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Up  Front 
With  The  League 

by  Jim  Simon 
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Katrina/Rita  -  Gustav/lke 

Gender  Equity  Has  Gone  Too  Far 


T  I  Ihis  gender  equity  stuff  has  gone  way 
too  far.  Now,  even  Mother  Nature  is 


1 
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in  on  this  movement  and  decided  to 
balance  her  wrath.  This  year  her  sons, 
Gustav  and  Ike,  refused  to  be  out  done  by 
the  damage  that  her  daughters,  Katrina  and 
Rita,  inflicted  on  our  sugar  industry  in  2005 . 
Gustav's  wind  forced  injury  to  Louisiana's 
entire  cane  crop,  while  Ike's  damage  was 
primarily  confined  to  flooding  of  cane 
acreage  in  the  southern  most  parishes. 
While  there  is  certainly  damage  to  our  crop 
and  to  some  homes  and  farm  shops,  we  are 
very  fortunate  that  we  have  not  received 
any  report  of  serious  injury  to  any  of  our 
sugar  people. 

Immediately  after  Gustav,  we  began  an 
orderly  process  of  evaluating  the  impact  to 
our  industry.  After  Ike  came  ashore  pushing 
salt  water  over  our  cane  fields  we  re- 
evaluated the  impact  of  the  two  hurricanes. 
We  have  been  in  constant  communication 
with  the  U.S.  Department  of  Agriculture, 
the    LSU    AgCenter,    the    Louisiana 


Department  of  Agriculture  and  Forestry,  the 
Farm  Service  Agency  and  our  elected 
officials  in  Washington  and  in  Baton  Rouge. 
We  have  also  been  working  with  Louisiana 
Farm  Bureau  and  the  other  commodity 
groups  in  the  state  to  procure  disaster 
assistance  funds  for  Louisiana  farmers.  A 
preliminary  report  by  LSU  Sugarcane 
Specialist  Dr.  Ben  Legendre  indicates  that 
damage  to  the  crop,  on  a  statewide  basis,  is 
in  the  10  to  15%  range. 

While  sugar  production  for  the  year  is 
unclear,  what  is  clear  is  that  the  costs  of 
harvesting  our  cane  will  increase  sharply; 
beginning  with  the  cane  that  is  being  cut  right 
now  for  planting.  Because  of  the  rainy 
weeks  that  preceded  Gustav,  we  are  way 
behind  on  our  planting  schedule.  This  is  of 
serious  concern  because  failure  to  plant  will 
reduce  production  for  several  more  years. 

We  are  encouraging  government  officials 
to  take  time  to  gain  an  accurate  assessment 
of  the  losses  before  considering  any  action 
that  could  drive  the  raw  price  down. 


Escalating  input  costs  and  falling  raw  prices 
at  this  juncture  could  do  more  damage  to 
the  Louisiana  sugarcane  growers  than  the 
combined  impact  of  Gustav  and  Ike. 

The  2008  Farm  Bill  includes  permanent 
disaster  assistance  programs  for  farmers 
following  agricultural  disasters.  While  this 
sounds  beneficial,  initial  review  of  this 
program  may  not  provide  much  help  for  sugar 
farmers,  as  you  have  to  have  a  50%  loss  to 
qualify. 

Any  meaningful  disaster  assistance  will 
almost  certainly  require  legislative  action. 
Based  upon  our  past  disaster  assistance 
programs,  which  also  required  legislative 
action,  we  know,  unfortunately  too  well,  that 
such  an  effort  is  a  lengthy  process.  Funding 
for  the  Katrina/Rita  program  did  not  reach 
our  industry  until  18  months  after  the  storms. 
Know  that  in  the  days  and  weeks  ahead, 
just  as  we  have  done  in  the  past,  we  will  put 
all  our  resources  to  work  to  seek  out  any 
possible  assistance  that  may  be  available. 

Now  that  Mother  Nature  has  remedied 
her  gender  equity  issue  we  hope  she  will  soon 
check  her  rain  gauge  and  realize  that  we 
have  received  our  rain  quota  for  the  year. 
We  need  a  break  and  with  a  dry  harvest 
season  Mother  Nature  could  provide  just  the 
salve  needed  to  heal  the  wounded  Louisiana 
Sugar  Economy. 

Clean  Up  Money 

USDA  Farm  Service  Agency's  (FSA) 
Emergency  Conservation  Program  (ECP) 
provides  emergency  funding  and  technical 
assistance  for  farmers  and  ranchers  to 
rehabilitate  farmland  damaged  by  natural 
disasters. 

This  could  include  debris  removal  from 
fields  and  pumping  salt  water  off  of  sugar 
cane  production  acreage.  Take  pictures  of 
the  work  you  are  doing  and  keep  receipts  of 


all  clean  up  expenditures.  Contact  your  local 
FSA  office  for  more  details. 

Fertilizer  Firms  Suited  for  price  Fixing 

As  reported  in  the  Wall  Street  Journal 
(Sept.  16, 2008)  the  world's  largest  fertilizer 
companies  are  being  accused  of  price-fixing 
and  collusion  in  two  lawsuits .  Farm  Chemical 
suppliers  in  Minnesota  and  Montana  filed  the 
suits.  Both  are  seeking  class-action  status. 
Among  the  defendants  are  Potash  Corp.  of 
Saskatchewan  Inc.,  Minnesota-based 
Mosaic  Co.,  and  Agrium  Inc.,  a  smaller 
Canadian  producer. 

The  suit  alleges,  among  other  things,  that 
the  companies  exchanged  "sensitive, 
nonpublic"  information  about  prices  and 
demand,  allocated  market  shares,  and 
coordinated  output.  Thus  engaging  in 
collusive  activities. 

The  companies  also  have  drawn  scrutiny 
in  Washington,  where  Sen.  Byron  Dorgan 
(D-  ND)  this  year  asked  the  Federal  Trade 
Commission  to  investigate  the  industry  foi 
possible  antitrust  violations.  A  preliminary 
FTC  inquiry  found  large  and  fast-growing 
global  demand  and  limited  supply,  but  no 
evidence  of  collusion  among  producers. 
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Washington  Update 

By  Jack  Pettus 


Ask  The  Right  Questions 

Disaster  Assistance  In  End-Year  Appropriations  Package? 

USDA  Announces  FY09  Sugar  Program  Details 

USDA  WASDE  September  Report  on  US  Sugar  Supply  and  Use 


"When  human  atoms  are  knit  into  an 
organization  in  which  they  are  used,  not 
in  their  full  right  as  responsible  human 
beings,  but  as  cogs  and  levers  and  rods, 
it  matters  little  that  their  raw  material  is 
flesh  and  blood.  What  is  used  as  an 
element  in  a  machine  is  in  fact  an  element 
in  the  machine.  Whether  we  entrust  our 
decisions  to  machines  of  metal,  or  to 
those  machines  of  flesh  and  blood  which 
are  bureaus  and  vast  laboratories  and 
armies  and  corporations,  we  shall  never 
receive  the  right  answers  to  our 
questions  unless  we  ask  the  right 
questions." 

Norbert  Wiener  (1964) 

Dr.  Wiener,  an  American-born 
mathematical  genius  whose  work 
has  affected  our  daily  lives  in  more 
ways  than  I  could  recount  within  the 
confines  of  this  page,  raised  a  host  of 
questions  in  that  one  quote  that  have  proven 
timeless.  In  one  sentence,  he  set  his  sights 
on  bureaucracies,  scientists,  military  leaders 


and  corporate  CEO's  and  urges  us  to  think 
for  ourselves  rather  than  relying  on  each 
'machine'  to  provide  us  with  neat  and  tidy 
answers  to  all  of  life's  problems. 

I  am  confident  that  Dr.  Wiener  would 
agree  that  political  parties  belong  in  his  list 
of  flesh  and  blood  machines.  During  this 
hectic  harvest  season,  members  of  partisan 
machines  will  be  slinging  mud  back  and  forth 
in  an  effort  to  convince  you,  the  voter,  to 
support  their  brand.  These  partisans  will 
use  every  tool  in  their  vast  arsenal  and  push 
every  button  that  they  can  find  to  make  you 
vote  with  and  as  a  part  of  their  machine. 

As  Dr.  Wiener  noted,  we  must  ask  the 
right  questions  if  our  goal  is  to  act  as 
responsible  human  beings.  Our  lists  of  "right 
questions"  may  be  slightly  different,  but  I 
suspect  that  most  lists  will  include:  How  will 
this  vote,  or  these  choices,  affect  my  family, 
my  business  and  my  community?  Each  one 
of  us  walks  into  that  voting  booth  alone.  In 
that  moment,  we  have  an  opportunity  to 
utilize  our  full  rights  as  responsible  human 
beings  and  citizens  of  this  great  nation.  Ask 


the  right  questions  and  I'm  confident  you  will 
find  the  right  answers. 

Disaster     Assistance     In     End-Year 
Appropriations  Package? 

In  the  aftermath  of  Hurricanes  Gustav  and 
Ike,  political  leaders  began  working  on  a 
disaster  package  to  be  included  in  the 
continuing  resolution  to  keep  government 
programs  operating  through  the  elections 
season.  At  the  time  of  this  writing,  it  is 
impossible  to  predict  whether  that  package 
will  be  approved  in  the  waning  days  of  this 
legislative  year.  Likewise,  the  form  of  the 
assistance  is  uncertain,  including  whether 
agricultural  disaster  assistance  will  be  a 
component.  In  addition  to  hurricane  damage, 
flooding  in  the  Midwest  and  other  natural 
disasters  are  almost  certain  to  be  debated. 
Since  a  permanent  disaster  program  was 
included  in  the  new  farm  bill,  we  will  need  to 
educate  policy  leaders  about  why  disaster 
assistance  is  needed  for  farmers.  Dickie 
Ellender  will  be  testifying  on  the  extent  of  the 
damage  in  a  joint  Senate  hearing  in  late 
September  and  we  will  be  working  with  the 
Louisiana  delegation  and  the  leaders  of  the 
House  and  Senate  agricultural  committees  as 
this  package  is  developed. 

USDA  Announces  FY09  Sugar  Program 
Details 

In  early  September,  USDA  set  the  Overall 
Allotment  Quantity  (O AQ)  at  8 ,925 ,000  short 
tons,  raw  value,  including  4,850,738  short 
tons  for  beets  and  4,074,262  short  tons  for 
cane.  The  raw  sugar  Tariff- rate  quota  (TRQ) 
was  set  at  the  WTO  minimum  level  of  24, 
251  short  tons.  A  TRQ  for  refined  and 
specialty  sugar  was  set  at  104,251  tons, 
including  81 ,825  tons  for  specialty  (organic) 
sugars.  The  Sugar  TRQ  was  also  released  in 
mid-September,  with  no  surprises.  As 
reported  last  month,  USDA  set  the  TRQ  at 
the  minimum  level  to  meet  US  trade 
commitments. 


USDA  WASDE  September  Report  on  US 
Sugar  Supply  and  Use 

The  USDA  released  its  September  World 
Agricultural  Supply  and  Demand  Estimates 
(WASDE)  report  for  sugar  supply  and  use. 
2007/08  beginning  stocks  were  unchanged  at 
1,799,000  short  tons  (raw  value).  Production 
was  decreased  to  8,197,000  tons  from 
8,267,000  tons  last  month,  with  beet 
production  dropping  to  4,765,000  tons  from 
4,798,000  tons  and  cane  production  falling  to 
3,432,000  tons  from  3,469,000  tons  last 
month.  Louisiana  production  was  reduced  to 
1,450,000  tons  from  1,490,000  tons.  Imports 
are  decreased  to  2,507,000  tons  from 
2,5 12,000  tons  and  total  supply  was  decreased 
to  12,503,000  tons  from  12,578,000  tons  last 
month.  Exports  and  deliveries  were 
unchanged  at  220,000  tons  and  10,715,000 
tons,  respectively.  As  a  result,  total  use 
remained  at  10,935,000,  ending  stocks  fell  to 
1,568,000  tons  from  1,643,000  tons  last 
month,  and  the  stocks  to  use  ratio  was  fell  to 
14.3  percent  from  15  percent  last  month. 

USDA's  2008/09  beginning  stocks  were 
decreased  to  reflect  the  changes  above. 
Production  was  lowered  to  7,454,000  tons 
from  7,721,000  tons,  with  beet  production 
falling  to  4,000,000  tons  from  4,141 ,000  tons 
last  month  and  cane  production  falling  to 
3,454,000  tons  from  3,580,000  tons. 
Louisiana  production  was  projected  lower  at 
1,300,000  tons  (before  Hurricane  Gustav) 
from  1,415,000  tons,  while  Florida  was 
reduced  to  1,747,000  tons  from  1,759,000 
tons.  Imports  were  increased  to  2,443,000 
tons  from  2,363,000  tons  last  month, 
reflecting  the  80,000  tons  of  specialty 
(organic)  sugar  included  in  the  TRQ 
announcement  in  early  September.  Total 
supply  was  reduced  to  11,465,000  tons  from 
11,727,000  tons  last  month.  Deliveries  and 
exports  were  unchanged  at  10,710,000  tons 
and  250,000  tons,  respectively.  Total  use 
remained  at  10,960,000  tons  and  ending 
stocks  are  decreased  to  505,000  tons  from 


767,000  tons  last  month,  lowering  the  stocks 
to  use  ratio  to  4.6  percent  from  7.0  percent 
last  month. 

USDA's  supply  and  demand  estimates  for 
Mexico  showed  a  50,000  ton  increase  in 
beginning  stocks  for  08/09  and  a 
corresponding  increase  in  beginning  stocks, 
with  no  other  changes.  This  suggests  that 
Mexico  would  sit  on  50,000  tons  of  "found" 
stocks  rather  than  shipping  it  to  the  US . 
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Sweet  financing. 

Growing  and  milling  sugarcane  is  a  specialized  business.  That's  why  you  need  a  financial 
partner  who  understands  the  sugar  industry  One  who  offers  wise  lending  built  on  years 
of  experience  in  the  field. 

For  more  than  80  years,  we've  been  helping  sugarcane  growers  just  like  you,  whether  it's 
to  purchase  or  refinance  cane  property,  finance  capital  equipment  or  build  or  improve 
facilities. 

For  a  financial  partner  who  works  as  hard  as  you  do,  call  the  folks  at  the  Louisiana  Land 
Bank.  We'll  help  you  finance  a  sweet  deal. 


LAND  BANK 

l-O  /  7-04o-LAJNL)  Call  now  for  information,  or  to  apply 

for  a  loan  to  buy  build,  improve  or  refinance.  You  can  also  visit  us  at       y^<% 
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On  The  Farm 

By  Windell  Jackson 


Crop  Report 
Field  Observations  of  Varieties  after  Hurricane  Gustav 

Hurricane  Ike 


On  September  1,  2008,  Hurricane 
Gustav  entered  into  Louisiana 
through  Terrebonne  Parish.  It 
crossed  onto  the  coast  with  winds  in  excess 
of  110  mph  and  then  proceeded  on  a 
northwest  track  straddling  the  Louisiana 
Cane  Belt  from  its  most  southern  tip  to  its 
most  northern  reach.  For  all  hurricanes,  the 
most  severe  winds  are  in  the  northeastern 
quadrant.  The  northeastern  quadrant  of 
Hurricane  Gustav  raked  the  sugarcane  fields 
along  Bayou  Lafourche  and  then  traveled 
on  northward  to  Baton  Rouge.  Although 
the  eye  of  Hurricane  Gustav  was  reported 
to  have  passed  near  New  Iberia,  the  damage 
(breakage,  leaf  shredding,  and  severe 
lodging)  does  not  appear  to  be  as  great  as 
that  along  the  lower  Mississippi  River 
parishes.  Not  only  were  the  more  northern 
parishes  pelted  with  tropical  storm  winds, 
they  were  inundated  with  rising  water  from 
the  storms  accompanying  rains. 

It  was  estimated  that  less  than  25%  of 
the  2008  planting  had  been  completed  before 
Hurricane  Gustav  came  to  Louisiana. 
Growers  throughout  the  state  are  now 
forced  to  plant  lodged  seedcane.  Those  few 
growers  who  were  able  to  get  back  to 


planting  before  September  13,  2008 
(Hurricane  Ike)  found  seedcane  very  brittle 
and  not  easily  planted  by  hand  crews  or  long- 
stalk  mechanical  planters.  There  are 
numerous  reports  of  soldier  harvesters  not 
being  able  to  bring  the  seedcane  to  the  heap 
row.  Anyone  who  has  tried  to  plant  L  99- 
226  after  Hurricane  Gustav  has  found  it 
nearly  impossible  to  harvest  seed  plots  of 
this  variety  with  their  soldier  harvesters.  This 
heavily  lodged  variety  is  very  tangled  and 
too  brittle  for  the  old  soldier  harvesters;  most 
of  which  have  been  maintained  to  harvest 
erect  seedcane  and  have  not  been  updated 
and  maintained  to  harvest  severely  lodged 
cane.  In  addition,  growers  have  reported 
problems  with  L  99-226 's  tenacious  shucks 
that  wrap  around  harvesters  and  fill  planter 
wagons  (hand  and  mechanical). 

Field  Observations  of  Varieties  after 
Hurricane  Gustav 

Throughout  the  industry,  there  is  some 
breakage  in  all  varieties  after  Hurricane 
Gustav.  Shredding  of  leaves  is  somewhat 
variable  depending  on  varieties  and  velocity 
of  storm  winds.  As  would  be  expected  the 
most  severe  lodging,  breakage,  and  leaf 


shredding  were  in  the  fields  that  were 
impacted  by  the  northeast  quadrant  of 
Hurricane  Gustav. 

>  LCP  85-384 

Most  fields  of  LCP  85-384  are  second- 
stubble  or  older  and  are  shorter  than  more 
recently  planted  fields  of  the  new  varieties. 
Although  short,  LCP  85-384  lodged  very 
badly  and  as  of  yet  has  not  lifted  itself.  As 
has  been  the  history,  fields  of  384  will  be 
hard  to  harvest  and  will  leave  a  good  amount 
of  scrap,  more  so  when  the  harvester  is 
rushed  through  the  field  trying  to  make  daily 
quota. 

>  Ho  95-988 

Throughout  the  state  growers  are 
reporting  top-breakage  in  Ho  95-988. 
Growers'  estimations  of  breakage  have 
ranged  from  5  to  50%;  with  most  reporting 
that  they  will  not  plant  any  additional  acreage 
of  this  variety.  The  following  information  on 
Ho  95-988  top  breakage  was  recorded  by 
Herman  Waguespack  following  Hurricane 
Katrinain2005. 

After  Hurricane  Katrina,  top  breakage 
in  95-988  was  reported  by  several 
secondary  station  operators.  At  Al 
Landry's  secondary  station  the  cane  was 
not  all  harvested  for  seedcane.  In  an 
effort  to  establish  the  effects  of  top 
breakage,  15  stalk  bundles  were 
randomly  cut  from  areas  of  the  field  and 
these  samples  were  used  to  determine  stalk 
weight,  fiber,  and  TRS.  Samples  were 
harvested  3,  6,  and  9  weeks  after  the 
storm  breakage.  All  leaf  material  was 
removed  from  each  stalk  before 
processing.  (Including  the  dry  leaves, 
tops  and  green  side  shoots)  Three 
replications  (for  each  harvest  date)  of 
broken  and  whole  stalks  were  used  for 
this  test.  The  table  below  shows  the 
average  readings  for  these  variables. 
Means  followed  by  the  same  letter  are  not 
significantly  different  at  the  p=.05  level. 


3  weeks  post  Katrina 

Treatment     St.  wt.  Fiber           TRS 

Broken        1.87b  13.5  a  133.9  a 

Whole          2.10  a  14.5  a  150.2  a 

6  weeks  post  Katrina 

Treatment     St.  wt.  Fiber  TRS 

Broken        1.90a  13.4  a  155.4  a 

Whole         2.00  a  14.4  a  154.4  a 

9  weeks  post  Katrina 

Treatment     St.  wt.  Fiber  TRS 

Broken        2.03  b  12.4  b  193.9  a 

Whole         2.50  a  14.6  a  221.3  a 

>  HoCP  96-540 

Although  somewhat  battered,  HoCP  96- 
540  withstood  the  winds  of  Hurricane  Gustav 
well.  Throughout  the  cane  belt,  in  HoCP 
96-540  there  is  a  minimum  amount  of  stalk 
breakage,  broken  tops  (most  fields  with 
breakage  reported  at  less  than  2%),  and 
shredding  of  leaves.  Indications  are  that 
HoCP  96-540  has  erected  itself  quite  well 
and  should  harvest  decently. 

Most  growers  are  well  pleased  with  the 
ruggedness  of  this  new  variety  and  the  way 
it  withstood  hurricane  forces.  HoCP  96-540 
now  occupies  about  50%  of  the  state's  total 
acreage.  Many  growers  are  expressing  their 
intent  to  expand  further  their  acreage  of  this 
variety.  After  this  year's  planting  HoCP  96- 
540  could  possibly  occupy  70%  of  the  state's 
acreage. 

>  L  97-128 

The  leaves  of  L  97-128  were  more  frayed 
by  Hurricane  Gustav's  winds  then  other 
varieties  now  being  grown  by  the  Louisiana 
sugarcane  industry.  In  many  fields  of  L  97- 
128  these  tattered  leaves  (stalk  tops)  have 
turned  brown,  however  with  further  growth 
the  brown  leaves  will  soon  be  replaced  by 
new  green  ones.  Most  fields  of  L  97-128 
remain  fairly  straight  after  Hurricane  Gustav. 
This  year  the  planting  of  this  new  variety 
(released  in  2004)  was  on  the  decrease  due 
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to  its  susceptibility  to  smut  and  its  low  TRS . 
Because  of  the  difficulties  associated  with 
planting  of  severely  lodged  varieties  some 
have  changed  their  thinking  and  will  plant 
more  acreage  of  128  than  originally 
expected. 

>  L  99-226 

L  99-226  is  a  variety  that  has  a  tendency 
to  lodge  without  much  provocation,  and  when 
it  lodges,  it  falls  in  many  different  directions. 
Reports  are  that  other  than  a  tangled  mess, 
L  99-226  seems  to  have  fared  ok.  As  with 
other  varieties,  there  are  some  broken  tops 
and  shredded  leaves,  but  overall  L  99-226 
withstood  the  hurricane  well  and  should  have 
good  yields  at  harvest. 

>  L  99-233 

In  those  areas  that  were  blasted  by  the 
more  severe  winds  of  Hurricane  Gustav,  L 
99-233  did  not  fare  well.  Not  only  did  it  fall 
all  over  the  place  into  a  tangled  mess ,  it  broke . 
Along  the  River,  several  fields  of  L  99-233, 
in  addition  to  broken  tops  were  noted  to  have 
significant  stalk  breakage  (estimated  from 
observation  10  to  15%).  In  these  fields  of  L 
99-233  stalks  appeared  to  have  broken  in 
half  as  well  as  to  having  their  tops  broken. 
This  is  very  disappointing  to  report  because 
L  99-233  was  to  be  "an  ace  in  the  hole"  for 
planting  this  year.  Data  indicates  that  the 
yields  of  L  99-233  have  been  the  most 
consistent  of  all  commercial  varieties  when 
yields  of  billet  planted  plots  are  compared  to 
plots  planted  with  whole  stick  seedcane. 
Growers  are  urged  to  proceed  with  caution 
and  not  let  this  variety  become  too  large  of 
a  percentage  of  their  acreage. 

>  HoCP  00-950 

Reports  of  broken  tops  in  HoCP  00-950 
quickly  followed  on  the  heels  of  Hurricane 
Gustav.  These  early  reports  by  growers 
indicated  there  were  30  to  50%  broken  tops 
in  fields  of  this  variety.  Many  growers  are 
very  discouraged  by  the  results  of  HoCP  00- 
950' s  pummeling  by  the  storm. 


Hurricane  Ike 

On  September  13,  2008,  Hurricane  Ike 
came  on  shore  near  Galveston,  Texas  with 
110  mph  winds.  On  its  slow  trek  from  its 
encounter  with  Cuba  to  the  Texas  coastline, 
Hurricane  Ike  grew  to  the  point  that  its  clouds 
and  wind  field  filled  nearly  the  entire  Gulf  of 
Mexico.  The  track  and  size  of  Hurricane 
Ike  caused  rising  water  for  nearly  the  entire 
coastline  of  the  Northern  Gulf. 

The  salt  water  flooding  of  the  coastal 
parishes  of  Louisiana's  cane  belt  as  a  result 
of  Hurricane  Ike  is  about  the  same  as  the 
flooding  due  to  Hurricane  Rita.  High  water 
levels  were  reported  to  be  a  foot  or  so  less, 
but  the  acreage  of  flooded  cane  may  be 
somewhat  more.  Starting  from  Terrebonne 
Parish  westward,  many  fields  of  planted  cane 
were  covered  by  the  tidal  surge  of  Hurricane 
Ike.  At  the  writing  of  this  article,  there  is 
still  cane  acreage  covered  with  salt  water. 
Some  of  these  recently  planted  fields  have 
been  covered  with  water  since  September 
12  when  growers  reported  water  over- 
topping their  protection  levees.  Although 
there  was  a  good  amount  of  debris  brought 
into  the  cane  fields  by  Hurricane  Ike's  tidal 
surge,  it  does  not  appear  to  be  as  much  as 
was  brought  in  by  Rita.  As  of  September 
19,  water  from  the  surge  was  being  pumped 
from  fields  and  it  is  impossible  to  get  into 
some  areas.  Therefore  it  is  not  possible  to 
give  an  accurate  estimate  of  the  crop 
damage  due  to  Hurricane  Ike. 
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Hurricanes  Gustav  &  Ike  Damages  Around  the  Industry 
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Twisted  Sugarcane  caused  by  Hurricane  Gustav 
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Sugarcane  uprooted  by  Hurricane  Gustav 


Aerial  view  of  Flooded  Fields  caused  by  Hurricane  Ike 
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Road  and  Field  Flooding  caused  by  Hurricane  Ike 
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Trash  in  Fields  brought  in  by  Hurricane  Ike's  Storm  Surge 
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Wild  Pigs  with  a  Sweet  Tooth 

By:  Herman  Waguespack,  Jr. 


One  little  piggy,  two  little  piggies now  wait  a  minute,  there's  more  little  piggies 
than  you'd  care  to  count.  That  is,  if  you  could  ever  see  them!  But  you  sure  can  see 
the  damage  that  they  cause  to  field  crops,  especially  sugarcane!  It's  hard  to  believe 
that  very  little  public  attention  has  been  given  to  these  ravenous  critters.  Some  areas  of  the 
sugar  belt  have  been  dealing  with  wild  (feral)  pigs  for  quite  some  time,  but  over  the  last 
decade  or  so,  they  have  become  a  real  dilemma  for  more  and  more  growers  across  the 
state.  Farmers,  landowners  and  researchers  have  all  been  adversely  impacted  by  wild  pigs. 
Wildlife  management  personnel  now  consider  this  to  be  the  most  menacing  problem  across 
the  state  and  have  logged  damage  reports  in  every  single  parish. 

So  where  did  these  hungry  varmints  come  from?  Most  of  the  wild  pigs  in  the  sugar  belt 
were  released  into  the  wild  for  hunting  or  they  escaped  from  pens.  Swine  can  easily 
survive  in  the  wild.  As  a  matter  of  fact,  before  fencing  was  used  to  confine  livestock,  it  was 
common  practice  to  allow  domestic  hogs  to  range  freely.  As  one  might  imagine,  the  longer 
they  roamed,  the  wilder  they  became.  Sport  hunters  also  introduced  the  true  Russian  or 
European  wild  boar,  commonly  known  as  razorbacks,  into  the  United  States.  Over  time  the 
two  types  interbred  and  now  many  of  the  wild  pigs  are  thought  to  have  a  mixed  genetic 
ancestry. 

Wild  pigs  search  for  areas  with  dense  cover  and  a  good  food  supply.  Their  ability  to 
survive  on  plants,  roots,  nuts,  grain  and  just  about  anything  else,  including  small  animals,  has 
helped  them  to  thrive  throughout  the  southeastern  states.  They  are  considered  the  most 
prolific  large  mammal  in  North  America.  With  adequate  nutrition  their  population  in  an  area 
can  double  in  a  matter  of  months.  A  sow  can  begin  reproducing  as  early  as  six  months  old 
and  have  two  litters  a  year  with  an  average  of  five  or  six  (often  more)  young  per  litter.  With 
no  natural  predators  most  of  the  young  survive  to  maturity  and  thus  contribute  to  an  exponential 
increase  in  pig  numbers. 

Wild  pigs  cause  a  wide  variety  of  damage.  Agricultural  fields  in  close  proximity  to 
bottomland  hardwood  swamps  provide  an  ideal  home  for  wild  pigs.  The  woods  provide 
needed  shade,  cover,  water  and  food  for  most  of  the  year.  When  this  natural  food  supply 
becomes  scarce,  they  can  easily  move  into  surrounding  fields.  Sugarcane,  in  particular, 
provides  a  source  of  nutrition  during  these  times.  In  the  fall  and  spring,  newly  planted 
sugarcane  stalks  are  uprooted  like  someone  has  run  a  plow  down  the  middle  of  the  row. 
This,  of  course  can  cause  varying  degrees  of  damage  from  large  gaps  to  a  total  stand  loss 
in  a  given  area.  Most  of  the  feeding  damage  occurs  at  night  when  there's  no  human  activity 
in  the  area.  During  the  summer  months,  when  sugarcane  stalks  are  rapidly  growing,  pigs 
will  attack  fields  beginning  with  those  near  the  woods  and  can  destroy  acres  at  a  time. 
Growers  have  reported  that  feeding  damage  normally  begins  in  late  June  and  July  when 
pigs  begin  to  chew  the  bottom  of  stalks  leaving  behind  only  the  tops  and  bagasse.  Quite 
often  the  damage  will  be  in  the  middle  of  a  field  and  may  go  unnoticed  for  a  time.  Most 
growers  have  observed  that  wild  pigs  prefer  some  varieties  over  others.   Granted,  they 
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could  eat  any  variety  at  a  given  time,  but  their  favorite  varieties  seem  to  be  L  97-128,  LCF 
85-384  and  HoCP  96-540.  Growers  have  reported  a  bit  less  feeding  damage  in  HoCP  95- j 
988,  but  only  LCP  85-845  has  shown  some  tolerance  thus  far.  Time  will  tell  if  the  newly 
released  varieties  can  withstand  feeding  pressure  from  these  greedy  brutes. 

Researchers  in  the  variety  development  program  have  had  the  unlucky  experience  of| 
having  pigs  destroy  entire  plots  of  a  particular  variety  while  passing  up  other  varieties  almost 
like  they  could  read  the  plot  labels.  Whole  test  fields  have  been  rendered  useless  because 
of  pig  damage.  The  severity  of  damage  takes  on  a  whole  new  meaning  when  research! 
plots  of  promising  experimental  varieties  are  destroyed.  Several  years  ago  the  USD  A  had 
to  install  a  heavy  duty  chain  link  fence  around  their  farm  in  Chacahoula  to  prevent  wild  pigs 
and  raccoons  from  destroying  their  test  fields.  This  was  quite  costly,  but  necessary  to 
protect  the  valuable  research  conducted  there.  The  loss  of  data  to  formulate 
recommendations  to  control  weeds,  diseases  and  insects  or  the  loss  of  just  one  promising 
new  variety  could  translate  to  a  loss  of  millions  of  dollars  to  the  industry. 

Permanent  heavy  duty  fencing  has  been  the  best  control  measure  used  thus  far,  but  this 
method  is  not  practical  in  commercial  sugarcane  fields.  Electric  fencing  may  be  effective 
to  keep  pigs  out  of  gardens  or  yards,  but  due  to  persistent  rooting  and  feeding  habits, 
maintenance  is  generally  not  practical  either.  There  are  no  registered  repellants  or  toxicants 
for  wild  pig  control,  but  trapping  can  reduce  pig  numbers  considerably.  Steel  cage-type 
traps,  (usually  baited  with  grain)  are  effective,  but  must  be  moved  periodically  once  pigs 
become  accustomed  to  them.  Stationary  corral-type  traps  work  in  areas  where  several 
pigs  can  be  trapped  at  a  time.  Because  our  state  has  classified  wild  pigs  as  outlaw  quadrupeds, 
they  can  be  hunted  year-round  during  daylight  hours.  While  still  hunting  can  be  effective, 
many  areas  have  successfully  used  trained  hog  dogs  to  flush  wild  pigs  from  cover  in  organized 
hunts.  Persistent  trapping  and  hunting  pressure  may  cause  pigs  to  leave  an  area  for  some 
time,  but  invariably  they  return  to  their  old  habits,  especially  in  sugarcane. 

Another  aspect  of  having  wild  pigs  in  an  area  is  the  potential  for  disease  transmission  to 
people,  pets  and  domestic  livestock.  Included  in  the  list  of  diseases  are  cholera,  swine 
brucellosis,  bovine  tuberculosis,  leptospirosis,  foot  and  mouth  disease,  African  swine  fever, 
trichinosis  and  pseudo  rabies.  When  wild  pigs  infected  with  swine  brucellosis  spread  this 
disease  to  humans  it  is  known  as  undulant  fever.  Necessary  precautions  must  be  taken 
when  handling  captured  pigs  to  prevent  disease  spread. 

Last  year  the  state  legislature  requested  the  Louisiana  Department  of  Wildlife  and  Fisheries 
to  study  all  possible  methods  to  reduce  the  number  of  feral  hogs  on  private  lands  adjacent  to 
wildlife  management  areas.  The  Feral  Swine  Control  Committee  was  formed  to  1 )  identify 
feral  pig  diseases;  2)  minimize  their  effects  on  wildlife;  and  3)  control  the  population  of  feral 
hogs  in  Louisiana. 

Wild  pigs  have  survived  and  even  thrived  in  the  Louisiana  sugar  belt  for  quite  some  time 
now.  They  have  made  themselves  at  home  in  our  fields,  as  well  as  the  marshes  and  the 
hardwood  swamps  They  are  as  clever  as  they  are  ugly  and  have  the  natural  ability  to  adapt 
to  almost  any  environment.  Although  damage  has  generally  been  local  in  nature,  the  growers 
who  are  faced  with  wild  pig  problems  consider  the  losses  to  be  significant.  Perhaps  it's  time 
to  wage  war  against  the  wild  pig  and  take  this  problem  more  seriously  because  it  doesn't 
seem  to  be  going  away  any  time  soon. 


L6 


■ 

SlifSiil 

":.•■■  ^>-.-s^ 
■->.;  tar*-'-.;    ? 


Left:  Wild  pig  damage  to  mature  sugarcane 
during  the  2007  harvest  season. 
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Growing  Your 
Bottom  Line 

By  Michael  Salassi,  PhD. 
LSU  AgCenter 


Impact  of  Reduced  Harvest  Efficiency  from  Hurricane 
Gustav  on  Harvest  Costs 


Last  month's  article  discussed  the  impact 
of  higher  fuel  prices  on  projected 
sugarcane  harvest  costs  for  the  coming 
2008  harvest  season.  At  the  time  the  article 
was  written,  it  was  not  anticipated  that 
Hurricane  Gustav  would  hit  Louisiana  and 
impact  the  sugarcane  area.  We  now  know 
the  hurricane  not  only  had  a  significant  impact 
on  the  sugarcane  area  of  the  state,  but  also 
severely  impacted  much  of  the  rest  of 
Louisiana  agriculture,  particularly  in  the  central 
and  northern  areas  of  the  state. 

As  we  know  from  experience  over  the  past 
several  years,  a  hurricane  hitting  Louisiana  can 


impact  a  sugarcane  crop  in  several  ways, 
including  yield  loss,  stubble  damage  and 
reduced  harvesting  efficiency.  Reduced 
harvesting  efficiency  was  a  major  problem  in 
2005  after  hurricanes  Katrina  and  Rita  hit  the 
state.  The  tremendous  wind  and  tidal  surge 
from  those  storms  deposited  significant 
amounts  of  debris  in  sugarcane  fields  which 
made  the  resulting  harvest  slow  and  costly. 

Hurricane  Gustav  did  not  deposit  significant 
amounts  of  debris  in  sugarcane  fields,  like 
Katrina  or  Rita  did,  but  the  wind  from  Gustav 
did  blow  down  much  of  cane  in  some  areas. 
At  the  time  of  writing  this  article  (Sept.  14), 


Impact  of  Reduced  Harvest  Efficiency  on  Harvest  Fuel  and  Labor  Costs 


Normal 

Harvest 

Efficiency 

15% 

Reduction  in 

Harv.Eff. 

30% 

Reduction  in 

Harv.Eff. 

Combine  Harvester: 
Field  time  per  acre  (hrs) 
Fuel  and  labor  cost  per  acre  1/ 

Tractor/Wagon  Units  (3):  2/ 
Field  time  per  acre  (hrs) 
Fuel  and  labor  cost  per  acre  1/ 

0.77 
$41.81 

1.98 
$67.66 

0.89 
$48.08 

228 
$77.81 

1.00 

$54.35 

251 
$87.96 

Total  estimated  fuel  and  labor  cost       $109.47 


$125.89 


$14231 


]/  Diesel  price  $3.50  per  gallon,  combine  labor  $15.30/hr,  tractor  labor  $9.60  per  hour. 
2/  Total  field  time  and  harvest  cost  for  three  tractor/wagon  units. 

IK 


we  have  had  some  sunny  days  since  the  storm 
which  has  allowed  much  of  the  lodged  cane 
:o  begin  to  erect  itself.  However,  as  we  begin 
Harvest,  we  could  have  some  fields  in  which 
harvesting  efficiency  is  still  a  significant  issue. 

The  efficiency  of  harvest  operations  as 
discussed  here  is  related  to  the  harvest  time 
required  to  cover  an  acre  which  may  have 
some  degree  of  lodged  cane.  Harvesting 
sfficiency  will  vary  from  field  to  field  and  is 
partly  dependent  on  each  variety's  resistance 
to  lodging.  Early  reports  in  the  weeks 
following  Gustav  indicated  that  much  of  the 
acreage  of  HoCP  96-540  and  L  97-128  were 
recovering  from  any  lodging  that  might  have 
occurred.  However,  acreages  of  other 
varieties,  particularly  Ho  95-988  were 
significantly  affected  by  lodging. 

This  article  presents  some  estimates  of  the 
impact  of  reduced  harvesting  efficiency,  i.e., 
increased  harvest  time,  on  fuel  and  labor 
harvest  costs  per  acre.  Under  normal  harvest 
conditions,  the  performance  rate  of  a  combine 
harvester  is  in  the  range  of  0.77  hours  per 
acre,  including  time  for  actual  harvest  in  the 
field  as  well  as  turning  time  at  the  end  of 
harvested  rows.  Three  tractor/wagon  units 
are  normally  operating  along  with  a  combine. 
Field  time  for  each  tractor/wagon  unit  is  in 
the  range  of  0.66  hours  per  acre.  Using  a 
diesel  price  of  $3 .50  per  gallon  and  labor  costs 
of  $15.30  per  hour  for  combine  operator  and 
$9.60  per  hour  for  tractor  operators,  harvest 
fuel  and  labor  costs  under  normal  conditions, 


i.e.,  no  reduction  in  harvest  efficiency,  would 
be  expected  to  be  in  the  range  of  $109  per 
acre  harvested  for  the  2008  crop. 

Fuel  and  labor  costs  were  estimated  for  a 
15  and  30  percent  reduction  in  harvest 
efficiency,  representing  a  percentage  increase 
in  harvest  time  per  acre  due  to  lodged  cane.  A 
15  percent  reduction  in  harvest  efficiency 
would  be  expected  to  increase  harvest  fuel  and 
labor  costs  by  approximately  $16  per  acre.  A 
30  percent  reduction  in  harvest  efficiency 
would  be  expected  to  increase  harvest  fuel  and 
labor  costs  by  $33  per  acre. 

Although  the  harvesting  efficiency  for 
sugarcane  is  not  as  severely  impacted  with 
Hurricane  Gustav  this  year  as  it  was  with 
Katrina  and  Rita  in  2005 ,  harvesting  efficiency 
will  be  a  problem  for  some  fields  this  year. 
Depending  upon  the  severity  of  lodging  in  a 
specific  field,  harvest  costs  will  be  directly 
affected. 


HEARNE 

PLANTER  VALVES 

FOR  INFO  CALL 
DAVID  HEARNE 

337-942-8180 


True  Value  Hardware 


"Serving  South  Louisiana  For  Over  50  Years" 

•  Fertilizer  •  Chemicals  •  Custom  Blending 
•  Farm  Supplies  •  Purina  Feeds  •  Pet  Supplies 

•  Lake  Country  Feeds  •  Lawn  And  Garden 

P  O  Box  250     32705  Highway  1  South 

White  Castle  LA  70788 

Phone:  (225)  545-3616     Fax:  (225)  545-8065 


FLYING  SERVICE  AVAILABLE 
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Kleentek® 


Louisiana 


"WHEN  QUALITY  REALLY  COUNTS" 


To  Place  an  Order  Call  337-364-2216 


Need  to  grow  your 
farming  business? 

Consider  an  agricultural  loan 
from  Capital  One. 


CapitalQne 


Capital  One  has  a  variety  of  flexible,  affordable,  and  convenient 
agricultural  loans  to  suit  your  business  needs. 

•  Equipment  loans  •  Farm  real  estate  loans 

•  Production  loans  •  Recreational  real  estate  loans 

We  are  also  experienced  in  financing  for  a  broad  range  of  facilities 
including: 

•  Cotton  gins  *  Suppliers 

•  Sugar  mills  *  Equipment  companies 

•  Warehouses 


To  learn  more  about  Capital  One's  agricultural  loans  and  what  we  can  do  for  your 
business,  stop  by  your  nearest  Capital  One  branch,  call  1-888-855-2265, 
or  click  www.  capitalonebank.com 


I  — T    Normal  credit  qualifications  apply. 

lender    fQ2007  Capital  One  Services,  Inc.  Capital  One  is  a  federally-registered  trademark.  All  rights  reserved. 
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Louisiana 

Smoke  Management  Guidelines 

for  Sugarcane  Harvesting 


All  growers  should  have  attended  the  Certified  Burn  Manager 
Program.  The  list  below  are  the  steps  you  must  take  when 
burning. 

Step  1 .  Identify  Smoke  Sensitive  Areas 

Step  2.  Obtain  Fire  Weather  Forecast 

Step  3.  Develop  a  Prescribed  Burn  Plan 

Step  4.  Determine  Smoke  Category  Day 

Step  5.  Determine  Smoke  and  Ash  Screening  Distance 

Step  6.  Determine  Direction  of  Smoke  and  Ash  Plume 

Step  7.  Evaluate  the  Prescribed  Burn  Results 

Step  8.  Keep  good  harvest  records 

If  you  have  misplaced  your  copy  or  would  like  additional  copies, 
contact  the  League  office  or  your  county  agent. 

The  League  staff  wishes  to  remind  all  growers  that  although 
these  guidelines  are  voluntary,  it  is  vitally  important  that 
burning  operations  be  conducted  in  as  efficient  a  manner  as 
possible  in  order  to  manage  smoke  and  ash  and  reduce  their 
impact  on  the  public. 

The  future  of  cane  burning  depends  upon  the  successful 
incorporation  of  these  guidelines  into  your  farming  operation. 
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7400  Hi-Crop  John  Deere,  front  wheel 
assist;  7410  Hi-Crop  John  Deere, 
front  wheel  assist;  '96  CH  2500 
Cameco  Combine  Harvester  in  good 
condition;  Broussard  Harvester,  sun- 
strain  hyd  system,  single  row.  All 
equipment  field  ready.  Call  985-859- 
5598,  985-414-1813,  or  985-446- 
2446  (night). 

John  Deere  Tractors  -  (1)  7810,  (2) 
7400,  (1)  4440,  (1)  8870;  Cameco 
Chop  Harvester;  Cameco  Two-row 
Harvester;  Transloader  Truck;  (2) 
Automatic  Cane  Planters;  Other 
Implements.  All  equipment  in  good 
condition.  Call  985-665-1372. 

8  ft.  Single  Axle  Planters  Aid.  Call 
337-519-3295  (7:00  .m.  -  6:00  p.m.) 

'99  Komatsu  200  Track  Hoe,  Billet- 
Grabs  with  2  Buckets;  '93  Austoft 
Cane  Combine,  new-corn,  eng.;  3  Side 
Dump  (Billet)  Road  Trailers.  Call 
Tommy  at  318-452-7945  or  Byrns  at 
318-452-5373. 
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'96  Austoft  7700  complete  w/2000  engine  -  $25,000.  Call  Chris  at  225-268-2115. 
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THE  SUGAR  BUEL 


The  mission  of  the  American  Sugar  Cane  League  is  to  sustain  success  through  effective 
research,  positive  legislation,  public  relations/promotion,  and  education. 
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Sweet  crop. 


Sweet  financing. 

Growing  and  milling  sugarcane  is  a  specialized  business.  That's  why  you  need  a  financial 
partner  who  understands  the  sugar  industry  One  who  offers  wise  lending  built  on  years 
of  experience  in  the  field. 

For  more  than  80  years,  we've  been  helping  sugarcane  growers  just  like  you,  whether  it's 
to  purchase  or  refinance  cane  property,  finance  capital  equipment  or  build  or  improve 
facilities. 

For  a  financial  partner  who  works  as  hard  as  you  do,  call  the  folks  at  the  Louisiana  Land 
Bank.  We'll  help  you  finance  a  sweet  deal. 


LAND  BANK 

1-o77-o4o-LAJNL)  Call  now  for  information,  or  to  apply 

for  a  loan  to  buy,  build,  improve  or  refinance.  You  can  also  visit  us  at       y*^ 

www.  louisianulundbunk.  com.  lender 


Up  Front 
With  The  League 

by  Jim  Simon 


Hurricane  Disaster  Assistance 

The  Crop 

The  Sugar  Broker 


The  League  joined  hands  with 
Louisiana  Commissioner  of  Ag  and 
Forestry  Dr.  Mike  Strain,  Farm 
Bureau,  The  LSU  AgCenter  and  other 
:ommodity  organizations  to  push  our  disaster 
issistance  proposal  in  Washington.  We 
worked  with  and  had  full  support  from  the 
members  of  the  Louisiana  delegation,  but 
anfortunately  others  on  Capitol  Hill  said  no 
:o  our  initial  effort.  For  more  information  on 
Dur  effort  see  Jack  Pettus'  Washington 
Update  on  page  5. 

As  I  mentioned  in  last  month's  Up  Front 
[  was  fearful  that  any  meaningful  hurricane 
iisaster  assistance  for  Louisiana's  sugar 
industry  would  require  legislative  approval 
and  result  in  a  very  lengthy  process.  We 
are  certainly  disappointed  with  this  initial 
response,  but  are  not  deterred.  We  will 
continue  to  work  with  our  delegation  and 
other  leaders  in  Washington  as  we  seek  other 
opportunities  for  disaster  assistance. 

The  Crop 

A  big  "Thank  You"  goes  to  Mother  Nature 
as  she  has  provided  us  with  a  full  month  of 


excellent  weather  to  finish  planting  and  begin 
harvesting  this  year's  crop.  Early  reports 
indicate  that  cane  tonnage  and  sugar  content 
are  better  than  expected.  While  these  early 
reports  are  promising,  we  have  substantially 
increased  our  risk  for  damaging  freezes  at 
the  end  of  the  grinding  season.  Just  how 
good  will  this  crop  be?  Stay  tuned  and  I  will 
let  you  know  in  the  February  issue  of  The 
Sugar  Bulletin  as  this  year  our  harvest  will 
carry  well  into  January. 

The  Sugar  Broker 

Following  is  an  excerpt  from  an  1853 
article  from  'Harper's  New  Monthly 
Magazine. '  It  is  Sugar  and  the  Sugar 
Regions  of  Louisiana.  While  much  has 
changed  much  remains  the  same... read 
on. 

As  soon  as  the  perfected  sugar  begins  to 
accumulate  in  the  purgery,  the  "sugar 
broker,"  armed  with  a  huge  auger,  makes 
his  appearance  on  the  plantation,  and  is 
always  welcomed  as  a  guest,  if  not  always 
popular  as  a  business  man.  The  sugar 
broker  is  the  antipodes  of  the  planter:  one 


has  an  interest  in  high  prices,  the  other  in 
low  prices;  one  is  domestic,  the  other  foreign, 
one  is  always  in  haste,  the  other  has 
unappreciated  quantities  of  spare  time.  The 
sugar  broker  carries  with  him  a  mysterious 
face,  and  affects  to  know  something  about 
the  markets  that  cannot  be  divulged  without 
agitating  the  commercial  world;  he  also 
insinuates  to  the  planter  that  he  has 
information  about  the  unusual  amount  of  the 
"coming  crop,"  that  renders  it  very  important 
that  the  producer  should  "take  advantage  of 
the  present  ruling  prices."  The  sugar  broker 
is  also  a  singular  evident  of  the  natural 
incapacity  some  people  have  of  discovering 
light-colored  sugars;  for  with  the  broker  they 
are  always  dark,  if  he  is  purchasing;  and  he 
never  can  see  a  light-colored  sugar  except 
when  he  has  it  to  sell.  The  sugar  broker 
generally  brings  the  news  of  the  day  to  the 
residents  of  the  plantation,  and  becomes  very 
popular,  if  he  can  make  himself  agreeable 


at  all.  A  little  experience  makes  you 
acquainted  with  the  sugar  broker;  he  is 
peculiar;  and  if  it  were  not  for  the  fact  that 
he  wields  such  an  important  influence  in  the 
sale  of  the  crop,  everybody  would  be 
amused  at  this  awkward  manner  of  riding, 
his  "on  Change"  look,  his  city  habits,  and  his 
bustling  manners,  which  contrast  so 
strangely  with  the  quiet  demeanor  of  the 
planter. 
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UNITED  AGRI  PRODUCTS 


Performance  Quality  Value 


Thibodaux,  LA 
(985)  447-4081 


New  Roads,  LA 
(225)  638-6343 


Need  to  grow  your 
farming  business? 

Consider  an  agricultural  loan 
from  Capital  One. 


CapitalQne 


Capital  One  has  a  variety  of  flexible,  affordable,  and  convenient 
agricultural  loans  to  suit  your  business  needs. 

•  Equipment  loans  •  Farm  real  estate  loans 

•  Production  loans  •  Recreational  real  estate  loans 

We  are  also  experienced  in  financing  for  a  broad  range  of  facilities 
including: 

•  Cotton  gins  *  Suppliers 

•  Sugar  mills  '  Equipment  companies 

•  Warehouses 


To  learn  more  about  Capital  One's  agricultural  loans  and  what  we  can  do  for  your 
business,  stop  by  your  nearest  Capital  One  branch,  call  1-888-855-2265, 
or  click  www.  capitalonebank.com 


Normal  credit  qualifications  apply. 

'^2007  Capital  One  Services,  Inc.  Capital  One  is  a  federally-registered  trademark.  All  rights  reserved. 
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Washington  Update 

By  Jack  Pettus 


Congress  Hears  Hurricane  Damage  Assessment 

Lameduck  Session  Likely 

Users  Seek  Additional  Imports 

USDA  WASDE  October  Report  on  US  Sugar  Supply  and  Use 


Wallace  "Dickie"  Ellender  testified 
before  a  joint  Senate  committee 
hearing  in  late  September 
regarding  the  impact  of  hurricanes  on  this 
year's  planting  and  harvesting  of  sugarcane. 
Mr.  Ellender  participated  in  a  panel  with 
Louisiana's  Commissioner  of  Agriculture, 
Mike  Strain,  and  a  diversified  producer  from 
northeastern  Louisiana,  each  attesting  to  the 
damaging  effects  of  Hurricanes  Gustav  and 
Ike. 

Senator  Mary  Landrieu  was  joined  by 
Senator  Vitter  and  several  other  Gulf  Coast 
Members  in  introducing  a  bill  to  provide 
assistance  to  producers  affected  by  natural 
disasters  in  2008.  Rep.  Don  Cazayoux 
introduced  a  companion  bill  in  the  House. 
Senator  Landrieu's  effort  to  get  this  bill 
attached  to  the  continuing  resolution  in  late 
September  failed  after  Senator  Tom  Coburn 


objected  to  allowing  the  measure  to  be 
added.  As  you  know,  this  became  a  lightning 
rod  issue  in  the  campaign  season. 

Lameduck  Session  Likely 

Congress  will  be  returning  to  Washington 
after  the  elections  to  deal  with  the  economic 
situation.  An  economic  stimulus  package 
may  be  considered  and  we  can  expect 
Senators  Landrieu  and  Vitter,  along  with  the 
House  delegation,  to  seek  agricultural 
disaster  assistance  for  the  hurricane  damage 
earlier  this  fall. 

Lameduck  sessions,  with  retiring  and 
defeated  Members  casting  their  final  votes, 
can  be  extremely  unpredictable  and  this 
session  could  be  particularly  volatile.  With 
a  short  session  and  the  need  to  build 
majorities  for  passage,  an  economic  stimulus 
package  can  quickly  expand  to  unrelated 


issues.  For  example,  the  Colombia  Free 
Trade  Agreement  could  be  added  to  the 
legislation  as  a  carrot  for  the  outgoing 
Administration. 

Depending  on  the  outcome  of  the 
elections,  presidential  and  congressional,  the 
Democratic  majority  could  decide  to  delay 
consideration  of  the  stimulus  package  until 
January. 

Users  Seek  Additional  Imports 

In  early  October,  Senator  Durbin  and 
others  sent  a  user-driven  letter  to  the 
Secretary  urging  an  additional  one  million 
ton  import  quota,  divided  equally  between 
refined  and  raw  sugar.  In  mid-October, 
USDA  invited  producers  and  users  to  meet 
regarding  the  current  supply  situation,  giving 
both  sides  the  opportunity  to  educate  USDA 
on  the  issue. 

USDA  has  indicated  that  additional 
imports  may  be  needed  in  this  marketing 
year,  but  delayed  action  until  the  supply 
situation  becomes  clearer.  Washington 
representatives  of  the  sugar  industry 
stressed  that  supplies  are  adequate  at  the 
moment  and  that  the  farm  bill  is  designed  to 
allow  the  Secretary  to  make  additional 
import  decisions  once  the  domestic 
production  and  Mexican  import  estimates 
become  more  firm. 

From  a  raw  producer  perspective,  we  also 
stressed  that  any  import  action  will 
exacerbate  a  price-cost  situation  that  is 
already  dire.  Input  costs  have  increased  for 
all  farmers  because  of  price  hikes  for  diesel 
and  chemicals,  but  the  hurricane  damage  has 
forced  our  farmers  to  endure  a  spike  in  the 
volume  of  diesel  required  for  planting  and 
harvesting.  Simultaneously,  while  everyone 
is  focused  on  a  potentially  tight  supply 
situation  at  the  end  of  this  marketing  year, 
we're  dealing  with  raw  prices  at  the 
forfeiture  range  at  the  beginning  of  the  year. 


USDA  WASDE  October  Report  on  US 
Sugar  Supply  and  Use 

The  USDA  released  its  October  World 
Agricultural  Supply  and  Demand  Estimates 
(WASDE)  report  for  sugar  supply  and  use. 
2007/08  beginning  stocks  were  unchanged 
at  1,799,000  short  tons  (raw  value). 
Production  was  reduced  to  8,179,000  tons 
from  8,197,000  tons  last  month,  with  beet 
production  at  4,746,000  tons  from  4,765,000 
tons  and  cane  production  steady  at  3,433,000 
tons.  Louisiana  production  was  reduced  to 
1,442,000  tons  from  1,450,000  tons.  Imports 
are  decreased  to  2,456,000  tons  from 
2,507,000  tons  and  total  supply  was 
decreased  to  12,434,000  tons  from  12,503,000 
tons  last  month.  Exports  were  reduced  to 
210,000  tons  from  220,000  tons,  while 
deliveries  were  unchanged  at  10,715,000 
tons.  As  a  result,  total  use  fell  to  10,925,000 
tons  from  10,935,000,  ending  stocks  fell  to 
1,509,000  tons  from  1,568,000  tons  last 
month,  and  the  stocks  to  use  ratio  fell  to  13.8 
percent  from  14.3  percent  last  month. 

USDA's  2008/09  beginning  stocks  were 
decreased  to  reflect  the  changes  above. 
Production  was  increased  to  7,656,000  tons 
from  7,454,000  tons,  with  beet  production 
rising  to  4,200,000  tons  from  4,000,000  tons 
from  last  month  and  cane  production  showing 
little  movement  at  3,456,000  tons.  Louisiana 
production  remained  at  1,300,000  tons  and 
Florida  stayed  at  1,747,000  tons.  Imports 
were  increased  to  2,451,000  tons  from 
2,443,000  tons  last  month,  raising  total  supply 
to  11,616,000  tons  from  11,465,000  tons  last 
month.  Deliveries  and  exports  were 
unchanged  at  10,710,000  tons  and  250,000 
tons,  respectively.  Total  use  remained  at 
10,960,000  tons,  resulting  in  an  increase  in 
ending  stocks  to  656,000  tons  from  505,000 
tons  last  month.  The  stocks  to  use  ratio  was 
increased  to  6.0  percent  from  4.6  percent 
last  month. 
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HONIRON  Corporation  is  your  authorized 
JOHN  DEERE  SUGAR  dealer  for  all  of  your 
cane  harvesting  equipment,  parts  and  service 
needs. 


Honiron  vertical  crystallizer  installation 


HONIRON  Corporation 

P.O.  Box  620  ■  Jeanerette,  LA  70544 

Phone  (337)  276-6314  ■  Fax  (337)  276-3614 

sales(S)honiron.com      www.  honiron.  com 


Committed  to  Customer  Satisfaction 
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True  Value  Hardware 


"Serving  South  Louisiana  For  Over  50  Years" 

•Fertilizer  •Chemicals  •Custom Blending 

•  Farm  Supplies  •  Purina  Feeds  •  Pet  Supplies 

•  Lake  Country  Feeds  •  Lawn  And  Garden 

P  O  Box  250     32705  Highway  1  South 

White  Castle  LA  70788 

Phone:  (225)  545-3616     Fax:  (225)  545-8065 


FLYING  SERVICE  AVAILABLE 


Find  Out  Why 

You  Should  Consider 

Case  Austoft 


Talk  to  Broussard  before  you  buy! 

Fuel  Saving  Case  10.3/355hp  Engine 

New  Crop  Dividers  for  New  Louisiana  Varieties 

New  Tracks  -  Up  to  Double  The  Life 


BROUSSARD 

CANE  EQUIPMENT 


Sales    Parts    Service 
337-845-5080 
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Crop  Report 

Planting  Nears  Completion 

Harvest  Starts 


T|he  month  of  dry  weather  following 
Hurricane  Gustav  and  Ike  has 
allowed  growers  to  accomplish  a  great 
deal  of  fieldwork  and  provide  a  good  seedbed 
for  cane  planting.  Even  though  the  weather 
faired  off  rapidly  after  the  hurricanes  of 
September  1  and  13,  many  fields  of  soybeans 
were  not  harvestable  and  had  to  be  clipped 
and  plowed  under  before  they  were  replanted 
with  cane.  This  was  especially  true  for  bean 
fields  that  were  defoliated  and  scheduled  for 
harvest  prior  to  September  1,  and  then  their 
harvest  was  delayed  for  three  weeks  or  more 
due  to  weather  conditions  (rain). 

Data  suggests  that  the  cost  of  a  good 

summer  fallow  program  is  as  costly  as 

producing  a  soybean  crop  on  the  same  fallow 

I  field.   Many  growers  were  counting  on  the 

j  additional  income  from  the  sale  of  their  bean 

crop,  especially  with  the  extremely  high 

market  price,  to  provide  additional  support  for 

planting  costs  and  to  cover  expenses  until 

i  there  was  income  from  the  crop  harvest. 

Following  Hurricane  Ike,  there  were 
numerous  acres  of  cane  in  the  coastal 
parishes  completely  inundated  with  saltwater. 


There  was  still  some  water  on  the  lower 
ends  even  two  weeks  after  the  Hurricane. 
A  good  amount  of  the  levee  topping  surge 
had  to  be  pumped  off,  adding  an  unexpected 
cost  to  the  input  expenditure  for  the  '08  crop. 
In  some  locations,  grower's  diesel  powered 
drainage  pumps  were  operated  non-stop  for 
two  weeks  in  order  to  remove  the  last  of 
Ike's  flooding  waters. 

Not  only  were  fields  of  standing  cane 
flooded,  but  also  so  were  fields  of  recently 
planted  cane.  In  some  cases,  only  small 
patches  of  green  remained  uncovered  by  the 
flooding  in  the  fields  used  for  seedcane. 
Recalling  the  experiences  following 
Hurricane  Rita's  flooding  waters,  any  field 
(recently  planted  or  stubble  of  seed  plots) 
that  was  well  established  prior  to  being 
covered  with  the  flooding  water  will  not 
produce  enough  cane  in  the  following  years 
to  fight  weed  problems,  or  enough  yield  to 
be  profitable.  It  seems  to  be  a  consensus 
among  affected  growers  that  they  will  bear 
the  cost  to  plow  out  and  replant  many  of 
these  flooded  fields  in  an  effort  to  keep 
production  up. 


Figures  1  and  2  were  taken  early  this 
month,  and  are  typical  of  what  can  be  found 
because  of  flooding  of  cane  fields  due  to 
Hurricane  Ike's  storm  surge.  Figure  1  shows 
a  portion  of  a  120  (+)  acre  field  in  St.  Mary 
parish.  The  field  was  up  to  a  good  stand 
before  it  was  flooded,  but  it  remained  covered 
with  water  for  about  a  week  resulting  in 
stand  failure.  All  of  the  acreage  in  this 
section  of  the  farm  had  to  be  plowed  and 
replanted.  Figure  2  is  a  close  up  of  stools  of 
cane  from  this  flooded  field  of  L  99-226. 

Planting  Nears  Completion 

At  the  writing  of  this  article  on  October 
16, 2008,  a  few  growers  have  not  yet  reached 
their  planting  goals  for  this  year.  This  year's 
planting  was  expected  to  be  somewhat  larger 
than  normal.  Many  growers  were  making  a 
final  push  to  replace  LCP  85-384  with  more 
recently  released  varieties  that  are  more  rust 
resistant  and  higher  yielding. 

Right  after  the  Hurricanes,  when  asked, 
most  in  the  industry  were  of  the  opinion  that 
the  only  way  to  plant  the  2008  acreage  was 
with  billeted  seed.  There  was  no  way  that 
the  seedcane  could  be  cut,  and  there  was  no 
way  that  hand  crews  or  whole-stalk 
mechanical  planters  could  plant  the  tangled 
mess  that  now  had  to  be  used  for  seedcane. 
Fortunately,  most  took  a  few  deep  breaths, 
cleared  their  thinking,  and  then  started  to 
tackle  the  mammoth  task  of  this  year's 
planting.  To  the  surprise  of  most,  fields  of 
540  seed  were  not  all  that  hard  to  put  on  the 
heap,  128  seemed  to  harvest  and  plant  well, 
and  even  the  tangled  mess  of  233  picked  up 


well  and  planted  not  too  badly.  Even  though 
whole  stalk  harvesters  left  much  scrap, 
planting  ratios  were  good,  with  most 
reporting  about  five  to  one  for  mechanical 
plantings  vs.  about  three  to  one  with  billets. 
Although  it  was  a  struggle  to  plant  whole- 
stalk,  in  the  end  as  the  several  years  of  data 
indicate,  whole  stalk  planted  fields  will  give 
higher  yields  in  plant  cane  and  the  following 
stubble  crops. 

Harvest  Starts 

In  an  effort  to  allow  growers  to  complete 
their  2008  planting,  most  mills  in  the  industry 
pushed  back  their  original  starting  dates  by 
about  two  weeks.  For  many  mills,  the  first 
few  startup  days  of  the  2008  harvest  have 
been  somewhat  wearisome.  Some  have 
been  plagued  with  normal  startup  bugs  and 
short  deliveries  by  growers.  Within  the  last 
few  days,  for  the  most  part,  growers  have 
completed  planting  and  are  in  full  swing  with 
mill  deliveries;  additionally,  mill  technical 
problems  have  been  located  and  fixed. 

The  dry  field  conditions  have  allowed 
growers  to  jump  into  heavy  land  and  get  the 
cane  out  without  much  trouble.  To  the 
surprise  of  most,  yields  have  been  better  than 
expected  for  both  tonnage  and  sugar. 
Reported  yields  of  older  stubble  fields  have 
ranged  from  26  to  32  tons  per  acre  with  200 
(+)  lbs.  sugar.  The  higher  yields  in  stubble 
are  coming  from  second  stubble  fields  of 
96-540,  while  those  harvesting  older  fields 
of  LCP  85-384  are  on  the  lower  end  of  the 
yield  scale. 
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New  Iberia,  LA        (337)  367-8233 
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Your  Numbers  Are  Important  To  Us 

Sugarcane  farmers  manage  large  amounts  of  money  -  some  years  with  minimal 

return  on  investment.  Our  staff  at  First  South  Farm  Credit,  ACA  is  knowledgeable, 

qualified  and  experienced  in  dealing  with  your  numbers.  We  see  them  everyday.  We 

hope  that  our  financial  assistance  results  in  maximum  returns  -  and  that's  a  number 

that's  important  to  YOU! 


Kenneth  Guillory 

New  Iberia 
(337)364-0217 


First  South 
Farm  Credit,  ACA 

Agricultural  Lender 
Give  us  a  call! 


Dean  Martin 

Thibodaux 
(985)  446-9450 


Kleentek® 

Louisiana 


"WHEN  QUALITY  REALLY  COUNTS" 


To  Place  an  Order  Call  337-364-2216 
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Growing  Your 
Bottom  Line 

By  Michael  Salassi,  PhD. 
LSU  AgCenter 


Negotiating  Sugarcane  Land  Rents 


During  this  time  of  year,  in  addition  to 
harvest  operations  which  occupy  a 
large  portion  of  growers'  time  and 
attention,  growers  and  landowners  will 
negotiate  rental  arrangements  on  cropland 
for  the  next  production  year  and  beyond. 
Since  the  majority  of  cropland  in  sugarcane 
production  in  Louisiana  is  rented,  these 
negotiations  will  cover  several  hundred 
thousand  acres  of  sugarcane  production  and 
will  have  a  significant  impact  on  the  near 
term  economic  viability  of  the  sugarcane 
production  sector  in  the  state  during  these 
very  challenging  economic  times. 

Equitable  farm  leases  have  always  been 
a  significant  factor  in  balancing  the  division 
of  crop  proceeds  between  grower  and 
landowner  and,  at  the  same  time,  maintaining 
sufficient  crop  revenue  returning  back  to  the 
farming  operation  to  cover  production 
expenses  and  to  provide  adequate  net 
income  to  farm  families.  With  the 
tremendous  increases  in  production  costs 
which  have  occurred  recently  and  the  high 
level  of  projected  costs  for  the  coming  year, 
particularly  for  fuel  and  fertilizer,  negotiating 
an  equitable  farm  lease  arrangement,  taking 
into  account  all  factors  which  impact  the 


economics  of  farming  sugarcane  today  is 
probably  more  important  now  than  it  has  ever 
been.  This  article  highlights  some  important 
points  for  both  growers  and  landowners  to 
keep  in  mind  when  renegotiating  sugarcane 
crop  leases  for  next  year. 

Probably  the  most  important  point  in  lease 
negotiations  is  to  obtain  a  written  lease  if  at 
all  possible.  Written  crop  leases  provide  a 
clear,  indisputable  record  of  what  both 
parties  (grower  and  landlord)  agreed  to.  A 
written  crop  lease  agreement  should  contain 
at  least  the  following  minimum  requirements: 
(1)  It  should  specify  a  definite  period  for 
which  the  lease  is  to  run;  (2)  It  should  contain 
an  accurate  description  of  the  property;  (3) 
It  should  state  the  kind  and  amount  of  rent 
to  be  paid,  as  well  as  the  time  and  place  of 
payment;  (4)  It  should  state  functions  or 
services  to  be  provided  by  both  parties;  and 
(5)  It  should  contain  the  signatures  of  both 
parties. 

A  second  point  to  consider  concerns  the 
length  of  the  lease  agreement.  Since 
sugarcane  is  a  perennial  crop  requiring  a 
relatively  high  level  of  investment,  in  terms 
of  planting  costs,  compared  to  other  crops, 
a  multiyear  lease  covering  the  time  period 
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of  expected  crop  cycle  length,  for  a  specific 
tract  of  land,  would  be  much  more  preferable 
than  a  year  to  year  lease.  Multiyear  leases 
on  a  tract  of  land  gives  a  sugarcane  grower 
security  in  knowing  that  he  will  be  able  to 
recoup  crop  proceeds  to  cover  his  initial 
planting  investment.  A  one  year  lease 
agreement  offers  a  grower  little  protection 
on  the  investment  made  to  establish  a 
sugarcane  crop. 

Another  important  aspect  of  crop  leases 
is  to  specify  what  happens  if  the  lease  is 
terminated.  There  are  two  major  points  to 
consider  here.  First,  the  lease  agreement 
should  specifically  explain  under  what 
conditions  the  lease  could,  and  could  not,  be 
terminated  by  either  party.  Causes  for  lease 
termination  may  include  sale  of  the  land, 
switch  to  nonagricultural  use  or  lease  to 
another  grower  for  agricultural  use. 
Secondly,  if  the  lease  would  be  terminated, 
the  lease  agreement  should  include  specific 
language  which  outlines  the  determination 
of  compensation  due  the  grower  for  any 
standing  cane  or  cane  which  has  not  yet 
reached  the  end  of  its  normal  crop  cycle. 
This  is  probably  one  of  the  most  important 
reasons  for  having  a  written  lease. 

Finally,  equitable  crop  leases  should  reflect 
current  economic  conditions  as  they  relate 
to  the  profitability  of  producing  sugarcane 
in  Louisiana.  Both  cash  and  share  leases 
should  adjust  over  time  to  the  relative 
profitability  of  sugarcane  production.  Cash 
leases  tend  to  move  up  or  down  depending 
upon  the  relative  profitability  of  crop 
production  over  time.  True  crop  share 
leases  do  equitably  adjust  to  changes  in 
profitability  of  production  since  both  the 
grower  and  the  landowner  are  sharing  in 
production  expenses  as  well  as  crop 
revenue. 

However,  for  sugarcane  production  in 
Louisiana,  landowners  receiving  a  share  of 


crop  proceeds  as  land  rent  payment 
traditionally  have  not  shared  in  any 
production  expenses.  Since  the  sugarcane 
grower  typically  pays  all  production  costs, 
the  current  increase  in  fuel  and  fertilizer  costs 
results  in  a  situation  where  the  share  of 
expenses  paid  by  the  grower  has  increased 
substantially  with  no  corresponding  increase 
in  the  share  of  crop  proceeds  received. 

When  changes  in  input  prices  are 
relatively  minor  from  year  to  year,  a  change 
in  the  crop  share  arrangement  is  really  not 
necessary.  However,  we  are  currently 
experiencing  increases  in  certain  major  input 
prices  which  are  substantial.  In  these  cases, 
an  equitable  share  rent  would  require  the 
grower's  crop  share  to  be  adjusted  upward 
to  offset  the  increased  costs  being  paid  by 
the  grower. 

As  the  old  saying  goes,  "desperate  times 
call  for  desperate  measures."  Although  I 
do  not  think  we  are  quite  in  desperate  times, 
I  do  think  we  can  agree  that  current  input 
costs  are  posing  a  significant  challenge  to 
the  current  profitability  of  sugarcane 
production.  We  need  to  look  at  all  options 
which  can  help  the  production  sector  remain 
profitable  through  these  tough  times. 
Adjustment  of  land  rents  to  help  compensate 
the  grower  for  increased  production 
expenses  paid  is  certainly  a  viable,  effective 
option. 


Specializing  in 
Cane  Harvester  Repair 

(337)  276-4746  Hm. 
(337)  523-5785  Cell 
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The  Baton  Rouge  Line 

By  Tom  Spradley 
Spradley  and  Spradley 


Agriculture  and  the  Public  Service  Commission 


Agricultural  interests  across  the  nation 
are  being  squeezed  by  escalating 
fuel  and  fertilizer  costs,  international 
competition  and  now  the  credit  crash.  Down 
home  on  the  farm  and  at  the  factories  and 
mills,  growers  and  processors  worry  about 
how  to  survive  the  future. 

Battles  are  being  waged  in  Congress  and 
the  Legislature.  Farmers  win  some  and  lose 
some  and  that  is  the  way  it  has  been  for 
decades.  A  new  arena  for  the  agriculture 
wars  is  coming  into  focus  for  farmers  -  the 
Louisiana  Public  Service  Commission. 

In  the  quest  for  new  revenue  to  offset 
increased  costs  and  competition,  farmers  of 
almost  every  type  are  looking  at  electric 
generation  from  farm  waste  as  a 
supplemental  source  of  cash.  The  League 
has  been  trying  to  get  a  foot  in  the  electricity 
generation  door  for  years.  Sugar  has 
bagasse,  cotton  has  mill  trash,  timber  has 
wood  chips  and  rice  has  hulls  which  can  be 
burned  to  generate  electricity  which, 
logically,  can  be  sold  to  generate 
new  income.  But  you  have  to  have  a  buyer 
of  the  electricity.    Many  mills  today  are 


generating  electricity  for  their  own  use  in 
processing,  but  are  stymied  in  the  effort  to 
get  excess  power  sold  on  the  market. 

It  turns  out  that  the  problem  is  in  the  rules 
governed  by  the  Public  Service 
Commission. 

The  Louisiana  Public  Service  Commission 
started  out  in  1898  as  the  Railroad 
Commission.  Gradually,  the  Railroad 
Commission  expanded  its  authority  to  motor 
transport,  gas  service,  water  service,  sewer 
service  and  finally  telecommunications.  In 
a  new  constitution  enacted  in  1921,  the 
Railroad  Commission  was  renamed  the 
Public  Service  Commission  (PSC). 
Governed  by  five  commissioners  who  are 
elected  to  staggered  six  year  terms;  two 
seats  are  up  for  election  this  year  and 
attitudes  toward  utility  regulation  could 
experience  a  significant  turn. 

PSC  commissioners  have  the 
responsibility  to  ensure  a  regulatory  balance 
that  lets  utilities  "provide  customers  with  safe, 
adequate  and  reliable  service,  at  rates  that 
are  reasonable,  equitable  and  economically 
efficient,  and  that  allows  utilities  an 
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opportunity  to  earn  a  fair  rate  of  return  on 
their  investment." 

A  provision  in  the  rules  and  regulations 
that  govern  this  process  says  the  maximum 
price  a  utility  must  pay  an  agricultural 
provider  who  has  excess  power  to  sell,  is 
the  utility's  "avoided  costs"  -  which  is  the 
cost  the  utility  pays  to  generate  a  kilowatt 
of  power.  Agriculture  cannot  compete  with 
the  utilities  ability  to  buy  fuel  for  generation 
in  huge  quantities.  Typically,  agriculture 
generation  is  20%  higher  than  the  utility  costs 
for  the  kilowatt. 

Other  states  are  beginning  to  have  some 
success  at  this.  In  Louisiana  the  formula 
for  determining  "avoided  costs"  seems 
subjective  and  subject  to  different 
interpretations.  For  instance,  even  though 
the  "avoided  cost"  number  may  be  six  cents 
there  are  situations  where  a  power  company 
will  pay  up  to  20  cents  to  get  the  power  they 
need  from  "merchant  plants"  -  plants 
constructed  to  provide  emergency  power  to 
utility  companies. 

Several  years  ago  a  Louisiana  utility 
company  official  bragged  to  Wall  Street 
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investors  that  they  had  "three  very  solid 
votes"  on  the  PSC.  The  comment  was  not 
well  taken  back  home.  Now  two  of  the 
Commissioners  who  were  occasionally 
thought  of  as  "utility  friendly"  are  changing. 
New  faces  could  change  the  way  the 
"avoided  costs"  formula  is  considered. 
Agricultural  interests  could  get  new, 
additional  supporters. 

The  sugar  industry  and  all  other 
agricultural  interests  owe  it  to  themselves 
to  get  to  know  the  people  who  are  running 
for  these  PSC  seats.  The  New  Orleans  area 
seat  is  up  for  election  this  year  and  it  seems 
John  Schwegmann,  who  served  before  as  a 
consumer  advocate-type  commissioner,  will 
return  to  the  PSC.  The  other  seat  will  be 
determined  by  special  election  in  April  and 
May  of  next  year.  This  district  is  in  southwest 
Louisiana  and  includes  strong  rice  and  sugar 
interests.  Senator  Joe  McPherson  of 
Woodworth  and  former  State 

Representatives  Gil  Pinac  from  Crowley  and 
Ronnie  Johns  from  Lake  Charles  are 
considering  making  the  race.  Talk  to  them. 
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Louisiana 

Smoke  Management  Guidelines 

for  Sugarcane  Harvesting 


All  growers  should  have  attended  the  Certified  Burn  Manager 
Program.  The  list  below  are  the  steps  you  must  take  when 
burning. 

Step  1 .  Identify  Smoke  Sensitive  Areas 

Step  2.  Obtain  Fire  Weather  Forecast 

Step  3.  Develop  a  Prescribed  Burn  Plan 

Step  4.  Determine  Smoke  Category  Day 

Step  5.  Determine  Smoke  and  Ash  Screening  Distance 

Step  6.  Determine  Direction  of  Smoke  and  Ash  Plume 

Step  7.  Evaluate  the  Prescribed  Burn  Results 

Step  8.  Keep  good  harvest  records 

If  you  have  misplaced  your  copy  or  would  like  additional  copies, 
contact  the  League  office  or  your  county  agent. 

The  League  staff  wishes  to  remind  all  growers  that  although 
these  guidelines  are  voluntary,  it  is  vitally  important  that 
burning  operations  be  conducted  in  as  efficient  a  manner  as 
possible  in  order  to  manage  smoke  and  ash  and  reduce  their 
impact  on  the  public. 

The  future  of  cane  burning  depends  upon  the  successful 
incorporation  of  these  guidelines  into  your  farming  operation. 
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7400  Hi-Crop  John  Deere,  front 
wheel  assist;  7410  Hi-Crop  John 
Deere,  front  wheel  assist;  '96  CH 
2500  Cameco  Combine  Harvester  in 
good  condition;  Broussard 
Harvester,  sun-strain  hyd  system, 
single  row.  All  equipment  field 
ready.  Call  985-859-5598, 985-414- 
1813,  or  985-446-2446  (night). 

'99  Komatsu  200  Track  Hoe,  Billet- 
Grabs  with  2  Buckets;  '93  Austoft 
Cane  Combine,  new-corn,  eng.;  3 
Side  Dump  (Billet)  Road  Trailers. 
Call  Tommy  at  318-452-7945  or 
Byrns  at  318-452-5373. 

'96  Austoft  7700  complete  w/2000 
engine -$25,000.  Call  Chris  at  225- 
268-2115. 

'98  Cameco  CH  2500  Chopper 
Harvester,  excellent  condition  - 
$35,000.  You  can  try  it  before  you 
buy  it.  Call  Troy  Canella  at  225- 
268-8651  or  225-268-6630. 
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THE  SUGAR  B 


The  mission  of  the  American  Sugar  Cane  League  is  to  sustain  success  through  effective 
research,  positive  legislation,  public  relations/promotion,  and  education. 
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Manage  Shucks  and  Trash 

At  Harvest 

WITHOUT  BURNING! 
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INTRODUCING  The  Sunco  3-Row  <SrW^d 


Moves  Trash  Behind  Harvester  from 
Beds  to  Furrows 

Operating  Speeds  6-8  MPH 

Tandum  Guage  Wheels  to  Float  Over 
Drains 

Row  Unit  Shock  Protection 

Trash  Decomposes  in  Time  for 
Spring  Field  Work 

Cane  Residue  Becomes  Valuable 
Compost  Returned  to  the  Soil 

Doesn't  Choke 


Contact  Your 
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Sprayer  Parts  &  Supplies 

P.O.  Box  607 
Lady  of  the  Lake  Road 
St.  Martinville,  LA  70582 


SUNCO  Representative 
Bud  Lanie 

Youngsville,  LA 
337-856-5316 


N 


PH:  337-394-6362  •  FAX:  337-394-5357  •  800-264-1061 


800-676-2146 

www.suncomarketing.com 


Kleentek® 


Louisiana 


"WHEN  QUALITY  REALLY  COUNTS" 


To  Place  an  Order  Call  337-364-2216 


Your  Numbers  Are  Important  To  Us 

Sugarcane  farmers  manage  large  amounts  of  money  -  some  years  with  minimal 

return  on  investment.  Our  staff  at  First  South  Farm  Credit,  ACA  is  knowledgeable, 

qualified  and  experienced  in  dealing  with  your  numbers.  We  see  them  everyday.  We 

hope  that  our  financial  assistance  results  in  maximum  returns  -  and  that's  a  number 

that's  important  to  YOU! 


Kenneth  Guillory 

New  Iberia 
(337)364-0217 


First  South 
Farm  Credit,  ACA 

Agricultural  Lender 
Give  us  a  call! 


Dean  Martin 

Thibodaux 

(985)  446-9450 


Up  Front 
With  The  League 

by  Jim  Simon 


Editorial  Note:  This  month 's  Upfront  With  The  League  is  guest  authored  by  Louisiana  Department 
of  Agriculture  and  Forestry  Commissioner  Mike  Strain,  DMV.  Louisiana's  sugarcane  producers 
and  processors  thank  Commissioner  Strain  and  his  department  for  their  support. 


KEEP  PLOWING 

by  Commissioner  Mike  Strain 


Early    numbers    from    the    2008 
sugarcane  harvest  are  coming  in 
better  than  anticipated  and  that  is 
good  news  for  south  Louisiana  farmers. 

After  hurricanes  Gustav  and  Ike  plowed 
through  the  coastal  parishes,  the  weather 
began  to  cooperate.  The  fields  dried  up  and 
created  excellent  conditions  to  harvest  the 
lodged  cane.  Many  farmers  had  planted  the 
newer  sugarcane  varieties  and  the  downed 
cane  began  to  erect  itself  soon  after  the 
storms. 

In  mid-November  the  LSU  AgCenter 
reported  that  25  percent  of  the  crop  had  been 
harvested  and  yields  of  33  tons  per  acre,  with 
the  best  cane  left  to  be  harvested,  were 
common. 

Still,  there  were  crop  losses  suffered  by 
sugarcane  farmers  across  the  state  and  many 
will  need  help  to  stay  in  business  another  year. 


Louisiana  Department  of  Agriculture  and 
Forestry  (LDAF)  representatives  were 
dispatched  to  Washington,  D.C.  to  lobby 
Congress  during  the  post-election  lame-duck 
session  to  ask  for  the  help  our  farmers  need. 

In  all  probability,  Congress  will  be  most 
concerned  with  a  bailout  plan  for  the 
automakers,  but  we'll  be  knocking  at  the  door 
and  ready  with  our  plan  should  disaster  relief 
get  put  on  the  agenda. 

Our  plan,  largely  designed  by  Senator 
Mary  Landrieu  and  sponsored  by  our 
congressional  delegation,  will  put  $  1 .  12  billion 
in  the  hands  of  all  U.S.  farmers  who  were 
affected  by  the  2008  tropical  storms, 
hurricanes,  droughts,  floods  and  wildfires. 

So  far,  Congress  has  allocated  $6.5  billion 
in  community  development  block  grants  to 
all  the  states  affected  by  the  2008  natural 
disasters. 


I  think  Louisiana  will  get  $1.2  billion  of 
that  money  and  I've  requested  that  $200 
million  of  the  state's  share  go  toward  the 
repair  of  agricultural  infrastructure  and 
businesses. 

The  2008  Farm  Bill  was  signed  late  and 
the  crop  insurance  provisions  have  yet  to  be 
written  and  probably  won't  be  finalized  until 
mid-2009. 

But  one  thing  is  for  sure;  the  crop 
insurance  programs  need  to  be  updated. 
Louisiana  crop  insurance  premiums  need  to 
be  equitable  and  in  line  with  the  dollar 
amount  Midwest  farmers  pay  for  their 
coverage. 

It's  important  that  sugarcane  growers 
participate  in  the  rule-making  process  to 
make  sure  sugarcane  issues  are  addressed. 

Once  the  rules  are  finalized,  sugarcane 
farmers  should  look  closely  at  the  new 
programs  and  see  if  the  plans  fit  their  needs. 

The  Supplemental  Revenue  Assistance 
program  (SURE)  is  designed  to  help  protect 
against  crop  losses  caused  by  bad  weather 
conditions  like  flooding  or  drought.  To  qualify 
a  farmer  must  buy  insurance  for  all  insurable 
crops  grown  on  his  farm  and  pay  the 
Noninsured  Crop  Assistance  Program 
(NAP)  fee  for  all  noninsurable  crops  and 
practices  on  the  farm  (NAP  includes  hay 
and  pasture). 

To  learn  more  about  the  SURE  provision 
in  the  2008  Farm  Bill,  refer  to  Supplemental 
Agricultural  Disaster  Assistance  in  Food, 
Conservation  and  Energy  Act  of  2008  at 
http://aede.osu.edu/people/ 
publications.  php?usei-xulaut'l. 

SURE  appears  to  favor  farmers  with  a 
single  enterprise  with  all  production  in  a 
single  parish  and  in  parishes  with  high 
production  risks. 


While  I'm  thankful  the  harvest  conditions 
are  good  after  so  much  adversity,  other 
economic  forces  are  gathering  on  the  horizon 
that  could  make  a  major  impact  on  the  sugar 
industry  in  the  near  future. 

Farmers,  sugar  mills  and  refiners  are 
working  together  to  help  build  a  new  sugar 
refinery  in  Gramercy  using  Gulf  Opportunity 
Zone  (GO  Zone)  bond  funding.  The  new 
venture  partners  with  area  farmers,  Cargill 
Inc.  and  Imperial  Sugar  Co. 

Bio-fuel  technology  continues  to  improve 
and  research  is  being  done  to  determine  if 
sugarcane  can  be  used  economically  to 
make  ethanol  in  Louisiana.  Others  are 
betting  on  the  perfection  of  a  cellulosic 
technique  that  can  create  ethanol  from 
bagasse. 

Verenium  Corporation  has  invested 
significant  dollars  in  a  demonstration-scale 
plant  in  Jennings.  The  facility  is  making  1.4 
million  gallons  per  year  (gpy)  of  ethanol  using 
the  company's  specialty  enzyme  and 
proprietary  technology  to  convert  non-food 
biomass  (like  bagasse  and  switchgrass)  into 
fuel.  Verenium  is  on  track  to  begin 
construction  of  a  plant  that  will  produce  30- 
million  gpy  of  ethanol. 

I  am  hopeful  these  new  techniques  come 
to  fruition.  If  they  are  successful  more 
sugarcane  acreage  can  be  planted  that  will 
not  count  against  present  quotas  and  a  new 
bio-energy  market  will  be  created. 

Farming  is  always  risky  business  and  the 
LDAF  stands  by  to  assist  sugarcane  farmers 
in  whatever  way  possible  to  help  you  remain 
profitable.  The  job  you  do  is  vital  to  our 
national  economy.  Without  farmers,  our 
economy  collapses. 

Stay  strong,  stay  united  and  above  all,  keep 
plowing. 


Washington  Update 

By  Jack  Pettus 


Changes  On  The  Potomac 

Users  Seek  Additional  Imports 

USDA  WASDE  November  Report  on  US  Sugar  Supply  and  Use 


American  voters  elected  Barrack 
Obama  as  the  44th  President  of  the 
United  States  in  the  November 
elections,  while  adding  to  the  Democratic 
majorities  in  the  U.S.  House  and  Senate. 
Senator  Mary  Landrieu  (D),  co-chair  of  the 
Senate  Sweetener  Caucus,  won  re-election, 
along  with  Representatives  Charlie 
Melancon  (D-LA03),  Rodney  Alexander  (R- 
LA05),  Charles  Boustany  (R-LA07),  and 
Steve  Scalise  (R-LA01).  Bill  Jefferson  (D- 
LA02)  is  expected  to  win  re-election  in 
December.  Rep.  Don  Cazayoux  (D-LA06), 
who  won  a  special  election  to  replace 
Richard  Baker  last  summer,  was  defeated 
by  Bill  Cassidy  (R)  in  the  November 
elections,  while  Paul  Carmouche  (D)  and 
John  Fleming  (R)  are  squaring  off  on 
December  6th  in  the  race  to  fill  Jim 
McCrery's  seat  representing  the  4th  district. 
The  House  leadership  structure  may  be 
tweaked,  particularly  with  one  high-profile 
battle  for  the  chairmanship  of  the  Energy 


and  Commerce  Committee,  but  the  Senate 
will  see  the  most  change  next  year.  Senator 
Robert  Byrd  (D-WV)  will  be  handing  over 
the  chairmanship  of  the  Appropriations 
Committee  to  Senator  Daniel  Inouye  (D- 
HI).  Vice  President-Elect  Joe  Biden  will 
be  replaced  as  Chairman  of  the  Foreign 
Relations  Committee  by  John  Kerry  of 
Massachusetts,  which  could  open  the  way 
for  Senator  Landrieu  to  take  the  gavel  at 
the  Small  Business  Committee. 

As  the  Bush  Administration  prepares  to 
pass  the  political  baton  to  President-Elect 
Obama  and  his  transition  team, 
Undersecretary  Mark  Keenum  is  planning 
to  return  to  Mississippi  to  serve  as  President 
of  Mississippi  State  University.  Anyone  who 
has  worked  with  Secretary  Keenum  would 
agree  that  Washington's  loss  is  Mississippi's 
gain. 

The  incoming  Obama  Administration  has 
barely  begun  to  take  shape,  with  only  one 
Cabinet  position  filled  at  the  time  of  this 


writing.  The  nomination  of  Tom  Daschle  as 
Secretary  of  Health  and  Human  Services 
should  sail  through  the  Senate  early  next 
year.  Daschle,  former  Senate  Majority 
Leader  from  South  Dakota,  is  expected  to 
work  with  Senators  Ted  Kennedy  and  Max 
Baucus  to  fashion  a  major  healthcare  reform 
overhaul  in  early  2009. 

In  the  meantime,  the  current  Congress 
returned  to  Washington  in  mid-November 
for  a  short  lameduck  session  to  extend 
unemployment  benefits  and  consider  a 
stimulus  package.  The  next  Congress  is 
expected  to  begin  work  on  a  comprehensive 
stimulus  package  in  January  of  2009. 

Users  Seek  Additional  Imports 

At  the  time  of  this  writing,  the  sugar  users 
were  pushing  the  Bush  Administration  to 
open  up  the  floodgates  for  more  sugar 
imports  before  ceding  control  to  the 
Democrats.  With  raw  sugar  prices  well- 
within  forfeiture  ranges,  a  decision  to  allow 
more  imports  would  increase  the  pressure 
on  raw  sugar  producers  to  forfeit  stocks  to 
the  government  next  summer,  increasing  the 
government's  financial  exposure  and 
reducing  available  supplies  at  the  end  of  the 
marketing  year. 

USDA  WASDE  November  Report  on  US 
Sugar  Supply  and  Use 

The  USDA  released  its  November  World 
Agricultural  Supply  and  Demand  Estimates 
(WASDE)  report  for  sugar  supply  and  use. 
2007/08  beginning  stocks  were  unchanged 
at  1,799,000  short  tons  (raw  value). 
Production  was  reduced  to  8,150,000  tons 
from  8,179,000  tons  last  month,  with  beet 
production  at  4,72 1 ,000  tons  from  4,746,000 
tons  and  cane  production  falling  to  3,429,000 
tons  from  3,433,000  tons.  Louisiana 
production  was  increased  to  1 ,446,000  tons 
from  1 ,442,000  tons.  Imports  are  unchanged 
at  2,456,000  tons  and  total  supply  was 


decreased  to  12,405,000  tons  from 
12,434,000  tons  last  month.  Exports  were 
reduced  to  203,000  tons  from  210,000  tons, 
while  deliveries  were  increased  to 
10,781,000  tons  from  10,7 15,000  tons.  Total 
use  fell  to  10,715,000  tons  from  10,925,000 
tons,  ending  stocks  rose  to  1,690,000  tons 
from  1,509,000  tons  last  month,  and  the 
stocks  to  use  ratio  was  increased  to  15.8 
percent  from  13.8  percent  last  month. 

USDA's  2008/09  beginning  stocks  were 
increased  to  reflect  the  changes  above. 
Production  was  increased  to  7,681,000  tons 
from  7,656,000  tons,  with  beet  production 
rising  to  4,225,000  tons  from  4,200,000  tons 
last  month  and  cane  production  was 
unchanged  3,456,000  tons.  Louisiana 
production  remained  at  1,300,000  tons  and 
Florida  stayed  at  1,747,000  tons.  Imports 
were  increased  to  2,496,000  tons  from 
2,451,000  tons  last  month,  a  result  of  the 
reassignment  of  refined  quota  from  Mexico, 
which  increased  total  supply  to  11,867,000 
tons  from  11,616,000  tons  last  month. 
Deliveries  and  exports  were  unchanged  at 
10,710,000  tons  and  250,000  tons, 
respectively.  Total  use  remained  at 
10,960,000  tons,  resulting  in  an  increase  in 
ending  stocks  to  907,000  tons  from  656,000 
tons  last  month.  The  stocks  to  use  ratio  was 
increased  to  8.3  percent  from  6.0  percent 
last  month. 
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'Serving  South  Louisiana  For  Over  50  Years" 
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True  Value  Hardware 
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HONIRON  Corporation  is  your  authorized 
JOHN  DEERE  SUGAR  dealer  for  all  of  your 
cane  harvesting  equipment,  parts  and  service 
needs. 


Honiron  vertical  crystallizer  installation 


HONIRON  Corporation 

P.O.  Box  620  ■  Jeanerette,  LA  70544 

Phone  (337)  276-6314  ■  Fax  (337)  276-3614 

sales@honiron.com      www.  honiron.  com 
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On  The  Farm 

By  Windell  Jackson 
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Crop  Report 
Dry  Fields  and  High  Sugar 


At  the  writing  of  this  article  on 
November  17,  2008,  the  most 
discussed  topic  among  Louisiana 
cane  growers  is  what  affects  the  lack  of  rain 
this  fall  will  have  on  the  planted  cane.  Much 
of  the  earliest  planted  cane  was  planted  with 
plenty  of  soil  moisture,  and  with  good  pre- 
planting  preparation.  With  fair  conditions 
during  the  winter,  fields  of  the  earliest  planted 
cane  should  make  good  stands  next  year. 
However,  because  of  field  and  environmental 
conditions,  many  of  the  mid  to  late  planted 
fields  were  forced-dried  for  planting. 
Additional  acreage,  although  not  forced- 
dried,  was  planted  with  little  or  no  soil 
moisture.  This  acreage  did  not  receive  any 
rain  for  six  or  seven  weeks,  leaving  potential 
for  high  yielding  stands  less  than  it  should 
be.  Of  particular  concern  are  black-land 
fields  which  growers  could  not  cover  and 
pack  properly;  leaving  many  air  pockets  that 
can  only  be  filled  by  rain  melting  the  clods 
together.  Even  with  good  winter  conditions, 
stands  in  these  fields  may  be  reduced  next 
year. 

Estimations  have  suggested  that  25  - 
35%  of  this  year's  planting  was  with  billeted 
seed.  Due  to  the  late  planting  season  and 
the  need  to  complete  planting  in  as  short  of  a 


period  as  possible:  growers  turned  to 
mechanical  planting  of  billeted  seed. 
Additionally,  there  was  a  shortage  of  hand 
planters  for  whole  stalk  planting.  Severely 
lodged  seedcane  also  pushed  many 
growers  into  planting  with  billets.  When 
planted  under  drought  conditions,  such  as 
what  was  experienced  this  year,  the 
potential  for  lower  yields  in  fields  planted 
with  billeted  seed  is  much  greater  than  the 
reduction  in  yield  for  fields  that  were 
planted  with  whole  stalk.  Even  if  well 
established  in  the  fall,  after  several  winter 
freezes  and  burn-backs,  stands  of  billet 
planted  fields  can  disappear,  greatly 
reducing  yield  potential.  For  both  whole 
stalk  and  billeted  planted  fields,  good  soil 
moisture  (not  saturated)  during  winter 
freezes  helps  to  insulate  the  belowground 
eyes  that  produce  next  year's  crop  from 
the  killing  effects  of  below  freezing 
temperatures.  There  have  been  varying 
amounts  of  rain  recorded  over  the  last 
couple  of  weeks.  Rain  totals  have  ranged 
from  0.1  to  over  3  inches.  Those  areas 
receiving  the  higher  totals  of  rain  should 
see  improved  survival  of  plant  cane. 
Hopefully,  the  2009  winter  will  meliorate 
this  fall's  unfavorable  planting  conditions. 


Dry  Fields  and  High  Sugar 

This  year  as  in  other  years,  dry  weather 
during  harvest  has  resulted  in  somewhat 
lower  tonnage,  a  shorter  harvest  season,  less 
trips  to  the  mill,  and  higher  recoveries  for 
the  industry's  mills.  If  tonnage  does  not 
suffer  too  much,  all  of  these  should  add  up 
to  more  profits.  With  all  of  this  glorious  dry 
weather  (up  to  now)  growers  throughout  the 
industry  have  been  able  to  make  a  great  dent 
in  harvesting  their  cane  on  heavy  soils.  With 
these  ideal  conditions  of  dry  weather  and 
high  sugar,  little  consideration  has  been  given 
to  age  of  cane,  and  growers  have  been 
harvesting  black  land  fields  of  stubble  and 
plant  cane.  Most  of  this  harvest  has  been 
accomplished  without  leaving  rutted 
headlands  or  fields  that  needed  draining. 
When  compared  to  fields  that  are  harvested 
in  the  mud,  these  fields  should  make  better 
yields;  and  with  no  hand  labor  or  mechanical 
work  needed  to  reestablish  drainage,  should 
result  in  lower  production  costs  for  2009. 

With  the  delay  of  the  start  of  harvest  to 
allow  growers  to  complete  their  plantings 
and  following  their  tonnage  survey,  mills 
were  expecting  to  complete  harvest  in  mid- 
January.  The  dry  weather  has,  by  estimation 
of  many,  reduced  the  2008  crop  by  10%.  If 
favorable  harvest  conditions  persist  until  the 
end  of  harvest,  the  resulting  decrease  in 
tonnage  should  shave  at  least  a  week  off  of 
the  average  completion  date.  The  crop  is 
nearing  the  45%  completion  range  and 
reports  of  tonnage  still  vary  from  not  too 
sporting  to  very  good.  With  about  40%  of 
the  2008  harvest  completed,  the  industry  has 
completed  harvesting  all  of  its  second  and 
third  stubble,  nearly  half  of  the  crop  it  planted 
in  the  fall  of  2006  is  harvested,  and  a  little 
plant  cane  has  gone  to  the  mill.  The  resulting 
reported  average  yields  of  this  mix  have 
ranged  from  5,300  to  6,800  pounds  of  sugar 
per  acre.  With  the  majority  of  the  remaining 
acreage  to  be  harvested  in  plant  cane  and 


with  the  rains  of  the  last  two  weeks,  yields 
should  continue  to  increase  until  the  crop  is 
completed. 

Warm  daytime  temperatures  and  the 
recent  rains  may  trigger  the  development  of 
bull  shoots,  which  will  lead  to  an  increase  in 
tonnage  and  a  decrease  in  TRS.  However, 
it  would  now  appear  that  this  year's  mill 
recovery  will  be  a  record  for  sugar 
production.  To  date,  it  appears  that  sugar  is 
running  about  6%  above  last  year  (for  the 
same  time)  and  it  is  about  11%  higher  than 
the  average  sugar  recovery  for  the  twenty- 
one  years  (1987-2007).  An  average  tonnage 
crop  with  above  average  sugar,  when 
combined  with  a  reduction  in  fuel  and  other 
harvest  costs,  should  result  in  a  better  than 
expected  year  for  most.  We  are  selling 
sugar  not  tons  of  cane.  The  increase  in 
sugar  recovery  from  a  ton  of  cane  is  a 
culmination  of  continuing  improvements  by 
the  mills  and  by  the  strides  made  through 
the  breeding  programs  development  of 
sweeter  varieties  for  the  Louisiana  sugar 
industry. 

On  behalf  of  the  American  Sugar  Cane 
League's  staff  and  all  of  the  researchers 
who  are  working  to  make  the  Louisiana 
sugar  industry  more  productive,  we  wish: 
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10 
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Specializing  in 
Cane  Harvester  Repair 

(337)  276-4746  Hm. 
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Fertilizer 


New  Iberia,  LA        (337)  367-8233 


Need  to  grow  your 
farming  business? 

Consider  an  agricultural  loan 
from  Capital  One. 


Capital  One  has  a  variety  of  flexible,  affordable,  and  convenient 
agricultural  loans  to  suit  your  business  needs. 

•  Equipment  loans  •  Farm  real  estate  loans 

•  Production  loans  •  Recreational  real  estate  loans 

We  are  also  experienced  in  financing  for  a  broad  range  of  facilities 
including: 


•  Cotton  gins 

•  Sugar  mills 

•  Warehouses 


Suppliers 

Equipment  companies 


To  learn  more  about  Capital  One's  agricultural  loans  and  what  we  can  do  for  your 
business,  stop  by  your  nearest  Capital  One  branch,  call  1-888-855-2265, 
or  click  www.  capitalonebank.com 


1  —  1    Normal  credit  qualifications  apply. 

lenoIr    ©2007  Capital  One  Services,  Inc.  Capital  One  is  a  federally-registered  trademark.  All  rights  reserved. 
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Sweet  crop. 


Sweet  financing. 

Growing  and  milling  sugarcane  is  a  specialized  business.  That's  why  you  need  a  financial 
partner  who  understands  the  sugar  industry.  One  who  offers  wise  lending  built  on  years 
of  experience  in  the  field. 

For  more  than  80  years,  we've  been  helping  sugarcane  growers  just  like  you,  whether  it's 
to  purchase  or  refinance  cane  property,  finance  capital  equipment  or  build  or  improve 
facilities. 

For  a  financial  partner  who  works  as  hard  as  you  do,  call  the  folks  at  the  Louisiana  Land 
Bank.  We'll  help  you  finance  a  sweet  deal. 


iQlB5P? 


LAND  BANK 

l-O V  / -D4o-LrAJNlJ  Call  now  for  information,  or  to  apply 
lor  a  loan  to  buy  build,  improve  or  refinance.  You  can  also  visit  us  at 
www.  louisiuinihindhink.  com. 
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Growi  ng  Your 
Bottom  Line 

By  Michael  Salassi,  PhD. 
LSU  AgCenter 


Impact  of  Input  Price  Changes  on  Breakeven  Yield 


As  has  been  discussed  in  this  column 
before,  making  informed  farm 
business  decisions  starts  with  having 
a  good,  accurate  knowledge  of  the  financial 
side  of  the  farm  business  and  knowing  how 
farm  business  decisions  will  impact  financial 
results.  As  a  result,  knowledge  of  sugarcane 
production  costs  and  breakeven  yields 
required  to  cover  production  costs,  for  given 
levels  of  input  and  output  prices,  is  critical 
to  making  informed  farm  business  decisions. 

After  the  conclusion  of  harvest  season 
for  the  2008  crop,  growers  will  shift  their 
focus  to  planning  for  the  2009  sugarcane 
crop.  An  important  part  of  that  planning 
operation  should  be  a  projection  of  expected 
returns  and  costs  for  the  2009  crop  year.  In 
an  effort  to  aid  this  planning  operation,  the 
LSU  AgCenter  will  be  releasing  its  annual 
report  on  projected  costs  for  sugarcane 
production  for  the  2009  crop  in  January. 
These  projected  production  cost  estimates 
will  be  based  on  specific  levels  of  input  prices 
for  items  such  as  fuel,  herbicides, 
insecticides,  labor,  etc. 

The  2008  crop  year  has  seen  tremendous 
within-year  changes  in  the  prices  of  farm 
inputs,  particularly  in  prices  of  fuel  and 
fertilizer.  These  input  prices  have  a  direct 


and  important  impact  on  projected  breakeven 
sugar  yields.  Therefore,  it  is  important  to 
know,  not  only  what  breakeven  sugar  yields 
are  for  a  specific  set  of  projected  input 
prices,  but  also  what  is  the  expected  change 
in  breakeven  yield  for  a  given  change  in 
input  price.  This  article  discusses  the  impact 
of  input  price  changes  for  fuel  and  fertilizer 
on  breakeven  sugar  yields. 

Breakeven  sugar  yield  per  total  farm  acre 
can  be  estimated  by  dividing  total  farm  costs 
by  the  product  of  grower's  crop  share 
percentage  and  raw  sugar  price.  With  a 
39%  mill  share,  the  grower's  share  of  the 
crop  would  be  48.8%  in  a  one-fifth  crop 
share  lease  and  50.8%  in  a  one-sixth  crop 
share  lease. 

The  two  tables  below  present  estimates 
of  breakeven  sugar  yields  per  total  farm  acre 
for  alternative  levels  of  fuel  and  fertilizer 
prices.  These  estimates  are  based  on 
projected  sugarcane  production  costs 
published  for  2008.  Breakeven  sugar  yields 
for  a  one-fifth  and  one-sixth  crop  lease 
arrangement  are  estimated  assuming  a  39% 
mill  share  charge  and  a  raw  sugar  price  of 
$0,205  per  pound.  Income  from  molasses 
is  not  included  in  these  estimates.  The  tables 
also  include  estimates  of  the  change  in 
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breakeven  sugar  yield  per  total  farm  acre 
for  a  one-cent  change  in  diesel  or  fertilizer 
input  prices. 

An  increase  in  an  input  price  would  cause 
total  production  costs  to  increase  which 
would  also  cause  the  estimated  breakeven 
yield  to  increase.  The  first  table  shows 
estimated  breakeven  sugar  yields  per  total 
farm  acre  for  a  range  of  diesel  prices.  All 
other  production  costs  are  held  constant. 
Breakeven  yields  are  slightly  higher  for  a 
one-fifth  crop  share  lease  than  for  a  one- 
sixth  crop  share  lease.  What's  important 
here  is  how  does  the  breakeven  yield  change 
when  diesel  prices  change. 

In  a  one-fifth  share  lease,  breakeven  yield 
per  total  farm  acre  increases  by  3.8  pounds 
per  acre  for  every  one-cent  increase  in  the 
price  of  diesel  fuel.  Breakeven  yields 
increase  by  3.7  pounds  per  acre  for  every 
one-cent  diesel  price  increase  for  a  one-sixth 
lease.   Decreases  in  fuel  prices  would  also 


reduce  estimated  breakeven  yields  by  the 
same  magnitude. 

The  second  table  shows  the  impact  of 
fertilizer  price  changes  on  breakeven  yield. 
Estimates  shown  here  are  based  on  equal 
price  increases  of  both  nitrogen  (N), 
phosphorus  (P),  and  potash  (K).  Breakeven 
sugar  yields  per  total  farm  acre  increase  by 
about  24  pounds  per  acre  for  a  one-cent 
increase  in  N,P  and  K  prices  and  by  about 
23  pounds  per  acre  for  a  one-sixth  crop  share 
lease.  The  higher  level  of  yield  increase 
required  in  response  to  one-cent  fertilizer 
price  increase  is  a  function  of  the  magnitude 
of  the  input  price  level,  compared  with  similar 
estimates  for  diesel  prices.  In  both  cases, 
however,  fuel  and  fertilizer  prices  are 
significant  factors  in  projecting  farm 
expenses  and  also  in  analyzing  their  impact 
on  determining  breakeven  sugar  yields  per 
acre. 


Impact  of  Diesel  Price  Changes  on  Breakeven  Yield  per  Total  Farm  Acre 

Breakeven  Sugar  Yield  per  Total 
Farm  Acre 

Increase  in  Breakeven  Yield  per 
One  Cent  Increase  in  Diesel  Price 

Diesel  Price 

One-fifth  rent 

One-sixth  rent 

One-fifth  rent 

One-sixth  rent 

($/gal) 

(lbs/total  acre) 

(lbs/total  acre) 

(lbs/total  acre) 

(lbs/total  acre) 

2.75 
3.00 

3.25 
3.50 
3.75 

6,089 
6,185 
6,281 

6,377 
6,473 

5,850 
5,942 
6,034 
6,126 
6,219 

3.8 
3.8 
3.8 
3.8 
3.8 

3.7 
3.7 
3.7 
3.7 
3.7 

Based  on  2008  pr 

ojected  production  costs,  39%  mill  share  and  a  raw  sugar  price  of  $0,205. 

Impact  of  Ferti 

izer  Price  Changes  on  Breakeven  Yield  per  Total  Farm  Acre 

Breakeven  Sugar  Yield  per  Total 
Farm  Acre 

Increase  in  Breakeven  Yield  per 
One  Cent  Increase  in  Fert.  Prices 

N-P-K  Price 

One-fifth  rent 

One-sixth  rent 

One-fifth  rent 

One-sixth  rent 

($/unit) 

(lbs/total  acre) 

(lbs/total  acre) 

(lbs/total  acre) 

(lbs/total  acre) 

0.54, 0.44, 0.36 
0.64,  0.54, 0.46 
0.74, 0.64, 0.56 
0.84,0.74,0.66 
0.94, 0.84, 0.76 

6,147 
6,388 
6,629 
6,870 
7,100 

5,905 
6,136 
6,368 
6,599 
6,831 

34.1 
24.1 
24.1 
24.1 
24.0 

23.2 
23.1 

23.2 
23.1 

23.2 

Based  on  2008  projected  production  costs,  39%  mill  share  and  a  raw  sugar  price  of  $0,205. 
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Talk  to  Broussard  before  you  buy! 

Fuel  Saving  Case  10.3/355hp  Engine 
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Obituary 


Wenceslaus  Frank  (Boy)  Provost,  Sr. 

A  loving  husband,  father,  grandfather  and  great-grandfather  who  kept  his  family  close 
and  loved  them  dearly.  He  also  enjoyed  sugarcane  farming,  spending  time  with  family, 
grandchildren,  dog  Butch,  and  baseball. 

A  Celebration  of  Life  was  held  for  Mr.  Wenceslaus  Frank  (Boy)  Provost,  Sr.  age  66  on 
Tuesday  November  11,  2008  at  11:00  a.m.  at  St.  Nicholas  Catholic  Church  Lydia,  LA. 

A  resident  of  New  Iberia,  LA.,  he  passed  on  Saturday,  November  8.2008  at  6:32  p.m.  Ldl 
New  Iberia,  LA.  He  was  a  devoted  member  of  St.  Nicholas  Catholic  Church. 

Leaving  to  cherish  his  memories  are,  his  wife  of  44years  Bernadette  Olivier  Provost;  31 
sons,  Edward  Frank  Provost,  Sr.  (Kimberly),  Rodney  Niles  Provost  (Michelle),  Wenceslaus 
Provost ,  Jr.  (Angie  Anderson);  1  daughter  Angel  Marie  P.  Olivier  (Barry)  all  of  New  Iberia, 
LA.  2  brothers,  Willis  Provost,  Sr.  (Linda)  and  John  Provost,  Sr.  3  sisters  Manila  Olivier 
(Hilton),  Geraldine  Edwards,  and  Mary  Marita  Tolbert  (  John  Thibeaux)  all  of  New  Iberia, 
LA. 

The  public  is  invited  to  view  the  obituary  and  express  condolences  online  at 
www.lletcherfuneralhomes.org 
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Louisiana 

Smoke  Management  Guidelines 

for  Sugarcane  Harvesting 


All  growers  should  have  attended  the  Certified  Burn  Manager 
Program.  The  list  below  are  the  steps  you  must  take  when 
burning. 

Step  1 .  Identify  Smoke  Sensitive  Areas 

Step  2.  Obtain  Fire  Weather  Forecast 

Step  3.  Develop  a  Prescribed  Burn  Plan 

Step  4.  Determine  Smoke  Category  Day 

Step  5.  Determine  Smoke  and  Ash  Screening  Distance 

Step  6.  Determine  Direction  of  Smoke  and  Ash  Plume 

Step  7.  Evaluate  the  Prescribed  Burn  Results 

Step  8.  Keep  good  harvest  records 

If  you  have  misplaced  your  copy  or  would  like  additional  copies, 
contact  the  League  office  or  your  county  agent. 

The  League  staff  wishes  to  remind  all  growers  that  although 
these  guidelines  are  voluntary,  it  is  vitally  important  that 
burning  operations  be  conducted  in  as  efficient  a  manner  as 
possible  in  order  to  manage  smoke  and  ash  and  reduce  their 
impact  on  the  public. 

The  future  of  cane  burning  depends  upon  the  successful 
incorporation  of  these  guidelines  into  your  farming  operation. 
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7400  Hi-Crop  John  Deere,  front 
wheel  assist;  7410  Hi-Crop  John 
Deere,  front  wheel  assist;  '96  CH 
2500  Cameco  Combine  Harvester  in 
good  condition;  Broussard 
Harvester,  sun-strain  hyd  system, 
single  row.  All  equipment  field 
ready.  Call  985-859-5598, 985-414- 
1813,  or  985-446-2446  (night). 

'99  Komatsu  200  Track  Hoe,  Billet- 
Grabs  with  2  Buckets;  '93  Austoft 
Cane  Combine,  new-corn,  eng.;  3 
Side  Dump  (Billet)  Road  Trailers. 
Call  Tommy  at  318-452-7945  or 
Byrns  at  318-452-5373. 

'96  Austoft  7700  complete  w/2000 
engine -$25,000.  Call  Chris  at  225- 
268-2115. 

'98  Cameco  CH  2500  Chopper 
Harvester,  excellent  condition  - 
$35,000.  You  can  try  it  before  you 
buy  it.  Call  Troy  Canella  at  225- 
268-8651  or  225-268-6630. 
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U.S.   SuRar 
Policy  Wo rks 

for  Consumers 


U.S.  grocery  shoppers  spend 
just  0.08%  of  their  paycheel 
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I  lowest 
ice  in  the 


world,  j 
gasoline  costs 
more  than  that. 
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No  Wonder... 


70%  of  American! 
sugar  is  not  expensive 

62*/^    sni"» *■»«"» J"*"  renewal 


Congress  Sliould  Renew  U.S.  Sugar  Policy 
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THE  SUGAR  BU 


The  mission  of  the  American  Sugar  Cane  League  Is  to  sustain  success  through  effective 
research,  positive  legislation,  public  relations/promotion,  and  education. 


American 
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Up  Front 
With  The  League 

by  Jim  Simon 
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State  Tax  Credits  for  Third  Axle  Conversions 
Another  Switch  from  Corn  Syrup  to  Sugar 


You  will  recall  in  2007  that  we  had 
legislative  success  in  getting  a  tax 
credit  to  offset  the  cost  of  converting 
our  cane  hauling  trailers  from  two  to  three 
axles.  Actual  conversion  costs  up  to  $8,500 
per  trailer,  incurred  during  2009,  will  qualify 
for  a  direct  refundable  credit  against  the 
amount  of  state  income  tax  you  owe  on  your 
2009  Louisiana  state  income  tax  return.  Also 
if  you  buy  a  3-axle  trailer  to  replace  one  of 
your  2-axle  trailers,  the  cost  difference 
between  the  3-axle  trailer  and  a  similar  2- 
axle  trailer  is  available  for  the  credit. 

The  maximum  amount  of  credit  is  limited 
as  follows: 

$8,500  per  trailer  in  2009 

$8,000  per  trailer  in  2010 

$7,500  per  trailer  in  2011 

$7,000  per  trailer  in  2012 

$6,500  per  trailer  in  20 13 

It  is  imperative  that  you  maintain  good, 
legitimate  shop  records  for  these  installations. 


We  have  had  recent  meetings  with  the 
State  Department  of  Revenue  and  Taxation 
to  obtain  a  better  understanding  of  what 
documention  will  be  necessary  to  claim  this 
credit.  Maintain  accurate  records  and  all 
invoices  associated  with  conversion  cost. 
These  records  and  invoices  must  include  an 
accurate  description  of  the  trailer  being 
converted  including  the  serial  number.  In 
the  very  near  future  we  expect  the 
Department  of  Revenue  to  have  written 
guidelines  for  us  to  follow. 

The  legislation  also  provides  another  delay 
in  the  final  implementation  of  the  3rd  axle 
requirement.  We  now  have  until  August  of 
2012  before  the  third  axle  must  be  installed 
to  maintain  our  100,000  pound  limit. 

Unfortunately,  some  industry  groups  have 
abused  similar  tax  credit  provisions.  The 
folks  at  the  Department  of  Revenue  have 
been  very  cooperative  and  want  us  to  take 
advantage  of  this  opportunity.    However, 


they  will  spot  check  to  make  sure  that  tax 
returns  are  accurate  and  legitimate.  Let's 
make  sure  that  we  maintain  our  industry's 
good  name  by  following  and  playing  by  the 
rules. 

Another  Switch  from  Corn  Syrup  to 
Sugar 

The  Food  Chemical  News  reported  that 
Jason's  Deli,  a  chain  of  more  than  200  delis 
in  25  states  across  the  country,  has 
announced  that  it  is  banning  high  fructose 
corn  syrup  from  all  its  products  and  is 
working  to  eliminate  the  sweetener  from  its 
soft  drinks  as  well.  The  chain  already  has 
eliminated  trans  fats  and  MSG  from  all  foods 
it  serves. 

The  Orlando  Sentinel  reports  that  more 
than  2,900  customers  responded  to  an  online 


poll  which  asked  whether  the  chain  shoukj 
keep  soft  drinks  made  with  corn  syrup  o: 
switch  to  brands  that  did  not  use  it.  Mon 
than  65%  of  respondents  voted  to  give  higl 
fructose  corn  syrup  the  boot,  and  the  deli  h 
currently  looking  for  new  vendors,  according 
to  the  newspaper.  Jason's  Deli  also  has  pu 
pressure  on  suppliers  to  find  alternative  way< 
to  sweeten  breads,  pastries  and  soft-serve 
ice  cream. 

"We  are  a  big  believer  in  real  food  anc 
we  have  been  on  a  mission  since  we  startec 
our  business  to  serve  people  real  food,  less 
processed  food  and  more  natural  foods,' 
Rusty  Coco,  executive  VP  at  Jason's  Deli 
reportedly  told  the  newspaper.  "We  think  thai 
pure  cane  syrup  and  sugar  is  more  real  anc 
it's  not  as  processed  or  fooled  with  as  high- 
fructose  corn  syrup." 
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Your  Trust  Is  Important  To  Us 

Confidence  and  trust  in  a  financial  institution 

is  something  that  is  earned. 

It  starts  with  employees  who  are  knowledgeable,  qualified 

and  dedicated  to  providing  good  service. 

At  First  South  Farm  Credit,  ACA 

your  trust  is  important  to  us. 


"!mm. 


Kenneth  Guillory 

New  Iberia 
(337)364-0217 


Dean  Martin 

Thibodaux 
(985)  446-9450 


First  South 
Farm  Credit,  ACA 

Agricultural  Lender 

Give  us  a  call! 
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Washington  Update 

By  Jack  Pettus 


High  Hopes,  Deep  Concerns 

Immigration  Reform  Possible 

Farm  Bill  Implementation 

USDA  WASDE  December  Report  on  US  Sugar  Supply  and  Use 


While  the  Obama  Cabinet 
continues  to  develop,  his 
choice  for  Secretary  of 
Agriculture  remains  a  mystery  at  the  time 
of  this  writing.  What  is  clear  from  the  first 
few  nominations  is  that  the  candidate  for 
change  is  going  to  enter  the  White  House 
with  a  group  of  advisors  vastly  experienced 
in  the  ways  of  Washington,  DC.  Obama 
will  be  joined  by  at  least  three  of  his 
colleagues  in  the  Senate  (Vice-President 
Elect  Joe  Biden,  Secretary  of  State  nominee 
Hillary  Clinton  and  Secretary  of  Interior 
nominee  Senator  Ken  Salazar),  with  former 
Senate  Majority  Leader  Tom  Daschle 
joining  the  team  to  focus  on  healthcare 
reform.  Several  alumni  from  the  Clinton 
administration  have  also  returned  to 
government  service,  including  White  House 
chief-of-staff  Rahm  Emanuel  and  new 
Commerce  Secretary  Bill  Richardson. 

The  financial  market  meltdown  looms 
large  in  the  minds  of  political  leaders  as  plans 


are  made  for  the  presidential  inauguration 
on  January  20.  Congress  will  be  returning 
to  Washington  in  early  January  to  stitch 
together  a  major  economic  stimulus  package 
that  could  be  signed  into  law  immediately 
after  the  inaugural  festivities  are  ended.  It 
appears  that  this  package  will  focus  on 
infrastructural  improvements  and  other 
projects  that  can  be  implemented  quickly. 

The  need  to  stimulate  the  economy 
appears  to  be  trumping  the  need  to  address 
fiscal  deficits  in  the  short-term,  but  political 
leaders  facing  larger  and  larger  deficits  in 
the  coming  months  are  likely  to  seek  a  budget 
reconciliation  agreement  in  early  2010  to 
begin  to  bring  the  deficits  back  under  control. 

Immigration  Reform  Possible 

While  hopes  for  immigration  reform  have 
been  repeatedly  dashed  over  the  course  of 
the  past  few  years,  it  is  possible  that  a 
renewed  effort  might  be  successful  in  the 
next  Congress.    Democrats,  including  the 


new  President,  succeeded  in  moving  large 
blocs  of  Hispanic  voters  back  to  the 
Democratic  side  in  last  year's  elections  and 
the  political  climate  might  be  more  conducive 
to  pragmatic  reforms  to  US  immigration 
laws,  including  guest  worker  provisions  such 
as  H2A  and  H2B,  that  were  unachievable 
in  the  last  election  cycle. 

Farm  Bill  Implementation 

The  implementing  of  rules  and  regulations 
for  the  2008  farm  bill  remain  in  limbo  at  the 
time  of  this  writing,  as  a  new  group  of 
political  leaders  prepare  to  move  into  USDA. 
The  prior  Administration  failed  to  achieve 
its  goal  of  releasing  the  interim  implementing 
rules  by  mid-September,  but  we  can  hope 
that  the  new  leadership  will  expedite  those 
rules  in  early  2009. 

USDA  WASDE  December  Report  on  US 
Sugar  Supply  and  Use 

The  USDA  released  its  December  World 
Agricultural  Supply  and  Demand  Estimates 
(WASDE)  report  for  sugar  supply  and  use. 
2007/08  beginning  stocks  and  production 
were  unchanged  at  1,799,000  short  tons  (raw 
value)  and  8,150,000  tons,  respectively,  with 
beet  production  unchanged  at  4,72 1 ,000  tons 
and  cane  production  unchanged  at  3,429,000 
tons.    Louisiana  production  remained  at 


1,446,000  tons.  Imports  are  increased  to 
2,620,000  tons  from  2,456,000  tons  due 
mainly  to  a  159,000  ton  increase  in  Mexican 
exports  to  the  US.  Total  supply  was 
increased  to  12,569,000  tons  from  12,405,000 
tons  last  month.  Exports  remained  at 
203,000  tons  while  deliveries  were 
decreased  to  10,773,000  tons  from 
10,781,000  tons.  Total  use  rose  to 
10,905,000  tons  from  10,7 15,000  tons,  ending 
stocks  fell  to  1,664,000  tons  from  1,690,000 
tons  last  month,  and  the  stocks  to  use  ratio 
was  decreased  to  15.3  percent  from  15.8 
percent  last  month. 

USDA's  2008/09  beginning  stocks  were 
lowered  to  reflect  the  changes  above. 
Production  was  unchanged  at  7,681,000 
tons,  with  beet  and  cane  production  holding 
at  4,225,000  tons  and  3,456,000  tons, 
respectively.  Louisiana  production  remained 
at  1,300,000  tons  and  Florida  stayed  at 
1,747,000  tons.  Imports  remained  at 
2,496,000  tons,  with  lower  re-export  volumes 
offset  by  higher  Mexican  imports.  Total 
supply  was  decreased  to  11,841,000  tons 
from  1 1,867,000  tons  last  month.  Deliveries 
were  unchanged  at  10,710,000  tons,  while 
exports  fell  to  170,000  tons  from  250,000 
tons  last  month.  Total  use  was  lowered  to 
10,880,000  tons  from  10,960,000  tons, 
resulting  in  an  increase  in  ending  stocks  to 
961,000  tons  from  907,000  tons  last  month. 


True  Value  Hardware 


"Serving  South  Louisiana  For  Over  50  Years  " 

•  Fertilizer  •  Chemicals  •  Custom  Blending 
•  Farm  Supplies  •  Purina  Feeds  •  Pet  Supplies 

•  Lake  Country  Feeds  •  Lawn  And  Garden 

P  O  Box  250     32705  Highway  1  South 

White  Castle   LA   70788 

Phone:  (225)545-3616     Fax:  (225)545-8065 


FLYING  SERVICE  AVAILABLE 
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Need  to  grow  your 
farming  business? 

Consider  an  agricultural  loan 
from  Capital  One. 


CapitalQne 


Capital  One  has  a  variety  of  flexible,  affordable,  and  convenient 
agricultural  loans  to  suit  your  business  needs. 

•  Equipment  loans  •  Farm  real  estate  loans 

•  Production  loans  •  Recreational  real  estate  loans 

We  are  also  experienced  in  financing  for  a  broad  range  of  facilities 
including: 

•  Cotton  gins  '  Suppliers 

•  Sugar  mills  *  Equipment  companies 

•  Warehouses 


To  learn  more  about  Capital  One's  agricultural  loans  and  what  we  can  do  for  your 
business,  stop  by  your  nearest  Capital  One  branch,  call  1-888-855-2265, 
or  click  www.  capitalonebank.com 


I  —  f    Normal  credit  qualifications  apply. 

lender    ©2007  Capital  One  Services,  Inc.  Capital  One  is  a  federally-registered  trademark.  All  rights  reserved. 


Kleentek® 


Louisiana 


"WHEN  QUALITY  REALLY  COUNTS" 


To  Place  an  Order  Call  337-364-2216 


Manage  Shucks  and  Trash 

At  Harvest 

WITHOUT  BURNING! 


INTRODUCING  The  Sunco  3-Row 

•  Moves  Trash  Behind  Harvester  from 
Beds  to  Furrows 

•  Operating  Speeds  6-8  MPH 

•  Tandum  Guage  Wheels  to  Float  Over 
Drains 

•  Row  Unit  Shock  Protection 

•  Trash  Decomposes  in  Time  for 
Spring  Field  Work 

•  Cane  Residue  Becomes  Valuable 
Compost  Returned  to  the  Soil 

•  Doesn't  Choke 
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QUIPMENT 


Sprayer  Parts  &  Supplies 

P.O.  Box  607 

Lady  of  the  Lake  Road 

St.  Martinville,  LA  70582 

PH:  337-394-6362  •  FAX:  337-394-5357  •  800-264-1061 


SUNCO  Representative 
Bud  Lame 

Youngsville,  LA 
337-856-5316 


800-676-2146 
www.sunc0marketin3.com 


On  The  Farm 

By  Windell  Jackson 
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Crop  Report  -  ASSCT 
Atrazine  Use  in  the  Upper  Terrebonne  Drainage  Basin 


To  date,  December  14,  2008,  there 
have  been  a  number  of  nights  where 
the  low  morning  temperatures  dipped 
into  the  28  -  29°  range,  which  has  resulted 
in  the  frosting  of  most  top  growth  in  both 
standing  and  planted  fields  of  cane.  These 
short  lived  freezes  have  done  no  significant 
damage  to  the  standing  crop. 

As  the  old  saying  goes,  "This  is  Louisiana, 
if  you  don't  like  the  weather  just  stick  around 
for  a  little  while  and  it  will  change." 
Receiving  a  pre  Christmas  surprise  on 
December  11,  most  of  the  industry  was 
covered  with  snow.  Rates  from  34  -  6  inches 
of  snow  were  reported  by  various  weather 
stations  throughout  the  cane  belt.  The  rapid 
rate  at  which  the  snow  fell  and  the  cooler 
temperature  of  the  early  morning  hours 
allowed  the  snow  to  accumulate  on  some 
major  roads  and  bridges  causing  them  to  be 
closed  down  for  safety  reasons.  The  closing 
of  roads  occurred  in  the  more  Northern 
region  of  the  cane  belt.  For  most,  the  snow 
was  all  gone  by  the  noon  hour.  This  snow 
on  December  11,  2008,  was  the  earliest 
recorded  for  the  cane  belt.  Luckily 
temperatures,  for  the  most  part,  were  above 
the  32°  mark  and  the  industry  should  not 
suffer    any    damages    from    the    cold 


temperatures  associated  with  this  unusual 
snow  fall. 

The  most  recent  survey  of  the  industry 
indicates  that  some  growers  will  harvest  well 
into  the  first  of  the  New  Year.  In  data 
collected  from  the  cold  tolerance  test  in 
Houma,  the  post-freeze  deterioration  results 
for  most  of  the  newer  commercial  varieties 
were  inconclusive.  The  data  on  the  other 
hand  for  L  99-233  indicates  that  there  were 
significant  losses  in  both  TRS  and  stalk 
weight,  along  with  an  increase  in  fiber.  This 
data  was  collected  during  a  four-week 
sampling  period  from  January  4,  2008  to 
February  5,  2008.  The  data  would  suggest, 
due  to  potential  losses  following  freezes,  that 
all  99-233  should  be  harvested  before  the 
middle  of  December. 

In  last  month's  article  I  wrote  about  how 
dry  the  industry  was  and  how  few  fields 
were  rutted:  over  the  last  couple  of  weeks 
field  conditions  have  changed.^  Even  with 
recent  rains  sugar  recoveries  are  still 
reaching  record  setting  heights.  The  entire 
industry  has  now  received  a  number  of 
saturating  rains  resulting  in  muddy  harvest 
conditions.  The  rutting  of  fields  will  probably 
continue  until  the  end  of  harvest.  Growers 
are  reminded  that  the  first  three  main  points 


for  maximizing  yield  potential  are:  1)  good 
drainage,  2)  good  drainage,  and  3)  good 
drainage.  Although  this  harvest  will  be  a 
very  long  one  for  most,  growers  are  urged 
to  reestablish  drainage  in  rutted  fields  as 
quickly  as  possible. 

Data  throughout  the  years  has  shown 
much  higher  stubble  yields  where  fields  were 
well  drained  as  compared  to  fields  that  were 
allowed  to  over  winter  with  standing  water. 
Research  conducted  by  Dr.  Ryan  Viator, 
USDA-ARS  Sugarcane  Lab,  Houma,  LA, 
indicates  that  L  99-226's  yields  are  drastically 
affected  by  waterlogged  soils.  In  some  plots, 
the  yield  of  sugar  per  acre  was  reduced  to 
half  that  of  the  plots  in  which  the  soil  did  not 
remain  saturated.  With  the  tough  economical 
times  faced  by  the  Louisiana  sugar  industry, 
we  must  maximize  all  yield  potential  by 
taking  care  of  these  important  tasks. 

Another  potential  yield  robber  is  letting 
harvest  residue  remain  on  stubble  too  long. 
Once  again  drawing  upon  research  data 
collected  by  Dr.  Viator,  96-540' s  stubble  yield 
can  be  severely  impacted  by  not  removing 
post  harvest  residue  from  the  top  of  the  rows 
or  by  late  removal  of  the  post  harvest  residue. 
Removal  of  harvest  residue  should  be 
completed  before  there  is  an  abundance  of 
green  regrowth.  Whether  by  burning  or  by 
mechanical  method,  residue  removal  should 
be  accomplished  before  the  first  week  in 
March.  Remember  that  the  same  Certified 
Burning  criteria  apply  to  the  removal  of 
residue  during  January  and  February  as 
applies  to  burning  during  harvest. 

ASSCT 

Growers  and  processors  are  reminded 
that  the  Louisiana  Division  of  ASSCT  will 
hold  its  annual  meeting  at  the  Crown  Plaza 
(formerly  the  Holiday  Inn  Select),  in  Baton 
Rouge,  Louisiana.  The  dates  for  the 
upcoming  meeting  have  been  set  for  Tuesday 
and  Wednesday,  February  3  and  4.    The 


sessions  will  begin  at  9:30  a.m.  on  Tuesday. 
In  addition  to  the  usual  business  activities 
(reports  and  election  of  officers),  there  will 
be  a  technical  session  on  one  or  more 
important  and  timely  topics.  Lunch  will  be 
in  the  Premier  Ballroom  and  will  include  a 
brief  program  as  well  as  the  installation  of 
the  2009  -  2010  officers.  Members  are 
reminded  that  there  will  not  be  a  banquet 
Tuesday  evening.  Members  are  also 
reminded  that  the  Tuesday  afternoon 
sessions  are  joint  sessions.  The 
manufacturing  session  will  be  before  the 
coffee  break  and  will  be  followed  by  the 
agricultural  session.  On  Wednesday, 
February  4,  sessions  will  resume  in  the  a.m.; 
the  agricultural  session  will  be  first,  with  the 
manufacturing  session  following  the  coffee 
break.  Adjournment  of  the  2009  meeting 
should  be  somewhere  around  noon. 
Additional  information  can  be  found  by 
calling  (225)  925-2244  or  visiting  the  ASSCT 
website  at  www.assct.org  . 

Atrazine  use  in  the  Upper  Terrebonne 
Drainage  Basin 

In  the  Memorandum  of  Agreement 
between  the  EPA  and  Syngenta,  tolerance 
levels  were  established  for  the  amount  of 
atrazine  that  will  be  legally  allowed  in  the 
Upper  Terrebonne  Drainage  Basin.  The 
key  to  the  success  for  any  mitigation  plan  is 
education.  The  task  of  developing  the  BMPs 
and  then  getting  this  information  to  growers 
was  given  to  the  LSU  AgCenter  and  the 
Extension  Service.  The  AgCenter  in 
conjunction  with  the  Upper  Terrebonne 
Stakeholders  Group  developed  a  six  step 
voluntary  BMP  plan  to  aid  in  the  reduction 
of  atrazine  in  runoff  water  that  goes  into 
the  Basin. 

Six  mitigation  actions  recommended  by 
the  LSU  AgCenter  for  the  effective  use  of 
atrazine  in  sugarcane  are  as  follows: 
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1.  Do  not  use  more  than  is  recommended 
for  a  particular  application.  Individual 
application  rate  should  not  exceed  more 
than  2  lbs.  active  ingredient  per  acre  when 
applied  on  a  band  (2  quarts  of  4L 
formulation  or  2.22  lbs.  of  90%  dry 
formulation  applied  for  example  on  a  36 
inch  band  on  a  72  inch  row). 

2.  Do  not  apply  atrazine  to  a  wet  soil  surface 
where  potential  for  runoff  would  be  great. 
A  drier  soil  that  is  worked  will  absorb 
more  atrazine.  Once  atrazine  is  in  the  soil, 
runoff  potential  decreases.  Most  atrazine 
that  leaves  a  field  does  so  in  the  first 
rainfall  event  following  application  that  is 
sufficient  to  cause  water  runoff. 

3.  Do  not  apply  atrazine  to  non-crop  areas 
around  fields  (ditches  and  headlands) 
since  application  to  these  areas  will 
increase  the  likelihood  of  runoff. 

4.  Use  alternative  herbicides  where  practical. 
Winter  weeds  can  be  controlled  with 
Gramoxone,  Boa,  Weedmaster,  Brash, 
Kambamaster,  or  a  2,4-D  formulation. 
Herbicides  to  include  DuPont  K4,  Direx, 
Karmex,  Sencor,  Sinbar,  or  Spartan  can 
provide  control  of  both  emerged  weeds 
and  those  that  will  emerge  later. 

5.  Atrazine  is  effective  on  morning  glories 
or  tie- vines.  These  weeds  generally  are 
most  prevalent  in  fields  after  layby 
suggesting  that  for  most  efficient  control 
of  tie-vines  atrazine  application  should  be 
delayed  until  layby  or  later  in  the  season 
as  tie- vines  emerge.  Other  herbicides  are 
as  effective  as  or  more  effective  than 
atrazine. 

6.  Avoid  broadcast  application  of  atrazine  if 
a  banded  application  will  suffice.  Weeds 


growing  in  the  middles  are  usually 
destroyed  by  cultivation.  Broadcast 
application  of  atrazine  prior  to  layby 
provides  little  additional  weed  control  when 
compared  with  a  banded  application. 
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Talk  to  Broussard  before  you  buy! 

Fuel  Saving  Case  10.3/355hp  Engine 

New  Crop  Dividers  for  New  Louisiana  Varieties 

New  Tracks  -  Up  to  Double  The  Life 
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Sales    Parts    Service 
337-845-5080 
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Growing  Your 
Bottom  Line 

By  Michael  Salassi,  PhD. 
LSU  AgCenter 


Valuation  of  Growing  Sugarcane  Crops 
on  a  Farm  Balance  Sheet 


An  important  part  of  successful  farm 
management  involves  keeping  an 
accurate  set  of  detailed  farm  records. 
A  set  of  farm  records  should  include 
information  on  production  data  as  well  as 
financial  data  related  to  farm  operations  in 
which  the  farm  business  is  engaged  in.  Farm 
records  have  many  uses  including 
measurement  of  net  returns  from  production 
operations,  providing  data  for  analysis, 
assisting  in  obtaining  farm  loans,  analyzing 
new  investments  or  alternative  production 
decisions  and  preparing  income  tax  returns. 
Two  primary  financial  statements  which 
are  included  in  farm  financial  records  are  the 
income  statement  and  the  balance  sheet.  The 
farm  income  statement  is  a  report  which 
summarizes  the  income  earned,  expenses 
incurred  and  net  profit  generated  by  the  farm 
operation  over  a  period  of  time,  usually  one 
year.  The  farm  balance  sheet  is  a  report  which 
summarizes  the  value  of  assets,  liabilities  and 
net  equity  for  the  farm  business  at  a  specific 
point  in  time,  usually  at  the  beginning  or  end 
of  a  year. 

One  of  the  most  common  questions 
concerning  a  farm  balance  sheet  is  the  correct 
method  to  use  in  valuing  various  farm  assets. 
These  farm  assets  range  from  land  owned, 


buildings  and  improvements,  machinery  and 
equipment,  livestock,  investment  in  growing 
crops,  prepaid  expenses,  inventories  of  grain, 
etc.  Cost  basis  and  market  value  basis 
valuation  are  the  two  most  common  methods 
of  valuing  a  farm  asset.  Cost  basis  uses  the 
original  cost  of  the  asset,  less  any  accumulated 
depreciation.  Market  value  basis  uses  the 
estimated  amount  the  asset  would  sell  for  on 
the  date  of  the  balance  sheet  statement,  less 
any  selling  costs. 

To  properly  analyze  the  financial  condition 
of  a  farming  operation,  a  complete  farm 
balance  sheet  would  include  both  cost  basis 
and  market  value  basis  asset  valuation 
estimates,  where  appropriate.  The  most 
common  examples  of  farm  assets  where  both 
valuation  methods  could  be  employed  would 
include  land  owned,  farm  buildings  and 
machinery  and  equipment. 

For  sugarcane  farms,  investment  in 
growing  crops,  i.e.,  the  value  of  growing 
cane  at  year  end,  would  be  valued  on  a  farm 
balance  sheet  on  a  cost  basis.  In  other  words, 
the  value  of  sugarcane  which  will  be  harvested 
for  sugar  in  the  following  year,  as  a  farm 
asset,  would  be  valued  on  the  balance  sheet 
as  the  total  production  costs  invested  in  that 
crop  up  to  that  point  in  time. 
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Once  at  least  one  year  of  harvest  has 
occurred  on  tracts  of  land  containing 
sugarcane  to  be  harvested  for  seedcane  or 
sugar,  the  remaining  investment  in  the  growing 
crop  must  be  adjusted  to  account  for  this 
harvest.  For  a  tract  of  land  which  would  be 
harvested  through  third  stubble,  the  commonly 
accepted  method  is  to  reduce  the  investment 
in  the  growing  crop,  i.e.,  unrecovered  planting 
cost,  by  25%  for  each  harvest.  In  this  manner, 
plantcane  would  be  valued  at  100%  of  total 
planting  cost,  first  stubble  would  be  75%, 
second  stubble  50%  and  third  stubble  25%. 

Each  year,  the  LSU  AgCenter  publishes 
estimates  of  sugarcane  planting  costs  which 
can  be  used  to  value  growing  sugarcane  crops 
for  the  purpose  of  placing  an  asset  value  on 
growing  cane  on  a  farm  balance  sheet  as  well 
as  serving  as  a  basis  for  crop  valuation  in  cases 


where  sugarcane  production  is  terminated 
before  the  end  of  the  normal  crop  cycle.  The 
table  below  presents  variable  and  total  cost 
estimates  for  various  sugarcane  planting 
methods  for  sugarcane  planted  in  2008.  The 
total  cost  estimate  would  be  used  to  value  this 
newly  planted  acreage  on  a  farm  balance  sheet 
at  the  end  of  2008  or  the  beginning  of  2009. 
Stubble  cane  would  be  valued  at  a  percentage 
of  its  original  planting  cost,  depending  upon 
the  age  of  the  crop  as  previously  mentioned. 
This  sugarcane  planting  cost/asset  value 
information  is  published  in  two  reports  each 
year:  (1)  Allocation  of  Sugarcane  Planting 
Costs  and  (2)  Prorated  Planting  Costs  of 
Sugarcane.  Both  of  these  reports  are  available 
on  the  LSU  AgCenter  web  page  at 
www.lsuagcenter.com  in  the  Economics 
section  on  the  Sugarcane  web  page. 


Table  1  -  Est.  Balance  Sheet  Value  on  Jan.  1, 2009  of  Cane  Planted  in  2008 


Sugarcane  Crop  Planted  in  2008: 

Cultured  seed  cane  -  hand  planted 
Propagated  seed  cane  -  hand  planted 
Propagated  seed  cane  -  mech.  planted 
Plant  cane  -  wholestalk  hand  planted 
Plant  cane  -  wholestalk  mech.  planted 
Plant  cane  -  billet  mech.  planted 


Variable 

Total 

Planting  Cost 

Planting  Cost 

(dollars 

per  ac 

re) 

968 

1,149 

585 

791 

652 

859 

537 

745 

587 

799 

735 

999 

go 

)  natural. 

P^^aV^MJ 

^  sweet  by  nature 

www.sugar.org 
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CORPORATION 


Jrom  tdefieCcCto  the  factory 


HONIRON  Corporation  is  your  authorized 
JOHN  DEERE  SUGAR  dealer  for  all  of  your 
cane  harvesting  equipment,  parts  and  service 
needs. 


Honiron  vertical  crystallizer  installation 


HONIRON  Corporation 

P.O.  Box  620  ■  Jeanerette,  LA  70544 

Phone  (337)  276-6314  ■  Fax  (337)  276-3614 

sales(S)honiron.com      www.honiron.com 


Committed  to  Customer  Satisfaction 


Try  the  Classifieds 

in 

The  Sugar  Bulletin* 


It  Really  Works! 
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Sweet  crop. 


Sweet  financing. 

Growing  and  milling  sugarcane  is  a  specialized  business.  That's  why  you  need  a  financial 
partner  who  understands  the  sugar  industry.  One  who  offers  wise  lending  built  on  years 
of  experience  in  the  field. 

For  more  than  80  years,  we've  been  helping  sugarcane  growers  just  like  you,  whether  it's 
to  purchase  or  refinance  cane  property,  finance  capital  equipment  or  build  or  improve 
facilities. 

For  a  financial  partner  who  works  as  hard  as  you  do,  call  the  folks  at  the  Louisiana  Land 
Bank.  We'll  help  you  finance  a  sweet  deal. 


LAND  BANK 

1-877-648-LAND  Call  now  for  information,  or  to  apply 

for  a  loan  to  bu\;  build,  improve  or  refinance.  You  can  also  visit  us  at 
www.louisianalandbank.com. 
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Louisiana 

Smoke  Management  Guidelines 

for  Sugarcane  Harvesting 


All  growers  should  have  attended  the  Certified  Burn  Manager 
Program.  The  list  below  are  the  steps  you  must  take  when 
burning. 

Step  1 .  Identify  Smoke  Sensitive  Areas 

Step  2.  Obtain  Fire  Weather  Forecast 

Step  3.  Develop  a  Prescribed  Burn  Plan 

Step  4.  Determine  Smoke  Category  Day 

Step  5.  Determine  Smoke  and  Ash  Screening  Distance 

Step  6.  Determine  Direction  of  Smoke  and  Ash  Plume 

Step  7.  Evaluate  the  Prescribed  Burn  Results 

Step  8.  Keep  good  harvest  records 

If  you  have  misplaced  your  copy  or  would  like  additional  copies, 
contact  the  League  office  or  your  county  agent. 

The  League  staff  wishes  to  remind  all  growers  that  although 
these  guidelines  are  voluntary,  it  is  vitally  important  that 
burning  operations  be  conducted  in  as  efficient  a  manner  as 
possible  in  order  to  manage  smoke  and  ash  and  reduce  their 
impact  on  the  public. 

The  future  of  cane  burning  depends  upon  the  successful 
incorporation  of  these  guidelines  into  your  farming  operation. 
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I  7400  Hi-Crop  John  Deere, 
front  wheel  assist;  7410  Hi- 
Crop  John  Deere,  front  wheel 
assist;  '96  CH  2500  Cameco 

j  Combine  Harvester  in  good 
condition;  Broussard 

Harvester,    sun-strain   hyd 

I  system,  single  row.  All 
equipment  field  ready.    Call 

;  985-859-5598,985-414-1813, 
or  985-446-2446  (night). 

'99  Komatsu  200  Track  Hoe, 
Billet-Grabs  with  2  Buckets; 
'93  Austoft  Cane  Combine, 
new-corn,  eng.;  3  Side  Dump 
(Billet)  Road  Trailers.  Call 
Tommy  at  318-452-7945  or 
Byrns  at  318-452-5373. 


^     '96  Austoft  7700  complete  w/ 
■Q     2000  engine  -  $25,000.    Call 
Q)     Chris  at  225-268-2115. 
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'98  Cameco  CH  2500  Chopper 
Harvester,  excellent  condition 
-  $35,000.  You  can  try  it  before 
you  buy  it.  Call  Troy  Canella 
at  225-268-8651  or  225-268- 
6630. 

(2)  Prime  3-row  Choppers  with 
off  bars;  JD  3-row  Sub  soiler 
with  extra  2-row  additions; 
LeBlanc  main  drain  Power 
Ditcher,  22"  cut;  (1)8  row 
Planter's  Aid;  Orthman  3-row 
Cultivator,  Row  Marker, 
Planter  Covering  Tools.  Call 
John  at  337-540-5623  or  337- 
478-4652. 
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American  Sugar 

Cane  League 
Annual  Meeting 

February  25,  2009 

Envie  Banquet  Room 

203  E.  Bayou  Rd. 

Thibodaux,  LA 

See  Next  Month's  Issue  of 

The  Sugar  Bulletin 

for  more  information 


IHE  SUGAR  BUXEEITN 


The  mission  of  the  American  Sugar  Cane  League  is  to  sustain  success  through  effective 
research,  positive  legislation,  public  relations/promotion,  and  education. 


American 
Sugar  Cane 
League 


February  2009 
Volume  87,  No,  5 


faking  Life  Sweeter.  Naturally 


ANNOUNCING  THE 

EIGHTY-SIXTH  ANNUAL  MEETING 

OF  THE 

AMERICAN  SUGAR  CANE  LEAGUE 

OF  THE  U.S.A.,  INC. 

THURSDAY,  FEBRUARY  19,  2009  -  10:30  A.M. 

HOWARD  JOHNSONS  ENVIE 

203  E.  BAYOU  RD.,  THIBODAUX,  LA 

Registration  begins  at  9:30  a.m. 

At  this  meeting  there  will  be  an  election  of  members  of  the 

Board  of  Directors  to  serve  during  the  ensuing  year. 

(See  Up  Front  With  The  League  for  more  information) 
The  League  Foundation  will  also  hold  a  meeting  to  elect  a  Board  of  Directors. 

All  members  of  the  League  will  please  consider  this  an  official  notice  to  attend. 
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The  Official  Bulletin  of  the  American  Sugar  Cane  League  of  the  U.S.A.,  Inc. 
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Officers  and  Members  of  the  Board  of  Directors  of  the  American  Sugar  Cane  League 


Jessie  Breaux,  Franklin,  LA 

President 
Greg  Nolan,  Thibodaux,  LA 

Vice-President 
James  H.  Simon,  Thibodaux,  LA 

General  Manager 

Brett  Allain,  Jeanerette,  LA 

Paul  Bourdier,  Jeanerette,  LA 

Craig  Caillier,  Jeanerette,  LA 

Lonnie  Champagne,  Breaux  Bridge,  LA 

Mike  Comb,  St.  Martinville,  LA 

C.J.  Daigle,  Belle  Rose,  LA 

Peter  Dufresne,  Paulina,  LA 

Daniels  "Dan"  Duplantis,  Sr.,  Raceland,  LA 

John  Earles,  Bunkie,  LA 

Mark  Engemann,  Maringouin,  LA 

John  Gay,  Plaquemine,  LA 

Ronald  Gonsoulin,  New  Iberia,  LA 

Gary  Gravois,  Napoleonville,  LA 

Charles  Guidry,  Erath,  LA 

Ronald  Guillotte,  Jr.,  Jeanerette,  LA 

Bryan  Harang,  Thibodaux,  LA 

Warren  Harang,  III,  Donaldsonville,  LA 

Jim  Harper,  Bunkie,  LA 

J.  Roddy  Hulett,  St.  James,  LA 

Robert  "Bobby"  Judice,  Franklin,  LA 


Michael  Daigle,  Belle  Rose,  LA 

Secretary 
Wallace  "Dickie"  Ellender,  III,  Bourg,  LA 

Treasurer 
Jack  Pettus,  Washington,  DC 

Vice  President  of  Government  Relations 

Scott  Kessler,  White  Castle,  LA 

Joel  Landry,  Paincourtville,  LA 

Duane  Legendre,  Thibodaux,  LA 

Will  Legendre,  Jeanerette,  LA 

Lawrence  "Boo"  Levert,  III,  St.  Martinville,  LA 

Chris  Mattingly,  Paincourtville,  LA 

Michael  Melancon,  Breaux  Bridge,  LA 

Frank  Minvielle,  New  Iberia,  LA 

Rivers  Patout,  Jeanerette,  LA 

Howard  Robichaux,  Labadieville,  LA 

Charles  Schudmak,  White  Castle,  LA 

Donald  Segura,  New  Iberia,  LA 

Bryan  Simon,  Abbeville,  LA 

Frank  Sotile,  Jr.,  St.  James,  LA 

David  Stewart,  Lakeland,  LA 

Jackie  Theriot,  St.  Martinville,  LA 

Charles  Thibaut,  Donaldsonville,  LA 

David  Thibodeaux,  Jeanerette,  LA 

Tommy  Thibodeaux,  New  Iberia,  LA 

Daniel  P.  Viator,  Youngsville,  LA 


The  Sugar  Bulletin  is  published  monthly  by  the  American  Sugar  Cane  League  of  the  U.S.A.,  Inc.  a  nonprofit 

organization.  Subscriptions  are  domestic  $15  a  year  and  foreign  $50  a  year. 

POSTMASTER:  Send  address  changes  to  The  Sugar  Bulletin,  206  E.  Bayou  Road,  Thibodaux,  LA  70301 

The  views  and  opinions  expressed  by  columnists  in  this  publication  are  those  of  the  author  and  not  necessarily  those 

of  the  American  Sugar  Cane  League.   Views  and  opinions  expressed  in  advertisements  in  this  publication  are  those 

of  the  advertiser  and  not  necessarily  those  of  the  American  Sugcw  Cane  League. 


IN  THIS  ISSUE 


Up  Front    With  The  League 3 

by  Jim  Simon 

Washington  Update  7 

by  Jack  Pettus 

On  The  Farm  11 

by  Windell  Jackson 

Growing  Your  Bottom  Line 15 

by  Dr.  Michael  Salassi 

The  Baton  Rouge  Line 17 

by  Tom  Spradley 

Dedicated  Research  Funding  Summary 19 

Annual  Meeting  Registration  Form Inside  Back  Cover 

Classifieds Back  Cover 


w 

Jfc: 


CapitalQrie 


Need  to  grow  your 
farming  business? 

Consider  an  agricultural  loan 
from  Capital  One. 


Capital  One  has  a  variety  of  flexible,  affordable,  and  convenient 
agricultural  loans  to  suit  your  business  needs. 

•  Equipment  loans  •  Farm  real  estate  loans 

•  Production  loans  •  Recreational  real  estate  loans 

We  are  also  experienced  in  financing  for  a  broad  range  of  facilities 


including: 

•  Cotton  gins 

•  Sugar  mills 

•  Suppliers 

•  Equipment  companies 

•  Warehouses 

To  learn  more  about  Capital  One's  agricultural  loans  and  what  we  can  do  for  your 
business,  stop  by  your  nearest  Capital  One  branch,  call  1-888-855-2265, 
or  click  www.  capitalonebank.com 


I —  i    Normal  credit  qualifications  apply. 

lendIr    ©2007  Capital  One  Services,  Inc.  Capital  One  is  a  federally-registered  trademark.  All  rights  reserved. 


Sweet  crop. 


Sweet  financing. 

Growing  and  milling  sugarcane  is  a  specialized  business.  That's  why  you  need  a  financial 
partner  who  understands  the  sugar  industry.  One  who  offers  wise  lending  built  on  years 
of  experience  in  the  field. 

For  more  than  80  years,  we've  been  helping  sugarcane  growers  just  like  you,  whether  it's 
to  purchase  or  refinance  cane  property,  finance  capital  equipment  or  build  or  improve 
facilities. 

For  a  financial  partner  who  works  as  hard  as  you  do,  call  the  folks  at  the  Louisiana  Land 
Bank.  We'll  help  you  finance  a  sweet  deal. 


LAND  BANK 

l-O  /  /"Ot-O-L/YLNIJ  Call  now  for  information,  or  to  apply 
for  a  loan  to  buy  build,  improve  or  refinance.  You  can  also  visit  us  at       y^ 
www.  louisii.uhiLiinllhiiik.com.  SSftglS 


Up  Front 
With  The  League 

by  Jim  Simon 


Annual  Meeting  of  the  American  Sugar  Cane  League 
Report  of  the  Nominating  Committee 


The  American  Sugar  Cane  League 
will  host  its'  Eighty-sixth  Annual 
Meeting  of  the  membership  on 
Thursday,  February  19, 2009  at  the  Howard 
Johnson's  Envie'  in  Thibodaux,  Louisiana. 
Registration  will  begin  at  9:30  a.m.  and  the 
meeting  will  be  called  to  order  by  President 
Jessie  Breaux  at  10:30  a.m. 

The  Annual  Meeting  provides  an 
excellent  opportunity  for  the  membership 
to  be  informed  as  to  the  activities  currently 
being  undertaken  by  the  League.  We  have 
a  very  informative  meeting  planned  so 
please  make  every  effort  to  attend.  The 
first  order  of  business  will  be  the  report  of 
the  Nominating  Committee  which  will 
present  its  nominees  for  directors  for  the 
ensuing  year.  An  explanation  in  the  Report 
of  the  Nominating  Committee  will  provide 
clarity  to  the  election  process. 

Following  the  business  affairs  of  the 
meeting,  a  meal  will  be  served.  Please  fill 
out  the  registration  form  on  the  inside 
back  cover  of  this  issue  and  return  it 
to  the  League  office  no  later  than 
February  13,  2009.  The  League  staff 
will  again  try  to  make  the  registration 
process  run  smoothly.  Any  dues  paying 


entity  for  the  2007  crop  should  fill  out  the 
form  completely  so  that  your  election  ballot 
is  prepared  for  you  upon  your  arrival. 

The  Board  of  Directors  and  Staff  of  the 
League  urge  your  attendance.  This  is  a  great 
opportunity  for  you  to  visit  with  other  sugar 
farmers  and  processors  from  across  the 
state. 

Report  of  the  Nominating  Committee 

Each  year,  the  Nominating  Committee  of 
the  League  meets  in  early  January  to  develop 
a  list  of  grower/landlord  member  nominees 
and  at-large  processor  nominees.  This  year 
there  are  eleven  processor  designees,  which 
allows  for  eleven  at-large  processor 
nominations  to  compliment  the  22  grower/ 
landlord  nominations. 

Following  the  presentation  of  the 
committee's  nominations,  the  membership 
will  have  the  opportunity  to  offer  nominations 
from  the  floor.  There  could  be  two  separate 
elections  held  to  determine  who  will  serve 
as  grower/landlord  members,  and  who  will 
serve  as  at-large  processor  members.  Once 
nominations  are  closed,  an  election  will  take 
place  to  determine  who  will  serve  for  the 
ensuing  year. 


Only  members  in  good  standing  are 
afforded  the  privilege  of  voting  at  our 
Annual  Meeting.  For  a  member  to  be 
considered  in  good  standing  dues  must 
be  paid  based  on  the  2007  crop.  Each 
member's  vote  is  weighted  according  to 
member  type  and  the  amount  of  tons  of  gross 
cane  shipped  or  processed  on  which  dues 
are  paid. 

The  following  individuals  were  nominated 
by  the  nominating  committee  to  serve  on  the 
American  Sugar  Cane  League  Board  of 
Directors  beginning  on  February  19,  2009. 

Grower /Landlord  Member  Nominees 

Bret  Allain 

Jessie  Breaux 

Peter  Dufresne 

John  Earles 

Wallace  Ellender 

John  Gay 

Ronald  Gonsoulin 

Gary  Gravois 

Charles  Guidry 

Bryan  Harang 

Warren  Harang,  III 

Jim  Harper 

Robert  "Bobby"  Judice 

Joel  Landry 

Lawrence  "Boo"  Levert,  III 

Michael  Melancon 

Joey  Robichaux 


Bryan  Simon 
Donald  Segura 
Frank  Sotile,  Jr. 
Charles  Thibaut 
Daniel  Viator 

Designated  Processor  Members 

Craig  Caillier 
Michael  Comb 
Mike  Daigle 
Dan  Duplantis,  Sr. 
Ronald  Guillotte,  Jr. 
Chris  Mattingly 
Greg  Nolan 
Rivers  Patout 
Charlie  Schudmak 
David  Stewart 
Tommy  Thibodeaux 

Processor  At-large  Member  Nominees 

Jeff  Broussard 
Lonnie  Champagne 
C.J.  Daigle 
Mark  Engemann 
Ricky  Gonsoulin 
Scott  Kessler 
Duane  Legendre 
Will  Legendre 
Frank  Minvielle 
Randall  Romero 
David  Thibodeaux 
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"Serving  South  Louisiana  For  Over  50  Years" 

•  Fertilizer  •  Chemicals  •  Custom  Blending 
•  Farm  Supplies  •  Purina  Feeds  •  Pet  Supplies 

•  Lake  Country  Feeds  •  Lawn  And  Garden 
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True  Value  Hardware 


P  O  Box  250     32705  Highway  1  South 

White  Castle   LA   70788 

Phone:  (225)545-3616     Fax:  (225)545-8065 

FLYING  SERVICE  AVAILABLE 


M.  J.  NAQUIN,  INC. 

Farm  Equipment 

"A  SQUARE  DEAL  OR  NO  DEAL" 

Introducing 
The  NEW  "Mark  3"  &  "Mark  5" 


The  Revolutionary 
"Mark  3" 

A  UNIQUE  3  ROW 
CULTIVATOR  THAT  CAN 
BE  EASILY  CONVERTED 
INTO  THE  NEW 

"MARK  5" 


The  New 
"Mark  5yt 

a  5  row  cultivator  that  will 

cover  more  acres  in  a  given 

time  period  than  a  3  row. 

The  fuel  and  labor  savings 

could  be  as  much  as  $  1 .00 

or  more  per  acre. 


New  Tapered 

Timken  Style  Bearings 

available  on  "mark  3" 

8c  "MARK  5" 
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205  Arms  Street  Thibodaux,  Louisiana 

985-447-3296  /  985-446-3401  FAX 

email:  mjnaquin@charterinternet.com 


Kleentek® 


Louisiana 


"WHEN  QUALITY  REALLY  COUNTS" 


To  Place  an  Order  Call  337-364-2216 
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First  South  Farm  Credit,  ACA 
Agricultural  Lender 


Your  Numbers  Are  Important  To  Us 

Sugarcane  farmers  manage  large  amounts  of  money  -  some  years  with  minimal  return 

on  investment.  Our  staff  at  First  South  Farm  Credit,  ACA  is  knowledgeable,  qualified 

and  experienced  in  dealing  with  your  numbers.  We  see  them  everyday.  We  hope  that 

our  financial  assistance  results  in  maximum  returns  -  and  that's  a  number  that's 

important  to  YOU! 


Michele  Simoneaux  Dean  Martin  Donna  Booty 

Give  us  a  call  in  Thibodauxl     (985)  446-9450 
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Washington  Update 

By  Jack  Pettus 


Vote  Pending  On  Ag  Secretary 

Economy  Rules  the  Legislative  Calendar 

U.S.  House  Delegation  Takes  Shape 

USDA  WASDE  January  Report  on  US  Sugar  Supply  and  Use 


Fbrmer  Iowa  Governor  Tom  Vilsack 
was  poised  to  become  the  new 
Secretary  of  Agriculture  in  mid- 
January,  with  Senate  confirmation  expected 
to  take  place  immediately  after  the 
Inauguration.  Vilsack,  who  made  an  early 
exit  from  the  recent  presidential  primary 
campaigns,  has  a  long  history  in  support  of 
renewable  energy  and  conservation 
programs  as  Governor  of  Iowa  and  he  made 
a  strong  appearance  before  the  Senate 
Agriculture  Committee  in  an  early  January 
confirmation  hearing.  We  look  forward  to 
working  with  the  new  Secretary  and  are 
hopeful  that  the  other  key  roles  at  USDA 
and  USTR  will  soon  be  filled. 

But,  if  history  is  any  guide,  the  nomination 
and  confirmation  process  for  2nd  and  3rd  tier 
political  appointments  will  take  months. 
Career  officials  and  a  skeleton  political  crew 
will  assume  temporary  management  duties 
while  key  political  positions  remain  unfilled. 
While  some  might  think  of  this  as  a  Utopian 
situation,  there  are  often  important  (and 
sometimes  emergency)  executive  decisions 
that  require  the  focused  efforts  of  policy  and 


political  components  of  government 
operating  in  tandem. 

Economy     Rules     the     Legislative 
Calendar 

Hopes  of  completing  action  on  a  major 
economic  stimulus  package  before  the 
inauguration  gave  way  to  a  new  goal  of 
action  before  the  President's  Day  recess  in 
mid-February.  The  dangers  of  inaction  seem 
so  great  that  this  appears  to  be  a  realistic 
goal,  but  time  will  tell. 

As  Congress  determines  the  makeup  of 
the  stimulus  package,  Senator  Max  Baucus 
has  led  an  effort  to  include  full  funding  for 
ARS  construction  projects  that  are  already 
partially  funded.  Fully  funding  such  projects 
is  seen  as  a  cost-effective  way  to  stimulate 
today's  economy  and  tomorrow's  research. 

In  addition,  Senator  Landrieu  has  quietly, 
but  forcefully,  fought  to  get  agricultural 
disaster  provisions  inserted  in  the  stimulus 
package  taking  shape  in  the  Senate.  Our 
champions  in  the  House  have  begun  to  lay 
the  groundwork  for  House  acquiescence  but, 
at  the  time  of  this  writing,  it  is  impossible  to 


predict  the  results.  Rest  assured  that  the 
delegation  and  their  staff  remain  focused  on 
this  issue. 

The  critical  need  to  address  the  economic 
situation  has  forced  the  incoming 
Administration  and  Congressional  leaders  to 
reprioritize  the  issues  that  will  consume  the 
legislative  calendar  for  the  coming  year  and, 
as  a  result,  several  important  issues  are  likely 
to  be  kicked  to  2010.  Comprehensive 
immigration  reform  is  one  such  issue  and, 
as  a  result,  we  will  need  to  focus  on  another 
waiver  of  H2b  caps  for  FY09.  Recall  that 
the  66,000  worker  cap  on  H2b  workers  is 
equally  divided  into  6  month  segments.  The 
cap  on  the  April-Sept  portion  was  reached 
in  the  first  week  of  January.  Incoming 
Homeland  Security  chief  Janet  Napoliatano 
has  also  stated  that  the  new  Administration's 
initial  focus  regarding  illegal  immigrant  labor 
will  be  on  those  who  hire  such  labor. 

U.S.  House  Delegation  Takes  Shape 

As  the  new  Congress  convened, 
Louisiana's  delegation  was  joined  by  three 
new  leaders.  We  welcome  Representatives 
Joseph  Cao  (R-LA02),  John  Fleming  (R- 
LA04)  and  Bill  Cassidy  (R-LA06)  and  look 
forward  to  working  with  them  on  issues  of 
importance  to  Louisiana.  Cassidy  joins  the 
Natural  Resources  and  Education  and  Labor 
Committees  and  will  serve  as  an  Assistant 
Whip  for  the  minority.  Returning  Rep.  Steve 
Scalise  (R-LA0 1 )  is  also  an  Assistant  Whip 
and  has  won  seats  on  the  Transportation  and 
Infrastructure  Committee  and  the  Energy 
and  Commerce  Committee,  joining  Rep. 
Charlie  Melancon  (D-LA03)  on  that  vital 
committee.  Melancon  is  emerging  as  a 
leader  of  the  pivotal  Blue  Dog  Caucus  of 
conservative  Democrats  and  may  assume 
even  more  legislative  responsibility  in  the 
near  future. 

Rep.  Charles  Boustany  (R-LA07)  was 
selected  to  serve  on  the  Ways  and  Means 


Committee  and  is  well-positioned  to  fill  the 
big  shoes  of  former  Rep.  Jim  McCrery. 
While  Boustany's  elevation  required  him  to 
give  up  his  slot  on  the  Agriculture  Committee, 
the  move  is  certain  to  improve  Louisiana's 
clout  in  Congress. 

USDA  WASDE  January  Report  on  US 
Sugar  Supply  and  Use 

The  USDA  released  its  January  World 
Agricultural  Supply  and  Demand  Estimates 
(WASDE)  report  for  sugar  supply  and  use. 
2007/08  beginning  stocks  and  production 
were  unchanged  at  1,799,000  short  tons  (raw 
value)  and  8, 150,000  tons,  respectively.  Beet 
and  cane  production  were  unchanged  at 
4,721,000  tons  and  3,429,000  tons.  Louisiana 
production  remained  at  1,446,000  tons. 
Imports  and  total  supply  are  constant  at 
2,620,000  tons  and  12,569,000  tons, 
respectively,  as  are  exports  and  deliveries 
at  203,000  tons  and  10,773,000  tons.  Total 
use  rose  slightly  to  10,913,000  tons  from 
10,905,000  tons  last  month  and  ending  stocks 
fell  to  1,656,000  tons  from  1,664,000  tons. 
The  stocks  to  use  ratio  was  reduced  to  15.2 
percent  from  15.3  percent  last  month. 

USDA's  2008/09  beginning  stocks  were 
lowered  to  reflect  the  changes  above. 
Production  was  increased  to  7,800,000  tons 
from  7,681,000  tons,  with  beet  production 
holding  at  4,225,000  tons.  Louisiana 
production  was  increased  to  1,400,000  tons 
from  1,300,000  tons  last  month,  while  Florida 
was  increased  to  1,766,000  tons  from 
1,747,000  tons.  Imports  remained  at 
2,496,000  tons  and  total  supply  was  increased 
to  11,952,000  tons  from  11,841,000  tons  last 
month.  Deliveries  were  unchanged  at 
1 0,7 1 0,000  tons,  exports  held  at  1 70,000  tons, 
and  total  use  was  steady  at  10,880,000  tons, 
resulting  in  an  increase  in  ending  stocks  to 
1 ,072,000  tons  from  96 1 ,000  tons  last  month. 
The  stocks  to  use  ratio  was  increased  to  9.9 
percent  from  8.8  percent. 
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Jrom  the  fieCcCto  t He  factory 


HONIRON  Corporation  is  your  authorized 
JOHN  DEERE  SUGAR  dealer  for  all  of  your 
cane  harvesting  equipment,  parts  and  service 
needs. 


Hon  iron  vertical  crystallizer  installation 


HONIRON  Corporation 

P.O.  Box  620  •  Jeanerette,  LA  70544 

Phone  (337)  276-6314  ■  Fax  (337)  276-3614 

sales(5)honiron.com      www.honiron.com 


Committed  to  Customer  Satisfaction 


Try  the 
Classifieds 
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The  Sugar  Bulletin! 
It  Really  Works! 


Crop 

Production 

Services 


Thibodaux,  LA 
(985)  447-4081 


New  Roads,  LA 
(225)  638-6343 


in 


On  The  Farm 

By  Windell  Jackson 
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Crop  Report 
Mexican  Rice  Borer  Update 


At  the  writing  of  this  article  on  January 
16,  2009,  the  remnants  of  the  2008 
crop  are  being  processed.  St.  Mary 
Co-op  is  the  last  mill  to  end  its 
2008processing  season.  As  of  yet  the  final 
yield  statistics  are  not  assembled;  at  first 
glance,  early  harvest  estimations  seems  to 
have  been  only  somewhat  overly  optimistic. 
After  two  hurricanes  and  a  major  drought 
for  most,  it  appears  that  the  average  tonnage 
yields  for  the  state  will  only  be  from  8  - 
10%  below  original  estimates.  This  year,  as 
most,  there  are  great  variations  in  crop  yields 
from  farm  to  farm  and  from  area  to  area. 
With  the  exceptionally  high  sugar  recoveries 
for  the  2008  crop,  when  all  yield  numbers 
are  calculated,  the  state's  production  of  sugar 
per  acre  will  only  be  slightly  under  that  of 
the  2007  crop.  Without  the  devastation 
resulting  from  the  hurricanes  and  drought, 
this  industry  would  have  had  one  whopper 
of  a  crop. 

Most  reports  to  this  author  regarding  yields 
of  96-540  have  been  good  for  both  tonnage 
and  sugar  per  ton  of  cane.  However,  I  have 
received  several  reports  by  growers  of  less 
than  expected  yields  in  99-226.    Most 


complaints  about  226  were  due  to  lower  than 
expected  tonnage.  On  the  other  hand, 
growers  are  reporting  better  than  expected 
harvest  results  in  99-233.  Even  with  the 
mangled  fields  of  233,  combines  were  able 
to  pickup  stalks  while  leaving  only  a 
moderate  amount  of  scrap. 

To  date,  the  winter  has  been  mild,  resulting 
in  some  improvements  of  stands  in  fields  that 
were  planted  last  fall.  However,  even  with 
the  mildness  of  December  and  the  first  half 
of  January,  there  are  still  a  larger  than 
normal  number  of  fields  whose  weak  stands 
bring  shivers  down  the  back  of  one's  neck. 
The  scary  part  is  that  we  still  have  to  make 
it  through  the  rest  of  January  and  all  of 
February  and  March  before  a  more  definite 
prediction  of  the  plant  cane  crop  is  possible. 
Even  a  light  freeze  in  mid  to  late  March  can 
severely  reduce  stands  in  plant  cane. 

The  writings  so  far  have  been  a  long  round 
about  way  of  getting  to  the  point;  do  not  be 
in  a  rush  to  plow  out  last  year's  high  yielding 
fields  of  older  stubble.  All  decisions  should 
be  based  with  an  eye  to  the  potential 
profitability  of  the  fields  in  question.  With 
the  high  cost  of  production  today,  any  field 


n 


that  cannot  cover  costs  of  production  and 
harvest  should  not  be  maintained. 
Additionally,  if  plant  cane  must  be  plowed 
make  sure  to  keep  good  records  and  be  sure 
also,  that  early  plowed  acreage  is  reported 
as  failed  acreage. 

Mexican  Rice  Borer  Update 

As  most  have  heard  by  now,  the  Mexican 
Rice  Borer  (MRB)  has  been  found  in 
Louisiana.  Near  the  first  of  December  a 
total  of  two  Mexican  Rice  Borers  were 
taken  from  two  different  pheromone  traps 
located  near  the  Louisiana/Texas  state  line. 
The  type  of  pheromone  traps  used  has  the 
ability  to  attract  their  targets  from  a  relatively 
large  radius  (200  ft.  or  so).  Both  moths  have 
been  positively  identified  as  moths  of  the 
Mexican  Rice  Borer.  The  traps  that  snared 
the  two  Mexican  Rice  Borer  moths  were 
located  in  rice  fields  somewhat  north  and 
west  of  Vinton,  Louisiana  (very  close  to  the 
state  line),  not  in  sugarcane  fields.  The  area 
in  which  cane  is  grown  is  20  -  25  miles  east 
of  this  initial  finding. 

An  interagency  effort  between  the  LDAF, 
the  LSU  AgCenter  and  agencies  in  Texas 
has  maintained  and  regularly  monitored  a 
number  of  traps  for  this  pest  for  ten  years 
or  so.  For  2008,  traps  were  placed  for 
monitoring  in  more  than  30  locations.  Starting 
at  the  state  line,  the  locations  include  rice 
fields,  cane  fields,  placement  along 
Interstate  10,  and  the  sugar  mills  that  process 
cane  from  the  western  LA  cane  region. 
Because  of  the  effectiveness  of  the 
pheromone  being  used  in  traps,  it  is  believed 
that  this  is  the  first  year  that  the  Mexican 
Rice  Borer  made  it  into  the  state  and  that 
the  population  is  just  getting  started.  Now 
that  the  initial  findings  are  established,  the 
next  step  for  2009  will  include  the  setting  up 
of  a  more  intensive  series  of  traps  that  should 
pinpoint  the  extent  of  the  Mexican  Rice 
Borer  movement  into  Louisiana  and  help 


provide  data  on  how  quickly  this  pest  is 
spreading  and  in  what  direction. 

You  have  heard  and  will  hear  many  horror 
stories  about  the  damage  caused  by  the 
Mexican  Rice  Borer  to  sugarcane,  and  they 
are  all  probably  true.  The  Mexican  Rice 
Borer  is  a  very  costly  and  devastating  pest, 
but  "the  sky  is  not  falling!"  In  other  cane 
industries,  the  most  devastating  damages  to 
sugarcane  have  been  reported  from  fields 
of  highly  susceptible  varieties  that  are 
growing  in  environmental  conditions  that 
require  irrigation  to  produce  a  crop 
successfully  each  year.  The  most  staggering 
damages  are  found  in  fields  of  highly 
susceptible  varieties  that  did  not  receive 
enough  irrigation  water  to  maintain  growth 
and  produce  a  healthy  green  field.  In 
sugarcane,  Mexican  Rice  Borers  are 
attracted  to  and  deposit  their  eggs  on 
desiccated  leaves  in  fields  that  are  in 
advanced  stages  of  decline.  For  the  most 
part  the  Louisiana  sugarcane  industry 
receives  enough  rain  each  year  that  we 
should  not  have  a  problem  with  a  rapid 
population  build.  Additionally,  the  natural 
spread  of  the  Mexican  Rice  Borer  appears 
to  move  at  a  rather  slow  pace.  The 
eastward  movement  of  the  Mexican  Rice 
Borer  in  Texas  rice  fields  has  been  tracked 
from  2000  through  2007  at  a  rate  of  10.25 
miles  per  year. 

The  effects  of  natural  enemies  such  as 
the  red  imported  fire  ant  found  in  the  cane 
fields  here  in  LA  on  the  Mexican  Rice  Borer 
are  unknown  at  this  time.  Because  of  the 
many  years  that  the  Louisiana  sugarcane 
growers  have  used  an  integrated  pest 
management  approach  for  sugarcane  borer 
control,  the  buildup  of  friendly  insects  has 
been  greatly  enhanced.  As  you  may  recall, 
LCP  85-384  was  rated  as  extremely 
susceptible  to  the  sugarcane  borer  when  it 
was  released  to  the  industry.  There  were 
predictions  that  the  price  tag  to  control  borers 
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in  this  variety  would  put  the  industry  out  of 
business  and  that  the  industry  would  not  be 
able  to  grow  it  without  significant  losses  in 
production.  With  the  use  of  the  integrated 
pest  management  program  for  the 
sugarcane  borer,  which  included  the 
incorporation  of  knowledgeable  crop 
consultants  to  scout  for  infestations,  384  had 
a  historical  impact  on  this  industry. 
Knowledgeable  and  proper  scouting  of  the 
crop  for  borers  will  be  a  major  tool  in 
reducing  economic  losses  to  this  new  pest 
as  it  spreads  through  the  industry. 

As  of  yet  there  has  been  no  selection  in 
the  less  advanced  stages  of  the  variety 
selection  program  for  the  Mexican  Rice 
Borer.  However,  research  data  indicates 
that  there  is  some  resistance  to  the  Mexican 
Rice  Borer  in  the  various  commercial 
varieties  being  grown  by  the  industry  at  this 
time.  Varieties  with  more  resistance  to  the 
Mexican  Rice  Borer  will  be  selected  and 
released  to  the  industry  in  upcoming  years 
for  incorporation  into  our  pest  management 
program  along  with  new  chemicals  for 
control  of  this  pest. 

The  Louisiana  sugarcane  industry  must 
maintain  vigilance  for  the  Mexican  Rice 
Borer.  The  industry  will  surely  undergo 
some  adjustment,  which  includes  changes 
in  the  BMPs  for  sugarcane  production  and 
additional  production  costs.  We  will 
continue  our  cooperative  efforts  with  LSU, 


Specializing  in 
Cane  Harvester  Repair 

(337)  276-4746  Hm. 
(337)  523-5785  Cell 


USDA  and  the  Louisiana  Department  of 
Agriculture  and  Forestry  to  monitor  and 
combat  this  pest.  While  we  certainly  do 
not  need  another  issue  to  address,  we  feel 
that  this  problem  is  manageable  and  for  the 
near  future  should  have  minimal  impact  on 
our  industry. 

A  meeting  of  LDAF,  AgCenter,  and 
USDA  personnel  was  held  on  January  13, 
2009  to  discuss  upcoming  actions-steps 
following  the  recent  find  of  the  MRB  in 
Louisiana.  Also  attending  the  meeting  were 
representatives  of  rice  and  sugarcane 
industries.  The  immediate  outcome  of  this 
meeting  was  to  establish  a  wide-ranging 
trapping  program  to  delimit  the  extent  of 
spread  of  the  MRB.  This  program  will  be  a 
cooperative  effort  of  all  invested  parties. 
The  mapping  of  infested  areas  will  be 
accomplished  with  a  large  number  of 
pheromone  traps  in  the  upcoming  spring  and 
summer  months.  In  the  meantime,  the 
AgCenter  will  develop  BMPs  for  production 
methods  in  an  effort  to  minimize  damage 
and  spread  of  the  MRB  within  the  sugarcane 
industry. 

The  Louisiana  sugar  industry  is  grateful 
to  the  AgCenter,  LDAF  and  USDA  for  their 
quick  and  professional  responses  to  this 
developing  problem  and  are  given 
assurances  that  the  Louisiana  sugarcane 
industry  will  cooperate  in  any  way  possible. 
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A  View  From  The  Top 


The  new  2009  Austoft  8800  harvester!  The  heart  of  the 

7700  but  with  class  leading  enhancements  in 

harvesting  capacity  and  operator  comfort. 


Electronic  automatic  cutter  height  and  cruise  control 

Data  Logger  which  measures: 

Area  harvested,  time  harvesting,  time  waiting,  fuel 
Consumption,  engine  parameters,  base  cutter  pressure, 
Hydraulic  oil  temp,  etc.  Measurements  are  downloadable 
To  a  USB  memory  stick  for  transfer  to  your  PC. 

Right  hand  console  with  multi-function  handle. 

Left  hand  steer  and  cruise  control.  £|0!& 

Wide  combine  cab  with  standard  training  seat.  ^  JfcflP* 
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Growing  Your 
Bottom  Line 

By  Michael  Salassi,  PhD, 
LSU  AgCenter 


Projecting  and  Analyzing  Sugarcane  Costs  and  Returns 


An  often  quoted  farm  management 
axiom  states  that  maximizing  net 
returns  from  agricultural  production 
requires  making  the  right  farm  management 
decisions  at  the  right  times  with  the  right 
information.  This  axiom  is  true  for  sugarcane 
production,  as  it  is  for  the  production  of  any 
other  crop  or  livestock  enterprise.  This  axiom 
is  also  true  regardless  as  to  what  the  particular 
production  decision  happens  to  be.  Farm 
management  decisions  such  as  variety 
selection,  crop  cycle  length,  herbicide 
selection  and  time  of  application,  fertilization 
rate  and  timing,  as  well  as  all  the  other 
production  decisions  necessary  in  producing 
a  sugarcane  crop  require  accurate  information 
concerning  current  production  returns  or 
expenses  and  what  will  be  the  impact  on  farm 
returns  and  expenses  of  the  farm  management 
decisions  to  be  made. 

An  accurate  knowledge  of  sugarcane  farm 
returns  and  production  costs  is  critically 
important  in  making  informed  farm  production 
decisions.  Each  January,  the  LSU  AgCenter 
publishes  a  report  which  includes  projected 
production  costs  for  sugarcane  production 
in  Louisiana  for  the  coming  year.  The  report 
includes  estimates  of  production  cost  for 


specific  operations  and  phases  of  sugarcane 
production,  based  on  input  prices  collected 
in  the  previous  fall.  Although  the  prices  of 
farm  inputs  can,  and  often  do,  change 
dramatically  over  a  period  of  sometimes  just 
a  few  months,  this  report  presents  estimates 
of  sugarcane  production  costs  for  the  coming 
year  based  upon  input  prices  as  of  January  1 . 
This  report  is  intended  to  be  an  informational 
aid  to  assist  growers  in  projecting  income  and 
production  expenses  for  their  specific  farming 
operations.  Input  prices  or  production  cost 
estimates  can  be  adjusted  by  growers  to  more 
accurately  reflect  their  specific  situation. 

In  addition  to  the  projected  sugarcane  costs 
and  returns  report,  an  additional  farm  planning 
tool  has  been  developed  by  the  LSU  AgCenter 
for  sugarcane  growers.  This  farming 
planning/decision  tool  is  an  Excel  spreadsheet- 
based  model  which  contains  all  of  the 
projected  production  cost  estimates  for  2009 
included  in  the  published  report.  However, 
with  this  farm  planning  tool,  growers  can 
easily  change  input  prices,  input  quantities, 
production  costs,  yields  and  acreages  to  more 
accurately  project  2009  sugarcane  farm 
income  and  expenses  for  their  operations  at 
the   beginning   of  the   year   and   make 
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adjustments  throughout  the  year  as  input 
decisions  or  input  applications  change. 

The  farm  costs  and  returns  model  contains 
ten  Excel  worksheet  pages.  The  first  page 
contains  an  index  of  what  income  or  expense 
budgets  are  on  which  page.  The  following 
page  of  the  spreadsheet  model  contains  a 
whole-farm  projected  income  and  expense 
statement  for  2009.  Here,  growers  can  enter 
total  farm  acres,  harvested  acres,  projected 
sugar  and  molasses  prices,  sugar  yields,  as 
well  as  mill  and  landlord  crop  shares.  Income 
and  expense  estimates  are  automatically 
adjusted  to  reflect  production  data  entered. 

The  third  worksheet  page  contains  three 
breakeven  analysis  tables.  Based  on  the 
acreage,  production  and  cost  information 
entered  for  the  farm,  breakeven  values  of 
sugarcane  tonnage  per  harvested  acre,  raw 
sugar  price  and  sugar  recovery  are  calculated. 
Mill  and  landlord  share  percentages  can  be 
changed  to  see  the  impact  on  breakeven  yield 
and  price  values. 

The  next  four  worksheet  pages  include 
production  cost  budgets  for  the  various  phases 
of  production  from  fallow  through  harvest. 
Projected  cost  values  are  already  entered  and 


can  be  changed  to  more  closely  match  specific 
farm  expenses.  The  table  and  page  number 
of  the  corresponding  budget  in  the  projected 
cost  publication  is  listed  so  that  growers  can 
see  what  specific  input  applications  and  tillage 
operations  the  cost  estimates  are  based  on. 
Cost  values  from  these  tables  are  automated 
transferred  to  the  costs  and  returns  summary 
worksheet  page.  The  final  three  worksheet 
pages  of  the  model  are  utilities  to  allow 
weighted  average  calculations  for  yield,  mill 
share  and  land  crop  share. 

By  using  this  farm  planning  tool,  growers 
can  easily  make  projections  of  income  and 
expenses  from  sugarcane  production  at  the 
beginning  of  the  crop  year  and  make 
adjustments  to  these  estimates  as  the  year 
progresses.  Summary  income  and  expenses 
estimates  are  presented  on  a  per  farm,  per  acre 
and  per  pound  of  sugar  basis. 

This  sugarcane  farm  costs  and  returns 
spreadsheet  model,  along  with  a  brief  user's 
guide,  as  well  as  the  2009  projected  costs  and 
returns  publication  is  available  from  your 
county  agent.  They  can  also  be  downloaded 
from  the  internet  on  the  LSU  AgCenter's 
sugarcane  web  page  at  www.lsuagcenter.com. 
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The  Baton  Rouge  Line 

By  Tom  Spradley 
Spradley  and  Spradley 


Public  Service  Commission  Race 

Third  Axle  Tax  Credits 

2009  Legislative  Session 


Two  new  contestants  are  taking  a  close 
look  at  the  upcoming  special  election 
to  fill  the  vacant  seat  of  former  PSC 
Commissioner  Dale  Sittig.  As  previously 
reported,  State  Senator  Joe  McPherson  and 
former  Representative  Gil  Pinac  are 
expected  to  file  when  qualifying  opens  up 
February  1 1  through  1 3  for  the  April  4th  race. 
Now,  former  Congressman  Clyde  Holloway 
(R)  is  thinking  of  joining  the  fray.  Holloway 
said  he  is  99  per  cent  sure  he  is  going  to  run. 
Also  considering  the  race  is  an  associate  of 
Congressman  Charles  Boustany,  Bob 
Dewey.  Dewey  managed  all  three  of 
Boustany's  campaigns  so  he  should  know 
how  to  run  a  race.  McPherson  and  Pinac 
have  already  begun  the  campaign  process 
with  busy  schedules  and  fund  raisers 
and  in  such  a  short  race  that  is  an  advantage 
for  these  seasoned  campaigners  over 
Holloway  and  Dewey.  Holloway  is  counting 
on  high  name  recognition  from  a  long  history 
of  public  service  but  Dewey  is  less  well 
know  even  though  he  has  the  experience  to 
put  a  campaign  staff  together  using 


Boustany's  team. 

Agriculture  in  general  and  the  League,  in 
particular,  are  keen  to  get  our  issues  before 
the  Public  Service  Commission.  The  PSC 
operates  independently,  for  the  most  part, 
from  legislative  approval  when  it  comes  to 
issues  regarding  generating  electricity  and 
selling  it  to  a  utility  company.  The  sticking 
point  has  always  been  the  price  we  can  get 
for  the  power.  PSC  rules  require  the  utility 
company  to  pay  only  the  "avoided  costs" 
for  the  power.  "Avoided  costs"  is  the  price 
the  power  company  would  have  to  pay  to 
generate  that  amount  of  electricity.  They 
buy  in  bulk  and  a  sugar  mill  can't  compete 
with  those  cheap  prices.  A  power  company 
may,  however,  on  any  given  day  pay  several 
times  as  much  as  the  avoided  cost  number 
for  power  in  an  emergency. 

Third  Axle  Tax  Credits 

This  year,  2009,  is  the  first  year  that 
growers  and  mills  can  file  taxes  claiming  a 
tax  credit  for  the  expenses  incurred  in 
converting  cane  trailers  to  a  third  axle. 
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Details  of  the  required  documentation  will 
be  forthcoming  shortly  but  for  early  planning 
count  on  keeping  all  receipts  for  materials, 
parts  and  labor.  Department  of  Revenue 
personnel  have  indicated  that  the  process 
will  probably  not  require  a  claimant  to 
submit  this  documentation  with  his  tax 
return,  but  that  audits  will  be  routine  and 
documentation  will  be  required  at  that  point. 
Also  very  important  to  the  process  will  be 
serial  numbers  on  the  trailers  so  receipts 
should  indicate  the  serial  number  of  the 
trailer  being  converted. 

2009  Legislative  Session 

The  legislature  begins  this  year  on  April 
27  and  must  adjourn  no  later  than  June  25th 
or  on  the  forty  fifth  day  of  meeting, 
whichever  comes  first.  This  session  is 
limited  to  tax  and  budget  matters  with  just 
a  few  exceptions. 

Tax  and  budget  matters  are  the  most 


important  matters  facing  legislators  any  way 
since  the  rock  and  roll  era  of  budget 
surpluses  in  the  recent  past  two  years  has 
come  to  an  abrupt  end  with  the  national 
economic  melt-down  and  a  state  budget 
shortfall  of  1.3  billion  dollars.  Louisiana's 
budget,  unlike  the  National  budget,  is 
required  by  our  Constitution  to  be  balanced. 
Unfortunately,  or  fortunately,  depending  on 
your  perspective  there  are  only  a  few  things 
in  the  budget  that  can  be  cut.  Two  thirds  of 
the  budget  is  protected  by  the  Constitution 
or  by  court  edict.  Highways,  Education  and 
Health  and  Hospitals  are  left  exposed  to  the 
budget  knife.  Cuts  are  available  to  all  areas 
of  the  budget  by  hiring  freezes  and  other 
administrative  tactics,  but  the  point  remains 
that  the  Governor  must  offer  to  the 
Legislature  a  balanced  budget  and  then  the 
Legislature  must  finally  approve  a  balanced 
budget. 
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IX 


The  following  is  a  report  from  Dr.  Vadim  Kochergin,  Audubon  Sugar  Institute,  LSU 
AgCenter  from  data  that  was  collected  during  the  2008  harvest.  This  is  one  of  two 
research  projects  funded  in  2008  by  the  Dedicated  Research  Funding  Committee. 
Dr.  Kochergin 's  second  report  will  be  printed  in  next  month  ys  issue  of  The  Sugar 
Bulletin. 


Production  and  Storage  of  VHP  (very  high  pol) 
and  VLC  (very  low  color)  sugar 

Lead  PI-  Dr.  Vadim  Kochergin,  Audubon  Sugar  Institute,  LSU  AgCenter 


T 


he  following  tasks  have  been  performed  during  2007-08  grinding  seasons 

(November  2007  through  December  2008). 
Two  sugar  mills  with  various  boiling  house  configurations  produced  improved  quality 
sugar  using  enhanced  washing  procedures.  Lafourche  mill  that  utilizes  conventional 
three-boiling  scheme  produced  10  million  lbs  of  VHP  and  VLC  sugar.  The  St.  Mary 
mill  with  "double  magma"  crystallization  configuration  produced  two  600, 000  lbs 
piles  VHP-  VLC  and  conventional  sugars  next  to  each  other  in  the  same  warehouse. 

2.  Quality  of  stored  sugar  has  been  evaluated  by  periodically  analyzing  composite 
samples  over  300  days. 

3 .  About  1 5  million  pounds  of  VHP  and  VLC  sugar  (raw  color  of  about  1 200 ICUMS  A 
and  99.  3  %  pol)  have  been  produced  at  St.  Mary  sugar  mill  in  November  2008. 
Temperature  and  relative  humidity  sensors  have  been  installed  to  monitor  conditions 
at  various  depths  inside  the  sugar  pile  (up  to  50  ft.  deep). 

4.  Method  of  sampling  was  altered  compared  to  previous  season.  A  5-6  ft.  deep  core 
samples  are  obtained  by  using  a  gas-powered  auger.  Samples  were  being  analyzed 
for  purity,  ash,  invert  content,  color  and  moisture. 

5 .  Initial  tests  have  been  carried  out  on  evaluation  of  sugar  cooling  in  slingers  and  belt 
conveyors. 

Discussion  of  the  results 

-  Changes  in  sugar  color  measured  at  pH  8.5  over  300  days  of  storage  period  are  reported 
in  the  graph  below.  Most  data  represent  sugar  quality  at  1-1.5  ft.  depth  below  the 
surface.  One  data  set  represents  the  samples  taken  from  5  ft.  deep  from  the  pile. 
Sugar  quality  in  a  larger  pile  at  Lafourche  sugar  mill  (conventional  three-boiling  scheme) 
shows  some  fluctuation  but  not  a  significant  increase  in  storage.  The  VHP  sugar  from 
St.  Mary  pile  did  not  show  any  changes  during  the  entire  storage  period.  Conventional 
sugar  stored  in  the  adjacent  pile  show  about  25  %  increases  in  color.  Sugar  color  in 
production  samples  (as  shipped)  show  significant  deterioration  towards  the  end  of  the 
storage  period.  It  is  difficult  to  conclude  at  this  point  of  time  if  the  difference  is  due  to 
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better  storage  of  VHP  sugar  or  it  I  is  related  to  the  sampling  depth.  The  core  of  the 
sugar  piles  is  typically  more  colored  compared  to  the  top  layer. 

The  top  crust  consisting  partly  from  fine  dust  particles  is  typically  14  to  l/z-mch  thick.  It 
has  been  deteriorated  dramatically  mostly  during  the  last  100  days  of  storage.  Significant 
increase  in  reducing  sugars  and  corresponding  decrease  in  pol  and  increase  in  color 
and  moisture  was  observed.  The  crust  appears  to  serve  as  a  protective  coating  to  the 
rest  of  sugar  in  the  pile. 
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A  certain  decrease  in  sugar  pol  has  been  observed  in  all  samples.  This  was  accompanied 
by  pH  decrease,  which  may  be  an  indication  of  sucrose  inversion.  The  level  of  invert 
sugars  did  not  change  significantly  in  most  samples  but  the  top  crust. 
Sugar  directly  under  the  top  crust  does  not  differ  in  quality  compared  to  the  sugar 
located  deeper  inside  the  pile  (1-1.5  ft.). 

Temperature  and  relative  humidity  probes  were  placed  outside  the  sugar  pile  at 
Lafourche  sugar  mill  and  5  ft.  deep  inside  the  pile,  respectively.  The  temperature  data 
inside  the  pile  show  that  the  top  several  feet  of  sugar  act  as  an  "insulation"  layer, 
protecting  sugar  from  sudden  temperature  swings.  Generally  temperature  inside  the 
pile  follows  the  temperature  trend  outside.  During  the  first  two  months  of  storage 
sugar  cooled  to  about  70°F  but  later  into  storage  its  temperature  have  never  risen 
above  82  °F  even  when  the  outside  temperature  increase  up  to  90-95°F. 

Sugar  moisture  remained  virtually  unchanged  over  entire  storage  period. 

Color  measured  by  ICUMSA  methods  (at  pH=7)  is  about  50-60  %  of  that  measured  at 
pH  =8.5 
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Eighty-Sixth  Annual  Meeting 

of  the 

American  Sugar  Cane  League 

of  the  U.S.A.,  Inc. 

February  19,  2009  -  10:30  a.m. 
Registration  Form 

If  you  plan  to  attend  the  86th  Annual  Meeting  of  the  American  Sugar  Cane 
League,  please  return  this  form  to: 

American  Sugar  Cane  League 

P.  O.  Drawer  938 

Thibodaux,  LA  70302-0938 

(fax)  985-448-3722 


Name: 


Business  Name: 


Address: 


City: 


Zip: 


Please  reserve 


meal(s)  for  the  luncheon. 


If  you  represent  a  dues  paying  entity, 
please  check  one  below  so  that  a  ballot 
may  be  ready  for  you  at  the  door: 

Processor  Member 


Landlord  Member 
Grower  Member 


If  you  do  not  represent  a  dues  paying 
entity,  please  check  one  below  : 


Commercial  Member 
Researcher 
Individual  or  Guests 


Please  return  this  form  to  the  American  Sugar  Cane  League 
office  no  later  than  February  13,  2009. 


'99  Komatsu  200  Track  Hoe 
with  2  Buckets;  '93  Austoft 
Cane  Combine,  new-corn, 
eng.;  3  Side  Dump  (Billet) 
Road  Trailers.  Call  Tommy  at 
3 1 8-452-7945  or  Byrns  at  3 1 8- 
452-5373. 
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'98  Cameco  CH  2500  Chopper 
Harvester,  excellent  condition 

-  $35,000.  You  can  try  it  before 
you  buy  it.  Call  Troy  Canella 
at  225-268-8651  or  225-268- 
6630. 

(2)  Prime  3-row  Choppers  with 
off  bars;  JD  3-row  Sub  soiler 
with  extra  2-row  additions; 
LeBlanc  main  drain  Power 
Ditcher,  22"  cut;  (1)  8  row 
Planter's  Aid;  Orthman  3-row 
Cultivator,  Row  Marker, 
Planter  Covering  Tools.  Call 
John  at  337-540-5623  or  337- 
478-4652. 

Tractor  IH  1066  -  $1000;  2-row 
Homemade  Loader  -  $10,000; 
Cover  Tool  Homemade  - 
$1,800;  Plow  Louviere  3-row 

-  $700;  John  Blue  Pump  -  $500; 
(2)  30.5  x  32  tires  -  $500;  (2) 
30.5  x  32  Tires  and  Rims  $800; 
Spike  Wheels  -  $100;  (2)  Tires 
and  Rims  for  Broussard  Cutter- 
$400;  and  (2)  8  Hole  Hubs  for 
Magnum  -  $500.  Contact  Bret 
Frederick  at  337-229-6607 
(home)  or  337-207-2420  cell. 
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Please  note  the 

date  change  on 

the  Annual  Meeting! 

The  meeting 

will  be  held  on 

Thursday 

February  19,  2009 

Please  see 

Up  Front  With  the  League 

for  more  information. 


HHE  SUGAR  BULLETIN 


The  mission  of  the  American  Sugar  Cane  League  is  to  sustain  success  through  effective 
research,  positive  legislation,  public  relations/promotion,  and  education. 
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A  View  From  The  Top 


The  new  2009  Austoft  8800  harvester!  The  heart  of  the 

7700  but  with  class  leading  enhancements  in 

harvesting  capacity  and  operator  comfort 


Electronic  automatic  cutter  height  and  cruise  control 

Data  Logger  which  measures: 

Area  harvested,  time  harvesting,  time  waiting,  fuel 
Consumption,  engine  parameters,  base  cutter  pressure, 
Hydraulic  oil  temp,  etc.  Measurements  are  downloadable 
To  a  USB  memory  stick  for  transfer  to  your  PC. 

Right  hand  console  with  multi-function  handle. 

Left  hand  steer  and  cruise  control.  &^& 

Wide  combine  cab  with  standard  training  seat.  „-  JfcflP 
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AGRICULTURE 
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Need  to  grow  your 
farming  business? 

Consider  an  agricultural  loan 
from  Capital  One. 


CapitalQne 


Capital  One  has  a  variety  of  flexible,  affordable,  and  convenient 
agricultural  loans  to  suit  your  business  needs. 

•  Equipment  loans  •  Farm  real  estate  loans 

•  Production  loans  •  Recreational  real  estate  loans 

We  are  also  experienced  in  financing  for  a  broad  range  of  facilities 
including: 

•  Cotton  gins  *  Suppliers 

•  Sugar  mills  *  Equipment  companies 

•  Warehouses 


To  learn  more  about  Capital  One's  agricultural  loans  and  what  we  can  do  for  your 
business,  stop  by  your  nearest  Capital  One  branch,  call  1-888-855-2265, 
or  click  www.  capitalonebank.com 


fsS|    Normal  credit  qualifications  apply. 

lender    ©2007  Capital  One  Services,  Inc.  Capital  One  is  a  federally-registered  trademark.  All  rights  reserved. 


Kleentek® 

Louisiana 


"WHEN  QUALITY  REALLY  COUNTS" 


To  Place  an  Order  Call  337-364-2216 


Up  Front 
With  The  League 

by  Jim  Simon 


Annual  Meeting  Report 
Recognition  of  Service 
Another  Win  for  Sugar 


S^\ur  annual  meeting  was  held  Thursday, 
m  E February  19"'.  Following  is  a  summary 
\tm^  of  my  remarks: 

Change  is  in  the  air  all  the  way  from 
Pennsylvania  Avenue  in  Washington  to  the 
League's  office  in  Thibodaux.  We  have  a  new 
President,  a  new  Cabinet,  and  new  congress  with 
new  staffers,  and  new  folks  at  USDA.  With  our 
organization  change  is  occurring  as  we  have 
several  new  directors  and  new  slate  of  officers. 
And  with  all  of  this  new  in  the  air  it  is  appropriate 
for  us  to  take  a  new  look  at  what  we  do  as  an 
organization.  To  refocus  on  our  mission  and  to 
set  new  goals  and  strategies  to  accomplish  our 
mission.  Our  mission,  which  is  stated  on  the 
front  of  every  issue  of  The  Sugar  Bulletin,  is: 
TO  SUSTAIN  SUCCESS  THROUGH 
EFFECTIVE  RESEARCH,  POSITIVE 
LEGISLATION,  PUBLIC  RELATIONS/ 
PROMOTIONS  AND  EDUCATION. 

When  assessing  how  well  we  carry  out  our 
mission,  we  find  that  our  research  program  is 
tried,  tested  and  proven  to  produce  results.  Our 
legislative  accomplishments  are  good  and  we 
have  considerably  improved  the  sugar  provisions 
of  the  new  Farm  Bill.  However,  we  have  to  re- 
double our  efforts  in  this  area  to  insure  that 
our  good  work  results  in  substantially  better 


prices  for  Louisiana's  raw  sugar  producers 
and  processors. 

These  first  two  primary  areas  of  focus  in  our 
mission,  Research  and  Legislation,  consume 
almost  90%  of  the  League's  time,  effort  and 
money.  That  leaves  very  little  in  the  way  of 
resources  to  devote  to  public  relations  / 
promotions  and  education.  We  are  in  the  midst 
of  a  renewed  effort  to  more  effectively  carry 
out  this  important  part  of  our  mission.  While 
the  financial  resources  are  limited,  we  can 
certainly  do  a  better  job  of  utilizing  our  human 
resources  to  accomplish  these  segments  of  our 
mission. 

Recognition  of  Service 

4  There  were  five  outgoing  board  members  of 
the  League.  These  gentlemen  have  put  in  many 
hours  of  their  time  to  serve  this  industry.  They 
were  each  presented  with  a  plaque  for  their 
outstanding  service  as  a  member  of  the  Board 
of  Directors  and  dedication  to  the  Louisiana 
sugar  industry.  They  were  Buckley  Kessler  - 
12  years;  David  Allain  -  14  years;  Roddy  Hulett 
-  a  total  of  18  years;  Jackie  Theriot  -  20  years; 
and  Howard  Robichaux  27  years.  Also 
presented  with  a  plaque  as  outgoing  President 
was  Jessie  Breaux  who  has  served  as  president 


for  the  last  two  years.  Congratulations  to  all  of        sugar.  In  April  PBV  will  begin  distributing  Pepsi 


these  gentlemen. 

Another  Win  for  Sugar 

A  Pepsi  bottler,  Pepsi  Bottling  Ventures 
(PBV),  Raleigh,  North  Carolina,  is  going  to  start 
distributing  Pepsi  and  Mountain  Dew  made  with 


Throwback  and  Mountain  Dew  Throwback, 
which  features  those  brands  formulated  with 
sugar  instead  of  high  fructose  corn  syrup.  Maybe 
they  are  testing  the  all  natural  sugar  opportunity 
for  other  considerations.  Stay  tuned. 


Photos  from  the  2009  Annual  Meeting 


Congressman  Charlie  Melancon  received  the  2009  Oustanding  Service  Award  from  President 
Jessie  Breaux.  Accepting  his  plaque  in  his  absence  were  Luke  Theriot  (left),  Melancon's  State 
District  Director,  and  Melanonc's  sister  Julie  Harris  (second  from  right).  Also  pictured  are  Jessie 
Breaux  (second  from  left)  and  Jim  Simon  (right). 


Outgoing  President  Jessie  Breaux  (right)  receives  a  plaque  from  Greg  Nolan  (left),  incoming 
President. 


Washington  Update 

By  Jack  Pettus 


A  Near-Empty  Cage 
Economic  Stimulus  A  Mixed  Bag 

H2B  Bill  Introduced 

Clean  Water  Act  Case  Complicates  Chemical  Applications 

USDA  WASDE  February  Report  on  US  Sugar  Supply  and  Use 


While  Secretary  Tom  Vilsack  has  settled 
in  "The  Cage"  with  a  core  group  of 
staff,  vital  cogs  in  the  department's 
decision-making  process  are  missing.  The 
Deputy  Secretary,  Under-Secretaries,  Assistant 
Secretaries,  Administrators  and  other  offices 
charged  with  day-to-day  management  of  the 
diverse  functional  arms  of  the  Department  are 
likely  weeks,  if  not  months,  from  being  filled. 
The  same  is  true  at  USTR,  Transportation  and 
virtually  every  other  division  of  the  executive 
branch,  excepting  the  Daschle-less  Department 
of  Health  &  Human  Services  and  the 
Richardson-  and  Gregg-less  Commerce 
Department.  While  the  current  Administration 
is  moving  at  a  relatively  fast  pace,  as  compared 
to  other  transitions  in  modern  history,  the 
setbacks  in  the  latter  two  departments  focus 
human  and  political  resources  on  high-level 
leadership  decisions  that  have  already  consumed 
plenty  of  both.  At  USDA,  this  leadership  lag  is 
coming  at  a  bad  time  for  agricultural  producers. 
Controversial  regulations  implementing 
payment  limit  provisions  of  the  bill  have  forced 
many  farmers  to  delay  program  signup  and  crop 
insurance  signup,  with  planting  season  just 
around  the  corner.  Peanut  recalls,  a  dairy  crisis, 


CFTC  legislation  —  the  new  leadership  has  its 
hands  full  and  needs  a  full  squad  asap. 

Sugar  and  feedstock  flexibility  program 
regulations,  delayed  in  the  last  few  months  of 
the  Bush  Administration  and  postponed  through 
the  transition,  are  no  longer  a  luxury.  Market 
conditions  suggest  that  the  Department  may  be 
holding  sugar  stocks  much  sooner  than  could 
have  been  expected  before  USDA's  August  '08 
import  announcement.  Mexican  stock  estimates 
continue  to  rise,  as  do  exports  to  the  US,  and 
large  Mexican  stocks  could  remain  a  drag  on 
prices  in  the  combined  US-Mexico  market 
throughout  the  summer  months.  While  raw 
prices  in  the  U.S.  remain  well  below  the 
forfeiture  range,  large  stocks  in  Mexico  can 
move  north  quickly  if  the  peso-dollar  economics 
make  sense.  Adding  to  our  import  concerns, 
the  farm  bill  instructs  the  Secretary  to  review 
the  market  at  the  mid-point  in  the  marketing  year 
to  determine  whether  supplies  are  adequate. 
Given  the  current  raw  price,  the  reasonable 
stocks  to  use  ratio  and  the  large  stocks  to  the 
south,  another  increase  in  imports  could 
necessitate  activation  of  the  feedstock  flexibility 
program  early  this  summer.  Removing  forfeited 
stocks  from  the  market  may  be  one  option,  but 


the  preferred  outcome  is  a  fair  price  for  raw  sugar. 

Economic  Stimulus  A  Mixed  Bag 

Commentary  on  the  economy  at  any  given  time 
can  be  stale  before  the  ink  is  dry  or  the  last  key  is 
struck.  In  the  current  environment,  it  is  folly  to 
attempt  to  predict  where  the  whirlwind  will  take 
us  by  the  time  this  page  is  read.  Two  bits  of 
economic  data  reported  for  January  captured  the 
uncertainty  of  the  moment:  Every  day,  20,000 
people  lose  their  jobs  and.  Every  day,  10,000 
people  lose  their  homes.  2  jobs  equal  1  house. 

If  only  the  equation  were  that  simple.  Congress 
approved  a  nearly  $800  billion  economic 
stimulus  bill  in  mid-February  that  contacted  a 
mixture  of  new  spending  and  tax  cuts,  with  tax 
cuts  representing  the  lion's  share  of  the  total.  The 
package  contains  an  agricultural  disaster  section 
that  builds  upon  the  SURE  provision  of  the  '08 
farm  bill,  but  one  that  still  seems  ill-suited  to 
address  the  unique  conditions  facing  producers 
of  sugarcane.  Senator  Landrieu  fought  a  stream 
of  "earmark"  attacks  in  her  effort  to  secure  a 
separate  sugarcane  provision,  pointing  out  that 
our  growers  received  the  brunt  of  two  major 
hurricanes  at  a  time  when  planting  and  harvesting 
operations  are  running  simultaneously,  affecting 
the  crop  harvested  last  fall  and  the  crop  that  is  in 
the  ground  today.  While  her  efforts  were  not 
entirely  successful,  they  did  result  in  inclusion 
of  a  provision  that  allow  the  Secretary  to  consider 
multiyear  losses  in  determining  eligibility  for  a 
disaster  payment. 

H2B  Bill  Introduced 

Senator  Barbara  Mikulski  has  introduced  a  bill 
to  waive  the  66,000  worker  cap  on  H2B  workers 
for  3  years,  until  Congress  can  take  another  crack 
at  comprehensive  immigration  reform.  Senator 
Landrieu  is  a  cosponsor  of  the  bill,  which  will 
soon  be  joined  by  a  companion  bill  in  the  House. 
We  will  continue  to  work  with  other  affected 
groups  to  seek  relief  from  the  H2B  cap. 

Clean  Water  Act  Case  Complicates  Chemical 
Applications 

The  National  Cotton  Council,  American  Farm 
Bureau  and  others  have  been  involved  in  an 
appeal  of  a  Clean  Water  Act  ruling  by  the  6th 


Circuit  Court  of  the  United  States  that  could  have 
significant  impact  on  agricultural  producers 
across  the  nation.  The  crux  of  the  issue,  as  I 
understand  it,  is  that  the  Clean  Water  Act  (CWA) 
requires  that  those  who  release  chemicals  into 
the  navigable  waters  of  the  United  States  are 
required  to  apply  for  a  permit  for  such  releases. 
The  definition  of  "navigable  waters"  is  a  key  part 
of  the  disputed  reasoning  of  the  court,  as  is  the 
definition  of  what  constitutes  a  "point  source 
contamination"  as  opposed  to  a  "non-point"  or 
indirect  pollutant.  Obviously,  agriculture  argues 
that  the  court's  ruling  is  over-broad.  Chemical 
applications  on  agricultural  fields  that  are  not 
adjacent  to  "navigable  waters"  have  generally 
been  exempt  from  the  CWA  permitting 
requirement,  but  the  court's  ruling  would  seem 
to  broaden  the  definitions  of  "navigable  waters" 
and  "point  source"  to  cover  chemical 
applications  that  could  be  washed  into  any  storm 
drainage  ditch  that  might  eventually  find  its  way 
to  a  navigable  stream.  Virtually  any  chemical 
application  could  potentially  be  subject  to  the 
permitting  process.  Aerial  applicators  are  joining 
a  coalition  of  agricultural  organizations  in  urging 
the  circuit  court  to  reconsider  the  ruling  in  the 
coming  months. 

USDA  WASDE  February  Report  on  US  Sugar 
Supply  and  Use 

The  USDA  released  its  February  World 
Agricultural  Supply  and  Demand  Estimates 
(WASDE)  report  for  sugar  supply  and  use.  2007/ 
08  beginning  stocks  were  unchanged  at 
1,799,000  short  tons  (raw  value)  and  and 
production  was  tweaked  upward  to  8,152,000 
tons  from  8,150,000  tons  last  month.  Beet 
production  was  unchanged  at  4,721,000  tons, 
while  cane  production  was  increased  2,000  tons 
to  3,431,000  tons.  Louisiana  production 
remained  at  1 ,446,000  tons.  Imports  are  constant 
at  2,620,000  tons,  resulting  in  an  increase  in  total 
supply  to  12,57 1,000  tons  from  12,569,000  tons, 
last  month.  Exports  and  deliveries  remained  at 
203,000  tons  and  10,773,000  tons,  respectively. 
Total  use  fell  slightly  to  10,911,000  tons  from 
10,913,000  tons  last  month.  Ending  stocks 
increased  to  1 ,660,000  tons  from  1 ,656,000  tons, 
leaving  the  stocks  to  use  ratio  at  15.2  percent. 


USDA's  2008/09  beginning  stocks  were 
increased  to  reflect  the  changes  above. 
Production  was  decreased  to  7,715,000  tons 
from  7,800,000  tons,  with  beet  production  steady 
at  4,225,000  tons.  Louisiana  production  was 
again  increased,  rising  to  1,425,000  tons  from 
1,400,000  tons  last  month,  but  Florida  dropped 
to  1,670,000  tons  from  1,766,000  tons  last 
month.  Texas  fell  to  170,000  tons  from  184,000 
tons  last  month.  Imports  rose  to  2,531,000  tons 
from  2,496,000  tons  last  month,  with  a  50,000 
ton  increase  in  projected  Mexican  shipments 


more  than  offsetting  a  15,000  ton  reduction  in 
TRQ  shipments.  As  a  result,  total  supply  was 
reduced  to  1 1,906,000  tons  from  1 1,952,000  tons 
last  month.  Exports  were  cut  40,000  tons  to 
130,000  tons,  while  deliveries  were  unchanged 
at  10,710,000  tons,  resulting  in  a  decrease  in  total 
use  to  10,840,000  tons  from  10,880,000  tons  last 
month.  Ending  stocks  are  decreased  to  1,066,000 
tons  from  1,072,000  tons  last  month.  The  stocks 
to  use  ratio  was  lowered  to  9.8  percent  from  9.9 
percent  last  month. 
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ARS  Scientist  Honored  for  Outstanding  Research 
ASSCT  Presentation 


WASHINGTON,  February  10, 
2009 — Agronomist  Edward  P. 
Richard,  Jr.,  has  been  named  an 
"Area  Senior  Research  Scientist  for  2008" 
by  the  Agricultural  Research  Service  (ARS), 
the  principal  intramural  scientific  research 
agency  of  the  U.S.  Department  of  Agriculture 
(USD A).  Richard  is  the  research  leader  and 
location  coordinator  for  the  agency's 
Sugarcane  Research  Unit  in  Houma,  La. 

Richard  and  other  award-winning  senior 
and  early-career  scientists  were  recognized 
by  ARS  Administrator  Edward  B.  Knipling 
at  an  awards  ceremony  today  at  USDA 
headquarters  here.  Richard  was  recognized 
for  identifying  and  leading  efforts  to  conduct 
research  that  meets  current  and  future  needs 
of  the  sugarcane  industry. 

Richard  found  that  competition  from 
johnsongrass  and  bermudagrass — found 
extensively  in  Louisiana's  sugarcane  fields, 
pastures,  lawns,  golf  courses,  and  sports 
fields — reduce  sugarcane  height,  stalk 
population,  and  also  reduce  gross  cane  and 
sugar  yields.  As  a  result,  Richard  assisted 
industry  and  university  partners  in 
registering  five  herbicides  and  developed 


weed-management  strategies  for  the  timely 
control  of  the  weeds,  adding  as  much  as  $30 
million  to  the  value  of  Louisiana's 
sugarcane  crop  through  increased  yields 
and  reduced  herbicide  outputs.  He  also 
refined  rip ener- application  treatments  to 
optimize  sugar  production  while  minimizing 
the  impact  of  the  application  on  subsequent 
yield  potential,  adding  at  least  $10  million 
to  the  value  of  the  state 's  sugarcane  crop 
each  year. 

More  than  80  percent  of  the  2008 
sugarcane  crop  in  Louisiana  was  harvested 
with  chopper  harvesters  that  are  able  to 
remove  the  leaf  trash  from  green  sugarcane 
stalks.  Richard's  research  showed  that  weed 
development  is  suppressed  by  the  residue 
left  from  the  harvesting,  but  sugarcane  re- 
growth  is  also  slowed  and  sugar  yields  in 
the  next  harvest  are  reduced  5  to  15 percent, 
which  equates  to  a  $25  million  to  $75 
million  loss  in  revenue  to  the  sugarcane 
industry. 

Congratulations  to  Dr.  Richard  for  this 
well  deserved  acknowledgment  of  his 
outstanding  accomplishment  during  his 
career  with  the  USDA. 


ASSCT  Presentation 

On  February  3  and  4  the  Louisiana 
Section  of  the  ASSCT  held  its  annual 
meeting  in  Baton  Rouge.  There  were  many 
good  and  informative  presentations  for  both 
processor  and  producer  attendees. 

One  such  presentation  was  given  by  Dr. 
Keith  Bischoff,  LSU  AgCenter  Sugarcane 
Breeding  Station,  St.  Gabriel,  LA.  As  most 
are  aware,  Dr.  Bischoff  retired  from  the  LSU 
AgCenter  in  early  January  of  this  year  with 
more  than  30  years  of  service.  For  his  whole 
tenure  at  the  AgCenter,  Keith  was  directly 
involved  with  the  breeding  program.  Keith 
started  in  the  outfield  (last  stage  of  program) 
and  worked  his  way  backwards  in  the 
selection  program  stages. 

During  his  talk,  Keith  amused  those  in 
attendance  with  several  light-hearted  events 
that  occurred  during  his  years  of  service, 
such  as  the  included  picture  of  Dr.  Bischoff 
parking  the  outfield  tractor  after  weighing 
a  test  and  the  outfield  Christmas  party  during 
Keith's  "Rambo"  years. 

Although  much  of  Dr.  Bischoff 's  talk  was 
light-hearted,  he  did  point  out  a  great 
number  of  accomplishments  and 
improvements  that  had  transformed  the  LSU 
sugarcane-breeding  program  during  his  time 
there.  His  first  acknowledgement  was  to  Dr. 
Freddie  Martin  for  assembling  a  good 
knowledgeable  team  and  then  letting  them 
do  their  jobs.  Keith  pointed  out  that  the 
sugarcane-breeding  program  at  LSU  went 
from  having,  maybe,  one  of  the  25 
introductions  to  the  outfield  each  year  to  the 
point  that  for  the  last  10  years  they  are 
introducing  new  varieties  equal  to  the 
number  introduced  by  the  USDA  program. 
He  also  pointed  out  that  of  the  last  6  varieties 
released,  4  have  L's  proceeding  their  variety 
numbers. 

Keith's  talk,  as  working  with  him  for  the 
last  30  plus  years,  was  informative  and  very 
enjoyable.    Speaking  for  the  Louisiana 


sugarcane  industry  and  myself,  we  all  wish 
Keith  the  best  of  life  for  the  next  30  plus 
years  and  hope  that  he  will  find  all  of  the 
time  he  wishes  to  play  golf. 


Parking  the  outfield  weigh-tractor 
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'Rambo"  Outfield  Christmas 
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Sweet  crop. 


Sweet  financing. 

Growing  and  milling  sugarcane  is  a  specialized  business.  That's  why  you  need  a  financial 
partner  who  understands  the  sugar  industry.  One  who  offers  wise  lending  built  on  years 
of  experience  in  the  field. 

For  more  than  80  years,  we've  been  helping  sugarcane  growers  just  like  you,  whether  it's 
to  purchase  or  refinance  cane  property,  finance  capital  equipment  or  build  or  improve 
facilities. 

For  a  financial  partner  who  works  as  hard  as  you  do,  call  the  folks  at  the  Louisiana  Land 
Bank.  We'll  help  you  finance  a  sweet  deal. 


LAND  BANK 


1-0/7-d4o-LAJNL)  Call  now  for  information,  or  to  apply 

for  a  loan  to  buy  build,  improve  or  refinance.  \bu  can  also  visit  us  at 

www.louisianuLinJbunk.coin. 
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Growing  Your 
Bottom  Line 

By  Michael  Salassi,  PhD. 
LSU  AgCenter 


Evaluating  2009  Plant  Cane  Condition 


The  impacts  of  Hurricanes  Gustav  and 
Ike  on  the  2008  sugarcane  crop  in 
Louisiana,  as  a  whole,  were  not  as 
detrimental  as  they  could  have  been.  There 
were,  to  be  sure,  some  farms  in  the  more 
southern  coastal  areas  which  were 
significantly  impacted  with  tidal  surge  and 
wind.  Yield  loss  on  these  farms  from  the 
storms  was  significant.  For  most  of  the  rest 
of  the  sugarcane  producing  region,  the  sunny 
dry  weather  after  the  storms  made  for  ideal 
harvest  conditions.  Although  cane  yields 
were  probably  off  two  to  three  tons  per  acre 
from  what  they  could  have  been,  sugar 
recovery  was  very  high,  averaging  224 
pounds  per  ton. 

However,  as  is  true  with  most  hurricanes, 
the  impacts  on  the  sugarcane  crop  are  felt  in 
the  years  following  the  storm  as  well.  Often 
times,  the  hurricane  winds  damage  the 
stubble,  which  results  in  yield  loss  the 
following  year.  In  2009,  one  of  the  major 
impacts  from  the  2008  storms  will  be  the  yield 
effects  on  plant  cane,  and  possible  succeeding 
stubble  crops,  from  late  plantings  last  year 
after  the  storms.  Planting  operations  on 
several  thousand  acres  of  sugarcane  in  2008 
were  delayed  until  September,  October  and, 
in  some  cases  November,  because  of  the 
storms. 

Potentially  poor  stands  of  plant  cane,  and 
what  to  do  with  them,  is  a  very  critical  issue 


and  decision  point  for  many  farms  right  now. 
This  article  presents  some  considerations 
from  an  economic  perspective  to  keep  in  mind 
regarding  what  to  do  with  poor  plant  cane 
stands. 

The  first  consideration  is  that  some 
estimate  of  the  potential  yield  on  that  plant 
cane  has  to  be  made  before  any  possible 
course  of  action  can  be  pursued.  This  is 
obviously  not  an  exact  science.  Waiting  as 
long  as  possible  this  spring  to  evaluate  plant 
cane  stands  will  help  to  reduce  the  uncertainty 
in  projecting  plant  cane  yields,  but  will 
certainly  not  eliminate  it. 

At  the  ASSCT  meeting  in  Baton  Rouge  last 
month,  Dr.  Ryan  Viator  of  the  ARS  Sugarcane 
Research  Unit  in  Houma  presented  some  very 
relevant  research  results  from  late  planting 
studies  recently  conducted.  The  varieties 
included  in  these  studies  were  HoCP96-540, 
L99-226  and  L99-233.  Planting  dates 
evaluated  were  August  1,  September  1  and 
October  1 .  Results  from  harvested  plant  cane 
yields  the  following  year  indicated  that  sugar 
yields  on  cane  planted  in  September  was 
1 ,400  pounds  per  acre  less  than  cane  planted 
in  August.  Yields  on  cane  planted  in  October 
were  2,200  pounds  per  acre  less  than  cane 
planted  in  August.  These  tests  were 
conducted  on  light  soils,  so  the  yield  impacts 
would  be  expected  to  be  worse  on  heavier 
soils. 
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A  second  consideration  involves  whether 
the  projected  plant  cane  yield  would  cover 
the  cultivation  and  harvest  costs  of  keeping 
the  field  in  production  for  2009.  In  these 
types  of  situations,  fixed  equipment  costs  are 
not  relevant  to  the  decision,  because  they  will 
be  incurred  regardless  of  whether  or  not  the 
plant  cane  is  kept  for  harvest  or  plowed  out. 
The  only  relevant  costs  to  consider  are  the 
variable  costs  of  cultivation  and  harvest  (i.e., 
fertilizer,  herbicides,  insecticides,  fuel  and 
labor). 

Using  a  simple  example,  suppose  variable 
cultivation  costs  for  2009  are  projected  to 
be  $289  per  acre  and  variable  harvest  costs 
are  projected  to  be  $145  per  acre.  With  a 
$0.20  per  pound  raw  sugar  price  and  a  50% 
grower's  crop  share  (after  mill  and  landlord 
charges),  the  breakeven  sugar  yield  would 
be  calculated  as  ($289  +  $145)  divided  by 
($0.20  x  50%),  which  yields  4,340  pounds 
of  sugar  per  acre. 

In  this  example,  if  the  projected  plant  cane 
yield  for  2009  is  less  than  4,340  pounds  per 
acre,  additional  financial  losses  would  be 
incurred  by  keeping  the  field  in  production 
through  harvest  and  therefore  should  be 
plowed  out.  If  the  projected  plant  cane  yield 
is  greater  than  4,340  pounds  per  acre,  some 
positive  returns  above  cultivation  and 
harvest  costs  could  be  generated  by  keeping 
the  field  in  production  and  used  to  repay 
some  planting  costs.  However,  depending 
upon  the  level  of  projected  yield,  the  best 
decision  might  still  be  to  plow  it  out. 


A  third  consideration  regarding  whether  to 
keep  or  plow  out  weak  plant  cane  stands  is 
related  to  older  stubble  tracts  on  the  farm.  The 
goal  here  is  to  minimize  the  impact  of  plowing 
out  plant  cane  on  farm  acreage  rotation  while 
at  the  same  time  maximize  sugar  production. 
Fields  of  older  stubble  cane,  which  were 
planned  to  be  plowed  out  this  spring,  could 
be  kept  in  production  for  another  year  if  the 
projected  yield  on  those  stubble  fields  is 
higher  than  the  projected  yield  on  a  weak  stand 
of  plant  cane.  In  this  situation  the  older 
stubble  could  be  kept  in  production  another 
year  and  the  weak  plant  cane  plowed  out, 
thereby  minimizing  the  impact  on  acreage 
rotation  and  acres  to  be  planted  this  year  and 
next  year. 

This  acreage  tradeoff  does  not  have  to  be 
an  acre  for  acre  swap.  But  in  situations  where 
some  weak  plant  cane  will  have  to  be  plowed 
out  this  spring,  keeping  some  good  yielding 
older  stubble  in  production  for  another  year 
will  help  to  minimize  the  impact  on  farm 
acreage  rotation,  sugar  production  and  net 
returns.  Other  factors  should  also  be 
considered  including  expected  availability  of 
seed  cane  and  amount  of  acreage  able  to  plant. 
It  is  also  important  is  to  keep  accurate  records 
on  plant  cane  acreage  plowed  out  so  that  these 
acres  can  be  reported  to  FSA  as  failed  acres 
when  reporting  farm  sugarcane  acres  later  this 
year.  Growers  should  also  notify  FSA  of 
intention  to  plow  out  weak  stands  of  plant  cane 
before  it  is  actually  plowed  out  in  order  for 
these  acres  to  qualify  as  failed  acres. 
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It  Really  Works! 
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The  following  is  a  report  from  Dr.  Vadim  Kochergin,  Audubon  Sugar  Institute,  LSU 
AgCenterfrom  data  that  was  collected  during  the  2008  harvest.  This  is  one  of  two  research 
projects  funded  in  2008  by  the  Dedicated  Research  Funding  Committee.  Dr.  Kochergin  '$ 
first  report  was  printed  in  last  month 's  issue  of  The  Sugar  Bulletin. 


Optimization  of  low  grade  boiling  procedures 
Lead  PI-  Dr.  Vadim  Kochergin,  Audubon  Sugar  Institute,  LSU  AgCenter 


1.    Effect  of  graining  on  the  uniformity  ofC-sugar 

A  set  of  samples  have  been  taken  from  a  mill  that  tested  two  types  of  seeding  procedures. 
In  the  fist  test,  a  relatively  large  quantity  of  powdered  sugar  was  used.  In  the  second  test, 
finely  ground  sugar  from  another  mill  was  used  for  seeding.  Time-delayed  samples  were 
taken;  the  attempt  was  made  to  follow  the  same  batch  of  C-massecuite  all  the  way  to 
centrifugal  station.  The  samples  of  massecuite  were  evaluated  for  particle  size  and  uniformity 
using  laser  particle  size  analyzer.  The  data  are  reported  in  Figures  1  and  2  below.  A  coefficient 
of  variation  (CV)  was  measured  to  evaluate  the  uniformity  of  crystals  in  the  massecuite. 


Figure  1 


Crystal  size  profile 

graining  -coarse  seed,  12  lbs/1100  cu.ft.  pan 
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Figure  2 


Crystal  size  profile 

graining  -fine  seed,  5  lbs/1 100  cu.ft.  pan 
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In  both  cases  uniformity  of  sugar  was  improved  during  the  water  phase,  which  implies 
that  some  fine  crystals  could  have  been  dissolved.  However,  this  should  not  have  been 
happening  if  normal  supersaturation  was  maintained  during  water  phase.  It  is  noteworthy 
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that  increase  in  CV  (higher  non-uniformity)  was  happening  during  graining  in  both  sets  of 
tests.  The  CV  has  not  changed  much  during  crystallization.  Lower  CV  in  the  C-sugar  is  due 
to  reduction  in  fine  crystals  across  the  centrifugals.  When  less  sugar  powder  was  used  for 
graining  a  larger  crystal  population  was  grown  with  much  better  uniformity.  Although 
molasses  purity  was  not  measured  during  the  tests,  a  large  difference  in  crystal  size  across 
the  centrifugals  indicates  that  more  fine  crystals  were  lost  to  molasses  in  case  of  large  seed 
quantity. 

The  data  in  Figure  3  graph  shows  results  of  another  test,  where  the  Nutsch  molasses 
purities  were  measured  from  several  points  around  the  mill.  A  relatively  large  charge  of 
powder  (  2-2.5  lbs  of  powdered  sugar  per  1000  cu.  ft.  of  C-massecuite)  was  used  for 
graining.  Although  excellent  purities  were  observed  in  the  crystallizers,  it  was  not  possible 
to  effectively  purge  the  massecuite  in  the  C-machines. 

Figure  3 
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Studies  of  seed  slurry  preparation  continued  throughout  the  season  in  several  sugar  mills. 
Louisiana  mills  use  either  a  milled  powdered  sugar  or  a  10XX  grade  powdered  sugar  obtained 
directly  from  the  suppliers.  It  has  been  demonstrated  that  the  median  crystal  size  of  powdered 
sugar  varies  from  15  to  20  micron  with  generally  higher  variability  in  crystal  size  compared 
with  milled  sugar  (7-8  micron).  The  milling  time  of  over  three  hours  usually  gives  acceptable 
results. 

Operators  in  most  Louisiana  mills  tend  to  use  larger  amounts  of  seed  slurry  compared 
with  data  available  from  the  literature.  Most  mills  use  about  1  lb.  of  powdered  sugar  per 
1000  cu.  ft.  of  final  C-massecuite.  Use  of  smaller  quantities  requires  more  consistent 
operating  procedure  in  the  graining  pans. 

2.  Effect  of  C-sugar  crystal  size  and  uniformity  on  molasses  purity 

Although  it  is  generally  known  that  non-uniform  crystal  reduce  purging  efficiency  of  the 
C-centrifugals,  no  quantitative  data  were  readily  available  to  establish  the  target  parameters 
providing  minimal  losses  of  sugar  in  molasses.  Samples  of  C-massecuite  were  filtered 
through  a  Nutsch  chamber  and  the  purity  was  compared  with  purity  of  final  molasses.  In 
addition,  C-massecuite  sugar  was  evaluated  for  crystal  size  and  uniformity  using  laser 
diffraction  particle  size  analyzer.  The  samples  were  taken  regularly  throughout  the  season 
in  a  sugar  mill.  The  mill  employed  consistent  seeding  procedure,  and  settings  of  C- 
centrifugals  (RPM,  water  usage)  remained  mostly  unchanged  throughout  the  season.  The 
results  (Figure  4)  show  that  purity  rise  across  centrifugals  was  unacceptable  (above  3  points) 
until  the  crystals  in  C-massecuite  reached  over  250  microns. 
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Figure  4 
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A  variation  of  median  crystal  size  throughout  the  season  is  shown  in  Figure  5.  Note  that  ! 
the  seeding  procedure  was  modified  around  day  15  of  the  season  resulting  in  larger  crystal 
size.  There  is  still  enough  variability  in  crystal  size  that  leaves  room  for  optimization  of i! 
molasses  exhaustion  and  centrifugal  performance. 


Figure  5 
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3.  Technical  Assistance  during  the  grinding  season 

Technical  assistance  has  been  provided  to  most  Louisiana  mills  that  were  experimenting 
with  grinding  seed  slurries  or  validating  crystal  size  of  various  massecuites  during  the 
season.  Several  hundred  samples  have  been  processed  for  crystal  size  analysis.  Complete 
crystal  size  profiles  across  the  boiling  house  have  been  taken  at  various  mills  from  both 
continuous  and  batch  pans. 

The  results  provided  fast  feedback  to  the  mill  operators  on  the  status  of  the  boiling  house 
operation. 

4.  Mathematical  modeling  of  boiling  house  operation  (Dr  .M.  Saska) 

A  mathematical  model  of  boiling  house  operation  has  been  developed  by  Dr.  M.  Saska. 
The  model  has  been  used  to  investigate  the  influence  of  molasses  return  with  C-magma  on 
the  capacity  of  C-massecuite.  Several  scenarios  have  been  considered  with  various  molasses 
recycle  with  C-magma.  An  important  conclusion  is  that  relatively  high  values  of  molasses 
recycle  (around  20  %)  which  has  been  observed  in  some  mill  operations  result  in  increase 
of  massecuite  volume  throughout  the  boiling  house.  The  effect  is  particularly  pronounced  j 
in  the  C-boiling,  where  massecuite  volume  may  be  increased  by  as  high  as  10  %.  This  is 
critical  when  the  syrup  purities  are  low  and  mill  performance  is  limited  by  C-boiling  and 
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crystallization  steps.  Detailed  information  on  the  modeling  studies  is  available  from  Dr. 
Saska. 

5.  Molasses  recycle  and  purity  of  final  molasses 

An  experiment  has  been  performed  toward  the  end  of  the  season  when  the  mill  was 
running  consistently.  Because  of  the  high  syrup  purities  (87.5  -87.9  %)  the  purity  of  final 
molasses  was  also  increased.  The  mill  was  not  limited  by  the  raw  grade  boiling  or 
crystallization.  In  an  attempt  to  reduce  molasses  purity  wash  water  was  reduced  from  4.5  to 
3.5  gpm  in  one  (out  of  two  in  operation)  C-  centrifugals.  The  results  are  shown  in  the 
graphs  in  Figures  6  and  7.  As  expected,  lower  water  usage  resulted  in  reduced  molasses 
purity  and  reduced  magma  purity  (increased  molasses  recycle).  The  mill  operators  reported 
darker  color  in  the  resulting  C-massecuites.  A  certain  increase  in  viscosity  in  B-sugar  boiling 
was  reported;  no  measurements  were  taken.  This  method  may  be  used  at  high  syrup  purities 
provided  that  crystal  size  and  uniformity  of  C-massecuite  allow  adequate  purging  in  the  C- 
centrifugals.  Note:  No  additional  sugar  can  be  recovered  from  the  recycled  molasses. 


Figure  6 


Figure  7 
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Conclusions 

1 .  Analysis  of  samples  of  C-massecuites  in  most  mills  shows  high  level  of  non-uniformity 
with  a  large  number  of  small  crystals.  There  is  still  significant  room  for  improvement 
in  seeding/graining  process. 

2.  Development  and  implementation  of  consistent  and  repeatable  graining  procedures  will 
help  improve  the  boiling  house  efficiency.  The  following  parameters  need  to  be  improved 
in  many  mills:  purity  and  quantity  of  footing  for  the  grain  charge,  purity  of  syrup  added 
during  the  grain  development,  quantity  of  seed. 

3.  A  trend  has  been  observed  that  growing  relatively  small  crystals  in  C-massecuite  (in 
the  range  of  180-220  micron)  generally  results  in  higher  losses.  Small  crystals  are 
typically  less  uniform  and  have  typically  higher  values  of  coefficients  of  variation 
(CV).  The  median  crystal  size  of  C-massecuites  should  be  in  the  range  of  250-260 
microns. 


4.    Steps  should  be  taken  for  reduction  in  crystal  size  variability  in  C-massecuite.  This  in 
turn  will  minimize  sugar  losses  in  C-centrifugals. 
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5.  Molasses  recycle  with  C-massecuite  should  normally  be  reduced,  especially  with  low 
purity  syrup.  It  is  desirable  to  reduce  molasses  recycle  by  improving  crystal  size 
distribution  rather  than  by  increasing  washing. 

6.  Depending  on  mill  configuration  and  syrup  purities  operational  strategies  should  be 
developed  targeting  reduction  of  molasses  purity. 
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We      have      tires      too 


GAM  Tire  Co.,  Inc. 
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"Serving  South  Louisiana  For  Over  50  Years  " 

•  Fertilizer  •  Chemicals  •  Custom  Blending 
•  Farm  Supplies  •  Purina  Feeds  •  Pet  Supplies 

•  Lake  Country  Feeds  •  Lawn  And  Garden 

P  O  Box  250     32705  Highway  1  South 

White  Castle   LA   70788 

Phone:  (225)545-3616     Fax:  (225)545-8065 
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1999  Cameco  Harvester,  Mdl  2500. 
$35,000.  Call  Gaston  Gros  at  985- 
688-5167. 


Prentice  21  OB  Loader  with  whole 
stalk  grabs  &  rotobec  swivel  - 
$5,000;  Portable  truck  scales  - 
$3,000.  Call  Byron  Broussard  at 
318-447-0189. 

(2)  Cameco  Hi-Dump  Wagons;  (3) 
Automatic  Hearne  planter  wagons; 
Covering  tool;  (15)  Billet  Hi-way 
trailers;  2-Row  Broussard  Whole 
Stalk  Cutter;  1-Row  Broussard 
Whole  Stalk  Cutter;  2-Row 
Cameco  Whole  Stalk  Cutter; 
Transloader  wagon;  Transloader; 
(2)  3-  row  subsoilers;  (3)  J.D.  14ft 
3pt  shredders;  (2)  Huval  Drain 
Openers;  Northwestern  tiller.  Call 
337-945-7474. 

John  Deere  7720  Combine  with  a 
22'  Flex  Header,  Field  Ready,  cuts 
four  cane  rows.  Call  Wilson  at  337- 
856-4622  or  337-288-4192. 
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Serials  Services  -  Gifts  &  Exchange 
Troy  H.  Middleton  Library 
LSU  Libraries  -  LSU 
Baton  Rouge,  LA  70803 

'99  Komatsu  200  Track  Hoe  with  2  Buckets;  493  Austoft  Cane  Combine,  new-corn, 
eng.;  3  Side  Dump  (Billet)  Road  Trailers.  Call  Tommy  at  318-452-7945  or  Byrns  at 
318-452-5373. 

Tractor  IH  1066  -  $1000;  2-row  Homemade  Loader  -  $10,000;  Cover  Tool  Homemade 

-  $1,800;  Plow  Louviere  3-row  -  $700;  John  Blue  Pump  -  $500;  (2)  30.5  x  32  tires 

-  $500;  (2)  30.5  x  32  Tires  and  Rims  $800;  Spike  Wheels  -  $100;  (2)  Tires  and  Rims 
for  Broussard  Cutter-  $400;  and  (2)  8  Hole  Hubs  for  Magnum  -  $500.  Contact  Bret 
Frederick  at  337-229-6607  (home)  or  337-207-2420  cell. 


Orthmann  5-row  Sugarvator,  offbars,  shields  -  $9,000;  RINO  2160  Ditchbank  boom 
mower  -  $3,000;  JD  925  rigid  platform  w/  trailer  &  60  series  adapter  kit  -  $7,500; 
Forrest  City  Hipper  10-36  in.  row  w/  markers  -  $1,500;  1980  Fruehauf  cane  trailer 
45'  x  96"  -  $1,200;  Dempster  fertilizer  spreader  -  $2,000;  JD  8'  pusher  blade  - 
$750;  Adams  K  85  fertilizer  applicator  500  gal.  1 0  knives  -  $800;  Fertilizer  applicator 
10-row,  liquid  coulters,  pump  -  $2,000;  Top  Air  500  gal.  saddle  tanks  (2  sets)  fits 
8000  series  -  $750;  and  other  items.  Call  Mark  at  225-978-9976  or  Curt  at  225-718- 
1812. 


THE  SUGAR  BUU 


The  mission  of  the  American  Sugar  Cane  League  is  to  sustain  success  through  effective 
research,  positive  legislation,  public  relations/promotion,  and  education. 


American 
)    4^  Sugar  Cane 

L  ip^V  League 

faking  Life  Sweeter.  Naturally 


April  2009 
Volume  87,  No.  7 


Greg  Nolan 

JKf^^^^ 

Hnk 

45th 

1  ^ 

i 

President 

;v::i|||a|sf|?s|i.;  ^smmsm 

of  the 

1  ;,i|^': 

?' 

American 

Sugar  Cane 

League 

IIMH 

/^^^^^^^^^^^B^B 

:Eh:K3::;;t:»:s;;"! 


?p- ■     k e p re s e n c t n cj  lo u i 5 ; a n 

i  u  g a  r  Ca  n  e  G  r o we  r s  a  n  d  P  r  o  c  e  s  ^ ;.  ^:^  r ; 


The  Sugar  Bulletin 


The  Official  Bulletin  of  the  American  Sugar  Cane  League  of  the  U.S.A.,  Inc. 


James  H.  Simon/Editor  and  General  Manager 
Windell  R.  Jackson/Senior  Agronomist 
Herman  Waguespack,  Jr./Agronomist 
Nathan  Blackwelder/Agronomist 


John  Constant/Business  Manager 

Nannette  B.  Nickens/Administrative  Assistant 

P.  Ragan  Richard/Legal  Counsel 


Editorial  and  Executive  Office: 


206  East  Bayou  Road 
Thibodaux,  LA  70301 
Phone:  (985)  448-3707 
FAX:    (985)448-3722 
E-mail:  lasugar@amscl.org 


Washington  Representative 
Jack  Pettus  Consulting 
50  F  Street,  NW,  Suite  900 
Washington,  D.C.  20001 
Phone:  (202)879-0807 


Baton  Rouge  Representative 
Spradley  and  Spradley 
P.O.  Box  85125 
Baton  Rouge,  LA  70884 
Phone:(225)766-1359 


Officers  and  Members  of  the  Board  of  Directors  of  the  American  Sugar  Cane  League 


Greg  Nolan,  Thibodaux,  LA 

President 
Wallace  "Dickie"  Ellender,  III,  Bourg,  LA 

Vice-President 
James  H.  Simon,  Thibodaux,  LA 

General  Manager 


Michael  Daigle,  Belle  Rose,  LA 

Secretary 
Michael  Melancon,  Breaux  Bridge,  LA 

Treasurer 
Jack  Pettus,  Washington,  DC 

Vice  President  of  Government  Relations 


Brett  Allain,  Jeanerette,  LA 

Jessie  Breaux,  Franklin,  LA 

Jeff  Broussard,  St.  Martinville,  LA 

Craig  Caillier,  Jeanerette,  LA 

Lonnie  Champagne,  Breaux  Bridge,  LA 

Mike  Comb,  St.  Martinville,  LA 

C.J.  Daigle,  Belle  Rose,  LA 

Peter  Dufresne,  Paulina,  LA 

Daniels  "Dan"  Duplantis,  Sr.,  Raceland,  LA 

John  Earles,  Bunkie,  LA 

Mark  Engemann,  Maringouin,  LA 

John  Gay,  Plaquemine,  LA 

Ricky  Gonsoulin,  New  Iberia,  LA 

Ronald  Gonsoulin,  New  Iberia,  LA 

Gary  Gravois,  Napoleonville,  LA 

Charles  Guidry,  Erath,  LA 

Ronald  Guillotte,  Jr.,  Jeanerette,  LA 

Bryan  Harang,  Thibodaux,  LA 

Warren  Harang,  III,  Donaldsonville,  LA 

Jim  Harper,  Bunkie,  LA 


Robert  "Bobby"  Judice,  Franklin,  LA 
Scott  Kessler,  White  Castle,  LA 
Joel  Landry,  Paincourtville,  LA 
Duane  Legendre,  Thibodaux,  LA 
Will  Legendre,  Jeanerette,  LA 
Lawrence  "Boo"  Levert,  III,  St.  Martinville, 
Chris  Mattingly,  Paincourtville,  LA 
Frank  Minvielle,  New  Iberia,  LA 
Rivers  Patout,  Jeanerette,  LA 
Joey  Robichaux,  Labadieville,  LA 
Randall  Romero,  Jeanerette,  LA 
Charles  Schudmak,  White  Castle,  LA 
Donald  Segura,  New  Iberia,  LA 
Bryan  Simon,  Abbeville,  LA 
Frank  Sotile,  Jr.,  St.  James,  LA 
David  Stewart,  Lakeland,  LA 
Charles  Thibaut,  Donaldsonville.  LA 
David  Thibodeaux,  Jeanerette,  LA 
Tommy  Thibodeaux,  New  Iberia,  LA 
Daniel  P.  Viator,  Youngsville,  LA 


LA 


The  Sugar  Bulletin  is  published  monthly  by  the  American  Sugar  Cane  League  of  the  U.S.A.,  Inc.  a  nonprofit 

organization.  Subscriptions  are  domestic  $15  a  year  and  foreign  $50  a  year. 

POSTMASTER:   Send  address  changes  to  The  Sugar  Bulletin,  206  E.  Bayou  Road,  Thibodaux,  LA  70301 

The  views  and  opinions  expressed  by  columnists  in  this  publication  are  those  of  the  author  and  not  necessarily  those 

of  the  American  Sugar  Cane  League.   Views  and  opinions  expressed  in  advertisements  in  this  publication  are  those 

of  the  advertiser  and  not  necessarily  those  of  the  American  Sugar  Cane  League. 


Greg  Nolan 

45th  President  of  the  American  Sugar  Cane  League 

Born  in  1952  and  raised  in  South  Louisiana,  Greg  Nolan  has  been  a  part  of  the  sugar 
industry  for  most  of  his  life.  Upon  completion  of  high  school  in  1970,  Greg  moved 
to  New  Orleans  to  attend  Tulane  University  where  he  received  a  Bachelor  of  Arts 
degree  in  1974.  After  graduation,  Greg  returned  to  his  hometown  of  Labadieville  and 
began  his  professional  career  with  the  Supreme  Sugar  Refinery,  a  wholly-owned  subsidiary 
of  ADM.  His  22  years  with  the  Company  allowed  him  to  learn  all  facets  of  the  sugar 
refinery  business.  He  was  Vice  President  of  Operations  for  the  company  when  the  facility 
was  sold  to  Tate  and  Lyle  for  the  market  price  of  the  business.  For  a  little  over  a  year,  Greg 
continued  his  work  in  the  sugar  industry  as  a  private  consultant.  He  worked  with  EDF  Man 
to  assist  the  company  with  the  implementation  of  a  stuffed  molasses  station.  Once  his  time 
with  EDF  Man  was  completed  he  worked  with  Florida  Crystals  to  assist  with  the  operations 
of  a  new  packaging  facility.  In  1997,  Greg  was  hired  by  Lafourche  Sugars,  LLC  as  General 
Manager  where  he  continues  to  work  today.  Lafourche  Sugars  is  a  raw  sugar  manufacturer. 
Under  his  direction,  the  factory  has  grown  and  capacity  has  increased  allowing  the  company 
to  now  grind  over  a  millions  tons  of  cane  each  year.  Due  to  his  expertise  in  the  sugar 
industry,  Greg  has  served  as  President  and  Vice  President  of  the  American  Society  of  Sugar 
Cane  Technologist  (ASSCT)  and  Vice  President  and  Secretary  of  the  American  Sugar  Cane 
League.  He  remains  committed  to  the  sugar  industry  and  continues  his  work  with  all  the 
associated  organizations  to  ensure  that  the  industry  remains  viable  and  strong.  Greg  still 
resides  in  Labadieville  with  his  wife  of  36  years,  Bonnie  Nolan. 
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Editor 's  Note:  The  following  is  a  guest  article  written  by  Chancellor  Bill  Richardson  of  the 
LSUAgCenter. 


Call  Baton  Rouge 


6/7/  Richardson 
Chancellor,  LSU  AgCenter 


Greetings  to  everyone  in  the  sugar 
industry.  Thank  you  for  giving  me 
the  opportunity  to  write  about  the 
LSU  AgCenter.  As  you  are  aware,  the  LSU 
AgCenter  -  as  well  as  all  of  higher 
education  in  the  state  -  is  facing  drastic 
budget  cuts.  While  other  institutions  of 
higher  education  can  raise  student  tuition 
and  fees  to  increase  revenue,  the  LSU 
AgCenter  does  not  have  this  option.  The 
LSU  AgCenter  includes  the  Louisiana 
Agricultural  Experiment  Station  and  the 
Louisiana  Cooperative  Extension  Service. 
While  many  of  our  faculty  have  joint 
appointments  with  LSU  A&M,  the  LSU 
AgCenter  does  not  benefit  from  tuition 
increases. 

Another  disadvantage  we  face  with 
budget  cuts  at  the  state  level  is  that  we  have 
a  larger  proportion  of  our  budget  from  state 
funds,  about  60  percent,  than  the  other 
institutions  within  the  LSU  System.  We 
have  endured  a  4.6  percent  midyear  cut,  and 
we  face  a  15.7  percent  cut  for  the  2009- 


2010  fiscal  year,  which  begins  July  1.  There 
remain  some  unanswered  questions  about 
unfunded  mandates  and  other  budget  items. 
But  the  bottom  line  is  we  are  planning  a 
20-plus  percent  cut  to  our  budget.  This 
translates  into  about  a  $19  million  reduction. 
Unless  the  Legislature  acts  to  lessen  the 
impact  of  these  cuts,  we  will  have  to  take 
drastic  actions  to  bring  our  budget  in 
balance.  We  will  not  be  able  to  serve  the 
state  in  the  manner  our  constituents  deserve. 

We  are  in  the  process  of  holding  meetings 
around  the  state  with  our  constituents, 
making  them  aware  of  the  consequences  of 
such  draconian  cuts.  Our  audiences  have 
been  appreciative  of  the  information  and 
have  enthusiastically  committed  to 
contacting  their  local  legislators. 

As  with  all  of  our  agricultural  industries, 
the  sugarcane  industry  will  be  adversely 
affected  by  cutbacks  in  LSU  AgCenter 
research  and  outreach.  According  to  the 
latest  figures  we  have  from  our  economists, 
the    sugarcane    industry    contributed 


approximately  $667  million  of  the  nearly 
$11  billion  in  total  value  generated  by 
Louisiana  agriculture  in  2007.  Sugarcane 
production  ranked  third  among  plant 
commodities  and  fourth  among  all 
agricultural  commodities  in  economic 
importance  to  the  state.  So  far,  because  of 
budget  cuts,  we  have  lost  two  positions  that 
serve  the  sugarcane  industry.  One  is  in 
sugarcane  breeding,  which  provides  new 
varieties  critical  to  the  industry  for 
profitability.  The  other  is  the  sugarcane 
production  extension  specialist  position, 
which  remains  unfilled. 

We  have  a  long  tradition  of  serving  the 
sugarcane  industry  through  our  research  and 
extension  programs.  Faculty  in  several  of 
our  academic  departments  devote  their 
research  to  the  sugarcane  industry,  and  we 
have  extension  agents  in  every  sugarcane- 
producing  parish.  Two  of  our  units  -  the 
Audubon  Sugar  Institute  and  the  Sugar 
Research  Station,  both  in  St.  Gabriel  -  are 
dedicated  to  the  sugar  industry. 

Since  its  beginning  in  the  mid- 1880s,  the 
Audubon  Sugar  Institute  has  undergone 
many  changes,  including  relocation  from 
New  Orleans  to  Baton  Rouge  and 
administrative  transfer  to  the  LSU  AgCenter. 
A  significant  change  occurred  in  2003  when 
we  moved  the  facility  off-campus  to  its 
present  location  in  what  used  to  be  an  R&D 
facility  for  Syngenta  Crop  Protection  Inc. 
The  institute  continues  its  long-standing 
mission  of  maximizing  the  production  of 
raw  sugar  in  Louisiana's  sugar  factories. 
Records  kept  by  personnel  at  the  institute 
show  an  ever-increasing  trend  in  Louisiana 
factory  efficiency,  even  as  factory  size 
increases.  As  the  sugar  industry  becomes 
more  integrated  with  sugar  refineries, 
research  on  producing  a  high  pol  raw  sugar 
with  optimum  color  continues. 

The  Sugar  Research  Station  -  the  oldest 
of  our  20  experiment  stations  -  also  had  its 


beginning  in  the  mid- 1880s.  Founded  in 
1885  at  the  Schultz  plantation  in  Kenner,  it 
was  supported  by  the  members  of  the 
Louisiana  Sugar  Planters  Association 
through  the  cooperation  of  Louisiana 
scientific  and  agricultural  associations. 
Since  its  inception,  the  station's  primary 
function  has  been  to  generate  and  develop 
new  sugarcane  varieties.  Since  the  1950s 
photoperiod  scheduling  has  been  used  to 
induce  flowering  under  Louisiana 
conditions.  Since  1983,  all  seed  production 
has  been  done  at  photoperiod  facilities  at  the 
Sugar  Research  Station.  We  know  sugarcane 
varieties  are  important  to  you,  and  variety 
development  will  remain  an  important  part 
of  our  research  and  extension  programs. 

Let  me  take  this  opportunity  to  express 
my  deep  gratitude  to  the  American  Sugar 
Cane  League  for  its  longtime  and  continuing 
support  of  the  LSU  AgCenter.  We've  never 
needed  your  support  more  than  we  do  now 
at  this  critical  juncture  in  our  history.  I  would 
encourage  you  to  do  whatever  you  can  to 
make  Louisiana  legislators  aware  of  the 
effects  of  a  severe  budget  reduction  to  the 
LSU  AgCenter  and,  ultimately,  to  the 
agriculture  industry  in  our  state.  Many 
policy  makers  do  not  realize  the  significant 
economic  contribution  agriculture  makes  to 
Louisiana's  prosperity.  No  matter  what 
happens,  we  will  continue  to  do  the  best  job 
we  can  to  serve  the  people  of  Louisiana. 


Specializing  in 
Cane  Harvester  Repair 

(337)  276-4746  Hm. 
(337)  523-5785  Cell 


Our  fluids 
make  sugar. 


Ouachita 


Fertilizer 


New  Iberia,  LA        (337)  367-8233 


Crop 
Production 

Services 


Thibodaux,  LA 
(985)  447-4081 


New  Roads,  LA 
(225)  638-6343 


Need  to  grow  your 
farming  business? 

Consider  an  agricultural  loan 
from  Capital  One. 
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CapitalQne 


Capital  One  has  a  variety  of  flexible,  affordable,  and  convenient 
agricultural  loans  to  suit  your  business  needs. 

•  Equipment  loans  •  Farm  real  estate  loans 

•  Production  loans  •  Recreational  real  estate  loans 

We  are  also  experienced  in  financing  for  a  broad  range  of  facilities 


including: 

•  Cotton  gins 

•  Sugar  mills 

•  Warehouses 


•  Suppliers 

•  Equipment  companies 


To  learn  more  about  Capital  One's  agricultural  loans  and  what  we  can  do  for  your 
business,  stop  by  your  nearest  Capital  One  branch,  call  1-888-855-2265, 
or  click  www.  capitalonebank.com 


1  —  1    Normal  credit  qualifications  apply. 

lender    ©2007  Capital  One  Services,  Inc.  Capital  One  is  a  federally-registered  trademark.  All  rights  reserved. 
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AUSTOFT  8800 

THE  MOST  ADVANCED  SUGAR  HARVESTER 
EVER  BUILT.  COME  SEE  THE  DIFFERENCE 


ALL  NEW  8800  SERIES  AUSTOFT 


AGRICULTURE 


Lemann's 


THE  ONLY  FULL  LINE  CASE  IH-AUSTOFT  DEALER 

IN  LOUISIANA-FROM  START  TO  FINISH  WE  CAN 

SATISFY  ALL  YOUR  EQUIPMENT  NEEDS.  SERVING 

THE  SUGAR  BELT  SINCE  1836 
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Washington  Update 

By  Jack  Pettus 


Sugar  Regulations  A  Top  Priority 

Construction  Funding  In  FY09  Appropriations 

Sugar  &  Corn,  A  Crude  Connection 

USDA  WASDE  March  Report  on  US  Sugar  Supply  and  Use 


In  mid-March,  Secretary  Tom  Vilsack 
committed  to  making  release  of  the  sugar 
regulations  a  top  priority  for  the  agency. 
The  Secretary's  commitment  came  after 
Senator  Mary  Landrieu  and  Congressman 
Charlie  Melancon  expressed  their  personal 
concerns  to  the  Secretary  that  further  delays 
would  have  a  unique  and  detrimental  impact 
on  Louisiana  sugar  producers.  The 
Members  stressed  that  additional  imports 
would  virtually  ensure  that  CCC  would  be 
holding  raw  sugar  by  the  end  of  July.  The 
Members  urged  the  Secretary  to  refrain  from 
adding  unneeded  sugar  to  the  equation  by 
announcing  additional  TRQs  and  expressed 
concern  that  continued  delay  in 
implementing  sugar  and  releasing  sucrose- 
ethanol  regulations  deprived  the  Department 
of  invaluable  tools  to  avoid  forfeitures.  The 
American  Sugar  Alliance  communicated 
similar  concerns  to  the  Secretary  prior  to  the 
congressional  contacts. 

Jim  Miller,  a  wheat  farmer  from  eastern 
Washington  who  served  as  President  of  the 
National  Association  of  Wheat  Growers 
(NAWG)  in  the  late  1980's  before  moving 


to  Washington  to  serve  on  the  staff  of 
NAWG,  was  nominated  to  serve  as 
Undersecretary  for  Farm  and  Foreign 
Agriculture  Services,  the  key  political 
position  affecting  production  agriculture. 
Mr.  Miller,  who  was  a  key  member  of  the 
National  Farmers  Union  staff  before  joining 
Senator  Kent  Conrad's  (D-ND)  staff  as  his 
agriculture  and  budget  assistant,  was  the 
Senator's  point-person  on  budget  and 
agricultural  issues  throughout  the  recently 
concluded  farm  bill  process.  Mr.  Miller's 
years  spent  advocating  for  agricultural 
producers,  combined  with  his  depth  of 
knowledge  about  the  intricate  technical 
components  of  the  2008  farm  bill,  offer  hope 
that  the  new  Administration  can  begin  to 
implement  the  farm  bill  as  Congress 
intended.  Mr.  Miller's  work  with  Senator 
Conrad  provides  an  excellent  background  as 
he  assumes  responsibility  for  the  sugar 
program. 

While  there  are  no  confirmation  hearings 
currently  scheduled,  Miller's  strong 
relationships  in  the  Senate  Agriculture 
Committee  and  throughout  the  agricultural 


community  should  make  for  a  swift  process. 
Likewise,  the  nomination  of  Dallas  Tonsager 
to  serve  as  Undersecretary  for  Rural 
Development  should  be  relatively  quick.  Mr. 
Tonsager,  a  South  Dakotan  who  has  served 
on  the  board  of  the  Farm  Credit 
Administration  since  2004,  was  the  South 
Dakota  Rural  Development  Director  during 
the  Clinton  Administration.  Hopefully,  these 
nominations  will  accelerate  the  process  of 
building  the  vital  decision-making 
component  of  USDA. 

Construction  Funding  In  FY09 
Appropriations 

In  early  March,  Congress  approved  an 
omnibus  appropriations  package  to  fund 
government  programs  for  the  current  fiscal 
year,  ending  September  30,  2009.  The 
package  includes  $2,505  million  for 
construction  of  the  new  ARS  sugarcane 
research  laboratory.  Appropriators  are 
preparing  to  start  the  process  of  developing 
appropriations  legislation  for  FY2010. 

Sugar  &  Corn,  A  Crude  Connection 

The  85th  Annual  USDA  Outlook  Forum 
in  late  February  offered  a  plethora  of 
information  for  agricultural  professionals  to 
digest.  One  interesting  presentation 
presented  by  Owen  Wagner,  Senior 
Economist  of  LMC  International  Ltd.  "The 
Impact  of  Oil  Price  on  the  U.S.  and  Mexico 
Sweetener  Markets"  is  worth  contemplating 
as  our  farmers  return  to  their  fields  this 
spring.  Whether  considering  Brazilian 
ethanol  from  sugar  or  US  ethanol  from  corn, 
Wagner  postulates  that  the  need  for  ethanol 
to  be  competitively  priced  with  gasoline 
creates  a  dynamic  where  gasoline,  ethanol 
and  sweeteners  have  become  cross-linked. 
In  the  US  market,  where  corn  is  the  linkage, 
Wagner  notes  that  high  corn  prices  caused 
by  ethanol  demand  can  reduce  the 
competitiveness  of  HFCS  in  the  NAFTA 


market,  increasing  demand  and  price  for 
sugar.  Conversely,  lower  ethanol  prices  can 
encourage  production  of  HFCS  and 
negatively  affect  sugar  prices. 

Thus,  according  to  Wagner,  volatility  will 
exist  within  the  markets  of  energy-producing 
commodities  and  fuel  production  as  long  as 
ethanol  prices  are  linked  to  the  price  of  oil. 
If,  as  part  of  a  national  strategy  to  end  our 
addiction  to  foreign  oil,  the  government 
implements  renewable  energy  policies  that 
remove  the  price  linkage  between  renewable 
(ethanol,  biofuel,  etc)  and  non-renewable 
(fossil)  fuels,  volatility  should  be  lessened. 
Reduced  volatility  would  benefit  potential 
renewable  energy  producers  hampered  by 
the  inability  to  build  a  viable  price  risk  model 
into  business  plans. 

USDA  WASDE  March  Report  on  US 
Sugar  Supply  and  Use 

The  USDA  released  its  March  World 
Agricultural  Supply  and  Demand  Estimates 
(WASDE)  report  for  sugar  supply  and  use. 
2007/08  estimates  remained  unchanged. 
USDA's  2008/09  beginning  stocks  were 
unchanged,  but  prouction  was  reduced  to 
7,630,000  tons  from  7,715,000  tons.  Beet 
production  fell  slightly  to  4,220,000  tons, 
while  cane  production  was  decreased  by 
60,000  tons  due  to  lower  Florida  production. 
Louisiana  production  was  unchanged  at 
1 ,425,000  tons.  Imports  were  left  unchanged 
at  2,531,000  tons  as  USDA  seemingly 
ignored  rising  Mexican  deliveries,  resulting 
in  a  reduction  of  total  supply  to  11,821 ,000 
tons  from  11,906,000  tons  last  month. 
Exports  were  unchanged  at  130,000  tons  and 
deliveries  remained  at  10,710,000  tons, 
resulting  in  no  change  to  total  use  at 
10,840,000  tons.  Ending  stocks  are 
decreased  to  981,000  tons  from  1,066,000 
tons  last  month.  The  stocks  to  use  ratio  was 
lowered  to  9.0  percent  from  9.8  percent  last 
month. 


You're  First  at 
First  South  Farm  Credit,  ACA 

At  First  South  Farm  Credit,  ACA  you're  not  just  a  number.  We  believe  that  personal 
service  is  a  way  of  life.  Your  financial  transactions  are  important  to  us. 

Our  staff  has  the  knowledge,  qualifications  and  experience  along  with  that  personal 
touch  that  make  you  feel  that  you're  FIRST  at  First  South  Farm  Credit,  ACA. 

First  South 
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Kenneth  Guillory 

New  Iberia 


Agricultural  Lender 

Give  us  a  call! 
(337)  364-0217 


Tracie  Rodriguez 

New  Iberia 


Kleentek® 

Louisiana 


"WHEN  QUALITY  REALLY  COUNTS" 


To  Place  an  Order  Call  337-364-2216 


M.  J.NAQUIN,  INC. 


Farm  Equipment 

"A  SQUARE  DEAL  OR  NO  DEAL" 

"MARK  5" 


BUSH  HOG 

Performance  You  Can  Count  On 


New  Tapered 
Timken  Style  Bearings 
Available 


A  5  Row  Cultivator  that  will  cover  more  acres  in  a  given 

TIME  PERIOD  THAN  A  3  ROW.  THE  FUEL  AND  LABOR  SAVINGS 
COULD  BE  AS  MUCH  AS  $2.00  OR  MORE  PER  ACRE. 


NEW- BUSH  HOG®  DISTRIBUTOR 


NEW    J  D  SUGARCANE  CALTIVATOR  PARTS  AVAILABLE    NEW 


205  Arms  Street  Thibodaux,  Louisiana 

985-447-3296  /  985-446-3401  FAX 

email:  mjnaquin@charterinternet.com 
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On  The  Farm 

By  Windell  Jackson 


Crop  Report 
Fertilizer  Recommendations 


I  had  an  opportunity,  before  the  rains  of 
the  last  few  days,  to  do  some  scouting 
of  planted  cane.  The  tour  included  a  large 
portion  of  the  cane  belt.  For  those  areas  of 
concern  last  fall,  the  observed  improvements 
in  stands  were  not  nearly  as  much  as  had  been 
hoped.  With  the  dry  conditions  during 
January,  February  and  through  mid  March 
and  only  three  killing  frosts,  there  was  hope 
that  stands  in  the  poorly  planted  cane  would 
greatly  improve.  I  did  not  see  any  vast 
improvement  from  mid  February  through 
this  last  tour  last  week.  Until  mid  March, 
field  conditions  were  relatively  dry  and  fields 
that  were  rutted  during  the  last  few  weeks  of 
the  2008  harvest  season  have  nearly  all  been 
repaired.  As  one  travels  through  the  industry, 
one  can  see  where  growers  have  cultivated 
fields  of  planted  cane  in  the  hopes  of  keeping 
them  this  year.  In  most  cases  there  really  is 
no  hope,  just  added  expense  of  the  wasted 
diesel  expended  in  this  process.  The 
accompanying  two  pictures  are  of  a  couple 
of  fields  in  which  growers  are  wasting  their 
time  and  dollars  in  hopes  that  stands  will 
improve  enough  to  keep. 
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For  some  growers  the  loss  of  plant  cane 
acreage  is  compounded  by  an  incomplete 
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2008  planting.  Growers  who  have  the 
ability  and  equipment  hope  that  they  can 
supplement  the  lack  of  income  from  lost 
plant  cane  acreage  by  the  planting  of 
soybeans  on  the  additional  plowed  out 
acreage.  At  this  time,  the  2009  market  price 
for  soybeans  is  not  as  strong  as  that  of  last 
year,  but  if  production  is  adequate,  a  grower 
should  be  able  to  make  a  profit  as  well  as 
cover  the  normal  cost  of  summer  fallow 
practices. 

Because  of  the  mild  winter,  older  stubble 
fields  are  showing  good  potential  at  this 
time.  Hopefully,  as  growers  who  have  plant 
cane  losses  get  fields  of  older  stubble 
cleaned  up  they  will  find  sufficient  acreage 
with  a  good  yield  potential  to  replace  acres 
of  plant  cane  that  they  had  to  plow  out  due 
to  poor  stands.  Although  it  is  not  always 
good  to  keep  excessive  acreage  of  older 
stubble  at  the  expense  of  not  planting  cane, 
some  economic  advantage  may  be  gained 
by  keeping  older  stubble  cane  when  plant 
cane  is  lost.  Dr.  Mike  Salassi  reported  this 
in  last  month's  article  in  The  Sugar  Bulletin. 
Consideration  should  be  given  to  yield 
potential  (profitability)  for  both  fields  of 
plant  cane  and  older  stubble  when  making 
decisions  to  plow  or  keep. 

Fertilizer  Recommendations 

Over  the  past  three  days,  whether  needed 
or  not,  most  of  the  cane  belt  received  rain. 
Totals  vary  from  one  to  four  inches.  During 
the  preceding  dry  weather,  most  were  able 
to  get  lots  of  fieldwork  accomplished,  with 
most  growers  reporting  completion  of  off 
barring  and  completion  of  herbicide 
applications.  With  these  two  tasks 
accomplished,  some  are  starting  to  get  the 
itch  to  begin  their  fertilizer  applications. 

By  the  time  this  article  is  read,  it  will  be 
just  about  time  to  start  fertilization  ,  and  not 
be  too  early  to  get  maximum  productivity 
(profitability)  from  fertilization  because  of 


denitrification  and  leeching;  Nitrogen 
application  earlier  than  April  1  has  the 
potential  to  be  lost  and  not  available  when 
needed  during  the  grand  growth  stage  that 
occurs  during  June,  July,  and  August.  With 
the  high  cost  of  nitrogen  fertilizer  and  other 
input  costs,  it  is  important  to  make  sure  that 
the  fertilizer  is  applied  at  a  time  when  plants 
can  make  most  efficient  use  of  it  and  not  to 
feed  the  weeds  and  give  them  an  early 
advantage  in  the  field  that  have  weaker 
stands. 

Based  on  research  data  obtained  with  the 
more  modern  varieties,  and  not  those 
historic  varieties  grown  during  the  1950's 
and  the  1970's,  the  recommended  rates 
(pounds  per  acre)  for  nitrogen  fertilizer  have 
been  lowered.  The  original  validation  of 
fertilizer  rates  was  done  during  a  time  when 
anhydrous  ammonia  was  the  main  source 
of  nitrogen  fertilizer.  The  current  fertilizer 
recommendations  are  based  on  the  use  of 
32%  UAN  as  the  fertilizer  source  and  with 
the  pH  at  a  recommended  level  for  the  soil 
types  from  which  the  test  plots  were 
harvested.  The  data  used  to  make  the 
updated  recommendations  are  from 
research  conducted  by  researchers  from  the 
LSU  AgCenter  and  from  the  USD  A — ARS 
Sugarcane  Research  Laboratory  in 
cooperation  with  County  Agents  in  the  cane 
producing  parishes.  All  fertilizer 
recommendations  are  general  and  designed 
to  cover  a  wide  range  of  conditions.  To  take 
best  advantage  of  fertilizer  applications, 
fields  should  be  soil  tested,  and  where  the 
pH  in  a  field  is  not  within  the  recommended 
pH  range,  it  should  be  limed  sufficiently  to 
raise  soil  pH  to  6.5.  Proper  pH  levels  are 
the  most  influential  factor  in  the  efficient 
use  of  fertilizer  by  sugarcane.  The  current 
recommendations  for  nitrogen  application 
to  sugarcane  for  2009  crop  year  are  as 
follows: 
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Nitrogen  (N  lbs/acre) 

Phosphorus  (P205  lbs/acre) 

Crop 

Soil  type 

Rate  (lbs/a) 

Soil  test  indicates 
that  field  P  is: 

Plant-cane 
rate  (lbs/a) 

Stubble-cane 
rate  (lbs/a) 

Plant-cane 

Light 

60  —  80    | 

Very  low 

50 

60 

Heavy 

80  —  100 

Low 

45 

50 

Medium 

40 

40 

Stubble  cane 

Light 

80  -  100 

High 

0 

0 

Heavy 

100—120 

Very  high 

0 

0 

Potassium  (K20  lbs/acre) 

Lime 

Soil  test  indicates 
that  field  K  is: 

Plant-cane 
rate  (lbs/a) 

Stubble-cane 
rate  (lbs/a) 

Lime  should  be  applied  to  a  field  when 
soil  tests  indicate  that  the  field  has  a  pH 

less  than: 

Very  low 

120 

140 

5.8 

Sandy  loam 

Low 

110 

120 

5.8 

Silt  loam 

Medium 

80 

80 

5.2 

Clay  loam 

High 

0 

0 

5.2 

Clay                                | 

Very  high 

0 

0 

In  all  cases,  enough  lime  should  be 
added  to  raise  pH  to  6.5 

A  complete  copy  of  the  2009  sugarcane  fertilization  recommendations  can  be  obtained 
from  your  parish  County  Agent. 


Rodney's  Welding  Se/v/Ce 

Fabricating  and  Repairing  Sugarcane  Equipment 


780  East  Main  St.,  Lockport,  LA 
Shop:   985-532-5746  Cell:   985-209-1192 
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PRODUCERS  Ag  FINANCE,  Inc. 

2595  Hwy  1  Thibodaux,  LA  70301 
985-526-0500         985-526-0505  Fax 
cd.proag@charterinternet.com 


Committed  to  Customer  Success 


Lines  of  Credit  Agribusiness  Loans 

Real  Estate  Loans        Equipment  Loans 
Refinance  /  Restructure 

Apply  by  phone,  fax  or  email 
Contact  Craig  DeGravelle 


© 


CORPORATION 


Jrom  the fieCdto  t ft e factory 


HONIRON  Corporation  is  your  authorized 
JOHN  DEERE  SUGAR  dealer  for  all  of  your 
cane  harvesting  equipment,  parts  and  service 
needs. 


Honiron  vertical  crystallizer  installation 


HONIRON  Corporation 

P.O.  Box  620  •  Jeanerette,  LA  70544 

Phone  (337)  276-6314  ■  Fax  (337)  276-3614 

sales(Q)honiron.com      www.honiron.com 


( 'ommitted  to  ( yn stonier  Satisfaction 
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Growing  Your 
Bottom  Line 

By  Michael  Salassi,  PhD 
LSU  AgCenter 


Economic  Aspects  of  Nitrogen  Fertilization 


N'itrogen  is  a  major  plant  nutrient 
necessary  for  optimal  sugarcane 
production  in  Louisiana.  Given  the 
recent  dramatic  rise  in  the  price  of  nitrogen 
fertilizer,  it  is  also  a  major  component  of 
sugarcane  production  cost.  With  its 
significant  impact  on  farm  income,  through 
its  influence  on  sugarcane  yields,  and  its 
impact  on  farm  production  costs,  the 
economically  efficient  use  of  nitrogen 
fertilizer  is  a  critical  factor  in  maximizing 
sugarcane  farm  net  returns.  This  article 
briefly  highlights  some  current  economic 
aspects  of  nitrogen  fertilization  including 
use,  timing,  cost  and  price  volatility. 

As  have  been  discussed  at  recent  grower 
meetings  this  year,  recommended  nitrogen 
fertilization  rates  for  sugarcane  production 
in  Louisiana  have  been  reduced.  Current 
recommendations  call  for  60-100  lbs.  of 
nitrogen  on  plant  cane  (60-80  lbs.  on  light 
soils  and  80-100  lbs.  on  heavy  soils)  and 
80-120  lbs.  on  stubble  cane  (80-100  lbs.  on 
light  soils  and  100-120  lbs.  on  heavy  soils). 
These  rates  are  based  on  research  conducted 
to  determine  the  optimal  fertilization  rate 
to  maximize  sugar  per  acre. 


Since  farm  income  is  ultimately  based 
on  sales  of  raw  sugar,  optimal  nitrogen 
fertilization  should  be  based  on  maximizing 
sugar,  not  cane,  production  per  acre. 
Increased  nitrogen  application  rates  above 
recommended  levels  may  increase  tons  of 
cane  per  acre,  but  also  decreases  sugar  per 
ton.  The  economic  implication  of  higher 
than  recommended  nitrogen  application 
rates  is  higher  fertilization  costs  per  acre  in 
return  for  an  equal  or  reduced  sugar  income 
per  acre,  thereby  reducing  net  farm  returns 
to  the  grower. 

To  maximize  dollar  of  return  per  dollar 
invested  in  nitrogen  fertilization,  timing  of 
nitrogen  application  is  also  very  important. 
Research  has  shown  that  optimal  nitrogen 
utilization  for  sugarcane  in  Louisiana 
occurs  when  it  is  applied  between  April  1 
and  April  30.  Nitrogen  fertilizer 
applications  prior  to  April  1  can  result  in 
nutrient  loss  due  to  leaching  and 
denitrification.  Recent  research  has 
indicated  that  nitrogen  applications  can  be 
made  as  late  as  the  first  part  of  May  with 
no  major  impacts  on  sugar  yield.  The  point 
here  is  to  apply  nitrogen  when  the  sugarcane 
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plant  can  most  efficiently  utilize  it.  This  is 
true  both  from  an  agronomic  as  well  as  an 
economic  perspective. 

In  terms  of  fertilizer  cost,  the  USDA 
prices  paid  index  for  nitrogen  fertilizer  in 
February  was  down  16.7%  from  January 
and  13.6%  below  prices  a  year  ago.  In 
Louisiana,  projected  fertilizer  prices  in 
January  were  $0.53  per  pound  of  nitrogen. 
Current  (March)  price  quotes  for  nitrogen 
fertilizers  are  in  the  $0.55  per  pound  of 
nitrogen  range.  At  these  prices,  projected 
nitrogen  costs  for  the  2009  sugarcane  crop 
would  be  in  the  $33  to  $55  per  acre  range 
for  plant  cane  and  in  the  $44  to  $66  per 
acre  range  for  stubble  cane. 

During  2007  and  2008,  prices  of  nitrogen 
and  other  fertilizers  increased  dramatically, 
before  tailing  off  slightly  at  the  end  of  2008. 
This  price  volatility  is  the  result  of  several 
factors  which  are  affecting  both  the  supply 
and  demand  of  nitrogen  fertilizer  in  the 
United  States. 

As  illustrated  in  the  chart  below, 
approximately  half  of  U.S.  nitrogen 
fertilizer  is  now  imported  from  foreign 
countries.  As  a  commodity  traded  in  the 
world  market,  many  factors  can  have  an 
influence  on  nitrogen  fertilizer  prices. 
Factors  which  have  had  a  significant  impact 


on  prices  over  the  past  year  include  (1)  the 
rising  cost  of  natural  gas,  which  increases 
the  cost  of  producing  ammonia  used  to  make 
nitrogen  fertilizer,  (2)  increased  overseas 
transportation  costs,  which  increases  the  cost 
of  imported  fertilizer,  (3)  the  falling  U.S. 
dollar,  which  makes  imported  fertilizer  more 
expensive,  (4)  increasing  global  population, 
which  increases  the  world  demand  for 
fertilizer,  and  (5)  foreign  trade  policies, 
which  might  limit  fertilizer  exports  to  the 
U.S.  to  ensure  adequate  domestic  supplies 
in  foreign  countries  of  production. 

Fertilizer  prices  in  2009  are  expected  to 
hold  at  current  levels,  or  rise  slightly,  in 
response  to  reduced  supplies,  increased 
demand  and  lags  in  supply  availability.  Over 
the  long  run,  nitrogen  fertilizer  prices  will 
still  be  correlated  closely  with  energy  prices. 
There  is  optimism,  however,  for  the  prospect 
of  increased  domestic  nitrogen  fertilizer 
production  in  the  U.S.  Recent  advances  in 
using  coal  to  produce  ammonia  (through  coal 
gasification)  are  improving  the  economic 
feasibility  of  this  technology.  The  U.S.  has 
the  world's  largest  coal  reserve.  Domestic 
production  of  ammonia  based  on  coal  could 
play  a  larger  role  in  U.S.  nitrogen  supply, 
potentially  lowering  and  stabilizing  the  price 
of  nitrogen  fertilizer  in  the  years  to  come. 


U.S.  Nitrogen  Fertilizer  Production  and  Imports,  1999-2008 


£    14 
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U.S.  Nitrogen  Production 


U.S.  Net  Imports  of  Nitrogen 


1999     2000     2001     2002     2003     2004 

Year 

Source:  USDA,  Economic  Research  Service. 
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A  View  From  The  Top 


The  new  2009  Austoft  8800  harvester!  The  heart  of  the 

7700  but  with  class  leading  enhancements  in 

harvesting  capacity  and  operator  comfort. 


Electronic  automatic  cutter  height  and  cruise  control 

Data  Logger  which  measures: 

Area  harvested,  time  harvesting,  time  waiting,  fuel 
Consumption,  engine  parameters,  base  cutter  pressure, 
Hydraulic  oil  temp,  etc.  Measurements  are  downloadable 
To  a  USB  memory  stick  for  transfer  to  your  PC. 

Right  hand  console  with  multi-function  handle. 

Left  hand  steer  and  cruise  control.  ^tt& 

Wide  combine  cab  with  standard  training  seat.  *•  Jfcfl^ 

CJXSE  HI  v 

wm  ■^^■-  »■  CANE  EQUIPS 


AGRICULTURE 
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True  Value  Hardware 


"Serving  South  Louisiana  For  Over  50  Years" 

•  Fertilizer  •  Chemicals  •  Custom  Blending 
•  Farm  Supplies  •  Purina  Feeds  •  Pet  Supplies 

•  Lake  Country  Feeds  •  Lawn  And  Garden 

P  O  Box  250     32705  Highway  1  South 

White  Castle  LA  70788 

Phone:  (225)  545-3616     Fax:  (225)  545-8065 


FLYING  SERVICE  AVAILABLE 


natura  icious 

always  beats  chemicalicious. 


Real,  all-natural  sugar.  There  are  no  other  ingredients  or  chemical  additives 
inside,  ever.  Just  15  little  calories  per  teaspoon.  And  that's  all  there  is  to  it. 


sweet  by  nature 


ugor.org 


The  Baton  Rouge  Line 

By  Tom  Spradley 
Spradley  and  Spradley 


2009  Legislature  Convenes 

Budget  -  Burning 

Public  Service  Commission  Race 


T 


he  odd-year  short  version  of  the 
Louisiana  Legislature  begins  April 
27  with  warnings  of  warfare  over 
proposed  budget  cuts  and  vague  promises 
of  revenge  by  legislators  who  feel  Governor 
Jindal  got  it  wrong  when  he  vetoed  their  pay 
raise  bill  last  year  and  with  some  trepidation 
on  the  part  of  sugar  growers  who  hear  that  a 
burning  ban  will  find  its  way  onto  the  fray 
this  year. 

Budget 

The  session  in  odd  numbered  years  can 
meet  for  only  45  days  out  of  60  beginning 
on  the  last  Monday  in  April.  The  budget 
and  taxes  are  the  primary  items  to  be 
considered.  Each  legislator  is  allowed  five 
bills  outside  of  the  tax/budget  agenda. 

The  Governor's  proposed  budget  will 
reflect  a  10%  cut  from  last  year's  budget 
considering  state  and  federal  dollars  and 
13%  less  state  money  than  last  year. 
Education  and  healthcare  are  the  big  losers 
again  this  year.  Mostly  that  is  because  those 
items  and  just  a  few  others  are  protected 


from  cuts  by  various  devices  such  as 
dedicated  taxes,  constitutional  and  court 
mandates.  About  80%  of  the  budget  is  more 
or  less  protected  from  cuts  making  it  difficult 
to  manage  the  budget  cuts  efficiently. 

While  the  budget  will  have  to  be  cut  to 
reflect  declining  revenues  due  to  less  storm 
reconstruction  spending,  there  is  surplus 
money  that  can  be  made  available  for 
construction  projects.  The  Governor  has 
identified  almost  $100  million  he  wants  to 
use  on  construction  of  higher  education 
facilities  that  have  been  backlogged  in  our 
construction  priorities.  LSU-E, 
Southeastern,  Northwestern  State,  UNO, 
ULL,  McNeese  State,  Louisiana  Tech,  LSU 
Baton  Rouge,  Southern  and  ULM  are  all 
expected  to  benefit  from  this  one-time 
money. 

Burning 

A  tragic  event  involving  death  where  fog 
and  smoke  from  burning  crops  may  have 
contributed  to  the  outcome  has  brought 
attention  to  the   age-old  practice   of 
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agricultural  burning.  A  legislative 
resolution  is  expected  to  examine  the 
practice  of  burning  and  come  up  with  a  set 
of  recommendations  for  later  consideration. 

Public  Service  Commission  Race 

Political  polls  on  the  same  race  can  report 
vastly,  in  political  terms,  different 
projections.  The  current  race  for  the  vacated 
Public  Service  Commissioner  (PSC)  has 
three  candidates,  with  two  of  them  citing 
polls  that  show  they  can  win  in  the  primary. 
State  Senator  Joe  McPherson  has  a  poll  that 
shows  him  very  close  to  50%  with  all  three 
candidates  on  the  ballot.  Former 
Congressman  Clyde  Holloway  has  just 
released  a  poll  that  shows  him  with  a 
substantial  lead  over  McPherson  and  former 
State  Representative  Gil  Pinac. 
Holloway  and  Pinac  are  Republicans  and 
McPherson  is  a  Democrat. 


The  PSC  race  is  of  growing  interest  to  al 
forms  of  agriculture.  Farmers  are  looking 
for  ways  to  cut  costs  and  generate  nev 
revenues  by  producing  their  own  electricity 
and  selling  the  excess  is  an  obvious  way  tc 
kill  both  birds  with  one  stone.  The  PSC  ha! 
previously  ruled  that  utility  companies  an 
very  limited  in  how  much  they  can  pay  foi 
the  excess;  an  amount  well  below  the  cos 
for  a  farmer  to  produce  it. 


HEARNE 

PLANTER  VALVES 

FOR  INFO  CALL 
DAVID  HEARNE 

337-942-8180 


Axles!   Axles!          1 

Military  Axles 

^  Made  in  USA   f* 

HPF^i     mm* 

Complete  with  brakes, 

hubs,  s-cams,  &  drums 

1      1 

1 

Will  mount  on         1 
18- Wheel  trailers 

^jyup. 

Managed  by: 
Grace  and  Maggie 

We       have       tires 

**********  J» 

too... 

GAM  Tire  Co.,  Inc. 
337-319-0574  or  337-2" 
Jeanerette,  LA  70544 

76-6200 

I 
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Sweet  crop. 
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Sweet  financing. 

Growing  and  milling  sugarcane  is  a  specialized  business.  That's  why  you  need  a  financial 
partner  who  understands  the  sugar  industry.  One  who  offers  wise  lending  built  on  years 
of  experience  in  the  field. 

For  more  than  80  years,  we've  been  helping  sugarcane  growers  just  like  you,  whether  it's 
to  purchase  or  refinance  cane  property,  finance  capital  equipment  or  build  or  improve 
facilities. 

For  a  financial  partner  who  works  as  hard  as  you  do,  call  the  folks  at  the  Louisiana  Land 
Bank.  We'll  help  you  finance  a  sweet  deal. 


LAND  BANK 

1"0  /  /  ■f3T-0~JL/\i\  Yj  Call  now  for  information,  or  to  apply 

for  a  loan  to  buy,  build,  improve  or  refinance.  You  can  also  visit  us  at       y^ 

www.  louisianalandbank.  com .  iss 
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1999  Cameco  Harvester,  Mdl  2500. 
$35,000.   Call,  Gaston  Gros  at  985- 

litici  llQBl  Loadir  (with1,  whole 


Pre\ 

st  ft  Ik  grafts  &  rgtbftea  awUv%l| 

$5|CH0CJ;  jPcjrMld  &M  #|l|s]- 

"mm  MM- 

(%)  C  Vec\)  ffiVDpiW  WatoWi  to) 

I    I     ,    i     ,    1.4  'I  b'i    r     i    I.    ij    %   \   \ 
A|tdmhtjc  H|.a|ni  glahter  jwigpns; 

traildrsi  /-^ejw  i'Slc^siaWWh6le 
St|li  kk^§l  ^^^irLlsard 
Whipfe  ^ita^k'  ^ttf  r:;L  2iR-(j)^^i|i^o 
\\|hok|  St^lTCi^;|T|a^s|o|dJr 
vy^o^i  Jragslqtader;  p 

shredders;  (2)  Huval  Drain  Openers; 
Northwestern  tiller.  Call  337-945- 
7474. 
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John  Deere  7720  Combine  with  a  22'  Flex  Header,  Field  Ready,  cuts  four  cane  rows. 
Call  Wilson  at  337-856-4622  or  337-288-4192. 

Orthmann  5-row  Sugarvator,  offbars,  shields  -  $9,000;  RINO  2160  Ditchbank  boom 
mower  -  $3,000;  JD  925  rigid  platform  w/  trailer  &  60  series  adapter  kit  -  $7,500: 
Forrest  City  Hipper  10-36  in.  row  w/  markers  -  $1,500;  1980  Fruehauf  cane  trailer  45' 
x  96"  -  $1,200;  Dempster  fertilizer  spreader  -  $2,000;  JD  8'  pusher  blade  -  $750: 
Adams  K  85  fertilizer  applicator  500  gal.  10  knives  -  $800;  Fertilizer  applicator  10- 
row,  liquid  coulters,  pump  -  $2,000;  Top  Air  500  gal.  saddle  tanks  (2  sets)  fits  800C 
series  -  $750;  and  other  items.  Call  Mark  at  225-978-9976  or  Curt  at  225-718-1812. 


1998  Austoft  Combine  Harvester.   Price  Negotiable.  Call  Gerald  at  985-696-5574  oi 
985-696-6483. 

6  sets  Davis  Direct  Haul  Billet  Carts  -  $13,000  per  set.  Call  Danny  at  337-789-1622  or 
Cory  at  337-256-3627. 


Cameco  CH  2500  Combine;  7400  4x4  John  Deere;  7410  4x4  John  Deere.   All  Field 
Ready  Call  Acosta  Bros,  at  985-859-5598  or  281-702-6054. 
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The  mission  of  the  American  Sugar  Cane  League  is  to  sustain  success  through  effective 
research,  positive  legislation,  public  relations/promotion,  and  education. 
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Up  Front 
With  The  League 

by  Jim  Simon 


DC  Visits 

Railroad  Crossing  Closures 

Pepsi/  Mountain  Dew  Throwback 


Frequent  flyer  miles  are  accumulating 
rapidly  as  me,  League  President  Greg 
Nolan  and  National  Legislative 
Committee  Chairman  Wallace  Ellender  have 
logged  substantial  travel  time  over  the  last 
45  days.  If  this  keeps  up  travel  to  the 
northeastern  U.S.  will  become  part  of  my 
weekly  routine.  As  raw  sugar  prices  have 
rebounded  nicely  over  this  same  period 
some  have  suggested  that  the  three  of  us  take 
up  residency  in  Washington. 

In  most  every  meeting  the  primary  issues 
that  we  are  dealing  with  all  center  on 
NAFTA  and  the  flood  of  Mexican  raw  sugar 
imports.  You  will  recall  that  unrestricted 
sugar  trade  with  Mexico  became  a  reality 
on  January  1,  2008.  This  new  era  of 
managing  supply  in  a  combined  U.S./ 
Mexican  market  is  proving  to  be  quite  a 
challenge  to  our  friends  at  USDA.  In  order 
to  effectively  manage  such  a  program  it  is 
crucial  that  the  administrators  have  accurate, 
timely,  predictable  and  reliable  information 


on  production,  inventories,  imports  and 
exports  from  all  sources  within  the 
combined  markets. 

The  League,  working  with  the  other 
domestic  sugar  producers  and  trade  advisors 
continue  to  monitor  sugar  trade  between  the 
U.S.  and  Mexico.  There  are  obvious 
problems  with  NAFTA  and  we  are  diligently 
looking  for  ways  to  address  these  areas  of 
concern. 

Railroad  Crossing  Closures 

At  its  April  8th  meeting,  the  Louisiana 
Public  Service  Commission  voted 
unanimously  to  accept  a  legislative  statute 
requiring  railroad  companies  to  hold  public 
hearings  before  closing  private  railroad 
grade  crossings.  Our  State  Legislative 
Committee  Chairman  Pete  Dufresne  and 
League  Board  member  Jim  Harper  testified 
on  our  behalf.  Both  did  excellent  jobs  of 
offering  compelling  testimony  of  their 
personal  experiences  with  railroads  and 


closed  crossings  on  their  farms.  The  PSC 
must  now  set  procedures  in  place  for  calling 
and  holding  these  hearings.  This  issue  is 
not  completely  settled  though,  as  some  feel 
that  the  railroads  will  challenge  the 
constitutionality  of  such  hearings. 

In  keeping  with  this  effort,  we  will  be 
working  with  other  interested  parties  to  see 
how  we  may  be  able  to  use  these  hearings 
to  force  the  railroads  to  reestablish  closed 
crossings.  This  may  take  additional 
legislative  action. 

Pepsi/  Mountain  Dew  Throwback 

As  reported  earlier,  Pepsi  will  be  test 
marketing  a  return  to  sugar  sweetened 
products  that  will  be  called  "Pepsi 
Throwback"  and  "Mountain  Dew 
Throwback."  The  "Throwback"  references 
a  return  to  the  original  sugar  sweetened 
formulas  in  place  of  the  high  fructose  corn 
syrup  which  is  currently  used  in  the 


products.    It  was  originally  thought  thaU 
market  testing  would  be  limited  to  majorj! 
metropolitan  areas  of  the  Northeast.  I  havej 
done  some  checking,  and  it  is  now  myf 
understanding  that  these  two  products  will  J 
be  available  in  most  Louisiana  communities. 
We  will  keep  abreast  of  this  substantial 
opportunity  and  let  you  know  if,  and  when, ! 
it  is  available  in  our  area.  Do  your  part  and 
ask  you  grocery  to  stock  these  products. 


HEARNE 

PLANTER  VALVES 

FOR  INFO  CALL 
DAVID  HEARNE 

337-942-8180 


Your  Numbers  Are  Important  To  Us 

Sugarcane  farmers  manage  large  amounts  of  money  -  some  years  with  minimal 

return  on  investment.  Our  staff  at  First  South  Farm  Credit,  ACA  is  knowledgeable, 

qualified  and  experienced  in  dealing  with  your  numbers.  We  see  them  everyday.  We 

hope  that  our  financial  assistance  results  in  maximum  returns  -  and  that's  a  number 

that's  important  to  YOU! 


*&&, 


Kenneth  Guillory 

New  Iberia 
(337)364-0217 


First  South 
Farm  Credit,  ACA 

A 

Agricultural  Lender 
Give  us  a  call! 


Dean  Martin 

Thibodaux 
(985)  446-9450 


New  Crop  Insurance  Options  for  LA  Sugarcane  Farmers 

by  Robert  Cerda 

President 

Crop  Insurance  Systems 


Background 

In  2006,  the  American  Sugar  Cane  League  (ASCL)  and  the  Louisiana  Farm  Bureau 
Federation  began  seeking  ways  to  improve  the  crop  insurance  program  for  sugarcane  in 
Louisiana.  Both  organizations  contracted  with  Crop  Insurance  Systems  to  develop  a  more 
affordable  insurance  program.  In  December  of  2006,  a  proposal  for  a  new  sugarcane  group 
risk  plan  of  insurance  was  submitted  to  the  Federal  Crop  Insurance  Corporation  (FCIC)  for 
approval.  The  FCIC  approved  the  program  in  September  2007. 

The  objectives  of  the  ASCL  and  the  Farm  Bureau  were  to  increase  the  amount  of  insurance 
sugarcane  growers  could  purchase  and  make  that  insurance  affordable.  The  Group  Risk 
Plan  of  Insurance  (GRP)  met  both  those  objectives.  During  the  analysis  of  the  sugarcane 
APH  program,  Crop  Insurance  Systems  discovered  what  seemed  excessive  charges  for  the 
insurance.  ASCL  and  the  Farm  Bureau  suggested  to  RMA  that  premiums  be  reduced.  In 
lune  of  2007,  the  Risk  Management  Agency  reduced  insurance  premiums  by  an  average  of 
46%  in  Louisiana.  In  some  parishes,  premium  rates  were  reduced  by  as  much  as  70%. 

General  information 

The  Group  Risk  Plan  of  Insurance  (GRP)  is  considerably  different  than  traditional  APH 
crop  insurance.  APH  provides  protection  against  yield  losses  at  the  farm  or  even  the  unit 
level.  APH  requires  extensive  record  keeping  and  the  policyholder  must  substantiate  any 
claimed  loss. 

With  GRP,  farmers  don't  need  to  provide  their  actual  production  history  and  adjusters 
don't  certify  crop  damage.  GRP  protects  policyholders  against  widespread  crop  failure  in 
their  area.  The  GRP  policyholder  actually  insures  an  area  average  yield  rather  than  their 
individual  farm  yield.  The  area  may  be  a  parish  or  even  a  group  of  parishes  when  the 
planted  acreage  of  sugarcane  in  a  particular  parish  does  not  meet  minimum  acreage 
requirements. 

GRP  programs  are  built  on  the  notion  that  the  weather  patterns  affecting  farm  yields 
generally  influence  crop  yields  over  large  areas.  If  the  average  yield  for  the  area  insured 
falls  below  the  payment  level  the  policyholder  selects,  the  policyholder  will  receive  an 
insurance  payment  regardless  of  their  individual  yield.  On  the  other  hand,  a  policyholder 
may  have  lower  than  normal  farm  yields  and  if  the  parish  or  area  yield  is  high  enough  the 
policyholder  may  not  receive  an  insurance  payment.  GRP  does  provide  reasonably  good 
protection  against  yield  losses  that  cannot  be  managed  and  the  insurable  crop  guarantees 
are  much  higher  than  APH. 


The  amount  of  insurance 

Crop  Insurance  Systems,  Inc.  uses  data  from  National  Agricultural  Statistics  Service 
(NASS)  and  the  Farm  Service  Administration  to  provide  both  the  long-term  yield  history  of 
each  parish  and  projected  parish  production  for  the  coming  crop  year.  The  projected  yield 
is  called  the  expected  yield.  The  expected  parish  production  per  acre  is  multiplied  by  the 
projected  price  for  sugar  for  the  coming  year.  This  amount  is  then  multiplied  by  1.5  to  set 
the  maximum  protection  per  acre  a  policyholder  may  purchase.  You  may  select  100%  of 
this  amount  or  a  percentage  less  than  100%. 

Your  insurance  coverage  is  equal  to  the  maximum  protection  per  acre  times  the  percentage 
you  select  times  the  number  of  acres  you  plant.  As  always,  this  is  adjusted  to  reflect  your 
interest  (share)  in  the  crop.  The  result  is  known  as  your  policy  protection. 


Indemnity  payments 

You  may  also  choose  a  policy  with  a  coverage  level  of  90%,  85%,  80%,  75%  or  70%  of 
the  expected  yield.  Whichever  coverage  level  you  select,  that  coverage  level  is  multiplied 
by  the  expected  yield.  The  result  is  called  the  trigger  yield.  The  actual  area  yield  for  your 
area  is  called  the  payment  yield.  Your  policy  will  begin  paying  an  indemnity  whenever  the 
payment  yield  is  below  the  trigger  yield  you  selected. 

The  amount  of  the  indemnity  is  determined  by  subtracting  the  payment  yield  from  the 
trigger  yield  and  dividing  that  by  the  trigger  yield.  This  is  a  percentage  that  you  multiply 
by  your  policy  protection  and  that  equals  your  indemnity. 


Important  dates 

Just  like  APH,  GRP  must  be  purchased 
by  the  sales  closing  date,  September  30. 

Acreage  reports  are  due  the  following 
July  15. 

Your  premium  will  be  billed  on  January 
1,15  months  after  the  sales  closing  date. 

GRP  indemnities  will  be  paid  by  August 
31  following  the  crop  year. 


Crop 

Production 

Services 


Thibodaux,  LA 
(985)  447-4081 


New  Roads,  LA 
(225)  638-6343 


Rodney's  Welding  Seru/Ce 

Fabricating  and  Repairing  Sugarcane  Equipment 


780  East  Main  St.,  Lockport,  LA 
Shop:   985-532-5746  Cell:   985-209-1192 


Sweet  crop. 


Sweet  financing. 

Growing  and  milling  sugarcane  is  a  specialized  business.  That's  why  you  need  a  financial 
partner  who  understands  the  sugar  industry.  One  who  offers  wise  lending  built  on  years 
of  experience  in  the  field. 

For  more  than  80  years,  we've  been  helping  sugarcane  growers  just  like  you,  whether  it'5 
to  purchase  or  refinance  cane  property,  finance  capital  equipment  or  build  or  improve 
facilities. 

For  a  financial  partner  who  works  as  hard  as  you  do,  call  the  folks  at  the  Louisiana  Land 
Bank.  We'll  help  you  finance  a  sweet  deal. 


I 
LAND  BANK 

JL™0  /  /■04,O~l-rf/\TN  \j  Call  now  for  information,  or  to  apply 

for  a  loan  to  buy,  build,  improve  or  refinance.  You  can  also  visit  us  at       y^ 

www.  louisianalandbank.  com .  as 


A  View  From  The  Top 


The  new  2009  Austoft  8800  harvester!  The  heart  of  the 

7700  but  with  class  leading  enhancements  in 

harvesting  capacity  and  operator  comfort. 


Electronic  automatic  cutter  height  and  cruise  control 

Data  Logger  which  measures: 

Area  harvested,  time  harvesting,  time  waiting,  fuel 
Consumption,  engine  parameters,  base  cutter  pressure, 
Hydraulic  oil  temp,  etc.  Measurements  are  downloadable 
To  a  USB  memory  stick  for  transfer  to  your  PC. 

Right  hand  console  with  multi-function  handle. 

Left  hand  steer  and  cruise  control.  £|0!& 

Wide  combine  cab  with  standard  training  seat.^i  Jktfr" 
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AGRICULTURE 


BROUSSARD 

CANE  EQUIPMENT 
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Washington  Update 

By  Jack  Pettus 
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Miller  Time  -  Sugar  Regulations  Announced  -  No  TRQ  Action 

EPA  Seeks  "Stay"  on  Enforcement  of  CWA  pesticides  ruling 

Climate  Change/Energy  Legislation  Moving 

USDA  WASDE  April  Report  on  US  Sugar  Supply  and  Use 


In  the  same  week  that  Jim  Miller  was 
installed  as  Undersecretary  for  Farm  and 
Foreign  Agriculture  Services,  the 
Department  released  the  sugar  regulations 
needed  to  implement  the  2008  farm  bill 
provisions.  In  addition  to  the  basic  loan  and 
allotment  provisions  that  are  vital  to  all  US 
sugar  producers,  these  regulations  will  allow 
the  Department  to  implement  Louisiana 
specific  changes  involving  base  transfers  and 
new  delivery  options  for  growers.  Mr.  Miller 
was  vital  to  the  process  of  developing  the 
2008  farm  bill  and  we  look  forward  to 
working  with  Secretary  Miller  to  implement 
all  of  the  tools  that  Congress  provided  the 
Undersecretary  in  operating  the  program.  To 
that  end,  we  will  continue  to  prod  the 
Department  to  implement  the  flexible 
feedstock  program  as  soon  as  possible. 

Beyond  these  vital  domestic  policy  issues, 
Miller's  extensive  background  in  agricultural 
trade  policy  and  his  firsthand  experience  in 
cross-border  trade  issues  will  be  invaluable 
additions  to  the  new  Administration  as  it 


tackles  questions  about  the  future  of  pending 
trade  agreements,  ongoing  WTO 
negotiations  and  a  number  of  US-Mexican 
trade  issues.  While  there  are  many 
simmering  disputes  within  the  agricultural 
sphere  of  cross-border  trade,  and  some 
festering  ones,  sugar  producers  in  both 
countries  may  prove  to  be  the  exceptional 
case  where  an  initial  dispute  is  evolving 
toward  a  consensus  on  ways  to  improve  the 
functioning  of  the  hemispheric  sugar  market. 
Users  continue  to  clamor  for  raising  the 
TRQ,  but  USDA's  latest  supply/demand 
estimates  help  to  clarify  the  price-related  tint 
of  their  arguments.  The  stocks/use  ratio  has 
nearly  tripled  in  seven  months,  without  any 
additional  quota  imports.  The  price-related 
pain  in  raw  sugar  country  and  the  higher 
ending  stocks  estimates  for  both  countries 
clearly  signal  that  the  market  is  more  than 
adequately  supplied.  Had  USDA  reacted  to 
the  users'  call  for  an  additional  one  million 
tons  of  quota  sugar,  the  current  stocks/use 
ratio  would  be  around  21%. 


EPA  Seeks  "Stay"  on  Enforcement  of 
CWA  pesticides  ruling 

Leaders  of  the  House  and  Senate 
Agriculture  Committees,  reacting  to 
concerns  expressed  by  growers  around  the 
country,  joined  Secretary  Vilsack  in  urging 
EPA  to  seek  judicial  review  of  the  recent 
circuit  court  ruling  involving  Clean  Water 
Act  and  pesticides  applications.  EPA,  after 
initially  indicating  that  it  would  request  such 
a  review,  opted  instead  to  seek  a  2-year  stay 
on  enforcement  of  the  new  requirements  set 
down  by  the  court.  We  will  continue  to  work 
with  the  large  coalition  of  concerned 
pesticides  users  and  applicators. 

Climate  Change/Energy  Legislation 
Moving 

The  House  is  preparing  to  pass  an  energy/ 
climate  change  bill  as  early  at  Memorial  Day 
that  could  have  huge  implications  for  our 
growers  and  processors  in  terms  of  higher 
input  costs  and  possible  new  revenue 
sources.  While  the  Senate  is  attempting  to 
move  energy  legislation  in  a  piecemeal 
fashion,  this  slower  approach,  this  is  not  a 
sign  of  resistance  to  action  and  the  latest 
statements  from  the  Senate  leadership 
indicate  that  a  kitchen-sink  approach  may  be 
in  the  offing.  I  will  be  reporting  on  various 
components  of  the  legislation  as  it  emerges 
over  the  coming  months. 

One  component  of  the  Waxman  draft 
legislation,  named  for  the  new  Chairman  of 
the  House  Energy  and  Commerce 
Committee,  is  a  renewable  electricity 
standard,  which  requires  an  electricity 
provider  to  derive  a  specific  percentage  of 
his  electricity  from  a  renewable  source  - 
solar,  wind,  biomass,  etc.  Failure  to  reach 
the  standard  could  result  in  heavy  penalties 
to  the  provider,  penalties  that  could  make 
electricity  costs  rise,  though  there  are  efforts 
to  craft  the  bill  in  a  way  that  shields 
consumers  from  paying  higher  rates.  Since 


renewable  sources  of  electricity  are  not 
uniformly  distributed  throughout  the  US, 
some  providers  will  have  more  and  cheaper 
alternatives  while  others  may  have  few. 

As  necessity  is  the  mother  of  invention,  a 
high  renewable  electricity  standard  may 
force  people  to  take  a  fresh  look  at  the 
viability  of  producing  solar-powered 
electricity  on  some  of  the  old  oil  structures 
off  the  Louisiana  coast.  It  may  also 
encourage  a  fresh  look  at  the  renewable 
energy  potential  of  bagasse.  While  there  are 
significant  hurdles  to  becoming  a  reliable 
supplier  to  the  energy  grid,  unmet  demand 
for  renewable  electricity  sources  could  bring 
new  partners  to  the  search  for  additional 
sources  of  biomass  with  which  to  generate 
electricity  throughout  the  year. 

USD  A  WASDE  April  Report  on  US  Sugar 
Supply  and  Use 

The  USDA  made  significant  changes  to 
US  and  Mexican  supply  estimates  when  it 
released  its  April  World  Agricultural  Supply 
and  Demand  Estimates  (WASDE)  report  for 
sugar  supply  and  use.  USDA's  2008/09 
beginning  stocks  were  unchanged  and 
production  was  reduced  1,000  tons  (raw 
value)  to  7,629,000  tons,  with  beet 
production  rising  to  4,260,000  tons  from 
4,200,000  tons  and  cane  falling  61,000  to 
3,369,000  tons.  Louisiana  production  was 
unchanged  at  1425,000  tons,  while  Florida 
and  Texas  fell  45,000  and  16,000, 
respectively.  Imports  were  increased  to 
2,806,000  tons  from  2,53 1 ,000  tons  as  USDA 
increased  Mexican  exports  to  the  US  by 
320,000  tons  and  reduced  reexports  by 
45,000  tons.  As  a  result,  total  supply  was 
increased  by  274,000  tons  to  12,095,000 
tons.  Exports  were  unchanged  at  130,000 
tons  and  deliveries  were  lowered  25,000  tons 
to  10,675,000  tons,  resulting  in  total  use 
falling  35,000  tons  to  10,805,000  tons. 
Ending  stocks  are  increased  to  1,209,000, 


which  pushed  the  stocks  to  use  ratio  to  11.9 
percent  from  9  percent  last  month. 

USDA  also  dramatically  altered  its 
Mexican  projections.  By  decreasing 
estimates  of  Mexican  domestic  use  in  2007/ 
08,  beginning  stocks  for  the  current 
marketing  year  were  increased  by  227,000 
tons.  Imports  were  increased  by  285,000 
tons  (to  400,000  tons)  and  exports  were 


increased  by  290,000  tons  (to  9 10,000  tons), 
resulting  in  a  222,000  ton  increase  in  ending 
stocks  to  1,175,000  tons.  It  is  worth  noting 
the  balance  between  the  additional  imports 
and  the  additional  exports  to  the  US, 
indicating  that  Mexico  is  now  oversupplying 
the  US  market  and  back-filling  their  own 
market  with  imports. 
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PRO  AG 


PRODUCERS  Ag  FINANCE,  Inc. 

2595  Hwy  1  Thibodaux,  LA  70301 
985-526-0500         985-526-0505  Fax 

cd.proag@charterinternef.cofn 


Committed  to  Customer  Success 


Lines  of  Credit  Agribusiness  Loans 

Real  Estate  Loans        Equipment  Loans 
Refinance  /  Restructure 

Apply  by  phone,  fax  or  email 
Contact  Craig  DeGravelle 


Kleentek® 


Louisiana 


"WHEN  QUALITY  REALLY  COUNTS" 


To  Place  an  Order  Call  337-364-2216 
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AUSTOFT  8800 

THE  MOST  ADVANCED  SUGAR  HARVESTER 
EVER  BUILT.  COME  SEE  THE  DIFFERENCE 


ALL  NEW  8800  SERIES  AUSTOFT 


AGRICULTURE 


Lemann's 


THE  ONLY  FULL  LINE  CASE  IH-AUSTOFT  DEALER 

IN  LOUISIANA-FROM  START  TO  FINISH  WE  CAN 

SATISFY  ALL  YOUR  EQUIPMENT  NEEDS.   SERVING 

THE  SUGAR  BELT  SINCE  1836 

225-473-7927 
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On  The  Farm 

By  Windell  Jackson 
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Crop  Report 

Dedicated  Research  Funding  Committee  Report 

Upcoming  Field  Days 


A  s  the  stands  in  fields  of  older  stubble 
/\  start  to  emerge,  most  are  showing 
X  Agood  potential  and  should  help  make 
up  for  losses  of  plant  cane  acreage.  Most  of 
the  industry  was  anxious  in  early  April  as 
the  local  TV  stations'  weathermen  called  for 
overnight  low  temperatures  to  fall  below 
freezing  for  most  of  the  northern  cane  belt. 
Additionally,  they  were  calling  for 
temperatures  right  at  or  a  degree  or  two 
above  freezing  for  the  entire  sugar  industry. 
Luckily,  the  winds  did  not  settle  and  the  cold 
front  lost  much  of  its  push,  resulting  in 
temperatures  staying  above  freezing.  Even 
though  most  areas  did  not  dip  below 
freezing,  there  were  a  couple  of  reports  of 
very  light  frost  on  rooftops  and  in  very  few 
fields;  puddling  in  the  lower  spots  was 
observed.  As  we  are  all  aware,  even  a 
minimum  freeze  at  this  time  of  the  year  could 
cause  major  problems  to  both  fields  of  plant 
cane  and  older  stubble  especially  when  the 
crop  is  off  to  a  slow  start. 

With  the  night  temperature  still  dipping 
below  60°,  it  is  easy  to  pick  out  fields  of  L 
99-226;  just  look  for  the  purple.  Plant  cane 
stands   of  L   99-226   have   improved 


somewhat,  but  for  many  growers  the  new 
variety  does  not  exhibit  the  vigor  they  have 
come  to  expect  from  new  releases.  While 
on  the  secondary  stations,  L  99-226  was 
somewhat  tardy  with  its  flash.  Early  season 
stands  of  L  99-226  were  generally  shorter, 
did  not  provide  much  shade,  and  appeared 
not  to  have  a  good  yield  potential  when 
compared  to  other  varieties.  However,  in 
early  June  L  99-226  takes  on  a  growth  spurt, 
starts  to  fill  out,  and  grows  very  rapidly 
producing  good  yields  of  sugar  per  acre  in 
the  end.  I  mentioned  this  in  an  effort  to 
encourage  growers  not  to  back  away  too  early 
from  this  potentially  high  yielding  variety. 
Yes,  it  has  problems,  but  so  did  LCP  85-384. 
HoCP  96-540  is  expected  to  reach  about 
60%  of  this  year's  crop  acreage.  Previously, 
HoCP96-540  has  shown  moderate 
susceptibility  to  brown  rust,  as  did  LCP  85- 
384  during  its  early  years  of  release  and 
expansion.  As  LCP  85-384  occupied  more 
of  the  state's  acreage  the  more  severe  rust 
became  in  the  variety;  finally,  to  the  point 
that  its  yields  could  no  longer  support  the 
industry's  production  costs.  LCP  85-384  is 
one  of  the  parents  of  HoCP  96-540.  As  the 
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acreage  of  540  builds,  it  could  follow  in  LCP 
85-384's  footsteps.  We,  the  industry,  need 
to  keep  a  diverse  variety  picture  and  not  get 
into  the  same  pattern  that  we  got  into  with 
LCP  85-384. 

Because  of  unfavorable  field  and  weather 
conditions,  the  application  of  Asulox  has 
been  delayed  and  johnsongrass  has  gotten  a 
headstart  on  cane  in  numerous  fields. 
Growers  are  reminded  that  the  best  dollar 
return  from  the  application  of  Asulox  is  in 
plant  cane  and  first  stubble  fields,  therefore 
most  of  the  effort  to  control  this  pest  should 
be  in  plant  cane  and  first  stubble. 

Night  temperatures  have  remained 
somewhat  below  seasonal  average  through 


mid  April.  Growth/height  measurement  for 
HoCP  96-540  for  both  the  Iberia  and  Houma 
stations  are  below  average  for  this  time  of 
the  year.  If  a  comparison  of  the  average 
measurement  taken  on  April  15,  2009  in 
plant  cane  HoCP  96-540  at  the  Houma 
Station  is  made  to  the  previous  five-year 
average,  it  is  1 .5  inches  less  than,  while  first 
stubble  height  is  equal  to  the  average.  After 
taking  time  to  write  all  of  the  preceding: 
height  at  this  time  of  year  means  little  as  is 
shown  in  the  table  below.  Population  and 
good  soil  moisture  during  the  summer 
growth  months  are  the  keys  to  a  high 
tonnage  crop. 


Average  height  on  4/15/09  for  HoCP  96-450  at  the  USDA  Ardoyne  Farm,  Houma,  LA 


Year 

Plant  Cane 

First  Stubble 

State  A 

2009 

4.0 

5.2 

— 

2008 

6.4 

4.1 

32.9 

2007 

3.8 

4.7 

34.8 

2006 

7.6 

5.3 

31.3 

2005 

4.6 

6.0 

26.0 

2004 

5.0 

5.0 

27.0 

Dedicated  Research  Funding 
Committee  Report 

The  Dedicated  Research  Funding 
Committee  held  its  meeting  on  March  4  and 
5,  2009.  This  year's  chairman,  Mr.  Mike 
Comb,  would  like  to  take  the  opportunity 
to  thank  all  of  the  committee  members  for 
their  service  to  the  industry  and  to  thank  the 
researchers  for  their  dedication  and  interest. 
This  year  there  was  a  total  of  47  projects 
requesting  about  $1,030,000.    Of  the  47 


Crop  Improvement 


research  requests,  the  committee  could 
unfortunately  only  fund  about  31  projects. 
The  total  funding  by  the  Committee  for  the 
31  projects  was  about  $501,000. 

This  year,  as  in  previous  years,  requests 
were  broken  up  into  four  major  categories 
with  several  subcategories  for  each  of  the 
major  categories  (see  table  below).  The 
largest  percentage,  about  45%,  of  this  year's 
funding  went  toward  breeding  and  varietal 
improvement. 


$  Funded 


A.  Biotechnology 

B.  Breeding/Conventional 

C.  Breeding/Molecular 

D.  Physiology   


# 
2 
8 
2 
1 


Total  Funded  for  Category 


$223,052       13 
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Crop  Production 


A.  Cultural  Practices  &  Ripening 

B.  Economics 

C.  Precision  AG 


Total  Funded  for  Category 


$  Funded       # 

1 
1 

2 


$83,450 


Crop  Protection 


A.  Entomology 

B.  Plant  Pathology 

C.  Weed  Control 


Total  Funded  for  Category 


$  Funded 


$73,500        6 


Processing 


$  Funded 


A.  Alternative  Products 

B.  Cane  and  Juice  Quality 

C.  Factory  Processes  and  Losses 


Total  Funded  for  Category 


$120,950       8 


All  of  the  researchers  are  always  eager  to 
share  any  information  that  they  may  have 
and  are  willing  to  listen  to  suggestions  for 
needed  researchable  problems.  Additionally 
the  doors  at  all  of  the  research  facilities  are 
always  open  to  members  of  the  industry  and 
you  are  urged  to  visit.  Furthermore,  all 
members  of  the  industry  are  encouraged  to 
attend  sugarcane  field  days  where  they  can 
see  actual  demonstrations  of  researchers' 
projects  and  results. 

Upcoming  Field  Days 

Mr.  Barton  Joffrion  and  Mr.  Rick  Louque 
request  that  the  industry  be  reminded  of  the 
upcoming  Terrebonne  Parish  Field  Day. 
This  field  day  has  been  renamed  and  is  now 
listed  as  the  USDA-LSU  Ag  Center 
Sugarcane  Field  Day.  The  Field  Day 
Committee  has  put  together  a  very  good 
program  for  this  year  and  urge  you  to  attend 
if  possible.  The  particulars  for  the  field  day 
are  listed  below. 

USDA-LSU  Ag  Center  Sugarcane  Field  Day 
USDA-ARS  Ardoyne  Research  Farm 
501  Bull  Run  Road 
Schriever,  LA  70395 


Date:  June  5,  2009 

Registration  begins  at  8:00  a.m. 
Field  tour  begins  at  9:00  a.m. 
Field  Topics: 

•  Standard  and  Variable  Rate  Nitrogen 
Application  SIMPLIFIED:  Dr.  Rich 
Johnson  and  Mr.  Danny  Naquin 

•  Varietal  Response  to  Planting  and 
Harvest  Dates:  Dr.  Ryan  Viator 

•  Varietal  Identification:  Edwis  Dufrene 

•  Bermudagrass  Control:  Dr.  Caleb  Dalley 

•  Growing  Complimentary  Sugar  Crops: 
Drs.  Tom  Tew  and  Ed  Richard 

•  Orange  Rust  and  the  Mexican  Rice 
Borer:  New  Pests  at  Our  Doorstep:  Drs. 
Mike  Grisham  and  Bill  White 

•  Cold  Tolerance  -  A  Peak  Into  Our  Future 
Varieties:  Dr.  Anna  Hale 

Poster  Displays: 

•  Genetic  Markers  and  Their  Utility  in 
Sugarcane  Breeding  -  Dr.  Yong-Bao  Pan 

Inside  Program: 

•  Minimizing  Animal  Damage  in  Our  Crop 

-  Speaker  TB  A 

•  Sugar:  There  May  Be  Some  Good  News 

-  Speaker  TB  A 
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Need  to  grow  your 
farming  business? 

Consider  an  agricultural  loan 
from  Capital  One. 


Capital  One  has  a  variety  of  flexible,  affordable,  and  convenient 
agricultural  loans  to  suit  your  business  needs. 

•  Equipment  loans  •  Farm  real  estate  loans 

•  Production  loans  •  Recreational  real  estate  loans 

We  are  also  experienced  in  financing  for  a  broad  range  of  facilities 


CapitalQne 


including: 

•  Cotton  gins 

•  Sugar  mills 

•  Warehouses 


•  Suppliers 

•  Equipment  companies 


To  learn  more  about  Capital  One's  agricultural  loans  and  what  we  can  do  for  your 
business,  stop  by  your  nearest  Capital  One  branch,  call  1-888-855-2265, 
or  click  www.  capitalonebank.com 


fll|    Normal  credit  qualifications  apply. 

lender    ©2007  Capital  One  Services,  Inc.  Capital  One  is  a  federally-registered  trademark.  All  rights  reserved. 


Military  Axles 

Made  in  USA 


Complete  with  breaks, 
hubs,  s-cams,  &  drums 

Will  mount  on 
18- Wheel  trailers 


Managed  by: 
Grace  and  Maggie 


Hex 


We       have       tires       too.. 


GAM  Tire  Co.,  Inc. 
337-319-0574  or  337-276-6200 
Jeanerette,  LA  70544 
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Growing  Your 
Bottom  Line 

By  Michael  Salassi,  PhD. 
LSU  AgCenter 


\ 

'"      Mr      .  f«>. 


Louisiana  Farm  and  Agri-Business  Recovery  Program 


Last  fall,  Congress  passed  the 
Consolidated  Security,  Disaster 
Assistance,  and  Continuing 
Appropriations  Act,  2009.  Although  this  bill 
was  primarily  a  continuing  resolution, 
providing  budgetary  authority  for  federal 
agencies  until  regular  appropriations  acts 
were  enacted,  it  also  included  some 
additional  funding  programs.  One  of  these 
additional  programs  was  to  provide  funds 
for  hurricane  and  disaster  assistance  for 
areas  affected  by  hurricanes,  floods  and 
other  natural  disasters  occurring  during 
2008. 

On  November  28,  2009,  the  federal 
government  made  an  initial  one-third 
allocation  of  disaster  assistance  funds  to 
Louisiana  under  this  program  in  the  amount 
of  $438  million,  with  the  remainder  of  funds 
to  be  allocated  at  a  later  date.  The  primary 
goal  of  this  program  is  to  provide  funds  to 
assist  the  state's  recovery  from  hurricanes 
Gustav  and  Ike.  The  state  of  Louisiana, 
through  the  Louisiana  Recovery  Authority, 
has  developed  a  plan  for  the  use  of  these 
funds.  Following  a  public  comment  period, 
the  state's  plan  will  be  forwarded  to  the 
Legislature  for  approval. 

Under  the  state's  plan,  over  70%  of  the 
funds  will  be  directed  to  the  most  impacted 


parishes  based  on  their  level  of  damage. 
These  parish  funds  will  be  used  for  housing 
rehabilitation,  disaster  recovery  and 
prevention,  economic  recovery,  hurricane 
protection,  coastal  restoration  and 
infrastructure  repair  and  improvements. 

Disaster  assistance  funds  targeted  to  assist 
Louisiana  agriculture  is  $30  million  in  the 
initial  allocations,  with  an  estimated  $24.7 
million  to  be  allocated  later.  These  funds 
will  be  allocated  to  three  programs:  (1)  The 
Louisiana  Farm  Recovery  Loan  and  Grant 
Program;  (2)  The  Louisiana  Agri-business 
Recovery  Loan  Assistance  Program;  and  (3) 
The  Louisiana  Critical  Farm  Infrastructure 
Grant  Program.  These  funding  programs 
will  be  administered  by  the  Louisiana 
Department  of  Agriculture  and  Forestry. 

The  Louisiana  Farm  Recovery  Loan  and 
Grant  Program  has  an  initial  allocation  of 
$15  million,  with  an  estimated  second  later 
allocation  of  $17.3  million.  These  funds  will 
be  available  to  farms  impacted  by  the 
hurricanes  and  will  be  awarded  in  80%  loan 
and  20%  grant  packages.  Preliminary 
guidelines  for  the  program  indicate  that 
farmers  may  use  the  proceeds  from  the  loan/ 
grant  program  to  pay  off  existing  crop 
production  loans  as  long  as  those  pre- 
existing loans  were  originated  in  order  to 
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initiate  production  that  was  damaged  or 
destroyed  by  the  2008  storms. 

The  maximum  loan/grant  amount  under 
the  Farm  Recovery  Program  is  $100,000  per 
farmer.  Of  the  funds  received,  80%  will  be 
in  the  form  of  a  loan  at  an  interest  rate  of 
1.5%  for  five  years.  The  grant  portion  of  the 
funds  will  be  20%  of  the  principal,  discounted 
without  interest  upon  repayment  of  the  loan 
portion. 

To  be  eligible  for  funding,  producers  must: 
(1)  have  been  in  operation  during  the  2008 
growing  season;  (2)  have  received  farm 
revenue  in  2007  of  at  least  $25,000;  and  (3) 
have  suffered  at  least  $10,000  in  losses, 
damages,  displacement  or  substantial  farming 
operation  interruption  as  a  direct  result  of 
either  or  both  hurricanes. 

A  similar  type  program  is  available  for 
agribusinesses  in  Louisiana  impacted  by  the 
hurricanes.  Total  funds  of  $10  million  are 
anticipated  to  be  available  under  the 
Louisiana  Agri-business  Recovery  Loan 
Assistance  Program.  The  program  will 
provide  loan  funds  of  up  to  $250,000  per 
entity  for  7  to  10  years  at  1.5%  interest. 

To  be  eligible  for  funding,  agribusinesses 
must:  (1)  be  registered  as  a  legal  entity 
domiciled  in  Louisiana;  (2)  show  2007  gross 
revenue  of  at  least  $25,000;  and  (3)  be  able 
to  demonstrate  2008  storm  related  impacts, 
either  as  direct  losses,  physical  damage, 
displacement  or  substantial  business 
interruptions  of  at  least  $10,000. 


The  final  portion  of  this  recovery 
program  is  the  Louisiana  Critical  Farm 
Infrastructure  Grant  Program.  This  program 
has  been  designated  to  partially  fund,  by  a 
grant  of  $10  million,  the  relocation  and 
construction  of  refrigerated  storage 
warehouses  under  the  jurisdiction  of  the  Port 
of  Orleans. 

At  the  time  of  writing  this  article  (mid- 
April),  the  Louisiana  Department  of 
Agriculture  and  Forestry  (LDAF)  was  still 
in  the  planning  stages  of  how  to  implement 
the  loan  and  grant  recovery  programs  for 
farms  and  agribusinesses.  While  the  final 
details  of  the  program  are  not  yet  complete, 
the  LDAF  projects  that  it  will  begin  to  start 
accepting  applications  for  participation  in 
this  program  within  the  next  few  months. 
Currently,  the  LDAF  is  requesting 
producers  and  agribusinesses  interested  in 
the  program  to  pre-register.  This  pre- 
registration  is  not  a  program  application. 
The  purpose  of  the  pre-registration  is  to 
allow  LDAF  to  identify  those  interested  in 
participating  in  the  program. 

Producers  or  entities  interested  in 
participating  in  these  programs  should 
contact  the  LDAF.  A  copy  of  the  pre- 
registration  form,  along  with  a  brief 
summary  of  the  program,  can  be  found  on 
the  LSU  AgCenter  web  page  under  "Money 
&  Business  /  Farm  and  Business." 
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True  Value  Hardware 


"Serving  South  Louisiana  For  Over  50  Years'9 

•  Fertilizer  •  Chemicals  •  Custom  Blending 
•  Farm  Supplies  •  Purina  Feeds  •  Pet  Supplies 

•  Lake  Country  Feeds  •  Lawn  And  Garden 

P  O  Box  250     32705  Highway  1  South 

White  Castle   LA   70788 

Phone:  (225)545-3616     Fax:  (225)545-8065 


FLYING  SERVICE  AVAILABLE 
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M.  J.  NAQUIN,  INC. 

Farm  Equipment  jg& 

"A  SQUARE  DEAL   OR  NO  DEAL"  [^^ 


"MARK  5" 


Performance  You  Can  Count  On 


new tapered 
Timken  Style  Bearings 
Available 


A  5  Row  Cultivator  that  will  cover  more  acres  in  a  given 

TIME  PERIOD  THAN  A  3  ROW.  THE  FUEL  AND  LABOR  SAVINGS 
COULD  BE  AS  MUCH  AS  $2.00  OR  MORE  PER  ACRE. 


NEW- BUSH  HOG®  DISTRIBUTOR 


NEW  *J  D  SUGARCANE  CALTIVATOR  PARTS  AVAILABLE*  NEW 


%  .p 


205  Arms  Street  Thibodaux,  Louisiana 

985-447-3296  /  985-446-3401  FAX 

email:  mjnaquin@charterinternet.com 
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Offering  a  New  Choice  for 
High-Quality  Seedcane 

SugarTech  seedcane  meets  quality  standards  enforced  by  LDAF 
that  can  help  Improve  your  cane  production.  Planting  certified 
seedcane  is  your  quickest  route  to  healthier,  full-scale  production. 

Our  seedcane  is  continually  checked  for  diseases  and  is 
produced  under  stringent  quality  control  standards  in  highly 
sanitary  conditions. 

Ask  your  Helena  representative  to  explain  the  advantages  of  the 
SugarTech  system.  Then  go  with  a  certified  source  of  seedcane- 
SugarTech! 


Thibodaux       St.  Martinville 
985-446-5881     337-394-3875 


SugarTech 


New  Roads  Bunkie 

225-638-7056    318-346-6651 


IX 
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natura  icious 

always  beats  chemicalicious. 


Real,  oil-natural  sugar.  There  ore  no  other  ingredients  or  chemical  additives 
inside,  ever.  Just  15  little  calories  per  teaspoon,  And  fhals  all  there  is  to  it, 


sweet  by  nature 


www.sugor.or 
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Ourfluids 
make  sugar. 


Fertilizer 


New  Iberia,  LA        (337)  367-8233 


plot*  "^ 

Specializing  in 
Cane  Harvester  Repair 

(337)  276-4746  Hm. 
(337)  523-5785  Cell 
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CORPORATION 


Jrom  the  fieCd  to  t Ft e  factory 


HONIRON  Corporation  is  your  authorized 
JOHN  DEERE  SUGAR  dealer  far  all  of  your 
cane  harvesting  equipment,  parts  and  service 
needs. 


Honiron  vertical  crystallizer  installation 


HONIRON  Corporation 

P.O.  Box  620  ■  Jeanerette,  LA  70544 

Phone  (337)  276-6314  •  Fax  (337)  276-3614 

sales@honiron.com      www.honiron.com 


( Committed  to  ( Customer  Satisfaction 
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1998  Austoft  Combine  Harvester. 
Price  Negotiable.  Call  Gerald  at 
985-696-5574  or  985-696-6483. 

6  sets  Davis  Direct  Haul  Billet  Carts 
-  $13,000  per  set.  Call  Danny  at 
337-789-1622  or  Cory  at  337-256- 
3627. 

Cameco  CH  2500  Combine;  7400 
4x4  John  Deere;  7410  4x4  John 
Deere.  All  Field  Ready  CallAcosta 
Bros,  at  985-859-5598  or  281-702- 
6054. 

1999  Cameco  Harvester,  Mdl  2500. 
$35,000.  Call  Gaston  Gros  at  985- 
688-5167. 

Prentice  21 0B  Loader  with  whole 
stalk  grabs  &  rotobec  swivel  - 
$5,000;  Portable  truck  scales  - 
$3,000.  Call  Byron  Broussard  at 
318-447-0189. 
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(2)  Cameco  Hi-Dump  Wagons;  (3)  Automatic  Hearne  planter  wagons;  Covering  tool; 
(15)  Billet  Hi- way  trailers;  2-Row  Broussard  Whole  Stalk  Cutter;  1-Row  Broussard 
Whole  Stalk  Cutter;  2-Row  Cameco  Whole  Stalk  Cutter;  Transloader  wagon; 
Transloader;  (2)  3-  row  subsoilers;  (3)  J.D.  14ft  3pt  shredders;  (2)  Huval  Drain  Openers; 
Northwestern  tiller.  Call  337-945-7474. 


John  Deere  7720  Combine  with  a  22'  Flex  Header,  Field  Ready,  cuts  four  cane  rows. 
Call  Wilson  at  337-856-4622  or  337-288-4192. 


Orthmann  5-row  Sugarvator,  offbars,  shields  -  $9,000;  RINO  2160  Ditchbank  boom 
mower  -  $3,000;  JD  925  rigid  platform  w/  trailer  &  60  series  adapter  kit  -  $7,500; 
Forrest  City  Hipper  10-36  in.  row  w/  markers  -  $1,500;  1980  Fruehauf  cane  trailer  45' 
x  96"  -  $1,200;  Dempster  fertilizer  spreader  -  $2,000;  JD  81  pusher  blade  -  $750; 
Adams  K  85  fertilizer  applicator  500  gal.  10  knives  -  $800;  Fertilizer  applicator  10- 
row,  liquid  coulters,  pump  -  $2,000;  Top  Air  500  gal.  saddle  tanks  (2  sets)  fits  8000 
series  -  $750;  and  other  items.  Call  Mark  at  225-978-9976  or  Curt  at  225-718-1812. 
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GAR  BULLETIN 


The  mission  of  the  American  Sugar  Cane  League  is  to  sustain  success  through  effective 
research,  positive  legislation,  public  relations/promotion,  and  education. 


American 
)    ^P  Sugar  Cane 
League 

w ...  in,, 


Aakins  Life  Sweeter.  Naturally 


June  2009 
Volume  87,  No.  9 


Announcing  the 

Annual  Contact  Committee  Meeting 

of  the 

American  Sugar  Cane  League 

of  the  U.S.A.,  Inc. 


Wednesday,  June  24,  2009 
9:00  a.m. 

Envie 

203  East  Bayou 

Thibodaux,  Louisiana 
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epresentirtg  Louisiana's 
Sugar  Cane  Growers  and  Process 
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The  Sugar  Bulletin 


The  Official  Bulletin  of  the  American  Sugar  Cane  League  of  the  U.S.A.,  Inc. 


James  H.  Simon/Editor  and  General  Manager 
Windell  R.  Jackson/Senior  Agronomist 
Herman  Waguespack,  Jr./Agronomist 
Nathan  Blackwelder/Agronomist 


John  Constant/Business  Manager 

Nannette  B.  Nickens/Administrative  Assistant 

P.  Ragan  Richard/Legal  Counsel 


Editorial  and  Executive  Office: 


206  East  Bayou  Road 
Thibodaux,  LA  70301 
Phone:  (985)  448-3707 
FAX:    (985)448-3722 
E-mail:  lasugar@amscl.org 


Washington  Representative 
Jack  Pettus  Consulting 
50  F  Street,  NW,  Suite  900 
Washington,  D.C.  20001 
Phone:  (202)879-0807 


Baton  Rouge  Representative 
Spradley  and  Spradley 
P.O.  Box  85125 
Baton  Rouge,  LA  70884 
Phone:(225)766-1359 


Officers  and  Members  of  the  Board  of  Directors  of  the  American  Sugar  Cane  League 


Greg  Nolan,  Thibodaux,  LA 

President 
Wallace  "Dickie"  Ellender,  III,  Bourg,  LA 

Vice-President 
James  H.  Simon,  Thibodaux,  LA 

General  Manager 


Michael  Daigle,  Belle  Rose,  LA 

Secretary 
Michael  Melancon,  Breaux  Bridge,  LA 

Treasurer 
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Up  Front 
With  The  League 

by  Jim  Simon 


O.  ir 


Repetitive  Messaging 


The  past  month  has  provided  the 
National  Legislative  Committee 
Chairman  Wallace  "Dickie" 
Ellender,  Directors  Mike  Daigle  and  Gary 
Gravois,  and  I  the  opportunity  to  meet  and 
visit  with  several  USDA  officials, 
Congressional  leaders,  and  staffers.  Among 
the  USDA  officials  that  afforded  us  time 
were  Deputy  Secretary  Dr.  Kathleen 
Merrigan,  Under-Secretary  Jim  Miller  and 
Deputy  Under-Secretary  Michael  Scuse. 
We  took  advantage  of  this  time  to 
thoroughly  explain  the  industry's  struggles 
relative  to  trade  issues,  price,  insurance, 
domestic  challenges,  disaster  assistance,  and 
a  future  threat-  climate  change  legislation. 
A  new  administration  provides 
uncertainties  of  how  our  sugar  program  will 
be  managed.  However,  we  feel  that 
providing  them  with  good,  hard  data  will 
allow  them  to  make  sound  decisions  that 
should  benefit  our  industry.  After  meeting 
with  these  pivotal  players  in  the  Department, 
we  are  confident  that  they  understand  our 
challenges  and  our  issues.  But  to  be  sure, 
our  opponents  are  pleading  their  case  as 
well.  We  are  certainly  going  to  do  our  part 


to  help  guide  the  administration  in  the  'right' 
direction. 

A  letter  was  recently  hand  delivered  to 
the  Secretary  with  two  purposes:  1)  express 
our  appreciation  for  addressing  several  of 
our  concerns,  2)  reemphasize  several  of  our 
issues.  I  would  like  to  share  some  of  the  key 
parts  of  the  letter  with  you.  Our  message  is 
repetitive,  but  a  repetitive  message  creates 
a  lasting  impression. 

Mr.  Secretary: 

The  sugarcane  growers  and  processors 
of  Louisiana  appreciate  your  leadership 
efforts  these  past  few  months  to  address  our 
concerns  regarding  implementation  of  the 
sugar  and  feedstock  flexibility  programs 
contained  in  the  2008  farm  bill.  Now  that 
the  sugar  regulations  have  been  released, 
we  urge  the  Administration  to  complete  the 
necessary  regulations  to  implement  the 
feedstock  flexibility  program  before  the 
beginning  of  the  next  marketing  year, 
October  1,  2009.  While  we  hope  that 
market  conditions  are  such  that  the 
Department  will  not  need  to  make  the 
program  operational  in  the  coming  year,  we 


strongly  believe  that  your  ability  to  manage 
the  program  will  be  positively  reinforced  by 
having  this  implemented  tool  in  your 
toolbox. 

Market  conditions  have  remained 
depressed  for  raw  sugar  producers.  With 
$365.5  million  in  raw  sugar  loans  from  CCC 
maturing  this  summer,  including  $145 
million  in  loans  held  by  Louisiana 
producers,  we  remain  concerned  that 
deflated  prices  will  force  producers  to  forfeit 
sugar  to  the  Department....  any  decision  to 
increase  supplies  via  imports  will  further 
depress  prices  for  available  stocks,  raising 
the  threat  of  forfeitures,  and  for  new-crop 
sugar  that  Louisiana  will  be  marketing  in 
late  September. 

The  Department  has  made  a  good  start 
in  attempting  to  gather  realistic  information 
regarding  the  ability  of  the  combined  US- 
Mexican  market  to  rationalize  supplies,  but 
we  urge  you  to  build  on  that  start 

On  trade,  much  of  your  attention  is 
rightfully  focused  on  ensuring  that 
multilateral  trade  negotiations  are  reshaped 
to  meet  the  needs  of  American  agriculture, 
including  both  import-sensitive  and  export- 
driven  crops.  America  s  sugar  producers 
have  long  lamented  the  inability  of  US 
negotiators  to  address  trade-distorting 
practices  of  government-sponsored  regimes 
that  dump  excess  supplies  into  the  world 

market  for  sugar Agreements  that  grant 

additional  access  to  the  U.S.  market  without 
limiting  or  eliminating  such  trade-distorting 
practices  place  our  producers,  and  the  U.S. 
sugar  program,  at  the  mercy  of  other 
countries  that  can  flood  our  market  to  offset 
the  costs  of  subsidizing  sugar  production  in 
their  own  countries. 

On  the  domestic  front,  Louisiana 
producers     have     identified     a     risk 

management  problem This  issue  was 

recently  highlighted  in  testimony  before  the 
House  Agriculture  Subcommittee  on  Risk 


Management .... 

Per  acre  yields  have  returned  to  levels 
comparable  to  the  late  1990's  as  LCP384 
has  been  phased  out  of  the  fields  (down  to 
0%  next  year,  10%  in  the  current  crop  year), 
but  the  yield  declines  from  LCP384  make 
up  almost  our  entire  Actual  Production 
History  (APH)  base  period,  specifically 
2002-2006....  Unless  some  sort  of 
transitional  yield  number  can  be  utilized 
in  place  of  this  obsolete  rust-affected  yield 
history,  USDA  will  under- estimate  our 
expected  yields  and  buy-up  coverage  levels 
will  remain  insufficient  to  cover  the  true 
risks  of  our  growers. 

At  present,  we  believe  that  20%  of  our 
production  is  not  covered  by  crop  insurance 
policies  because  of  the  APH  program.... 
We  urge  your  staff  to  take  steps  to  ensure 
that  the  crop  insurance  program  and  the 
new  permanent  disaster  assistance  are 
viable  risk  management  options  for  our 
producers. 

Regarding  disaster  assistance,  Louisiana 
sugarcane  producers  look  forward  to 
working  with  the  Department  to  implement 
the  multiyear  loss  provision  contained  in 
the  stimulus  package  to  address  losses  due 
to  Hurricanes  Gustav  and  Ike.  Because  of 
our  simultaneous  harvest  and  planting 
schedules  in  August  and  September,  the 
storms  caused  losses  to  the  har\>ested  crop 
and  to  the  crop  that  was  planted  or  in  the 
process  of  being  planted  for  the  current 
crop  year. 

Finally,  Louisiana  sugarcane  growers 
and  processors  would  like  to  urge  the 
Department  to  take  a  leadership  role  in  the 
upcoming  negotiations  over  climate  change 
legislation.  Sugarcane  is  a  hearty  C4  plant 
that  is  among  the  most  efficient  and  resilient 
C02 -converters  on  the  planet.  The  cane 
plant  releases  oxygen  into  the  environment 
while  removing  carbon  dioxide.  The  3-5 
year  growth  cycle  and  nearly  year-round 


growing  period  for  Louisiana  varieties  of 
cane  allow  our  root  systems  to  sequester 
large  quantities  of  carbon  in  the  soil  for 
years  at  a  time.  But  low  raw  sugar  prices 
and  rising  input  costs  are  threatening  the 
ability  of  our  farmers  to  stay  in  business. 
Any  input  cost  increases  resulting  from 
climate  change  legislation  must  be  offset 
with  realistic  credits  for  sugarcane 's  role  in 
reducing  GHG  emissions,  with  a  full 
understanding  that  higher  input  costs 
without  corresponding  credits  will  make  it 
more  and  more  difficult  for  our  growers  to 
continue  playing  such  a  positive  role  in 
reducing  harmful  emissions. 

In  conclusion,  Louisiana  sugarcane 
growers  look  forward  to  working  with  you 
and  the  dedicated  officials  at  USDA  to 
address  these  disparate,  but  vital  issues. 
Please  let  us  know  if  we  can  provide  any 
additional  assistance  or  explanation. 


Excerpts  from  this  letter  to  the  Secretary 
provide  you  some  insight  into  some  of  the 
issues  that  we  are  currently  hammering 
home  with  the  USDA.  As  we  know,  it's  an 
ongoing  battle,  but  it  is  hoped  that  this 
administration  understands  and  is  sensitive 
to  our  plight.  We  always  invite  your  input, 
and  will  try  to  answer  your  questions. 
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Washington  Update 

By  Jack  Pettus 


Risk  Management  8t  Rust 

Energy  Legislation  Moves  In  House 

USDA  WASDE  May  Report  on  US  Sugar  Supply  and  Use 


Louisiana's  Mike  Robichaux  recently 
testified  before  a  House  subcommittee 
regarding  the  effectiveness  of  the  crop 
insurance  program  for  sugarcane  growers  in 
Louisiana.  After  noting  the  importance  of 
the  crop  to  the  State's  economy,  and 
describing  many  of  the  unique  characteristics 
of  sugarcane  cultivation  and  harvesting,  Mr. 
Robichaux  explained  that  the  traditional  crop 
insurance  policy  had  never  been  a  good  fit 
for  the  semi-tropical  cane  plant,  its 
simultaneous  planting  and  harvesting 
schedules  and  its  3-5  year  root  systems. 
Based  on  designs  for  annual  crops  such  as 
wheat  and  corn  in  the  midwestern  and 
northern  plains  states,  multiperil  policies 
have  traditionally  failed  to  adequately 
address  the  types  and  level  of  risk  that  our 
farmers  endure.  Because  catastrophic  (CAT) 
coverage  has  become  a  prerequisite  to 
qualify  for  ad  hoc  disaster  in  recent  years, 
most  farmers  have  purchased  the  CAT  policy 
with  full  knowledge  that  they  would  never 
collect  on  it  no  matter  how  deep  their  actual 


losses  were.  Our  recent  efforts  to  develop  a 
Group  Risk  Program  (GRP)  were  successful, 
and  RMA  recalculated  the  risk  ratings  of  the 
traditional  policy,  but  the  launch  of  the  new 
policy  was  delayed  and  early  hurricanes  in 
August  and  September  made  it  difficult  to 
educate  farmers  and  agents  about  the  new 
options  before  the  September  30  deadline. 
Our  request  of  USDA  to  extend  the  deadline 
for  buy-up  policies  (for  the  current  crop)  was 
rejected  by  the  previous  Administration,  but 
they  did  extend  the  deadline  to  allow  our 
farmers  to  purchase  the  CAT  policy  that  will 
provide  no  benefit  to  the  grower. 

Mr.  Robichaux  then  noted  an  important 
change  in  sugarcane  production  in  Louisiana; 
the  slow  but  inevitable  elimination  of  the 
LCP85-384  variety  from  our  fields.  He 
described  to  the  committee  the  initial 
superiority  of  the  variety  and  the  sudden 
collapse  of  yields  in  the  early  2000s  due  to 
brown  rust  disease.  Mike  explained  that 
yields  fell  16.5%  when  brown  rust  infected 
over  90%  of  the  cane  crop  during  the  2002- 


2007  period.  Efforts  to  introduce  new 
varieties  were  set  back  when  Katrina  and 
Rita  destroyed  vital  seed  beds,  and  our  3- 
year  root  rotation  contributed  to  the  delay, 
but  Mike  reported  that  384  will  be 
completely  removed  from  the  fields  when 
this  harvest  season  is  completed. 

But  the  effects  of  384  will  be  felt  for  a 
long  time  in  our  risk  management  efforts. 
Because  the  traditional  insurance  policy  and 
the  new  GRP  both  utilize  the  most  recent 
10-year  yield  history  of  the  farmer,  the 
disease-stunted  yields  of  2002-2007  will 
remain  in  our  yield  history  for  eight  more 
years.  As  384  has  come  out  of  the  fields, 
newer  varieties  have  shown  much  promise 
and  yields  have  trended  back  upward.  But, 
at  this  stage  in  the  10-year  yield  cycle,  we 
are  removing  good  yield  numbers  from  the 
mid-1990s  as  we  add  the  most  recent  yield 
information,  leaving  in  place  the  rust- 
affected  yield  of  2002-2007.  Mike 
estimated  that  the  "insurance  yield"  is  more 
than  20%  below  our  current  yields  and 
suggested  that  a  transitional  yield  be  utilized 
in  place  of  the  rust-yields.  Without  relief 
from  the  rust-affected  yields,  buy-up 
coverage  levels  will  be  insufficient  to  cover 
the  risk  to  the  actual  sugarcane  crop  for 
years  to  come. 

While  the  risk  management  problem  is 
bad  enough,  the  yield  history  is  also  utilized 
to  establish  anticipated  revenues  for  a  farm 
under  the  new  permanent  disaster  program, 
SURE,  implemented  under  the  2008  farm 
bill.  The  rust-affected  yield  data  has 
lowered  the  government's  estimate  of  yields 
for  the  purpose  of  determining  SURE 
eligibility,  virtually  eliminating  Louisiana 
sugarcane  farmers  from  the  pool  of  potential 
disaster  assistance  recipients  under  SURE. 

Since  the  hearing,  we  have  met  with 
USDA  officials  on  several  occasions  to  seek 
support  for  the  concept  of  a  transitional 
yield  to  replace  the  rust-affected  yields  of 


2002-2007.  Since  the  yield-history  in 
question  is  dominated  by  a  variety  that  will 
no  longer  be  in  the  fields,  this  is  a  unique 
situation  and  officials  have  shown  some 
interest  in  the  problem. 

As  we  continue  to  seek  action  from  the 
Department,  it  is  important  for  our  growers, 
their  agents  and  their  lenders  to  learn  more 
about  the  risk  management  options  now 
available.  Catastrophic  coverage  is  cheap, 
but  you  get  what  you  pay  for.  Buy-up 
policies  may  hold  the  potential  for  covering 
more  of  your  actual  risk  than  at  any  time 
before,  and  at  a  lower  cost. 

Energy  Legislation  Moves  In  House 

Details  began  to  emerge  from  the  House 
Energy  and  Commerce  Committee  in  mid- 
May,  just  prior  to  full  committee  markup  of 
the  legislation.  Chairman  Waxman  (D-CA), 
who  opted  to  pull  the  bill  from 
subcommittee  a  few  weeks  ago,  put  together 
a  bill  including  a  renewable  electricity 
standard  for  electricity  production,  though 
at  a  significantly  lower  (15%)  level  than  the 
original  goal  (25%).  Acap-and-trade  system 
is  to  be  implemented,  with  certain  energy- 
intensive  industries  given  allowances  for 
Green  House  Gas  (GHG)  emissions  such  as 
carbon  dioxide  or  methane.  Agriculture  was 
not  included  among  the  recipients  of 
allowances  or  credits.  House  Agriculture 
Chairman  Collin  Peterson  (D-MN) 
promised  to  oppose  the  bill  even  before  it 
was  released,  so  the  House  leadership  will 
have  to  overcome  some  stiff  resistance  in 
agricultural  circles  if  the  bill  is  to  pass  the 
House.  It  appears  that  the  entire  Louisiana 
delegation  is  opposed  to  the  Waxman  bill  in 
its  present  form. 

USDA  WASDE  May  Report  on  US 
Sugar  Supply  and  Use 

USDA  released  its  May  World 
Agricultural  Supply  and  Demand  Estimates 


(WASDE)  report  for  sugar  supply  and  use, 
including  its  first  estimates  for  the  2009/10 
marketing  year  beginning  in  October. 
USDA's  2008/09  beginning  stocks  were 
unchanged  and  production  was  reduced 
25,000  tons  (raw  value)  to  7,606,000  tons, 
reflecting  a  25,000  ton  reduction  in 
Louisiana  production  to  1,400,000  tons. 
Beet  production  remained  at  4,260,000  tons, 
but  imports  were  decreased  to  2,731,000 
tons  from  2,806,000  tons  due  to  a  50,000 
ton  reduction  in  Mexican  exports  to  the  US 
and  a  25,000  tons  reduction  in  reexports. 
As  a  result,  total  supply  was  reduced  to 
11,997,000  tons  from  12,095,000  tons. 
Exports  and  deliveries  were  unchanged  at 
130,000  tons  and  10,675,000  tons, 
respectively,  resulting  in  total  use  remaining 
at  10,805,000  tons.  Ending  stocks  are 
reduced  to  1,192,000  tons  from  1,209,000, 
lowering  the  stocks  to  use  ratio  to  11.0 
percent  from  11.9  percent  last  month. 

Domestic  production  for  2009/10  is 
projected  at  8,075,000  tons,  including 
4,550,000  tons  from  beets  and  3,525,000 
tons  from  cane.  Florida  production  is 
projected  at  1,750,000  tons  and  Louisiana 
at  1,400,000  tons.  Imports  are  projected  at 
1,807,000  tons,  starting  with  1,232,000  tons 
under  TRQ  and  400,000  under  reexport 


programs.  Imports  from  Mexico  are 
estimated  at  only  165,000  tons,  well  below 
the  one  million  ton  pace  in  the  current  year, 
leaving  total  supply  at  only  1 1,074,000  tons. 
USDA  anticipates  higher  exports  from  the 
US  at  200,000  tons,  compared  to  130,000 
tons  this  year,  and  sees  deliveries  at 
10,585,000.  At  a  result,  total  use  is  projected 
at  10,785,000  tons,  leaving  ending  stocks 
at  289,000  tons.  Based  on  some  curious 
assumptions  about  Mexico's  ability  to 
supply  sugar  to  the  US  market,  the  initial 
stocks-to-use  ratio  is  projected  at  2.7 
percent. 

USDA  also  dramatically  altered  its 
Mexican  projections.  By  decreasing 
estimates  of  Mexican  domestic  production 
in  2008/09,  from  5,850,000  tons  to 
5,550,000,  and  holding  imports  constant  at 
400,000  tons,  USDA  projects  lower  exports 
to  the  US  and  has  reduced  its  estimate  of 
beginning  stocks  for  09/10.  09/10 
production  is  also  pegged  at  a  low  5,550,000 
tons,  based  on  reports  of  reduced  input  use. 
After  indicating  last  month  that  Mexico  is 
oversupplying  the  US  market  and  back- 
filling their  own  market  with  imports,  the 
latest  estimate  suggests  that  imports  will  be 
needed  to  fill  their  needs  even  though 
exports  and  domestic  use  are  to  fall. 


Fodney's  Welding  Se#v/Ce 

Fabricating  and  Repairing  Sugarcane  Equipment 


780  East  Main  St.,  Lockport,  LA 
Shop:   985-532-5746  Cell:   985-209-1192 
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On  The  Farm 

By  Windell  Jackson 


Contact  Committee  Meeting 

ASSCT 

List  of  Field  Days  and  Other  Sugar  Meetings 


The  American  Sugar  Cane  League's 
Annual  Contact  Committee  Meeting 
is  scheduled  for  June  24,  2009.  The 
meeting  will  be  held  at  the  Envie',  203  E. 
Bayou  Rd.,  Thibodaux,  LA.  Chairman 
Levert  will  call  the  meeting  to  order  at  9:00 
a.m.  The  meeting  should  be  completed  a 
little  after  the  noon  hour.  This  year's 
program  should  be  of  great  interest  to  the 
Louisiana  sugar  industry;  covering  topics 
addressing  rust,  production  practices, 
processing,  implementation  of  the  new  farm 
bill,  and  political  updates  from  Washington. 
At  this  time  the  agenda  is  still  being 
finalized.  The  program  will  include  a 
discussion  of  the  latest  information  available 
on  mechanical  planter  tests  from  Mr. 
Herman  Waguespack,  League  Agronomist. 
Herman  will  review  data  collected  at  time 
of  planting  (2007)  and  data  obtained  from 
the  test  field's  harvest  in  2008. 

Dr.  Jeff  Hoy,  LSU  AgCenter  pathologist, 
has  been  asked  to  give  an  update  on  rust 
and  its  effects  on  new  varieties  (HoCP  96- 
540  and  L  99-226).  He  has  also  been  asked 


to  present  an  update  on  information 
collected  this  year  on  the  effectiveness, 
timing,  and  profitability  of  fungicide 
applications  for  brown  rust  in  Louisiana.  Dr. 
Hoy  is  also  conducting  research  on  billeted 
planted  cane,  and  he  has  agreed  to  present 
some  of  his  observations  from  the  2008 
planting  season. 

Dr.  Rich  Johnson,  USDA-ARS, 
Sugarcane  Research  Laboratory,  will  update 
the  industry  on  the  use  of  lime  to  correct 
pH  in  an  effort  to  make  high  yields  with  less 
fertilizer  inputs.  Additionally.  Dr.  Johnson 
has  looked  into  the  connection  between  soil 
fertility  and  brown  rust  infestations,  and  he 
will  discuss  his  findings  on  the  subject. 

Dr.  Bill  White,  USDA-ARS,  Sugarcane 
Research  Laboratory,  has  been  looking  at 
the  development  of  predatory  insects  for  the 
control  of  sugarcane  borers  and  working  in 
the  breeding  program  to  develop  varieties 
with  more  inherited  borer  resistance. 
Hopefully,  this  resistance  can  be 
incorporated  into  the  majority  of  varieties 
released  to  the  industry.  It  is  hoped  that  this 
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developing  varietal  resistance  to  the 
sugarcane  borer  will  correlate  into  resistance 
to  the  Mexican  Rice  Borer.  Dr.  White  will 
update  the  industry  on  the  progress  he  has 
made  on  these  topics. 

As  most  know,  Dr.  Ben  Legendre  is  now 
head  of  Audubon  Sugar  Institute.  Dr.  Ben 
has  been  requested  to  update  the  Louisiana 
sugarcane  industry  on  ongoing  work  for  the 
industry  at  ASI.  The  research  conducted  at 
Audubon  is  extremely  important  to  this 
industry,  both  processor  and  producer. 

The  varietal  picture  of  what  to  plant  is 
rapidly  changing  due  to  the  amount  of  rust 
and  smut  in  the  newer  released  varieties. 
Fred  Posey  with  SugarTech  and  Jeff  Flynn 
with  Kleentek  seed  companies  have  been 
asked  to  give  a  brief  presentation  on  their 
outlook  for  seedcane  supplies  of  new 
varieties  for  the  upcoming  planting  season. 
They  have  also  been  asked  to  make  any 
other  comments  regarding  their  seed  supply 
as  they  see  fit. 

Jim  Simon,  American  Sugar  Cane 
League,  and  Willie  Cooper,  USDA-ARS, 
will  give  updates  on  the  implementation  of 
the  new  farm  bill.  While  Mr.  Jack  Rooney, 
American  Sugar  Alliance  will  give  an  update 
on  work  that  the  Alliance  is  performing. 


extracurricular  activities  are  available  on  the 
ASSCT  website  (http://www.assct.org) 
under  "Joint  Annual  Meeting".  A 
preliminary  draft  of  the  program  agenda  and 
a  tentative  program  will  be  posted  on  the 
ASSCT  website  as  soon  as  it  becomes 
available. 

List  of  Field  Days  and  Other  Sugar 
Meetings 

June  3  -  9:00  AM    Ascension/St.  Charles/ 

St.  James/St.  John  Parish 

Area  Sugarcane  Field  Day 

Welcome  Plantation  (Hwy  3127) 

Welcome,  LA 

June  5  -  8:00  AM  Terrebonne  Parish 

Area  Sugarcane  Field  Day 

USDA-ARS,  SRRC 

Sugarcane  Research  Laboratory 

Ardoyne  Farm,  Bull  Run  Road  (TP  19) 

Chacahoula,  LA 

June  17-19        39th  Annual  Joint  Meeting 

of  the  American  Society  of 

Sugar  Cane  Technologists 

LA  &  FL  Divisions 

Beau  Rivage  Hotel  and  Casino 

Biloxi,  MS 


ASSCT 

The  39th  Annual  Joint  Meeting  of  the 
American  Society  of  Sugarcane 
Technologists  (Florida  and  Louisiana 
Divisions)  is  scheduled  for  June  17-19, 2009 
at  the  Beau  Rivage  Resorts  in  Biloxi,  MS. 
Registration  will  begin  on  Wednesday 
afternoon,  June  17,  and  will  continue  on 
Thursday  morning,  June  18.  The  plenary 
session  will  be  held  on  Thursday  morning, 
June  18  followed  by  technical  sessions 
during  the  afternoon.  Technical  sessions 
will  continue  on  the  morning  of  Friday,  June 
19.  Information  regarding  hotel 
reservations,     pre-reservations,     and 


June  22  -  July  2  25th  Annual  Raw 

Cane  Sugar  Manufacturers'  Instituve 

Dept.  of  Ag  and  Office  of 

Continuing  Education 

Nicholls  State  University 

Thibodaux,  LA 

June  25-28  Louisiana  Farm  Bureau 

Federation  Convention 

New  Orleans  Marriott  Hotel 

New  Orleans,  LA 

June  27  Commodity  Conferences 

LFBF  Convention 

New  Orleans  Marriott  Hotel 

New  Orleans,  LA 
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July  1-8:30  AM  Master  Farmer 

Field  Day 

J.  A.  Rummler's  Cane  Farm 

New  Roads,  LA 

July  15  -  9:00  AM  LSU  Area 

Sugarcane  Field  Day  for 

Iberville/Pointe  Coupee/ 

St.  Charles/  St.  John/ 

West  Baton  Rouge 

Sugar  Research  Station 

St.  Gabriel,  LA 

July  1 6  -  8 : 30  AM  Lafourche  Parish 

Sugarcane  Field  Day, 

Agriculture  Building  (New  Location), 

Raceland,  LA 

July  20  -  3 1  Cane  Sugar  Refiners' 

Institute 

Dept.  of  Ag  and  Office  of 

Continuing  Education 

Nicholls  State  University 

Thibodaux,  LA 

July  24  -  2:00  PM      St.  Martin/Lafayette/ 

St.  Landry  Parishes 

Sugarcane  Field  Day 

Levert-St.  John  Plantation 

St.  Martinville,  LA 

(with  inside  program  at 

Woodmen-of-the-World  building,  St. 

Martinville  @  4:00  PM) 

July  28  -  9:00  AM         Assumption  Parish 

Sugarcane  Tour  and  Field  Day 

LCES  Office 

119  Robin  Street 

Napoleonville,  LA 


July  (TBA)- 9:00  AM 


Avoyelles/ 

Rapides  Parish 

Fall  Practices  Meeting 

Masonic  Hall 

Bunkie,  LA 


July  (TBA)  -  4:30  PM  Iberia/ 

St.  Mary /Vermilion  Parish 

Sugarcane  Field  Day 

Iberia  Research  Station 

Jeanerette,  LA 

(with  Inside  Program  at  Ward  8 

Recreation  Center,  Jeanerette) 

August  1-5  American  Sugar  Alliance 

Sweetener  Symposium 

The  Canyons  Grand  Summit  Resort 

Park  City,  UT 

August  4  -  9:30  AM    Certified  Prescribed 

Burn  Manager  Training, 

Sugar  Station  Conference  Room 

(Brick  Building) 

St.  Gabriel,  LA 


HEARNE 

PLANTER  VALVES 

FOR  INFO  CALL 
DAVID  HEARNE 

337-942-8180 
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Specializing  in 
Cane  Harvester  Repair 

(337)  276-4746  Hm. 
(337)  523-5785  Cell 
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Sweet  crop. 


Sweet  financing. 

Growing  and  milling  sugarcane  is  a  specialized  business.  That's  why  you  need  a  financial 
partner  who  understands  the  sugar  industry  One  who  offers  wise  lending  built  on  years 
of  experience  in  the  field. 

For  more  than  80  years,  we've  been  helping  sugarcane  growers  just  like  you,  whether  it's 
to  purchase  or  refinance  cane  property,  finance  capital  equipment  or  build  or  improve 
facilities. 

For  a  financial  partner  who  works  as  hard  as  you  do,  call  the  folks  at  the  Louisiana  Land 
Bank.  We'll  help  you  finance  a  sweet  deal. 


LAND  BANK 

l-O  /  / -d4o-LAJNL)  Call  now  for  information,  or  to  apply 

for  a  loan  to  lm\,  build,  improve  or  refinance.  You  can  also  visit  us  at 

www.louisiunuLmdbank.com. 


t=J 
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Growing  Your 
Bottom  Line 

By  Michael  Salassi,  PhD. 
LSU  AgCenter 


Importance  of  Written  Crop  Leases 


In  Louisiana,  both  oral  and  written  crop 
leases  are  legal  types  of  agricultural  lease 
agreements.  Written  leases  are  preferred 
because  they  provide  a  clear,  indisputable 
record  of  what  was  agreed  to  by  both  grower 
and  landowner.  This  is  especially  important 
for  sugarcane  in  providing  protection  for  the 
grower's  substantial  investment  in  the  crop 
over  a  multi-year  production  cycle. 

A  written  crop  lease  agreement  should 
contain  at  least  the  following  minimum 
requirements:  (a.)  it  should  specify  a  definite 
period  for  which  the  lease  is  to  run,  (b.)  it 
should  contain  an  accurate  description  of  the 
property,  (c.)  it  should  state  the  kind  and 
amount  of  rent  to  be  paid,  as  well  as  the  time 
and  place  of  payment,  (d.)  it  should  state 
functions  or  services  to  be  provided  by  both 
parties,  (e.)  it  should  include  language 
specifying  what  compensation  should  be  paid 
to  or  what  provisions  should  be  provided  for 
the  grower  in  cases  when  the  land  is  sold  or 
the  lease  is  terminated,  and  (f.)  it  should 
contain  the  signatures  of  both  parties. 

In  the  current  state  legislative  session,  a  bill 
was  introduced  to  protect  agricultural 
producers  with  oral  crop  leases  in  Louisiana. 
House  Bill  454,  if  enacted,  would  create  a 


statutory  lien  to  secure  the  right  of  a  farmer 
to  crops  planted  on  the  land  of  another.  It 
grants  to  the  lessee  a  lien  or  privilege  to  secure 
their  ownership  of  the  planted  crop,  if  they 
file  in  the  public  records  a  lease  or  an  affidavit 
regarding  their  ownership  of  the  plantings. 

This  past  April  I  sent  out  a  short  crop  lease 
survey  to  agricultural  producers  across  the 
state  in  an  effort  to  document  the  current  types 
of  crop  leases  being  utilized  in  Louisiana.  The 
table  below  presents  a  summary  of  crop  lease 
data  for  sugarcane  reported  by  survey 
respondents. 

Survey  respondents  reported  crop  lease 
information  for  1,396  sugarcane  crop  leases 
in  2009.  Share  leases  accounted  for  72%  of 
total  crop  leases,  with  cash  leases  accounting 
for  28%.  This  is  similar  to  survey  results  for 
all  crops  across  the  state,  in  which  68%  of 
leases  were  reported  as  share  arrangements 
and  32%  were  cash  arrangements. 

Approximately  89%  of  the  leased 
sugarcane  acreage  reported  was  under  a  share 
arrangement,  compared  to  11%  of  the  acreage 
under  a  cash  lease  arrangement.  For  all  crop 
leases  reported  across  the  state,  acreage  under 
share  leases  represented  6 1  %  of  the  reported 
acreage,  compared  to  39%  under  cash  leases. 
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In  terms  of  lease  form,  oral  vs.  written, 
results  for  sugarcane  were  similar  to  results 
for  all  crops  across  the  state.  The  majority  of 
crop  leases  in  Louisiana  are  oral,  but  the 
majority  of  acreage  leased  is  under  a  written 
agreement.  For  sugarcane  growers 
responding  to  the  survey,  61%  of  sugarcane 
crop  leases  were  oral,  representing  30%  of 
reported  sugarcane  acreage.  Written  leases 
accounted  for  only  39%  of  total  sugarcane 
crop  leases,  but  represented  70%  of  leased 
sugarcane  acreage  reported  in  the  survey. 

The  majority  of  crop  leases  being  utilized 
in  sugarcane  are  for  more  than  one  year. 
Survey  respondents  reported  that  about  63% 
of  the  total  sugarcane  crop  leases  for  multi- 
year  agreements.  The  majority  of  written 
sugarcane  leases  were  multi-year  (61%  of 


cash  leases  and  76%  of  share  leases).  For 
oral  crop  leases,  65%  of  share  agreements 
were  for  more  than  one  year.  However,  only 
35%  of  the  oral  cash  leases  for  sugarcane  were 
multi-year. 

Sugarcane  growers  in  Louisiana  have  a 
substantial  amount  of  money  invested  in 
planting  and  maintaining  a  growing  sugarcane 
crop.  That  investment  should  be  protected, 
to  some  extent,  from  production  interruptions 
due  to  land  sales,  pipelines  or  other  factors 
which  could  have  adverse  financial 
implications  for  growers.  Well  thought  out 
and  well  written  crop  lease  agreements  are  a 
means  of  providing  some  protection  to  a 
grower's  crop  investment  and  provide 
benefits  to  both  growers  and  landowners. 


Sugarcane  Crop  Lease  Survey  Summary  for  2009 


Oral  lease 
Written  lease 
Total 
Percent 


Sugarcane  survey  crop  lease  numbers 
Cash  Share  Total 


223 
174 
397 

28% 


631 

368 
999 

12% 


854 

542 

1,396 


Percent 


61% 
39% 


Oral  lease 
Written  lease 
Total 
Percent 


Sugarcane  survey  crop  lease  acreage 
Cash  Share  Total 


5,143 

8,764 

13,907 

11%) 


31,506 

76,405 

107,911 

89% 


36,650 
85,169 
121,818 


Percent 


30% 
70% 
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PRODUCERS  Ag  FINANCE,  Inc. 

2595  Hwy  1  Thibodaux,  LA  70301 
985-526-0500         985-526-0505  Fax 
cd.proag@charterinternet.com 


Committed  to  Customer  Success 


Lines  of  Credit  Agribusiness  Loans 

Real  Estate  Loans        Equipment  Loans 
Refinance  /  Restructure 

Apply  by  phone,  fax  or  email 
Contact  Craig  DeGravelle 
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CORPORATION 


Jrom  the  fieCd  to  the  factory 


H  ONI  RON  Corporation  is  your  authorized 
JOHN  DEERE  SUGAR  dealer  for  all  of  your 
cane  harvesting  equipment,  parts  and  service 
needs. 


Honiron  vertical  crystallizer  installation 


HONIRON  Corporation 

P.O.  Box  620  •  Jeanerette,  LA  70544 

Phone  (337)  276-6314  ■  Fax  (337)  276-3614 

sales@honiron.com      www.  honiron.  com 

Committed  to  Customer  Satisfaction 


*tfgCASjk 
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True  Value  Hardware 


"Serving  South  Louisiana  For  Over  50  Years" 

•  Fertilizer  •  Chemicals  •  Custom  Blending 
•  Farm  Supplies  •  Purina  Feeds  •  Pet  Supplies 

•  Lake  Country  Feeds  •  Lawn  And  Garden 

P  O  Box  250     32705  Highway  1  South 

White  Castle  LA  70788 

Phone:  (225)545-3616     Fax:  (225)545-8065 


FLYING  SERVICE  AVAILABLE 
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A  View  From  The  Top 


The  new  2009  Austoft  8800  harvester!  The  heart  of  the 

7700  but  with  class  leading  enhancements  in 

harvesting  capacity  and  operator  comfort. 


Electronic  automatic  cutter  height  and  cruise  control 

Data  Logger  which  measures: 

Area  harvested,  time  harvesting,  time  waiting,  fuel 
Consumption,  engine  parameters,  base  cutter  pressure, 
Hydraulic  oil  temp,  etc.  Measurements  are  downloadable 
To  a  USB  memory  stick  for  transfer  to  your  PC. 

Right  hand  console  with  multi-function  handle. 

Left  hand  steer  and  cruise  control.  £$& 

Wide  combine  cab  with  standard  training  seatw^  Jfrt& 


itf 


AGRICULTURE 


BROUSSARD 

CANE  EQUIPMENT 
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The  Baton  Rouge  Line 

By  Tom  Spradley 
Spradley  and  Spradley 


Legislative  Session  Updates 


The  Legislature  is  only  in  its  third 
week  of  the  Session  and  the  House 
of         Representatives  has 

already  passed  the  budget  and  sent  the 
measure  to  the  Senate  which  began 
its  hearings  with  a  visit  to  the  Finance 
Committee  by  the  Governor.  This  year's 
budget  is  lower  than  last  year's  budget  by 
about  two  billion  dollars.  Revenues  have 
declined  from  the  all-time  high  sales  tax 
collections  related  to  storm  damage  repairs. 
Revenues  from  oil  and  gas  are  lower  due  to 
much  lower  prices  on  a  barrel  of  oil  and 
gas  prices  which  have  declined  sharply  from 
prior  years. 

Governor  Jindal  has  guided  a  budget 
through  the  early  stages  of  design  by 
mandating  hefty  cuts  in  highways,  higher 
education  and  in  health  and  hospitals.  Hefty 
cuts  are  necessary,  the  Governor  pointed 
out,  since  they  are  the  only  items  in  the  state 
budget  which  are  not  protected  from  cuts 
by  legislative  or  constitutional  mandate  and 
since  it  is  against  the  law  to  pass  a  budget 
that  is  not  balanced  with  projected  revenues. 


ASCL  Priorties 

The  State  Legislative  Committee,  chaired 
by  Pete  Dufresne,  has  met  and  targeted  the 
following  bills  to  watch;  taking  positions  of 
"opposition,"  "support,"  or  "monitor." 

HB  158    Anders  -  Relative  to  drought 

relief  wells,  (monitor) 
HB  247    Labruzzo  -  Tax  credit  for 

renewable  energy  systems. 

(support) 
HB  320    Gallot  -  Sales  tax  exemption 

for  certain  machinery  and 

equipment,  (support) 
HB  454    Simon  -  Creates  a  statutory 

lien  to  secure  the  right  of  a 

farmer  to  crops  planted  on  the 

land  of  another,  (support) 
HB  547    Ponti  -  Wind  or  solar  energy 

systems  tax  credit,  (support) 
HB  661    Morris  -  Provides  with  respect 

to  the  geological  sequestration 

of  carbon  dioxide,  (monitor) 
HB  756    Montoucet  -  Sales  tax 

exemption  for  the  purchase  of 
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farm  equipment,  (monitor) 
HB  829    Cortez  -  Transfers  the 

responsibilities  relating  to  water 

well  and  drillers  from  DOTD  to 

DNR.  (monitor) 
HB  850    Richmond  -  Tax  credit 

for  renewable  energy  production. 

(monitor) 
SB  91       Gautreaux,  N.  -  Wind  and  solar 

energy  tax  credits,  (support) 
SB  196    Riser  -  Research  and  development 

tax  credit. 
SB  283    Walsworth  -  Allows  the  Mega 

Fund  money  in  the  Department  of 

Economic  Development  to  be 

used  to  assist  the  Chicken 

plant  in  North  Louisiana. 

This  bill  has  passed  through 

the  process  and  will  become 

law. 
SCR  34    McPherson  -  Requests  the 

Governor  to  endorse  the  25x25 


national  initiative. 
SCR  35    McPherson  -  Requires  DOTD  to 
do  a  pilot  study  on  alternative 
trucking  configurations  to  support 
the  bio-fuels  and  sugar  industry. 

If  you  want  to  read  the  particulars  on  any 
of  these  bills  or  check  the  latest  status  you 
can  log  on  to  the  state  site  and  get  up  to  the 
minute  status  at  www.legis.state.la.us. 


Crop 

Production 

Services 


Thibodaux,  LA 
(985)  447-4081 


New  Roads,  LA 
(225)  638-6343 


You're  First  at  First  South  Farm  Credit,  ACA 

At  First  South  Farm  Credit,  ACA,  you're  not  just  a  number.  We  believe 
that  personal  service  is  a  way  of  life.  Your  financial  transactions  are 

important  to  us. 

Our  staff  has  the  knowledge,  qualifications  and  experience  along  with  that 

personal  touch  that  make  you  feel  that  you're  FIRST 

at  First  South  Farm  Credit,  ACA. 


First  South 
Farm  Credit,  ACA 

A 

Agricultural  Lender 

Give  us  a  call! 
(985)  446-9450 


Michele  Simoneaux 

Thibodaux 


Donna  Booty 

Thibodaux 
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Growing  Super-Sweet  Sugarcane  Varieties 
Makes  Good  Sense 


Thomas  L.  Tew1  and  Michael  E.  Salassi2 

1USDA-ARS  Sugarcane  Research  Laboratory, 

5883  USDA  Rd,  Houma,  LA  70360 

2Dept.  of  Agricultural  Economics,  LSU  AgCenter, 

101  Ag  Admin  Bldg,  Baton  Rouge,  LA  70803 


As  a  result  of  Louisiana's  temperate  climate  and  short  growing  season,  sugarcane 
breeders  in  Louisiana  place  more  emphasis  on  early  maturity  and  sucrose  content 
than  do  breeding  programs  in  tropical  climates.  The  joint  effort  between  USDA, 
LSU,  and  the  American  Sugar  Cane  League  to  breed,  select,  and  evaluate  varieties  over  the 
years,  have  consistently  followed  a  recurrent  selection  approach  that  has  led  to  multiple 
generations  of  progressively  higher  sucrose  content  and  earlier  maturity.  Maturity  studies* 
at  the  USDA  farm  in  2007  and  2008  show  that  recently-released  L  99-226,  HoCP  00-950, 
and  L  01-283  all  mature  significantly  earlier  and  maintain  a  higher  overall  sucrose  content 
than  previously  released  varieties  in  Louisiana. 

Considering  approximate  values  of  current  harvesting,  hauling,  and  grinding  costs  per 
ton  of  cane  handled,  the  economic  advantage  of  harvesting  and  processing  high  sucrose 
varieties  can  be  substantial.  Table  1  illustrates  the  effect  that  variable  commercially 
recoverable  sugar  (CRS)  levels  would  have  had  on  net  returns  in  2007  and  2008  at  a  constant 
sugar  yield.  The  advantage  that  high-sucrose  varieties  have  over  those  with  moderate  sucrose 
content  is  that  less  cane  must  be  harvested,  transported,  and  processed  to  obtain  the  same 
amount  of  sugar  per  acre. 

Table  2  illustrates  the  effect  that  variable  CRS  levels  would  have  had  on  cane  and  sugar 
needed  per  acre  in  2007  and  2008  in  order  to  maintain  a  constant  net  return  per  acre.  With 
the  high  fuel  prices  in  2008,  it  would  have  been  more  profitable  to  process  a  24-ton/acre 
cane  with  a  mean  CRS  of  300  (lbs  sugar/ton  of  cane)  than  to  process  36-ton  cane  with  a 
mean  CRS  of  220.  The  cost  of  handling  50%  more  cane  per  acre  would  have  more  than 
offset  the  advantage  of  producing  10%  more  total  sugar.  The  effect  of  CRS  on  the  amount 
of  cane  and  sugar  required  to  make  the  same  net  return  in  2008  is  graphically  illustrated  in 
Figure  1. 

The  cost  of  producing,  harvesting,  and  processing  a  crop  of  sugarcane  continues  to 
increase,  while  the  price  paid  per  pound  of  sugar  remains  constant.  For  the  grower  and 
miller,  one  of  the  most  effective  ways  to  improve  the  bottom  line  is  to  take  measures  that 
will  assure  a  high  overall  CRS.  Obviously,  the  grower  would  like  to  maximize  both  cane 
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tonnage  and  sucrose  content.  The  newer  varieties,  L  99-226,  HoCP  00-950,  and  L  01-283, 
should  contribute  to  higher  profits  for  growers  and  millers.  Combined  results  from  outfield 
tests  (plantcane  -  third  ratoon)  actually  show  that  total  sugar  yields  in  these  newer  varieties 
are  at  least  as  great  as  those  of  HoCP  96-540  and  L  99-233. 

Historically,  early  maturing  varieties  have  often  been  short-lived.  Part  of  the  reason  for 
their  demise  has  been  that  they  tend  to  be  harvested  at  the  beginning  of  the  season.  Early 
harvesting  reduces  the  amount  of  time  available  for  carbohydrates  to  be  translocated  to 
underground  crowns,  which  ultimately  negatively  affects  subsequent  stubble  crops.  Thus, 
early-season  harvesting  often  leads  to  poor  performance  in  ratoon  crops,  especially  when 
done  in  consecutive  years.  Therefore,  plant  responses  such  as  stubbling  ability  also  need  to 
be  taken  into  account  to  determine  maximum  economic  return. 

Sucrose  accumulation  in  sugarcane  starts  at  the  lower  internodes  and  makes  its  way  up 
the  stalk.  Research  results  to  date  suggest  that  earlier  and  higher  sugar  content  observed  in 
these  newer  varieties  can  be  attributed  to  earlier  maturation  in  the  youngest  internodes. 
Hence,  the  gradient  in  sucrose  concentration  from  the  bottom  to  the  top  of  the  stalk  is  not  as 
wide  as  the  gradient  observed  in  lower  sucrose  varieties.  The  early  maturation  at  the  top  of 
the  stalk  may  be  a  factor  in  the  lack  of  response  generally  observed  in  early  maturing 
varieties  following  ripener  applications  of  glyphosate. 

It  will  benefit  the  sugar  industry  in  Louisiana  to  better  understand  and  appropriately 
manage  high  sucrose  varieties  such  as  L  99-226,  HoCP  00-950,  and  L  01-283,  in  order  to 
maximize  their  longevity  in  the  industry  and  potentially  increase  profitability  while 
maintaining  genetic  diversity. 

*Note.  To  receive  the  biweekly  results  of  the  USDA  Sugarcane  Research  Laboratories 
annual  maturity  study,  please  email  Ashley  DeHart  (ashley.dehart@ars.usda.gov). 

Table  1.  Effect  of  three  CRS  levels  on  net  returns  at  a  constant  sugar  yield  of  7,200  lbs/acre 
and  a  price  of  $0.20/lb. sugar  based  on  2007  and  2008  harvesting,  hauling,  &  handling 
costs. 


Scenario  in  2007 

Scenario  in  2008 

CRS  per  ton  cane  (lbs)                                220           260         300 
Tons  cane  per  acre  (TCA)                           32.7          27.7        24.0 

220          260        300 
32.7         27.7       24.0 

Gross  returns  per  acre  (7,200  x  $0.20)     $  1 ,440     $  1 ,440     $  1 ,440 

$1,440    $1,440  $1,440 

Variable  costs  per  ton  cane  $12.00  $15.50 

2007:  Harvesting:  $4.50,  Hauling:  $4.00,  Grinding:  $3.50  =  $12.00 


2008:  Harvesting:  $6.00,  Hauling:  $5.50,  Grinding:  $4.00  =  $15.50 

Variable  costs  per  acre  (TCA  x  $/TC)        $393        $332        $288 

$507 

$429 

$372 

Net  returns  per  acre                                   $1,047     $1,108     $1,152 
Net  return  advantage  per  acre                      —           $61          $105 

$933 

$1,011 

$78 

$1,068 
$135 
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Table  2.  Cane  and  sugar  required  per  acre  to  achieve  a  constant  net  return  at  three  CRS 
levels  in  2007  and  2008. 


Scenario  in  2007 

Scenario  in  2008 

CRS  per  ton  cane  (lbs) 

220 

260 

300 

220        260        300 

Tons  cane  per  acre  (TCA) 

36.0 

28.8 

24.0 

37.5       29.3        24.0 

Pounds  sugar  per  acre  (SPA) 

7920 

7488 

7200 

8246      7608       7200 

Gross  returns  per  acre  (SPA  x  $0.20) 

$1,584 

$1,440 

$1,440 

$1,440  $1,440   $1,440 

Variable  costs  per  ton  cane  $12.00 

2007:  Harvesting:  $4.50,  Hauling:  $4.00,  Grinding:  $3.50  =  $12.00 
2008:  Harvesting:  $6.00,  Hauling:  $5.50,  Grinding:  $4.00  =  $15.50 

Variable  costs  per  acre  (TCA  x  $/TC) 

Net  returns  per  acre 

Net  return  advantage  per  acre 


$15.50 


$432       $346       $288 


$1,152    $1,152    $1,152 
—  $0  $0 


$581      $454       $372 


1,068   $1,068    $1,068 
—  $0  $0 


Figure  1.    Cane  and  sugar  required  per  acre  to  achieve  a  constant  net  return,  given  harvesting, 
hauling,  and  milling  costs  incurred  in  2008  (corresponds  to  2008  values  in  Table  2). 


TCA 


Cane  required  to  achieve  a  constant  net  return,  given 
2008  harvesting,  hauling,  and  milling  costs 
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Offering  a  New  Choice  for 
High-Quality  Seedcane 

SugarTech  seedcane  meets  quality  standards  enforced  by  LDAF 
that  can  help  improve  your  cane  production.  Planting  certified 
seedcane  is  your  quickest  route  to  healthier,  full-scale  production. 

Our  seedcane  is  continually  checked  for  diseases  and  is 
produced  under  stringent  quality  control  standards  in  highly 
sanitary  conditions. 

Ask  your  Helena  representative  to  explain  the  advantages  of  the 
SugarTech  system.  Then  go  with  a  certified  source  of  seedcane- 
SugarTech! 


Thibodaux        St.  Martinville 
985-446-5881     337-394-3875 


[♦SugarTeck 


New  Roads  Bunkie 

225-638-7056    318-346-6651 


HELENA)  People...Products...K\ 
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1998  Austoft  Combine  Harvester. 
Price  Negotiable.  Call  Gerald  at 
985-696-5574  or  985-696-6483. 

6  sets  Davis  Direct  Haul  Billet  Carts 
-  $13,000  per  set.  Call  Danny  at 
337-789-1622  or  Cory  at  337-256- 
3627. 

Cameco  CH  2500  Combine;  7400 
4x4  John  Deere;  7410  4x4  John 
Deere.  All  Field  Ready  CallAcosta 
Bros,  at  985-859-5598  or  281-702- 
6054. 

M  &  W  18  ft.  Do- All  -  $600;  Int'l 
15  ft.  Field  Cultivator  -  $600; 
Cameco  Trandem  Cane  Wagon  - 
$400;  (2)  Rear  Drum  Cane  Planters 
$400  each;  (2)  Planters'  Aids  -  $300 
each;  (3)  500  Gallon  Tanks  on 
Wheels  -  Make  Offer;  48  ft.  Drop 
Deck  Trailer  -  $6,000.  Call  John  at 
225-717-0296. 
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Need  to  grow  your 
farming  business? 

Consider  an  agricultural  loan 
from  Capital  One. 


CapitalQrie 


Capital  One  has  a  variety  of  flexible,  affordable,  and  convenient 
agricultural  loans  to  suit  your  business  needs. 

•  Equipment  loans  •  Farm  real  estate  loans 

•  Production  loans  •  Recreational  real  estate  loans 

We  are  also  experienced  in  financing  for  a  broad  range  of  facilities 
including: 

•  Cotton  gins  '  Suppliers 

•  Sugar  mills  '  Equipment  companies 

•  Warehouses 


To  learn  more  about  Capital  One's  agricultural  loans  and  what  we  can  do  for  your 
business,  stop  by  your  nearest  Capital  One  branch,  call  1-888-855-2265, 
or  click  www.  capitalonebank.com 


1  —  l    Normal  credit  qualifications  apply. 

lender    lc,2007  Capital  One  Services,  Inc.  Capital  One  is  a  federally-registered  trademark.  All  rights  reserved. 
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Up  Front 
With  The  League 

by  Jim  Simon 


Editor's  Note:  This  month 's  Up  Front  With  The  League  is  guest  authored  by  the  Sugar  Association 's 
President  and  CEO  Andy  Brisco.  The  Sugar  Association  plays  a  huge  role  in  promoting  facts  about 
sugar  and  challenging  negative  myths,  which  effect  sugar  consumption. 


HFCS  to  Sugar  Switch  -  What  does  this  really  mean  for  sugar 
consumption?  And  will  it  continue? 

By  Andy  Briscoe,  President  &  CEO,  The  Sugar  Association 


There  is  an  old  saying,  what  goes 
around  comes  around.  In  the  1980s 
total  sugar  deliveries  slid  from  10.5 
M  tons  to  under  8  M  tons  in  6  years. 
Beverages  making  the  switch  from  sugar  to 
high  fructose  corn  syrup  (HFCS)  were  in  full 
swing.  After  taking  action  to  implement  an 
industry-wide,  national  sugar  promotion 
program  in  1986,  sugar  deliveries  began  a 
slow  climb  back  up  averaging  a  1.9%  growth 
over  the  next  10  years.  In  2000  and  2001, 
sugar  deliveries  were  just  above  10  M  tons. 
However,  with  the  increase  in  other 
competitive  sweeteners,  primarily  artificials, 
sugar  deliveries  again  drifted  downward  to 
around  9.75  M  tons  in  2003.  Then  the 
"natural"  movement  kicked  in  and  helped 
move  sugar  deliveries  back  up  to  10.1  M  tons 
in  2006  and  ultimately  back  to  a  high  in  2008 
of  10.5  M  tons  again.... after  28  years. 

Now  the  two  leading  sweeteners,  of  the  28 
presently  used  in  foods  and  beverages  in  the 


U.S.,  are  sugar  and  HFCS.  In  2008,  sugar 
once  again  took  the  dominant  position  as  the 
sweetener  of  choice  with  38.8%  market  share. 
HFCS  slid  to  31.1%.  Artificial  sweeteners 
have  an  18.0%  share.  For  the  purpose  of  this 
article,  I'd  like  to  focus  on  the  change  that 
has  been  underway  for  a  few  years  -  the 
movement  by  industrial  manufacturers  and 
consumers  away  from  HFCS  toward  all 
natural  sugar. 

At  the  Sugar  Association  Board  meeting 
in  April  2003,  Association  staff  provided  a 
literature  review  of  numerous  published 
studies  in  which  concerns  with  high  levels  of 
fructose  were  reported.  Very  little  science  had 
directly  compared  sugar  and  HFCS. 
However,  what  science  was  available 
highlights  three  health  concerns  with  high, 
free-fructose  concentrations:  1)  it  could 
contribute  to  an  increase  in  triglycerides 
(blood  fat);  2)  influence  appetite  control 
hormones  leading  to  overeating;  and  3)  it 


contributes  to  malabsorption  in  the  body. 
Since  then,  internal  and  external  literature 
reviews  reinforce  these  initial  findings. 

Even  today,  we  continue  to  find  limited 
science  directly  comparing  sugar  and  HFCS. 
Yet,  the  media  has  picked  up  on  the  concerns 
over  fructose,  and  this  has  ultimately  led  to 
consumer  perceptions  that  HFCS  is  not 
healthy  and  certainly  not  natural.  This 
negative  consumer  perception  has  been  a  key 
driver  in  getting  major  food  and  beverage 
manufacturers  to  choose  sugar  as  their 
sweetener  of  choice. 

The  first  official  company  to  go  public  with 
the  switch  from  HFCS  back  to  sugar  was 
Seattle-based  Jones  Soda  in  December  2006. 
As  reported  in  the  Wall  Street  Journal,  "The 
move  by  Jones,  which  churns  out  Blue  Bubble 
and  Twisted  Lime  sodas,  along  with  an  energy 
drink  ....aims  to  capitalize  on  the  bad 
publicity  surrounding  high-fructose  corn 
syrup,  which  some  scientists  have  linked  to 
rising  U.S.  obesity  rates."  Sweetened  sodas 
with  sugar  instead  of  HFCS  "truly 
differentiates  Jones  and  provides  the 
consumer  with  a  healthier  alternative,,,  Peter 
van  Stolk,  the  company's  president  &  chief 
executive  said  in  announcing  the  switch. 
Next,  Ocean  Spray  moved  back  to  sugar  and 
in  the  last  3  years,  over  100  products  now 
profess  "NO  HIGH  FRUCTOSE  CORN 
SYRUP"  or  "NO  HFCS"  on  the  front  of  their 
packaging... as  a  marketing  tool  to  capture 
customers'  attention.  Now  several  additional 
beverages  have  made  the  jump  -  Hansens 
Natural  Soda,  Snapple,  and  SoBe  Lifewater, 
for  example.  Recently,  as  you  know,  Pepsi 
has  been  testing  consumer  support  of  Pepsi 
Throwback  and  Mountain  Dew  Throwback  as 
well  as  the  Pepsi  Natural  product.  On  June 
20,  Pepsi  is  supposedly  deciding  its  next  steps 
with  sugar-based  products  based  on  test 
results  of  the  Throwback  campaigns. 
Announced  in  June  2009,  the  latest  company 
to  take  action  is  Starbucks  removing  all  HFCS 
from  their  food  product  line. 


U.S.  sugar  deliveries  to  the  beverage  sector 
have  gone  from  228,000  tons  in  2006  to 
340,000  tons  in  2008,  a  growth  of  112,000 
tons  (49.1%  growth).  Over  the  last  7  years 
(2004-2009),  HFCS  deliveries  have  decreased 
63 1,000  tons  (-12.7%)  while  sugar  deliveries 
have  increased  996,000  tons  (+10.4%). 

Will  it  continue? 

In  2004,  when  consumers  were  asked  about 
sweeteners  they  recognized,  HFCS  was  not 
among  the  top  6  mentioned.  By  2008, 
consumer  familiarity  with  HFCS  had  climbed 
to  as  high  as  88%.  Up  to  63%  of  consumers 
said,  if  a  product  contained  HFCS,  they  were 
less  likely  to  purchase  that  product.... which 
would  support  the  continued  movement  away 
from  HFCS. 

The  ethanol  boom  of  2008  also  put  upward 
pressure  on  the  price  of  HFCS.  It  is  now 
priced  at  $32.95  per  100-wt  (Milling  & 
Baking  News  6/8/09).  White  sugar  is  priced 
at  $34.25  per  100-wt.,  or  a  difference  of  $1.30 
per  100-wt  ($0.0011  per  can)  difference.  So 
for  an  individual  12  oz.  beverage,  the 
difference  is  minimal.  This  drive  for 
renewable  fuels  is  not  going  away,  so  we 
would  have  to  assume  the  higher  price  of 
HFCS  would  support  a  continuance  of  the 
HFCS  to  sugar  movement. 

The  Corn  Refiners  Association,  which 
represents  HFCS  processors,  is  now  investing 
$20M  -  $30M  to  improve  the  image  of  their 
product.  After  a  year,  they  continue  to  fight 
an  uphill  battle.  HFCS  deliveries  continue  to 
decline  having  fallen  another  57,000  tons  (- 
2.8%)  in  the  first  three  months  of  2009.  So 
the  challenges  continue  for  HFCS. 

Bottom  line,  change  will  continue  to  occur 
in  the  sweetener  marketplace.  The  trend  for 
food  and  beverage  makers  to  switch  from 
HFCS  to  sugar  seems  to  be  continuing. 
However,  USDAs  WASDE  June  report 
projects  a  substantial  drop  in  sugar  deliveries 
(-525,000  tons)  in  2010,  which  was  attributed 
to  high  sugar  prices  and  the  resultant  move 


back  to  HFCS  by  some  food  manufacturers. 
A  Pepsi  decision  to  maintain  their  Throwback 
products  or  Pepsi  Natural  would  be  a  strong 
boost  to  the  3 -year  old  movement  from  HFCS 
to  sugar.  So  keep  an  eye  on  what  Pepsi  does 
after  June  20  as  a  sign  of  what  may  or  may 
not  come  next.  And  keep  an  eye  on  WASDE 
delivery  reports  to  see  how  2010  deliveries 


are  projected  in  the  coming  months.  Also  keep 
an  eye  on  the  prices  of  sugar  and  HFCS. 
Interestingly,  price  has  not  been  the  driver  in 
the  recent  switches.  Taste  and  consumer 
preference  rule  the  day.  And  if  that's  the  case, 
it  would  seem  the  trend  from  HFCS  to  sugar 
will  continue. 


Shares  of  U.S.  Sweetener  Consumption: 
Sugar,  HFCS,  and  Artificials,  1992-2008 
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Complete  Military 
Axles  with  Breaks 


$550 


Made  in  the 
U.S.A  ! 


Install  an  entire  axle  for 
the  cost  of  a  break  job  - 
low  mileage    •     like  new 
We  have  Axle  Parts  TOO! 


Managed  by: 
Grace  and  Maggie 
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We    have    the    best    TIRES 


GAM  Tire  Co.,  Inc. 
337-319-0574  or  337-276-6200 
Jeanerette,  LA  70544 


Sunshine 

Equipment  Co.,  Inc. 


USED  JOHN  DEERE  4720  SPRAYER 


200617100)61,  641  hours 
800  Gallon  Polyethylene  Tank 
Hydraulic  Tread  Width  Adjustment 
Green  Star  Ready 

Fenders 
Traction  Control 


380/90  R46  Radial  Tires 

90'  Boom  W/  5  Position  Nozzle  Bodies 

12V,  50  Gallon,  Foam  Marker 

Stainless  Steel  Chemical  Educator 

Belly  Shield 

Wheel  Shields 


John  Deere 


AM/FM  Stereo  W/  Weatherband  &  CD  Player 

$145,000.00  plus  tax 

0%  Interest 

3  years  * 

(*  subject  to  approved  financing) 

Contact  Perry  Falcon  at  225-268-2288 


John  Deere 


or 


See  our  website  at  www.sunequip.com  for  other  good  used  equipment! 


Donaldsonville,  La.  70346 

2300  Highway  70  East 

800-526-7639 


Thibodaux,  La.  70301 

1 524  Ridgefield  Road 

888-527-2273 


Washington  Update 

By  Jack  Pettus 


Louisiana  Sugar  Loans  Mature  In  Summer 

Risk  Management 

Energy  Committee  Sets  Torrid  Pace 

USDA  WASDE  June  Report  on  US  Sugar  Supply  and  Use 


CCC  loans  covering  nearly  572  million 
pounds  of  Louisiana  sugar  will  begin 
to  mature  in  July,  with  the  largest 
portion  due  in  August.  In  total,  CCC  loans 
covering  over  1.9  billion  pounds  of  raw  and 
refined  sugar  will  be  coming  due.  Recent 
improvements  in  the  raw  sugar  price  may  have 
eased  concerns  that  producers  will  forfeit 
sugar  to  the  government,  but  continued 
speculation  about  increasing  the  import  quota 
this  summer  continues  to  weigh  over  the 
market. 

Risk  Management 

League  representatives  continued  technical 
discussions  with  USDA's  Risk  Management 
Agency  in  mid- June  to  discuss  our  request  for 
a  review  of  our  APH  history  to  ameliorate  the 
effects  of  2002/2006  yield  losses  resulting 
from  Brown  Rust  hitting  "384."  Because  this 
variety  should  be  completely  removed  from 
Louisiana  fields  after  the  upcoming  harvest, 
and  because  the  rust-affected  yields  will 
otherwise  remain  in  our  10-year  history  for 
years  to  come,  ASCL  and  the  Louisiana  Farm 
Bureau  have  requested  that  RMA  adjust  the 
rust-affected  data. 


Energy  Committee  Sets  Torrid  Pace 

The  House  Energy  &  Commerce  (E&C) 
Committee  has  pushed  several  monumental 
pieces  of  legislation  through  the  Committee 
markup  process,  including  energy/climate 
change  and  food  safety  bills  that  could  have 
enormous  impact  on  production  agriculture. 
The  energy/climate  change  legislation 
includes  a  cap&trade  system  for  managing 
carbon  credits.  While  agriculture  is  exempt 
from  carbon  caps,  farmers  are  not  exempt  from 
the  increased  input  costs  that  are  certain  to 
result.  Unfortunately,  the  committee's  bill 
would  seem  to  reduce  the  chances  of 
agricultural  producers  receiving  credits  from 
carbon  sequestration  efforts.  In  early  June, 
the  cane  industry  urged  congressional  leaders 
to  consider  the  vital  role  of  sugarcane  growers 
in  carbon  sequestration,  stating: 

"It  is  vitally  important  that  any  climate 
change  legislation  passed  takes  the  future  of 
domestic  agriculture  production  into  account. 
Any  domestic  regulation  that  does  not  equally 
affect  foreign  food  imports  could  put  U.S. 
producers  at  a  major  disadvantage.  We 
appreciate  your  strong  leadership  on  behalf 
of  agriculture  and  your  deep  understanding 


of  how  climate  change  legislation  could 
adversely  affect  producers  and  rural 
communities.  Agricultural  producers  and 
private  land  owners  control  much  of  the  land 
in  the  United  States  that  grows  the  plants, 
grasses  and  trees  that  sequester  carbon. 
Incentives  to  keep  this  land  in  plant  production 
should  he  considered. 

Sugarcane  is  a  C4  perennial  plant  capable 
of  sequestering  large  amounts  of  carbon  each 
year.  Because  the  cane  root  systems  remain 
in  the  ground  for  years  and  the  growing 
season  is  virtually  uninterrupted,  this 
photosynthesis/carbon  sequestration  machine 
has  more  in  common  with  timber  and  other 
perennials  for  the  purposes  of  this  bill  than  it 
does  with  annual  crops  such  as  corn,  wheat, 
beets  and  beans. 

With  respect  to  the  sugarcane  farming  and 
climate  change  regulation,  close  prior 
consultation  with  Committee  members  and 
staff  will  be  necessary  to  achieve  a  fair 
result  for  the  industry  as  a  whole.  This  stems 
from  the  unique  nature  of  the  sugarcane  crop, 
the  large  C02  sequestration  effects  achieved 
when  the  crop  is  grown,  and  the  renewable 
energy  source  (residual  bagasse)  used  to 
process  the  crop  into  raw  sugar. 

As  a  general  matter  we  would  recommend 
that  the  agricultural  aspects  of  growing  the 
sugarcane  crop  be  separated  from  industrial 
side  where  cane  stalks  are  processed  into  raw 
sugar.  However,  growers  of  the  crop  should 
be  free  to  contract  with  mills  processing  the 
crop  to  realize  any  further  offsets  that  should 
accrue  from  using  renewable  energy  on  the 
industrial  side  of  the  business.  In  some  cases 
these  relationships  can  be  governed  by 
contract,  in  other  cases  the  relationship  will 
be  determined  by  state  laws  applicable  to  the 
grower/processor  relationship. " 

At  the  time  of  this  writing,  the  House 
Agriculture  Committee  has  not  taken  action 
on  the  climate  change  bill  beyond  an  initial 
hearing  in  early  June.  Chairman  Collin 
Peterson  has  met  frequently  with  E&C 
Chairman  Waxman  and  Speaker  Pelosi, 
seeking  to  make  the  bill  palatable  to  the 
agricultural  community,  but  the  final  outcome 
of  those  talks  remains  uncertain. 


In  mid- June,  the  E&C  Committee  marked 
up  another  major  piece  of  legislation  affecting 
all  of  agriculture.  The  food  safety  bill  under 
consideration  by  the  committee  at  the  time  of 
this  writing  would  create  a  vast  new  regulatory 
system  monitoring  the  flow  of  food  from  farm 
to  store  shelves.  A  broad-based  agricultural 
coalition,  including  farm  groups  and  food  and 
feed  processors,  has  urged  the  committee  to 
make  refinements  to  the  bill  prior  to  final 
markup,  but  the  outcome  of  this  effort  was 
unknown  at  the  time  of  this  writing. 
Meanwhile,  health-care  reform  legislation 
waits  in  the  wings. 

In  the  Senate,  the  Energy  Committee 
worked  on  its  own  version  of  the  energy  bill 
in  mid-June.  In  addition,  Democratic 
Members  of  the  Environment  &  Public  Works 
Committee  were  wrapping  up  negotiations  on 
a  Clean  Water  Act  bill  that  would  expanded 
the  scope  of  CWA  regulation  of  chemical 
applications  while  stretching  the  definition  of 
"navigable  waters"  to  a  point  well  beyond 
reason.  Little  is  known  about  the  "deal"  and 
the  path  to  Senate  approval  is  uncertain  given 
the  partisan  nature  of  the  current  negotiations, 
but  I  will  report  on  the  results  next  month. 

House        Appropriators        Complete 
Agricultural  Spending  Measure 

The  House  Committee  on  Appropriations 
completed  work  on  the  2010  agricultural 
appropriations  package  in  early  June, 
including  approximately  $3.6  million  in 
construction  funds  for  the  new  sugarcane 
research  laboratory  in  Louisiana. 

The  Senate  committee  expects  to  begin 
work  on  the  agriculture  package  after  the 
Independence  Day  break. 

USDA  WASDE  June  Report  on  US  Sugar 
Supply  and  Use 

USDA  released  its  June  World  Agricultural 
Supply  and  Demand  Estimates  (WASDE) 
report  for  sugar  supply  and  use,  including  its 
first  estimates  for  the  2009/10  marketing  year 
beginning  in  October.  USDA's  2008/09 
production  was  reduced  25,000  tons  (raw 
value)  to  7,581,000  tons,  reflecting  a  25,000 
ton  reduction  in  Hawaiian  production.    Beet 


production  remained  at  4,260,000  tons, 
Louisiana  production  was  unchanged  at 
1,400,000  tons.  Imports  were  increased 
200,000  tons  based  on  higher  Mexican 
volume,  rising  to  2,93 1 ,000  tons.  Total  supply 
was  increased  to  12,172,000  tons  from 
11,997,000  tons.  Exports  were  unchanged  at 
130,000  tons,  but  deliveries  were  increased 
to  10,840,000  tons  from  10,675,000  tons, 
resulting  in  total  use  rising  to  10,970,000  tons. 
Ending  stocks  are  increased  to  1,202,00  tons 
from  1,192,000  tons,  leaving  the  stocks  to  use 
ratio  at  11.0  percent. 

Domestic  production  for  2009/10  was 
reduced  50,000  based  on  lower  Hawaiian 
production.  Beet  production  remained  at 
4,550,000  tons,  Louisiana  remained  at 
1,400,000  tons,  Florida  at  1,750,000  tons  and 
Texas  at  165,000  tons.  Imports  remain  at 
1,807,000  tons,  including  1,232,000  tons 
under  TRQ,  400,000  tons  under  reexport 
programs,  and  165,000  tons  from  Mexico. 
Total  supply  fell  40,000  tons  to  11,034,000 
tons.    Exports  were  unchanged  at  200,000 


tons,  but  deliveries  fell  210,000  tons  to 
10,375,000.  At  a  result,  total  use  is  lowered 
by  210,000  tons  to  10,575,000  tons,  and 
ending  stocks  climbs  to  459,000  tons  from 
289,000  tons  last  month.  The  stocks-to-use 
ratio  is  increased  to  4.3  percent  from  2.7 
percent. 

USDA  decreased  2008/09  Mexican 
domestic  production  in  2008/09  to  5,300,000 
tons  from  5,550,000  tons,  and  again  held 
imports  constant  at  400,000  tons.  Domestic 
use  is  increased  to  5,815,000  tons  from 
5,780,000  tons  last  month,  while  exports  were 
increased  to  1,050,000  tons  from  865,000  tons 
last  month.  Ending  stocks  were  reduced  to 
450,00  tons  from  920,000  tons  last  month.  09/ 
10  production  remains  at  5,550,000  tons,  but 
imports  are  increased  to  870,000  tons  from 
535,000  tons.  Domestic  use  is  lowered  to 
5,540,000  tons  from  5,650,000  tons  and,  with 
exports  steady  at  150,000  tons,  ending  stocks 
are  reduced  to  1,130,000  tons  from  1,155,000 
tons  last  month. 
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"WHEN  QUALITY  REALLY  COUNTS" 


To  Place  an  Order  Call  337-364-2216 


ED&F  Man  Business  Update 

ED&F  Man  concluded  a  transaction  on  May  28,  2009  that  resulted  in  the  bulk  liquid 
storage  and  animal  feed  manufacturing  businesses,  Westway  Group,  Inc.  becoming  a 
publicly  traded  company.  This  includes  the  terminal  assets  in  North  America,  Europe 
and  Asia  in  addition  to  the  animal  feed  manufacturing  sites  in  the  United  States, 
Canada  and  a  joint  venture  in  Australia.  The  total  valuation  for  the  Westway  Group 
was  $342  million.  In  addition  to  receiving  cash  consideration,  ED&F  Man  will  retain  a 
49%  share  holding  in  Westway  Group,  Inc.  ED&F  Man  Liquid  Products  Corporation, 
previously  known  as  Westway  Trading  Corporation,  has  entered  into  a  long-term 
storage  and  molasses  supply  contract  with  Westway  Group,  Inc. 

The  bulk  liquid  storage  and  feed  manufacturing  businesses  were  originally 
developed  from  our  molasses  trading  and  distribution  businesses  more  than  20 
years  ago  on  the  basis  of  the  natural  synergies  that  existed  with  the  respective 
businesses.  With  the  support  of  ED&F  Man  after  their  investment  in  Westway  in 
1992,  these  businesses  enjoyed  substantial  growth.  The  new  structure  will  facilitate 
continued  growth  of  these  businesses  while  still  maintaining  the  synergies  with  our 
molasses  trading  business  and  our  financial  participation  through  our  large  share 
holding. 


Molasses  distribution...  anywhere  in  the 
world,  we've  got  it  covered. 

ED&F  Man  Liquid  Products  is  the  perfect  choice 
worldwide  for  cane  and  beet  molasses  distribution. 

For  service  in  the  Americas  and  Caribbean,  call  (504)  525-9741. 
For  service  in  Europe,  Asia  and  Africa,  call  (011-31)  20-754-0111. 

ED&F 
MAN 


On  The  Farm 

By  Winded  Jackson 


Crop  Report  -  Extreme  Variability 

Rust  2009 

Varieties  for  Planting  or  Not 


As  growers  complete  their  removal  of 
ratty  fields  and  cane  continues  to 
increase  in  height,  the  overall 
appearance  of  this  crop  is  improving  and 
most  growers  are  expecting  a  good  crop. 
However,  from  farm  to  farm,  one  field  to 
another,  one  variety  to  another,  and  from  area 
to  area  there  are  major  differences  in  the  crop. 
Normally  one  would  expect  some  difference, 
but  this  year  the  differences  seem  to  be 
exaggerated  more  than  usual,  making  an 
early  estimation  of  the  state's  yields  for  this 
year's  crop  nearly  impossible. 

Most  areas  of  the  cane  belt  have  received 
adequate  rain  following  fertilization  and  final 
cultivation.  However,  at  the  writing  of  this 
article  on  June  15,  2009,  some  fields  are 
starting  to  show  signs  of  the  lack  of  rain.  In 
the  areas  that  are  lacking  in  rain,  growth  has 
slowed  and  in  a  few  fields,  by  the  late 
afternoon,  leaves  are  starting  to  roll  up.  With 
sufficient  rainfall  during  the  remaining  grand 
growth  stage  (June,  July,  and  August),  the 
crop  can  overcome  most  of  the  shortness  that 
is  found  at  this  time. 


We  are  all  familiar  with  the  variation  in 
the  plant  cane  crop.  Early  planted  cane  is 
top-notch,  while  the  later  planted  cane  that 
suffered  through  a  prolonged  dry  spell  at 
planting  is  still  struggling  to  make  up  its 
population  and  height.  This  variation  in  the 
plant  cane  crop  also  affects  one's  ability  to 
be  clairvoyant. 

Rust  2009 

Rust  (brown)  is  another  variable  that  must 
be  considered  in  estimating  this  year's 
production.  Much  of  the  early  rust  reports 
were  from  the  Teche  area.  These  earlier 
reports  were  from  fields  of  HoCP  96-540  that 
were  planted  early  and  had  very  good  stands. 
As  growing  conditions  improved,  the 
severity  of  rust  in  these  early-infested  fields 
appeared  to  decrease.  With  growth  and 
height,  the  newer  leaves  are  much  less 
speckled  with  rust  pustules.  As  early  rusted 
fields  of  HoCP  96-540  improved,  it  appeared 
that  rust  moved  from  the  540  into  fields  of 
L99-226.  The  severity  of  the  earlier  reported 
rust  in  226  fields  appears  to  be  lessening. 


One  variety  in  which  rust  does  not  appear 
to  be  improving  throughout  the  industry, 
from  the  first  reports  of  rust  until  now,  is  Ho 
95-988.  In  some  cases  988  is  serving  as  a 
"Typhoid  Mary."  This  year  as  in  previous 
years,  once  a  field  of  Ho  95-988  gets  rust, 
the  variety  does  not  outgrow  the  rust  and 
continues  producing  spores  all  year  long. 
This  continuing  production  of  rust  spores 
during  the  grand  growth  stage  acts  as  a 
mutation  factory  producing  all  kinds  of 
spores  that  can  be  blown  by  the  wind  to  other 
fields  of  new  varieties.  At  one  secondary 
station,  a  field  of  L  01-283  first-stubble  is 
located  across  the  road  from  a  severely  rust 
infected  field  of  988.  The  field  of  L  01-283 
is  showing  severe  symptoms  of  rust. 

Rust  appears  to  have  the  ability  to  select 
host  varieties  and  multiply  very  rapidly  in 
an  industry  as  the  percentage  of  a  variety 
increases,  much  as  we  experienced  with  384. 
According  to  the  experts,  in  the  general 
population  of  sugarcane  rust  spores  "floating 
around,"  there  appears  to  be  many  slightly 
genetic  different  variants  of  rust  in  low 
numbers.  When  a  new  variety  is  released, 
the  different  types  of  rust  variance  start  to 
land  on  the  new  variety;  some  variants  will 
thrive  and  some  will  not.  However,  as  the 
new  variety  becomes  more  predominant  and 
the  acreage  increases  the  numbers  of  spores 
adapted  to  that  variety  become  the 
predominant  rust  variant  "floating  around." 
There  appears  to  be  a  sudden  outbreak  of 
rust  in  the  new  variety. 

Here  in  Louisiana  the  breakpoint  appears 
to  be  when  a  new  variety  reaches  the  40% 
(+)  stage.  Based  on  "The  2008  Louisiana 
Sugarcane  Variety  Survey"  printed  in  this 
issue  of  The  Sugar  Bulletin  and  judging 
from  the  belt  wide  rust  infestation  in  HoCP 
96-540  we  are  now  at  that  point.    For  the 


first  few  years,  LCP  85-384  showed 
moderate  infections  of  rust  throughout  the 
industry  and  as  long  as  it  had  the  vigor  and 
the  growing  conditions  were  good,  it  was 
able  to  outgrow  the  rust  and  make  good 
yields.  LCP  85-384  is  no  longer  able  to  do 
so.  What  few  fields  there  are  of  LCP  85- 
384  this  year  indicate  that  there  is  still  plenty 
of  rust  willing  and  able  to  infect  it.  The 
variety  has  seen  its  better  days.  The  question 
is,  should  this  industry  try  to  grow  any  LCP 
85-384,  the  answer  is  no.  The  same  question 
should  be  asked  about  988,  and  once  again 
the  answer  is  no.  If  we  are  to  coexist  with 
rust  (brown  or  orange);  we  must  not  grow 
highly  susceptible  varieties. 

After  a  quick  look  at  a  plant-cane  outfield 
test  located  in  a  heavy  rust  area,  there  is  not 
much  resistance  to  be  found  in  the  new 
releases  or  the  more  advanced  varieties  in 
this  test.  This  means  that  the  industry  must 
live  with  some  susceptibility  in  our  current 
and  future  varieties.  We  must  take  care  to 
extend  the  longevity  of  the  existing  varieties 
that  we  are  now  growing  by  reducing  spore 
pressure  and  keeping  acreage  of  any  one 
variety  relatively  low.  This  is  accomplished 
by  not  planting  varieties  that  are  highly 
susceptible  to  rust  (384/988),  keeping  a 
diverse  variety  picture,  and  the  use  of  labeled 
fungicides  to  reduce  the  impact  of  disease 
on  the  cane  varieties  that  we  are  now 
growing. 

Varieties  for  Planting  or  Not 

"What  varieties  should  be  planted  this 
fall?"  is  the  first  question  I  am  being  asked 
by  most  growers.  At  a  recent  orange  rust 
workshop,  the  mantra  among  those  who  have 
experienced  severe  rust  problems  (both 
brown  and  orange)  for  many  years  was  the 
necessity  to  maintain  an  extremely  diverse 
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variety  make  up  within  an  industry.  Most 
recommended  that  no  variety  should 
occupy  more  than  20%  of  an  industry's  total 
acres.  HoCP  96-540  is  now  at  about  60% 
of  the  states  acreage. 

For  planting  this  fall  there  are  several 
varieties  from  which  the  industry  can 
choose.  This  list  includes  HoCP  96-540,  L 
99-226,  L  99-233,  HoCP  00-950,  and  L  01- 
283.  In  this  issue  of  The  Sugar  Bulletin,  a 
yield  comparison  of  varieties  harvested  for 
2008  is  reported  in  an  accompanying  article 
"A  Report  on  the  2008  Outfield  Variety 
Tests. "  This  article  reports  on  the  yielding 
ability  of  some  of  the  newer  varieties  as 
compared  to  HoCP  96-540.  At  the 
upcoming  Sugarcane  Field  Days,  the  pros 
and  cons  of  all  available  varieties  for 


planting  by  the  industry  will  be  thoroughly 
discussed. 

In  my  list,  I  did  not  include  LCP  85-384, 
Ho  95-988  or  L  97-128  due  to  their  disease 
susceptibility.  All  three  varieties  have  shown 
severe  rust  infestations  this  year,  with  both 
988  and  128  having  many  heavy  smut  infested 
fields.  Some  of  the  varieties  that  the  industry 
will  have  to  grow  may  not  be  ideal  or  give 
maximum  production,  but  they  will  help  hold 
on  until  more  resistance  can  be  incorporated 
into  the  new  varieties  released  to  the  industry 
in  the  future.  The  breeding  program,  as  it  has 
done  in  the  past  with  other  diseases,  will 
overcome  this  industry's  problems  with  rust. 
With  some  time  and  much  effort,  development 
of  new  rust  tolerant/resistant  varieties  will  be 
accomplished. 


Rodney's  Welding  Serv/Ce 

Fabricating  and  Repairing  Sugarcane  Equipment 


780  East  Main  St.,  Lockport,  LA 
Shop:   985-532-5746  Cell:   985-209-1192 


Ourfluids 
make  sugar. 


Ouachita 


New  Iberia,  LA        (337)  367-8233 


Specializing  in 
Cane  Harvester  Repair 

(337)  276-4746  Hm. 
(337)  523-5785  Cell 
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Growi ng  Your 
Bottom  Line 

By  Michael  Salassi,  PhD. 
LSU  AgCenter 


Louisiana  Crop  Lease  Survey  Data 


The  leasing  of  cropland  for  agricultural 
production  is  an  integral  part  of 
farming  today.  In  Louisiana,  the  2007 
Census  of  Agriculture  reported  that  72.5% 
of  farms  with  $100,000  or  more  in  gross 
farm  income  report  some  or  all  of  the 
cropland  on  their  farms  were  leased.  In 
addition,  approximately  87.9%  of  farms  in 
the  state  with  500  or  more  acres  of  harvested 
cropland  leased  some  or  all  of  the  cropland 
on  their  farm. 

In  last  month's  article,  I  presented 
preliminary  results  for  sugarcane  from  a 
crop  lease  survey  recently  conducted  in  the 
state.  This  month's  article  presents  final 
survey  results  for  crops  produced  across 
Louisiana  with  specific  comparisons  to 
sugarcane. 

In  April  of  2009,  agricultural  crop  lease 
surveys  were  mailed  out  to  producers  in  22 
major  agricultural  parishes  in  Louisiana.  A 
total  of  304  useable  survey  responses  were 
returned  containing  lease  data  on  2,267 
separate  crop  leases  covering  380,370 
planted  crop  acreage  for  the  2009  crop  year. 


Statewide  Crop  Survey  Results 

Survey  results  from  across  the  state  over 
a  broad  range  of  major  row  crops  indicated 
that  the  majority  of  agricultural  crop  leases 
in  Louisiana  for  the  2009  crop  year  were 
oral  leases.  Of  the  2,267  crop  leases 
reported  in  the  survey,  1,482  of  them 
(65.4%)  were  oral  leases,  while  785  leases 
(34.6%)  were  reported  as  written  lease 
agreements.  However,  the  majority  of  crop 
acreage  under  lease  in  2009  was  leased 
through  written  crop  leases.  Of  the  380,370 
total  acres  of  leased  cropland  reported  in  the 
survey,  233,966  acres  (61.5%)  were  leased 
utilizing  written  contracts.  An  estimated 
46.0%  of  the  oral  lease  arrangements  were 
multi-year  agreements,  compared  with 
68.9%  of  the  written  lease  agreements  being 
for  more  than  one  crop  year. 

Share  leases  were  the  most  common  type 
of  agricultural  crop  leases  for  both  oral  and 
written  arrangements,  accounting  for  68.4% 
of  total  crop  leases  and  60.9%  of  total  leased 
cropland.  For  oral  crop  leases,  74.1%  of 
the  leases  reported  in  the  survey  were  share 
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arrangements,  compared  with  25.9%  as  cash 
arrangements.  An  estimated  66.7%  of  the 
cropland  leased  under  oral  arrangements  was 
for  a  crop  share.  For  written  crop  leases, 
57.7%  of  the  leases  reported  in  the  survey 
were  share  arrangements,  compared  with 
42.3%  as  cash  arrangements.  Of  the  cropland 
leased  under  written  contracts,  57.4%  of  the 
land  was  rented  for  a  crop  share,  compared 
with  42.6%  rented  on  a  cash  basis. 

Sugarcane  Survey  Results 

Sugarcane  acreage  was  reported  on  1,402 
of  the  lease  arrangements  returned  in  the 
survey.  Of  the  leases  including  sugarcane 
acreage  for  2009,  854  of  them  (60.9%)  were 
oral  leases,  while  548  leases  (39.1%)  were 
reported  as  written.  The  majority  of 
sugarcane  acreage  under  lease  in  2009, 
however,  was  leased  through  written  crop 
leases.  Of  the  126,658  leased  sugarcane 
acreage  reported  in  the  survey,  90,009  acres 
(71.1%)  were  leased  utilizing  written 


agreements.  Only  28.9%  of  the  sugarcane 
acreage  reported  in  the  survey  was  leased 
under  oral  contracts.  An  estimated  57.6% 
of  the  sugarcane  oral  lease  agreements  were 
multi-year  agreements,  compared  with 
70.4%  of  the  written  lease  agreements  for 
sugarcane  being  for  more  than  one  crop  year. 
Share  leases  were  the  most  common  type 
of  sugarcane  crop  leases  for  both  oral  and 
written  lease  arrangements.  An  estimated 
73.9%  of  the  oral  leases  and  86.0%  of  the 
sugarcane  acreage  leased  under  oral 
agreements  were  crop  share  arrangements. 
Crop  share  rental  arrangements  accounted  for 
67.5%  of  written  sugarcane  leases  and  87.3% 
of  sugarcane  acreage  leased  under  written 
agreements.  Average  acres  of  sugarcane  per 
lease  agreement  reported  in  the  survey  were 
23  acres  for  oral-cash  arrangements,  50  acres 
for  oral-share  arrangements,  64  acres  for 
written-cash  arrangements,  and  212  acres  for 
written- share  arrangements. 


Written 

Oral  Cash 

Share  -v 

f      17% 

20%      /T 

Written  A        y/ 

Cash  J  \y 

J  Oral  Share 

15%          \ 

y           48% 

Total  Crop  Lease  Numbers 


Sugarcane  Crop  Lease  Numbers 


Written  Cash 
26% 


Total  Crop  Lease  Acreage 
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SugarTech 


oice  for 
High-Quality  Seedcane 

SugarTech  seedcane  meets  quality  standards  enforced  by  LDAF 
that  can  help  improve  your  cane  production.  Planting  certified 
seedcane  is  your  quickest  route  to  healthier,  full-scale  production. 

Our  seedcane  is  continually  checked  for  diseases  and  is 
produced  under  stringent  quality  control  standards  in  highly 
sanitary  conditions. 

Ask  your  Helena  representative  to  explain  the  advantages  of  the 
SugarTech  system.  Then  go  with  a  certified  source  of  seedcane- 
SugarTech! 


Thibodaux       St.  Martinville 
985-446-5881     337-394-3875 


SugarTech 


New  Roads  Bunkie 

225-638-7056    318-346-6651 


A  View  From  The  Top 


The  new  2009  Austoft  8800  harvester!  The  heart  of  the 

7700  but  with  class  leading  enhancements  in 

harvesting  capacity  and  operator  comfort. 


Electronic  automatic  cutter  height  and  cruise  control 

Data  Logger  which  measures: 

Area  harvested,  time  harvesting,  time  waiting,  fuel 
Consumption,  engine  parameters,  base  cutter  pressure, 
Hydraulic  oil  temp,  etc.  Measurements  are  downloadable 
To  a  USB  memory  stick  for  transfer  to  your  PC. 

Right  hand  console  with  multi-function  handle. 

Left  hand  steer  and  cruise  control.  £|0!& 

Wide  combine  cab  with  standard  training  seatw#i  J^flP* 
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The  2008  Louisiana  Sugarcane  Variety  Survey 

Benjamin  L.  Legendre  and  Kenneth  A.  Gravois 

LSU  Agricultural  Center 

Sugar  Research  Station 

St.  Gabriel,  LA  70776 

Email:   blegendre@agctr.lsu.edu 


Agents  in  each  sugarcane-producing  parish  collected  acreage  figures  by  variety  and 
crop  from  growers  in  their  respective  parishes.  Nine  varieties,  LCP  85-384,  HoCP 
85-845,  HoCP  91-555,  Ho  95-988,  HoCP  96-540,  L  97-128,  L  99-226,  L  99-233 
and  HoCP  00-950  were  listed  along  with  "Others"  in  the  survey.  The  category  of  others 
included,  but  was  not  limited  to,  small  acreages  of  CP  70-321,  LHo  83-153,  CP  89-2143 
and  the  newly  released  variety,  L  01-283.  There  was  also  a  small  acreage  of  L  03-371  on 
the  secondary  stations;  this  variety  is  eligible  for  commercial  release  in  2010.  The  crop 
was  divided  into  four  categories,  which  included  plant-cane,  first-stubble,  second-stubble 
and  third-stubble  and  older  crops.  Additional  information  regarding  parish  acreage  was 
collected  as  needed  from  the  local  and  state  Farm  Service  Agency  (FSA)  offices. 

Total  State  and  Regional  Acreage.  Actual  area  planted  to  sugarcane  included  in  this 
survey  for  each  parish,  region  and  the  statewide  total  are  shown  in  Table  1 .  Statewide,  the 
area  planted  to  sugarcane  in  2008  was  417,329  acres  according  to  state  USDA-FSA  records 
(Cooper,  personal  communications).  However,  391,026  acres  were  included  in  the  survey. 
In  2008,  according  to  information  received  from  county  agents  included  in  the  Louisiana 
State  University  Agricultural  Center's  Ag  Summary,  sugarcane  was  grown  on  401,435  acres 
(a  decrease  of  17,498  acres  or  4.2%  when  compared  to  the  2007  crop).  The  2008  crop  was 
produced  by  526  producers  (a  decrease  of  83  producers  or  13.6%;  this  is  the  largest  decrease 
in  the  number  of  producers  in  recent  years.)  in  23  Louisiana  parishes  (counties).  An  estimated 
375,342  acres  (a  decrease  of  16,360  acres  or  4.2%)  were  available  for  harvest  for  sugar, 
assuming  6.5%  of  the  total  acres  were  used  for  seed  cane  purposes.  The  actual  acreage  for 
harvest  may  be  slightly  lower  because,  undoubtedly,  more  cane  was  needed  for  seed  due  to 
the  lodged  condition  of  the  crop  at  planting  as  a  result  of  two  hurricanes  (Gustav  and  Ike) 
that  affected  the  industry  in  2008.  Further,  many  producers  had  to  plant  "billets"  as  they 
were  unable  to  plant  the  crooked,  whole  stalks.  The  use  of  billets  means  a  decrease  in  the 
planting  ratio  resulting  in  the  need  for  more  seed  cane  per  acre. 

Sugarcane  Distribution  by  Variety  and  Crop.  The  estimated  statewide  sugarcane  acreage 
in  percent  by  variety  and  crop  is  shown  in  Table  2.  The  leading  variety  for  2008  was  HoCP 
96-540  with  44%  of  the  total  area  planted  to  this  variety.  This  is  the  first  time  since  1998 
that  a  variety  other  than  LCP  85-384  held  the  lead  spot.  However,  LCP  85-384  held  on  to 
the  second  spot  with  22%  of  the  planted  area  followed  by  L  97-128,  Ho  95-988  and  L  99- 
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226  with  17%,  5%  and  5%,  respectively.  All  other  varieties  in  the  survey  had  each  2%  or 
less  of  the  planted  area  for  2008. 

LCP  85-384  and  HoCP  91-555  are  listed  as  two  of  the  older  varieties,  having  been  released 
to  the  industry  in  1993  and  1999,  respectively  (Legendre  2001).  The  acreage  of  LCP  85- 
384  continued  to  decrease  with  only  1%  of  the  plant-cane  area  while  the  acreage  planted  to 
HoCP  96-540  and  L  97-128  continued  to  increase  with  52%  and  19%  of  the  plant-cane 
area,  respectively,  following  closely  by  L  99-226  with  12%  of  the  plant  cane  area.  Growers, 
concerned  with  the  decline  in  yield  of  LCP  85-384,  have  switched  to  other  varieties,  namely 
HoCP  96-540,  L  97-128  and  L  99-226.  They  have  continued  to  plough  out  much  of  their 
older  stubble  of  LCP  85-384  in  order  to  plant  the  newer  varieties.  Other  options  for  2008 
were  Ho  95-988  and  L  99-233  (each  with  6%  of  the  plant  cane  acreage).  The  new  variety, 
HoCP  00-950,  released  to  the  industry  in  the  fall  of  2007,  was  planted  on  1%  of  the  plant 
cane  acreage  in  2008.  Another  new  variety,  L  01-283,  was  released  for  commercial  planting 
in  2008;  however,  there  was  only  limited  seed  cane  available  for  planting  in  2008. 

The  majority  of  the  Louisiana  sugarcane  crop  has  been  harvested  by  cane  combines 
since  2000  when  over  70%  of  the  crop  was  planted  to  LCP  85-384  (Legendre  &  Gravois 
2008),  presumably  to  take  advantage  of  the  variety's  superior  yield  potential.  However, 
with  the  lower  yields  experienced  since  2003,  especially  in  the  older  stubble  crops,  many 
growers,  especially  in  the  Bayou  Teche  region,  have  switched  back  to  the  whole-stalk 
"soldier"  system  for  harvesting  their  crop.  This  is  mainly  due  to  the  lower  costs  of  operating 
the  whole-stalk  system,  especially  in  low  yielding  fields.  Further,  the  newer  varieties,  with 
the  possible  exceptions  of  Ho  95-988  and  L  99-233,  generally  have  better  harvesting 
characteristics,  i.e.  less  tendency  to  lodge  and  less  brittle,  which  lend  themselves  for  harvest 
by  the  whole-stalk  system. 


Table  1.  Total  area  planted  to  sugarcane  in  Louisiana  by  region  and  parish  (county), 
2008. 
Bayou  Teche  region       River-Bayou  Lafourche  region  Northern  region 


Parish 

Acres 

Parish 

Acres 

Parish 

Acres 

Acadia 

1,500 

Ascension 

14,603 

Avoyelles 
Evangeline 

8,954 
NAR 

Calcasieu 

2,279 

Assumption 

39,115 

Pointe  Coupee 

30,790 

Cameron 

NAR 

Iberia 

56,166 

Iberville 

32,510 

Rapides 

7,096 

Jeff  Davis 

4,134 

Lafourche 

28,899 

St.  Landry 

6,192 

Lafayette 

12,088 

St.  Charles 

1,564 

W.  Baton  Rouge 

13,969 

St.  Martin 

30,930 

St.  James 

23,881 

St.  Mary 

29,794 

St.  John 

8,560 

Vermilion 

28,161 

Terrebonne 

9,841 

Total 

165,052 

Total 

158,973 

Total 

67,001 

Total  all  regions:   391,026 

1  Acreage  based  on  information  obtained  in  variety  surveys  from  21  parishes  by  the 
county  agents  in  2008 


NAR  =  No  acres  reported  for  parish 


is 


Table  2.  Estimated  statewide  sugarcane  acreage  percentage  by  variety  and  crop,  all 
regions,  2008. l 


Plant- 

First- 

Second- 

Third- stubble 

Total 

Variety 

cane 

stubble 

stubble 

and  older 

% 

LCP  85-384 

1 

7 

45 

71 

22 

HoCP  85-845 

1 

1 

2 

3 

1 

HoCP  91-555 

<1         | 

<1 

2 

6 

2 

Ho  95-988 

6 

7 

4 

1 

5 

HoCP  96-540 

52 

53 

35 

13 

44 

L 97-128 

19 

26 

11 

4 

17 

L  99-226 

12 

3 

<1 

<1 

5 

L  99-233 

6 

2 

<1 

<1 

2 

HoCP  00-950 

2 

<1 

<1 

0 

1 

Other 

1 

1 

1 

2 

1 

Total  acres 

121,826 

124,747 

105,189 

39,264 

391,026 

Percent  of  total  crop 

31.2 

31.9 

26.9 

10.0 

1  Based  on  information  obtained  in  variety  surveys  from  21  parishes  by  county  agents  in 
2008 


Sugarcane  Distribution  by  Region  and  Crop.  With  the  prominence  of  LCP  85-384,  there 
had  been  a  trend  to  plant  less  cane  each  year  and  keep  more  acres  in  older  stubble  crops. 
Because  of  the  poor  performance  of  LCP  85-384,  especially  in  the  older  stubble  crops,  that 
trend  changed  in  2004  and  continued  into  2008  when  more  acres  were  replanted  in  all 
regions  than  had  been  reported  in  previous  years  (Table  3).  In  2008,  31.2%  of  the  state's 
iacreage  was  in  the  plant-cane  crop  while  only  10.0%  in  the  third  and  older  stubble  crops. 
As  recently  as  2003,  the  acreage  in  second  and  older  stubble  was  over  50%  of  the  total 
iacreage;  now  it  is  only  36.9%. 

For  the  current  survey,  the  Northern  region,  which  has  routinely  kept  older  stubble,  had 
only  10.8%  in  third  and  older  stubble  in  2008  compared  to  14.3%  and  22.0%  in  2007  and 
2006,  respectively  (Table  3).  The  percentage  in  plant  cane  increased  from  27.6%  in  2006 
to  33.3%  in  2008.  The  River-Bayou  Lafourche  region  tends  to  plant  more  cane  each  year, 
with  less  of  its  area  devoted  to  stubble  crops.  In  this  region,  there  was  only  10.1%  of  the 
acreage  in  third-  and  older  stubble  crops  and  30.0%  in  the  plant-cane  crop  in  2008.  The 
trend  for  less  stubble  and  more  plant  cane  was  also  evident  for  the  Bayou  Teche  region;  the 
amount  of  older  stubble  decreased  from  15.6%  in  2006  to  10.0%  in  2007  to  9.7%  in  2008 
while  plant  cane  increased  from  29.7%  in  2006  to  31.0%  in  2007  to  31.3%  in  2008. 
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Table  3.  Estimated  sugarcane  distribution  by  region  and 

crop,  2008. l 

Crop 

Bayou  Teche 

River-Bayou 
Lafourche 

Northern 

State 
Total 

Plant-cane 

Area  (acres) 

51,710 

47,785 

22,331 

121,826 

Percent  (%) 

31.3 

30.0 

33.3 

31.2 

First-stubble 

Area  (acres) 

53,466 

49,838 

21,443 

124,747 

Percent  (%) 

32.4 

31.4 

32.0 

31.9 

Second-stubble 

Area  (acres) 

43,849 

45,325 

16,015 

105,189 

Percent  (%) 

26.6 

28.5 

23.9 

26.9 

Third-stubble  &  older 

Area  (acres) 

16,027 

16,025 

7,212 

39,264 

Percent  (%) 

9.7 

10.1 

10.8 

10.0 

Total  area  (acres) 

165,052 

158,973 

67,001 

391,026 

Percent  (%) 

42.2 

40.7 

17.1 

1  Based  on  information  obtained  in  variety  surveys  from  21  parishes  by  county  agents  in 
2008 

Sugarcane  Distribution  by  Variety  and  Crop  for  the  Three  Regions.  HoCP  96-540  is 
now  the  leading  variety  in  the  plant  and  first-stubble  crops  for  all  regions  in  2008  while 
LCP  85-384  leads  the  way  in  the  second-  and  third-  and  older  stubble  crops  (Data  not 
shown).  HoCP  96-540  lead  the  way  in  planted  acreage  with  56%,  48%,  and  51%  of  the 
plant-cane  crop  in  the  Bayou  Teche,  River-Bayou  Lafourche,  and  Northern  regions, 
respectively.  The  percentages  for  LCP  85-384  in  the  plant-cane  crop  for  the  three  regions 
dropped  to  1%,  2%  and  <1%,  respectively.  There  was  also  a  significant  planting  of  both  L 
97-128  and  L  99-226  in  all  regions.  The  popularity  of  the  older  varieties,  namely  HoCP  85- 
845  and  HoCP  91-555,  continued  to  loose  favor  by  growers  in  all  regions.  The  area  planted 
to  the  variety,  Ho  95-988,  remained  rather  constant  in  2008  when  compared  to  2007  while 
growers  increased  plantings  of  L  99-233  in  all  regions.  Growers  also  increased  the  planting 
of  HoCP  00-950  to  the  extent  of  their  limited  seed  cane  supply. 

Variety  Trends.  For  the  fourth  consecutive  year,  the  total  acreage  planted  to  LCP  85-384 
decreased  from  the  previous  year  (Table  4).  LCP  85-384  reached  its  maximum  utilization 
in  2004  when  91%  of  the  Louisiana  acreage  was  planted  to  this  variety.  The  one-year 
change  for  LCP  85-384  between  2007  and  2008  was  24  percentage  points.  Prior  to  the 
release  of  LCP  85-384,  CP  70-32 1  was  the  leading  variety  that  peaked  in  1995  with  49%  of 
the  planted  area  of  the  state.  Only  one  other  variety,  CP  65-357,  released  in  1973,  reached 
more  than  70%  of  the  total  acreage  in  the  state  with  a  high  of  71%  in  1980.  HoCP  96-540, 
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released  for  commercial  planting  in  2003,  now  occupies  44%  of  the  state's  acreage,  an 
increase  of  13  percentage  points  between  2007  and  2008.  The  acreage  of  Ho  95-988, 
released  in  2004,  increased  only  1  percentage  point  while  the  increase  in  acreage  of  L  97- 
128,  L  99-226  and  L  99-233  was  5%,  4%,  and  2%  percentage  points,  respectively.  According 
to  Blackwelder  et  al.  (2008),  all  newer  varieties  are  generally  superior  to  LCP  85-384  in 
yield  of  sugar  per  acre  throughout  the  crop  cycle.  Ho  95-988  has  good  stubbling  ability; 
HoCP  96-540  has  excellent  yield  of  cane  and  sugar  per  acre;  and,  L  97-128  has  early,  high 
sucrose  content  to  go  along  with  its  early  maturity  classification.  Ho  95-988  is  classified  as 
resistant  to  mosaic  and  leaf  scald  and  moderately  susceptible  to  smut  and  susceptible  to 
brown  rust  and  the  sugarcane  borer.  It  was  reported  that  Ho  95-988  had  a  high  percentage 
of  broken  stalks  following  Hurricane  Gustav  in  2008.  HoCP  96-540  is  classified  as  resistant 
to  smut  and  mosaic,  moderately  resistant  to  rust  and  leaf  scald  and  moderately  susceptible 
to  the  sugarcane  borer.  However,  more  rust  has  been  seen  in  HoCP  56-540  in  recent  years 
and  its  resistance  may  break  down  as  the  area  planted  to  the  variety  increases  (as  was  the 
case  with  LCP  85-384).  The  yield  of  sugar  per  acre  for  HoCP  96-540  appears  to  diminish 
with  older  stubble  crops,  and  for  2007,  its  yield  in  sugar  per  acre  was  less  than  most  varieties 
in  the  test  (Blackwelder  et  al.  2008).  L  97-128  is  classified  as  resistant  to  mosaic,  moderately 
resistant  to  leaf  scald  and  rust,  moderately  susceptible  to  smut  and  susceptible  to  the  sugarcane 
borer.  However,  it  now  appears  that  L  97-128  is  more  susceptible  to  smut  than  first  thought 
which  might  have  limited  its  acceptance  by  growers.  All  three  varieties  are  more  erect  than 
LCP  85-384;  hence,  losses  associated  with  mechanical  harvesting  should  be  less  when 
compared  to  LCP  85-384. 

L  99-226  and  L  99-233,  with  superior  yield  of  both  cane  and  sugar  per  acre  were  released 
to  the  industry  in  2006.  Both  varieties  have  adequate  resistance  to  the  major  disease 
complexes  with  L  99-226  exhibiting  an  added  attribute  of  having  some  resistance  to  the 
sugarcane  borer.  Many  producers  have  planted  these  two  varieties  to  significant  acreages 
for  2008.  HoCP  00-950  was  released  for  commercial  planting  in  2007  and  is  expected  to 
gaintavor  with  growers  in  the  future  because  of  its  superior  yields  of  both  sugar  per  ton  of 
cane  and  per  acre.  During  its  development  phase,  HoCP  00-950  had  the  highest  level  of 
sugar  per  ton  of  cane.  In  addition,  it  is  one  of  the  earliest  maturing  varieties  ever  released 
for  commercial  planting  in  Louisiana.  However,  following  the  two  hurricanes  that  occurred 
during  the  summer  of  2008,  it  was  noted  that  there  was  a  large  percentage  of  broken  tops  in 
HoCP  00-950.  L  01-283  was  released  for  commercial  planting  in  2008  with  great 
expectations.  It  has  superior  yield  of  tons  cane  per  acre  and  sugar  per  ton  of  cane  and  per 
acre.  L  01-283  is  early  maturing  and  is  generally  erect  and  well  suited  to  both  whole-stalk 
and  combine  harvesting  systems.  With  the  exception  of  ratoon  stunting  disease,  it  is  generally 
resistant  to  all  major  diseases  affecting  sugarcane  and  L  01-283  has  exhibited  resistance  to 
the  sugarcane  borer.  To  date,  the  clean  seed  companies  have  been  generally  unsuccessful  in 
using  tissue  culture  to  micropropagate  L  01-283.  Even  with  vegetative  propagation,  it 
exhibits  an  unacceptable  high  level  of  naturally  occurring  variants  (off-types).  With  the 
availability  of  seven  new  varieties  since  2003  and  the  potential  release  of  more  promising 
experimental  clones  on  the  horizon,  the  Louisiana  sugarcane  industry  should  have  a  more 
balanced  mix  of  varieties. 
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Table  4.  Louisiana  sugarcane  variety  trends,  by  variety  and  years,  all  regions,  2004-2008 ' 


Area  planted  to  sugarcane  by  variety  and  years  (%) 

Variety 

2004 

2005 

2006 

2007 

2008 

1  yr. 

Change2 

LCP  85-384 

91 

89 

73 

46 

22 

-24 

HoCP  85-845 

3 

2 

1 

2 

1 

-1 

HoCP  91-555 

3 

4 

5 

3 

2 

-1 

Ho  95-988 

<1 

<1 

2 

4 

5 

+  1 

HoCP  96-540 

1 

3 

14 

31 

44 

+13 

L 97-128 

<1 

1 

4 

12 

17 

+5 

L  99-226 

0 

0 

0 

1 

5 

+4 

L  99-233 

0 

0 

0 

<1 

2 

+2 

HoCP  00-950 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

+  1 

Others 

<1 

<1 

<1 

1 

1 

NC 

Totals 

100 

100 

100 

100 

100 

1  Based  on  annual  variety  surveys  from  21  parishes  by  county  agents,  2004-2008 

2  NC  =  no  change 
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Outfield  variety  tests  are  conducted  each  year  on  grower  farms,  representing  different 
regions  and  soils  of  the  Louisiana  sugarcane  industry.  These  tests  are  conducted 
during  the  final  three  years  of  the  12  year  Louisiana  sugarcane  variety  improvement 
program.  This  report  is  a  summary  of  the  yield  performance  of  the  commercial  and 
experimental  sugarcane  varieties  harvested  in  the  outfield  variety  tests  during  2008. 

Outfield  tests  are  planted,  harvested,  and  evaluated  cooperatively  by  the  Agricultural 
Research  Service  of  the  United  States  Department  of  Agriculture,  Louisiana  State  University 
Agricultural  Center,  and  the  American  Sugar  Cane  League. 

In  2008,  22  outfield  tests  were  mechanically  harvested  at  10  locations  throughout  the 
sugarcane  belt  (Table  1).  Two  additional  tests  were  harvested  in  early  January  2009.  These 
tests  were  on  sugarcane  farms  with  typical  soils  for  that  region.  The  planting  date,  harvest 
date(s),  soil  type  and  region  for  each  outfield  test  location  are  also  presented  in  this  table. 

Sugarcane  varieties  at  each  location  were  planted  in  a  randomized  complete  block  design 
with  three  replications  of  each  variety.  The  plot  size  was  two  rows  that  were  50  feet  long 
with  a  5-foot  alley  between  each  plot.  Eight  commercial  varieties,  HoCP  96-540,  LCP  85 
384,  Ho  95  988,  L  97-128,  L  99-226,  L  99-233,  HoCP  00-950,  and  L  01  283  (released  for 
commercial  production  in  2008),  were  evaluated  at  nine  locations  in  plant  cane,  eight 
locations  in  first  stubble,  and  five  locations  in  second-stubble.  Nine  commercial  varieties 
(the  previous  plus  HoCP  91-555)  were  evaluated  at  two  locations  in  third  stubble.  The 
experimental  variety  L  03  371,  which  is  eligible  for  release  in  2010,  was  included  in  the 
plant-cane  and  first-stubble  tests.  Another  experimental  variety,  HoCP  04-838,  was  included 
in  the  plant-cane  tests  only  and  the  experimental  variety  L  01-299  was  included  in  third- 
stubble  tests  only. 

Cane  was  harvested  using  chopper  harvesters  provided  by  the  grower  at  each  test  location 
and  yield  (tons  cane/acre)  was  measured  using  a  three-ton  capacity,  single-axlerhigh-dump 
weigh  wagon  equipped  with  electronic  load  cells  to  record  cane  weight  from  each  plot. 
Cane  quality  was  determined  from  10-stalk  samples  that  were  randomly  cut  from  each  plot 
prior  to  harvesting.  These  whole  stalk  samples  were  weighed  to  determine  average  stalk 
weight  and  then  crushed  with  a  3-roller  mill  to  obtain  juice  for  quality  analysis.  From  this 
analysis,  theoretical  recoverable  sugar  per  ton  of  cane  (lbs/ton)  was  estimated  from  the 
Brix  and  pol  values  obtained  for  each  sample  (4).  The  yield  of  sugar  per  acre  (lbs/acre)  was 
estimated  as  the  product  of  tons  of  cane  per  acre  and  sugar  per  ton  of  cane.  Yield  data  for 
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Table  1.  Planting 

and  harvest  dates, 

soil  types  and  reg 

ions,  for  ten  outfield  locations 

during  2008. 

Location 

Plant- 

-cane 

First-stubble 

Second-stubble 

Third-stubble 

Harvest 

Planted 

Harvest 

Planted 

Harvest 

Planted 

Harvest 

Planted 

2008 

2007 

2008 

2006 

2008 

2005 

2008 

2004 

Light  Soil 

Alma  3 

11/20 

10/22 

11/20 

09/21 

10/29 

09/16 

** 

09/20 

Bon  Secour  l 

12/17 

9/6 

12/18 

09/26 

11/3 

09/08 

11/3 

09/08 

Brunswick  3 

11/21 

9/15 

* 

* 

* 

Glenwood  ' 

12/4 

9/12 

12/4 

08/16 

** 

09/13 

12/4 

09/10 

Lanaux  l 

12/2 

9/11 

11/6 

08/29 

11/6 

09/14 

** 

08/25 

Levert-St.  John2 

11/17 

9/19 

** 

09/09 

** 

09/09 

** 

08/26 

R.  Hebert 2 

11/19 

9/27 

11/19 

09/12 

11/14 

09/12 

** 

09/13 

Heavy  Soil 

Allain  2 

1/5  4 

10/5 

1/5  4 

10/04 

** 

09/21 

** 

09/01 

Al  Landry  l 

** 

8/27 

11/11 

08/23 

** 

09/15 

** 

09/09 

Magnolia  l 

11/24 

9/7 

11/24 

10/10 

11/24 

10/06 

** 

09/10 

Mary  * 

** 

9/20 

* 

* 

* 

Shadyside  2 

** 

9/28 

* 

* 

* 

No  test  planted  at 
No  test  harvested 


this  location, 
at  this  location. 


1  Mississippi  River/Bayou  Lafourche  region 

2  Bayou  Teche  region 

3  Northern  region 
4Harvestedin2009. 


each  crop,  combined  across  soil  types  and  locations,  are  found  in  Table  2.  Additional 
references  on  the  procedures  used  for  data  collection  and  preparation  is  given  at  the  end  of 
this  report  (1,2,3). 

Data  were  analyzed  using  the  PROC  MIXED  procedure  in  SAS  (ver.  9.1).  Least  square 
means  were  estimated  and  separated  using  the  PDIFF  option  where  a  probability  level  of  d" 
0.05  was  considered  significant.  In  2008,  HoCP  96-540  occupied  44  percent  of  the  Louisiana 
sugarcane  (5),  and  was  used  as  the  standard  for  comparisons.  Varieties  that  had  statistically 
higher  or  lower  values  than  HoCP  96-540  are  followed  by  a  "+"  or  "-",  respectively. 

Strong  winds  from  Hurricane  Gustav  caused  the  sugarcane  in  the  outfield  tests  to  become 
severely  lodged.  Fortunately,  the  dry  fall  weather  made  for  excellent  harvesting  conditions. 
Unfortunately,  some  of  the  outfield  tests  planted  in  the  fall  of  2008  suffered  from  the  extended 
dry  conditions.  In  the  plant-cane  and  first-stubble  tests,  LCP  85-384,  Ho  95-988,  and  L  97- 
1 28,  had  significantly  less  sugar  per  acre  than  HoCP  96-540.  Low  cane  yield  was  the  main 
factor  that  decreased  sugar  per  acre.  L  99-226  and  HoCP  00-950  continued  to  have 
significantly  higher  sugar  per  ton  than  HoCP  96-540  in  the  plant-cane  through  second- 
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Table  2.  Combined  analysis  of  outfield  tests  for  plant-cane  through  third-stubble  crops 

on  lig 

ht  and  heavy  soil  locations  during 

2008. 

Variety 

Sugar/Acre 

Tons/Acre 

Sugar/Ton 

Stalk  weight 

Population 

(lbs) 

(tons) 

(lbs) 

(lbs) 

(no./acre) 

Plant-cane 

crop  at  nine 

locations 

LCP  85-384 

6459  - 

22.6  - 

285 

1.97   - 

23389 

Ho  95-988 

7060  - 

25.7   - 

274    - 

2.18   - 

23876 

HoCP  96-540 

9081 

31.7 

285 

2.67 

24145 

L 97-128 

8265  - 

29.5 

280 

2.58 

23034 

L  99-226 

9222 

31.2 

296  + 

2.86  + 

22123 

L  99-233 

8645 

32.0 

270    - 

2.03   - 

32148  + 

HoCP  00-950 

8738 

29.3 

300  + 

2.15   - 

27629  + 

L  01-283 

8831 

30.6 

289 

2.27   - 

27535  + 

L  03-371 

9185 

30.6 

299  + 

2.46  - 

25192 

HoCP  04-838 

8959 

31.8 

281 

2.26  - 

28540  + 

First-stubble  crop  at  eight  locations 

LCP  85-384 

6160  - 

21.6  - 

285 

1.59  - 

28227 

Ho  95-988 

7131  - 

25.0  - 

286 

1.99 

25532 

HoCP  96-540 

8422 

29.0 

291 

2.05 

29075 

L 97-128 

7433  - 

25.8  - 

289 

2.10 

24359  - 

|           L  99-226 

8592 

28.4 

303   + 

2.55  + 

22818  - 

L  99-233 

7864 

27.9 

283 

1.69  - 

33668  + 

!    HoCP  00-950 

8061 

26.5 

306  + 

1.85   - 

28796 

L  01-283 

8227 

28.0 

296 

1.77   - 

31811 

!           L  03-371 

8326 

28.0 

297 

2.07 

27318 

Second-stubble  crop  at  five  locations 

LCP  85-384 

6524 

23.0 

282 

1.43   - 

33142 

Ho  95-988 

6830 

24.1 

282 

1.64  - 

29756 

HoCP  96-540 

7660 

26.9 

285 

1.90 

28882 

I           L 97-128 

7559 

26.7 

284 

1.99 

26668 

L  99-226 

7933 

26.5 

301   + 

2.21  + 

23966 

L  99-233 

8413 

30.4 

277 

1.63   - 

38155  + 

HoCP  00-950 

7861 

26.4 

300  + 

1.64  - 

32648 

L  01-283 

7874 

27.5 

287 

1.70 

33067 

Third-stubble  crop  at  two  locations 

LCP  85-384 

5902 

20.5 

289 

1.35   - 

30436 

HoCP  91-555 

6430 

21.7 

297 

1.32  - 

33552  + 

Ho  95-988 

6424 

22.6 

283 

1.52 

29955 

HoCP  96-540 

5243 

18.1 

288 

1.65 

22304 

I            L 97-128 

7439  + 

24.7  + 

300 

1.82 

27868 

L  99-226 

8186  + 

26.6  + 

308 

2.06  + 

25836 

L  99-233 

8191  + 

29.1  + 

282 

1.48 

39659  + 

HoCP  00-950 

8014  + 

25.3  + 

317 

1.64 

31190  + 

L  01-283 

8694  + 

27.7  + 

313 

1.43 

39131  + 

L  01-299 

9088  + 

31.1  + 

291 

1.59 

39547  + 

'+/-'    Variety  was  significantly  higher/lower  than  HoCP  96-540. 
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stubble  crops. 

L  03-371,  harvested  in  plant-cane  and  first-stubble  in  2008,  was  similar  in  sugar  per  acre 
and  cane  yield  compared  to  HoCP  96-540.  In  the  plant-cane  test,  L  03-371  yielded 
significantly  higher  sugar  per  ton  of  cane  than  HoCP  96-540.  HoCP  04-838,  the  only  other 
active  experimental  variety  in  the  outfield  plant-cane  tests  in  2008,  was  equal  to  HoCP  96- 
540  in  sugar  per  acre,  tons  of  cane  per  acre,  and  sugar  per  ton  of  cane. 

In  the  third-stubble  tests,  HoCP  9 1-555  and  L  01-299  (an  experimental  variety  dropped 
from  the  program  because  of  smut  and  erratic  plant  cane  stands)  were  also  harvested. 
Third-stubble  tests  were  harvested  at  two  light-soil  locations  in  2008.  Six  varieties,  L  97- 
128,  L  99-226,  L  99-233,  HoCP  00-950,  L  01-283,  and  L  01-299,  yielded  significantly 
higher  than  HoCP  96-540  in  sugar  per  acre  and  tons  of  cane  per  acre. 
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Sweet  crop. 


Sweet  financing. 

Growing  and  milling  sugarcane  is  a  specialized  business.  That's  why  you  need  a  financial 
partner  who  understands  the  sugar  industry  One  who  offers  wise  lending  built  on  years 
of  experience  in  the  field. 

For  more  than  80  years,  we've  been  helping  sugarcane  growers  just  like  you,  whether  it's 
to  purchase  or  refinance  cane  property,  finance  capital  equipment  or  build  or  improve 
facilities. 

For  a  financial  partner  who  works  as  hard  as  you  do,  call  the  folks  at  die  Louisiana  Land 
Bank.  We'll  help  you  finance  a  sweet  deal. 
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A  Tale  of  Two  Borers* 

Bill  White1,  Collins  Kimbeng2,  Marvellous  Zhou2  and  Jorge  da  Silva3 

1USDA,  ARS  Sugarcane  Research  Laboratory,  Houma,  LA 

2School  of  Plant,  Environmental  and  Soil  Sciences,  Louisiana  State 

University,  Baton  Rouge,  LA 

3Syngenta  Crop  Protection,  Sao  Paulo,  SP  Brazil 

Formally,  Texas  Agricultural  Experiment  Station,  Texas  A&M  University, 

Weslaco,  TX 


/was  the  best  of  times,  it  was  the  worst  of  times  . . . 
Our  old  nemesis,  the  sugarcane  borer,  is  being  effectively  managed.  Although  still 
damaging  our  fields,  in  2008,  less  than  50%  of  our  acreage  required  an  application  of 
insecticide  to  prevent  economic  loss  from  occurring.  Unfortunately,  an  emerging  nemesis, 
the  Mexican  rice  borer,  was  at  last  found  in  our  state.  Two  specimens  were  collected  in 
pheromone  traps  on  December  15,  2008,  near  two  rice  fields  northwest  of  Vinton.  Where  as 
in  Charles  Dickens',  'A  Tale  of  Two  Cities',  the  two  main  protagonists  were  studies  in 
contrast;  we  propose  that  in  our  story,  although  extremes  in  behavior  do  exit,  our  two 
protagonists  have  important  similarities.  And  it  is  because  of  these  similarities  our  story 
too,  can  have  a  positive  ending. 

Conceptually  there  are  important  dissimilarities  in  the  behavior  of  the  two  stem  borer 
species  (Figure  1).  The  Mexican  rice  borer  (MRB)  is  a  pest  of  stressed  cane,  while  the 
sugarcane  borer  (SCB)  is  a  pest  of  actively  growing  sugarcane.  This  contrast  in  behavior 
would  suggest  that  it  would  be  impossible  to  select  simultaneously  for  resistance  to  both 
species  and  therefore,  we  must  immediately  begin  the  long  process  towards  developing 
resistant  varieties  to  this  new  pest. 


SCB 


Stress 


Figure  1.  Relationship  of  the  sugarcane  borer  (SCB)  and  the  Mexican  rice  borer  (MRB)  to 
increasing  levels  of  plant  stress. 
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However,  Ring  and  Browning  (Texas  A&M  University)  reported  the  following  for  MRB: 
1)  first  instar  larvae  move  up  the  stalk  to  green  leaf  sheaths  and  begin  feeding;  2)  older 
internodes  are  less  severely  attacked  than  younger  internodes;  3)  increasing  hardness  of  the 
rind  and  reduced  availability  of  nutrients  may  account  for  this;  and  4)  pest  management 
decisions  should  be  based  on  estimates  of  larval  densities  in  leaf  sheath  and  internode  age 
distribution.  For  those  that  practice  sugarcane  borer  pest  management,  does  this  list  have 
an  air  of  familiarity?  We  propose  that  due  to  similarities  in  larval  feeding  behavior  of  the 
two  species,  selecting  for  resistance  to  one  species  will  obtain  resistance  to  the  other,  i.e. 
cross  resistance.  Cross  resistance  would  benefit  both  the  Louisiana  and  Texas  sugarcane 
breeding  programs  as  it  would  eliminate  the  need  for  maintaining  dual  breeding  strategies 
to  develop  resistance  to  both  species. 

While  searching  for  markers  associated  with  Mexican  rice  borer  resistance,  we  had  the 
opportunity  to  evaluate  80  sugarcane  varieties  for  the  response  to  not  only  the  Mexican  rice 
borer,  but  also  the  sugarcane  borer.  Because  of  the  structure  of  the  varieties  chosen  for  this 
marker  work,  we  were  also  presented  with  an  opportunity  to  evaluate  for  cross  resistance. 
The  cane  was  planted  in  2005  on  the  SRS  Farm  near  Santa  Rosa,  Texas.  The  field  design 
was  a  randomized  complete  block  with  four  replications.  Individual  plots  were  single  rows, 
20  ft.  long.  Thirty  varieties  were  from  Louisiana,  representing  both  commercial  varieties 
and  varieties  from  our  RSB  (recurrent  selection  for  borer  resistance)  program.  The  Louisiana 
population  therefore  represented  sugarcane  borer  susceptible  and  resistant  varieties.  The 
other  50  varieties  were  from  the  Texas  A&M  University  sugarcane  breeding  program  (2002 
breeding  series;  stage  4)  and  their  resistance  status  to  either  stem  borer  was  unknown  and 
therefore  represented  a  random  population.  Data  were  collected  from  both  the  plant-cane 
crop  and  the  first-stubble  crop.  The  data,  percent  borer-damaged  internodes,  were  computed 
as  the  ratio  of  the  bored  internodes  per  plot  to  the  total  number  of  internodes  per  plot, 
expressed  as  a  percentage.  We  used  two  contrasts  in  tunneling  behavior  to  distinguish  between 
the  MRB  and  SCB  when  making  bored  internode  counts.  First,  the  SCB  primarily  makes 
longitudinal  tunnels  in  internodes,  whereas  the  MRB  often  bores  around  and  across  the 
internode  causing  transverse  tunnels.  Second,  the  MRB  larvae  maintain  closed  tunnels  by 
plugging  the  traversed  area  with  frass;  the  SCB  does  not.  Our  objective  was  to  analyze  the 
strength  of  the  association  for  percent  borer-damaged  internodes  between  the  two  pests 
using  a  series  of  statistical  procedures. 

In  our  first  analysis  we  found  that  the  Mexican  rice  borer  was  not  surprisingly  the  dominate 
species  encountered  during  our  study.  Moreover,  even  though  Louisiana  varieties  had  never 
been  screened  against  the  Mexican  rice  borer,  those  LA  varieties  identified  as  resistant  to 
the  sugarcane  borer  were  also  significantly  less  bored  by  the  Mexican  rice  borer  than  those 
identified  as  susceptible  to  the  sugarcane  borer.  In  a  second  analysis  we  saw  that  the  factors 
that  influence  the  percent  borer-damaged  internodes  were  similar  for  the  sugarcane  borer 
and  the  Mexican  rice  borer;  further  evidence  for  cross  resistance. 

Our  final  analysis  looked  at  what  varietal  traits,  such  as  plant  population,  were  associated 
with  resistance  to  both  the  SCB  and  MRB.  This  interpretation  is  based  on  the  odds  of  insect 
damage  occurring  in  one  population  relative  to  another.  Louisiana  varieties  previously 
selected  for  resistance  to  the  sugarcane  borer  were  40%  less  likely  to  incur  Mexican  rice 
borer  damage  and  50%  less  likely  to  incur  sugarcane  borer  damage  compared  to  susceptible 
varieties.  Or,  if  one  considers  all  80  varieties,  then  sugarcane  borer  resistant  varieties  were 
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32%  less  likely  to  incur  Mexican  rice  borer  damage  and  61%  less  likely  to  incur  sugarcane 
borer  damage  than  their  susceptible  counterparts.  All  of  our  results  suggest  that  the  sugarcane 
borer  resistance  status  of  a  variety  would  be  useful  as  a  predictive  tool  in  determining  how 
it  reacts  when  exposed  to  infestation  by  the  Mexican  rice  borer.  Or,  cross  resistance  exists 
between  the  sugarcane  borer  and  the  Mexican  rice  borer. 

In  concluding  our  story  'A  Tale  of  Two  Borers',  we  end  by  considering  other  similarities 
with  Dickens  classic  novel,  'ATale  of  Two  Cities'.  The  two  stories  share  important  themes 
with  one  another.  First,  both  stories  share  a  theme  of  darkness  and  light.  With  the  darkness 
there  is  uncertainty,  fear  and  peril.  We  are  uncertain  as  to  how  significant  a  pest  the  Mexican 
rice  borer  will  become  and  we  fear  if  we  will  be  able  toeffectively  and  economically  control 
the  insect.  However,  we  also  share  the  theme  of  resurrection,  that  is  the  belief  that  we  can 
succeed  in  managing  the  Mexican  rice  borer.  But  sacrifice  may  be  necessary  to  achieve 
success.  Consultants  may  have  to  spend  more  time  in  grower  fields  (at  least  initially)  to 
gain  experience  in  timing  of  insecticide  applications,  but  they  will  quickly  get  up  that 
learning  curve.  The  Louisiana  variety  program  may  have  to  sacrifice  sugar  levels  (at  least 
initially)  to  gain  the  levels  of  resistance  needed  to  effectively  manage  the  Mexican  rice 
borer.  However,  it  seems  that  the  work  we  have  done  in  developing  resistance  to  the  sugarcane 
borer  will  assist  us  in  more  quickly  getting  resistant  varieties  out  to  the  grower.  Finally,  we 
will  intensify  our  research  on  other  aspects  of  controlling  the  Mexican  rice  borer.  Research 
on  insecticide  efficacy  will  identify  better  insecticides.  Research  on  ecology  of  the  pest 
will  help  in  devising  area-wide  control 
strategies.  The  importation  of  beneficial 
insects  will  more  quickly  establish 
biological  agents  needed  to  assist  in  the 
season-long  control  of  the  Mexican  rice 
borer. 

*The  basis  for  this  popular  article  is  the 
following  manuscript  being  prepared  for 
submission  to  Crop  Science:  A  case  for  cross 
resistance  for  the  Mexican  rice  borer  and 
the  sugarcane  borer  (Lepidoptera: 
Crambidae)  by:  M.M.  Zhou,  J.A.  da  Silva, 
C.A.  Kimbeng  and  W.H.  White. 
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Mechanical  Planter  Update: 
2007  Bayou  Teche  Test:   Plant  Cane  Results 


H.  Waguespack,  Jr.1,  W.  Jackson1,  N.  Blackwelder1 
R.  Viator2,  M.  Salassi3, 
1American  Sugar  Cane  League,  Thibodaux,  LA 
2USDA-  ARS  Sugarcane  Research  Lab,  Houma,  LA 
3LSU  Agricultural  Center,  Baton  Rouge,  LA 


This  report  will  provide  additional  information  from  the  mechanical  planter  project, 
funded  through  the  Farm  Machinery  committee  of  the  American  Sugar  Cane  League 
in  2007.  The  project  included  modifications  to  an  8  ft.  x  24  ft.  front-end  drum 
planter  owned  by  Domingues  Farms,  Erath,  LA.  The  planter  modification  work  was 
completed  by  Mr.  David  Louviere,  Loreauville,  LA. 

To  test  the  modifications,  a  replicated  field  trial  was  planted  on  August  25,  2007  in 
cooperation  with  Domingues  Farms,  Erath,  LA  using  HoCP  96-540.  Five  replications  of 
three  different  planter  modifications  were  compared  to  a  hand  planted  control  treatment. 
Table  1  summarizes  the  treatments  identified  as  Unmodified,  Partially  Modified,  Modified 
and  Hand  Planter.  The  Unmodified  planter  was  a  standard  8  ft.  x  28  ft.  front-end,  drum 
planter  with  slats  on  the  floor.  As  the  name  of  the  treatment  implies,  no  modifications  were 
done  to  this  planter.  The  Partially  Modified  planter  was  an  8  ft.  x  24  ft.  front-end,  drum 
planter  with  slats  on  the  floor.  This  planter  was  raised  10  inches  and  the  discharge  chute 
was  extended  to  help  direct  cane  into  the  furrow.  The  Modified  planter  had  four  major 
changes  that  included:  (1)  raising  the  entire  planter  10  inches  to  allow  for  better  seed  cane 
placement  and  to  help  alleviate  tall  seed  cane  getting  caught  or  bending  before  being  placed 
in  the  row.  (2)  extending  the  discharge  chute  to  help  direct  the  cane  into  the  furrow.  (3) 
installing  a  5 -foot  diameter,  open-drum,  to  replace  the  smaller  4-foot  diameter  closed  drum 
on  the  planter.  (4)  installing  a  rubber  belt  with  raised  cleats  to  replace  the  metal  slats  along 
the  bottom  of  the  planter  floor  allowing  the  drum  to  be  closer  to  the  planter  floor. 


Table  1.  Summary  of  modifications  to  mechanical  planters  included  in  Bayou  Teche 
Planter  Test  planted  on  August  25,  2007. 


Treatment 

Wagon 

Drum  Size/Type 

Slats  /  Belt 

Chute 

Height 

Unmodified 

8  ft.  x  28  ft. 

4  ft.  closed 

Slats 

standard 

standard 

Part.  Modified 

8  ft.  x  24  ft. 

4  ft.  closed 

Slats 

extended 

extended 

Modified 

8  ft.  x  24  ft. 

5  ft.  open 

Rubber  belt 

extended 

extended 

Hand  Planter 

10  ft.  x  24  ft. 

N/A 

N/A 

N/A 

N/A 
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Each  planter  treatment  was  assigned  to  2-row  plots  across  the  field  in  a  randomized 
block  design.  The  planters  were  allowed  to  plant  the  entire  length  of  the  field,  but  plots  that 
were  2  rows  x  800  ft.  were  used  for  data  collection.  The  testing  protocol  was  designed  to 
measure  planter  performance  and  uniformity  of  seed  cane  distribution.  Planter  performance 
was  measured  by  recording  the  amount  of  time  it  took  each  planter  to  complete  their  task. 
Only  the  planting  time  (not  the  loading  time)  was  recorded.  The  amount  (tons)  of  seed  cane 
used  to  plant  the  test  was  determined  by  weighing  the  planter  wagons  before  and  after  they 
were  loaded  with  cane.  Once  the  total  row  length  planted  by  each  planter  was  recorded, 
these  numbers  were  used  to  calculate  the  tons  of  seed  cane  used  per  acre.  Planting  uniformity 
was  determined  after  the  plots  were  planted.  The  numbers  of  stalks  in  each  row  were 
counted  at  every  72.6  ft.  intervals  (l/100th  of  an  acre)  along  each  row.  Gaps  and  piles  were 
recorded  for  each  plot.  Gaps  were  defined  as  any  unplanted  place  in  the  field  greater  than 
three  feet  long.  Piles  were  defined  as  any  place  in  the  field  with  more  than  ten  stalks.  After 
recording  the  planter  performance  data,  the  rows  were  covered  without  fixing  the  piles  and 
gaps. 

As  demonstrated  in  table  2,  the  Unmodified  planter  and  the  Partially  Modified  planter 
used  3.1  and  3.9  tons  (respectively)  more  seed  cane  per  acre  than  the  Hand  planted  rate  of 
three  stalks  with  a  10%  overlap.  The  Modified  planter  only  used  1  ton  more  than  the  Hand 
planted  rate  in  this  test.  The  information  on  piles  and  gaps  helps  to  explain  why  the 
Unmodified  and  Partially  Modified  mechanical  planters  used  more  seed  cane  and  why  the 
Modified  planter  compared  favorably  to  the  Hand  planted  rate.  While  all  the  mechanical 
planters  delivered  more  piles  than  the  Hand  planters,  the  Unmodified  and  Partially  Modified 
planters  put  out  roughly  twice  as  many  piles  as  the  Modified  planter;  thus,  using  more  seed 
cane.  Although  the  Unmodified  and  Modified  planters  left  roughly  twice  as  many  gaps  as 
the  Partially  Modified  planter,  the  number  of  gaps  was  not  considered  excessive  for  any 
planter. 

Table  2.  2007  Bayou  Teche  planter  performance  test  results  with  variety  HoCP  96-540 


Bayou  Teche 
Planter  2007 

Seed  Cane 
(tons/ac.) 

Piles  * 
(>  10  stalks) 

Pile 
size 

Gaps* 
(>3ft.) 

Avg.  Gap 
Length  (ft.) 

Unmodified 

8.5  a 

27.5 

15.0 

2.2 

4.7 

Part.  Modified 

9.3  a 

24.0 

15.8 

1.2 

4.8 

Modified 

6.4  b 

12.0 

13.5 

2.5 

3.6 

Hand  Planter 

5.4  b 

0.0 

0.0 

0.0 

0.0 

*Piles  and  gaps  per  1000  row  feet 

The  economic  comparison  shown  in  Table  3  was  prepared  with  the  assistance  of  Dr. 
Mike  Salassi,  LSU  Dept.  of  Agricultural  Economics  &  Agribusiness.  The  mechanical 
planters  completed  their  task  approximately  3  times  faster  than  the  Hand  planter  with 
substantially  less  labor.  No  row- walkers  were  used  to  fix  cane  after  the  mechanical  planters 
so  this  cost  was  not  included  in  the  analysis.  While  the  highest  cost  for  the  Hand  planting 
operation  was  labor,  the  highest  cost  for  the  mechanical  planters  was  the  additional  seed 
cane  used.  This  analysis  used  the  hand  planted  rate  of  seedcane  as  the  target  rate  since  this 
treatment  had  the  most  control  of  seedcane  used.  It  is  logical  that  any  additional  seed  cane 
used  by  the  mechanical  planters  (over  the  Hand  planted  rate)  could  be  sent  to  the  mill  and 
is  therefore  a  missed  opportunity  cost  (missed/lost  revenue).  The  analysis  showed  that  the 
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cost  of  labor,  fuel  and  seed  for  the  Unmodified  and  Partially  Modified  planters  were 
substantially  higher  than  the  Hand  planted  control,  but  the  Modified  planter  had  the  lowest 
total  cost  of  all  planting  treatments  in  this  test. 


Table  3.  Economic  comparison  of  planting  methods  used  in  2007  Bayou  Teche  planter 
test  with  variety  HoCP  96-540. 


Bayou  Teche 
Planter  2007  * 

Plant  rate 
(hr/ac) 

Labor 

($/ac) 

Fuel 

($/ac) 

Additional 
Seed  cost 

Combined  Cost 

($/ac) 

Unmodified 

0.33 

$3.17 

$4.95 

$63.98 

$72.10 

Part.  Modified 

0.26 

$2.50 

$3.90 

$80.50 

$86.90 

Modified 

0.28 

$2.67 

$4.20 

$20.64 

$27.51 

Hand  Planter 

0.91 

$37.86 

$2.73 

$0.00 

$40.59 

*Tractor  driver  @  $9.60/hr,  planter  crew  @  $8.00/hr,  fuel  @  5  gal/hr  (hand  @  1  gal/hr). 
diesel  @  $3.00/gal,  sugar  @  .20/lb,  215  lb.  sugar/ton,  1/5  land  rent,  mill  @  40%. 


The  plant  cane  test  was  harvested  on  December  5, 2008  with  a  two-row  combine  harvester. 
Cane  yield  (tons  cane/acre)  was  measured  using  a  three-ton  capacity,  single-axle,  high- 
dump  weigh  wagon  equipped  with  electronic  load  cells  to  record  cane  weight  from  each 
plot.  The  plant  cane  yields  along  with  an  economic  analysis  are  reported  in  table  4.  The 
Modified  planter  yielded  significantly  more  than  the  Unmodified  planter  and  Hand  planter 
treatments,  but  not  significantly  different  from  the  Partially  Modified  planter. 

The  economic  analysis  compared  the  mechanical  planter  treatments  to  the  Hand  planted 
control.  The  revenue  generated  by  the  plant  cane  yield  was  considered  as  well  as  the 
combined  planting  costs.  While  each  mechanical  planter  treatment  generated  more  revenue 
than  the  Hand  planted  control  treatment,  the  Unmodified  and  Partially  Modified  treatments 
did  not  generate  enough  revenue  to  offset  the  extra  planting  expenses  incurred  due  to  a 
higher  seeding  rate.  The  Partially  Modified  planter  yielded  1 .6  tons  more  and  the  Unmodified 
planter  yielded  0.6  tons  more  than  the  Hand  planted  control.  The  Modified  planter  yielded 
2  tons  more  than  the  Hand  planted  treatment  and  generated  the  most  net  revenue  in  the 
plant  cane  crop.  This  planter  treatment  had  the  least  planting  expense  thus  generated  the 
most  net  returns  compared  to  the  Hand  planted  control  treatment. 

Table  4.  Plant  Cane  Yield  recorded  in  2007  Bayou  Teche  Planter  Test  with  variety  HoCP 
96-540  and  an  economic  analysis  compared  to  the  hand  planted  check. 


Treatment 

Yield 
(tons/acre) 

Change  in 
Revenue  * 

Change  in 
Expense* 

Change  in  Net 
Revenue* 

Unmodified 

37.3  be 

$12.38 

$31.51 

($19.13) 

Part.  Modified 

38.3  ab 

$33.02 

$46.31 

($13.29) 

Modified 

38.7  a 

$41.28 

($13.08) 

$54.36 

Hand  Planter 

36.7  c 

$0.00 

$0.00 

$0.00 

^Revenue  after  harvest  and  expenses  after  planting  in  comparison  to  hand  planted  check, 
assume  sugar  @. 20/lb,  215  lb.  sugar/ton,  1/5  land  rent,  mill  @  40%  (1  ton  =  $20.64) 
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Your  Trust  Is  Important  To  Us 

Confidence  and  trust  in  a  financial  institution 

is  something  that  is  earned. 

It  starts  with  employees  who  are  knowledgeable,  qualified 

and  dedicated  to  providing  good  service. 

At  First  South  Farm  Credit,  ACA 

your  trust  is  important  to  us. 


> 


Kenneth  Guillory 

New  Iberia 
(337)364-0217 


Dean  Martin 

Thibodaux 
(985)  446-9450 


First  South 
Farm  Credit,  ACA 


Agricultural  Lender 

Give  us  a  call! 


$6 
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Homemade  2-row  Loader  for  sale  - 
$10,000  -  Price  negotiable  (ready  to 
sell).  Contact  Bret  Frederick  at  337- 
229-6607  home  or  337-207-2420 
cell. 

7400  JD  Tractor  -  $28,500;  4400  JD 
Hi-Crop  -  $14,300;  Hi  Ball  Sprayer 

-  $8,000;  Transloader  -  $12,000; 
8870  JD  Tractor  -  $55,000;  16  ft. 
Gooseneck  Trailer  w/1000  gal.  fuel 
tank  -  $2,000;  JD  Chisel  Plow,  16  ft. 

-  $2,000;  10  ft.  JD  3  Point  Chopper  - 
$1,000;  3-row  Hyd.  Shaver  -  $2,000. 
Other  Farm  Implements.  Call  985- 
637-7123,  985-805-0495  or  985- 
709-4383. 

M  &  W  18  ft.  Do- All  -  $600;  Int'l 
15  ft.  Field  Cultivator  -  $600; 
Cameco  Trandem  Cane  Wagon  - 
$400;  (2)  Rear  Drum  Cane  Planters 
$400  each;  (2)  Planters'  Aids  -  $300 
each;  (3)  500  Gallon  Tanks  on 
Wheels  -  Make  Offer;  48  ft.  Drop 
Deck  Trailer  -  $6,000.  Call  John  at 
225-717-0296. 
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Try  the  Classifieds  in 

The  Sugar  Bulletin  - 

It  Really  Works!!! 


go 

natural. 


www.sugar.org 


THE  SUGAR  BUHEXIN 


The  mission  of  the  American  Sugar  Cane  League  is  to  sustain  success  through  effective 
research,  positive  legislation,  public  relations/promotion,  and  education. 
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Up  Front 
With  The  League 

by  Jim  Simon 


Contact  Committee  Meeting 

Hurricane  Recovery  Grant  and  Loan  Program 

The  Hand  That  Feeds  U.S. 


On  June  24,  the  American  Sugar  Cane 
League  held  its  Annual  Contact 
Committee  Meeting.  This  year's 
event  was  very  well  attended  with 
producers,  processors,  researchers  and  other 
industry  supporters  eager  to  hear  what  the 
program  had  to  offer. 

Economist  Jack  Roney,  of  the  American 
Sugar  Alliance,  provided  an  excellent 
presentation  on  the  outlook  for  sugar  prices 
as  we  move  into  the  new  crop.  Everyone 
left  the  meeting  feeling  good  about  what 
Jack  had  to  say,  as  his  outlook  is  quite  bullish 
for  sugar  prices.  As  of  this  writing  raw 
sugar  prices  for  September  are  hovering 
around  23.3  cents  per  pound. 

USDA  is  projecting  tight  supplies  in 
2009/10,  but  they  assume  imports  from 
Mexico  of  a  mere  165,000  tons.  By  the  end 
of  this  year  Mexico  is  expected  to  send  the 
United  States  1.3  million  tons  of  sugar  and 
many  market  experts  doubt  the  steep  decline 
of  Mexican  imports  predicted  by  USDA  for 
next  year. 


We  have  cautioned  USDA  of  the  dangers 
of  increasing  imports  just  when  beet  and 
cane  crops  are  coming  in  and  domestic 
supplies  are  at  their  peak.  As  Jack  Roney 
noted,  "With  chronic  oversupply  during  the 
early  part  of  the  year,  any  tightness  next  year 
would  not  emerge  until  the  summer.  USDA 
would  have  adequate  time  to  prevent  any 
possible  tightness  through  an  import-quota 
increase,  if  necessary,  on  or  after  April  1, 
2010."  After  April  1  of  each  year  USDA  is 
provided  with  an  opportunity  to  increase 
imports  if  the  market  is  deemed  to  be  under 
supplied. 

Hurricane  Recovery  Grant  and  Loan 
Program 

The  Louisiana  Department  of  Agriculture 
and  Forestry  (LDAF),  the  Louisiana 
Recovery  Authority  (LRA)  and  the 
Louisiana  Office  of  Community 
Development  (OCD)  developed  the 
Louisiana  Farm  and  Agribusiness  Recovery 
Grant  and  Loan  Program.  The  program 


provides  assistance  to  Louisiana  agricultural 
producers  and  agribusinesses  that  suffered 
damages  from  hurricanes  Gustav  and  Ike. 

Louisiana's  cane  farmers  may  qualify  for 
this  program  if  storm  related  losses  were 
incurred.  These  losses  could  have  resulted 
from  plant  cane  failures,  yield  losses  or 
damage  to  movable  equipment.  To  find  out 
more  about  the  program  call  the  Louisiana 
Agricultural  Finance  Authority  at  225-922- 
1277.  The  application  deadline  is  August  21, 
2008  at  5:00 

The  Hand  That  Feeds  U.S. 

It's  no  secret  that  urban 
news  outlets  have  been 
critical  of  farmers  and  farm 
policy  in  recent  years — 
much  of  it  a  direct  result  of 
an       aggressive       spin 


The  Hand  That 

Feeds  US. 


campaign  by  a  handful  of  well-heeled  and 
vocal  opponents. 

Ironically,  the  same  farmers  who  are 
being  attacked  for  being  "giant 
agribusinesses"  lack  the  resources  to 
defend  themselves.  That's  why  many  ag 
groups  have  pooled  their  resources 
together  to  jointly  fund  a  program  to  build 
better  relationships  with  big-city  reporters. 

The  American  Sugar  Cane  League 
through  its  affiliation  with  the  American 
Sugar  Alliance — along  with  colleagues 
from  the  peanut,  rice,  cotton,  corn, 
sorghum,  and  ethanol  industries — 
recently  kicked  off  a  campaign  called  The 
Hand  That  Feeds  U.S.  to  answer 
agriculture's  critics  and  explain  why 
farmers  and  farm  policy  are  so  important 
to  the  nation's  future.  To  learn  more  about 
this  effort  look  up  this  website. 


PRO  AG 


PRODUCERS  Ag  FINANCE,  Inc. 

2595  Hwy  1  Thibodaux,  LA  70301 
985-526-0500         985-526-0505  Fax 
cd.proag@charterinternet.com 


Committed  to  Customer  Success 


Lines  of  Credit  Agribusiness  Loans 

Real  Estate  Loans        Equipment  Loans 
Refinance  /  Restructure 

Apply  by  phone,  fax  or  email 
Contact  Craig  DeGravelle 


FOR  SALE! 


CANEMASTER 
TWO-ROW  CANE  CULTIVATOR 
SLIGHLTY  USED  -  $11,500.00 

CALL  ' 

TONY  PRADO 
956.636.1411 
EXT.  220 


HEARNE 

PLANTER  VALVES 

FOR  INFO  CALL 
DAVID  HEARNE 

337-942-8180 


AUSTOFT  8800 

THE  MOST  ADVANCED  SUGAR  HARVESTER 
EVER  BUILT.  COME  SEE  THE  DIFFERENCE 


ALL  NEW  8800  SERIES  AUSTOFT 


AGRICULTURE 


Lemann's 


THE  ONLY  FULL  LINE  CASE  IH-AUSTOFT  DEALER 

IN  LOUISIANA-FROM  START  TO  FINISH  WE  CAN 

SATISFY  ALL  YOUR  EQUIPMENT  NEEDS.  SERVING 

THE  SUGAR  BELT  SINCE  1836 

225-473-7927 


Sweet  crop. 
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Sweet  financing. 

Growing  and  milling  sugarcane  is  a  specialized  business.  That's  why  you  need  a  financial 
partner  who  understands  the  sugar  industry.  One  who  offers  wise  lending  built  on  years 
of  experience  in  the  field. 

For  more  than  80  years,  we've  been  helping  sugarcane  growers  just  like  you,  whether  it's 
to  purchase  or  refinance  cane  property,  finance  capital  equipment  or  build  or  improve 
facilities. 

For  a  financial  partner  who  works  as  hard  as  you  do,  call  the  folks  at  the  Louisiana  Land 
Bank.  We'll  help  you  finance  a  sweet  deal. 


JrtufunuL 

LAND  BANK 

l-O  /  /  -04o-LyVND  Call  now  for  information,  or  to  apply 
for  a  loan  to  buy,  build,  improve  or  refinance.  You  can  also  visit  us  at 

mni:  louisiunulandbank.com. 
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Washington  Update 

By  Jack  Pettus 


ASA  Updates  Vilsack  on  Supplies 

House  Passes  Energy  Legislation 

Senate  Appropriators  Complete  Agricultural  Spending  Measure 

USDA  WASDE  July  Report  on  US  Sugar  Supply  and  Use 


The  American  Sugar  Alliance  in  early 
July  advised  the  Secretary  that 
supplies  remained  adequate  in  the 
U.S.  market.  The  cane  refining  sector  has 
adequate  supplies  and  is  running  at  much  less 
than  full  capacity  to  meet  current  demand, 
while  beet  processors  report  an  abundance 
of  refined  sugar  available  to  the  market. 
Loans  for  the  current  cane  crop  will  be 
coming  due  over  the  next  few  weeks  and  the 
domestic  harvest  season  will  commence  in 
both  segments  of  the  industry  within  that 
same  timeframe.  The  cumulative  effect 
should  be,  and  has  historically  been,  a  short- 
term  over-supply  situation  through  the 
spring.  As  per  the  2008  farm  bill,  the 
Secretary  can  reassess  the  market  situation 
each  year  after  April  1  and  increase  supplies 
if  needed.  The  industry  also  noted  that  the 
department  has  consistently  underestimated 
Mexican  exports  to  the  U.S.  in  the  current 
marketing  year.  Low  preliminary 
projections  of  potential  Mexican  exports  in 
the  coming  year  may  prove  equally  suspect. 
We  will  continue  to  encourage 
improvements  in  the  department's  ability  to 


assess  the  actual  market  situation  in  the  US 
and  Mexico. 

House  Passes  Energy  Legislation 

The  US  House  of  Representatives  passed 
the  climate  change/energy  bill  despite  the 
opposition  of  the  entire  Louisiana  delegation 
and  many  freshmen  Democrats.  The  cap  & 
trade  provision,  creating  tradable  carbon  use 
credits  and  reducing  the  level  use  credits  over 
time,  is  the  most  controversial  portion  of  the 
bill.  The  question  of  who  gets  credits  and 
how  much  has  been  the  subject  of  much 
attention,  though  the  "cap  &  tax"  arguments 
by  dissenters  has  certainly  shared  center 
stage  and  will  continue  to  do  so.  Agriculture 
Chairman  Collin  Peterson  was  able  to  secure 
changes  to  the  bill  before  final  passage,  but 
production  agriculture  is  still  virtually  left 
out  of  the  carbon  credit  package.  We  and 
other  ag  groups  are  calling  on  the  Senate  to 
create  a  niche  for  production  agriculture  as 
they  fashion  their  own  energy  measure. 

The  legislation  requires  electric  utilities 
to  meet  20%  of  their  electricity  demand 
through  renewable  energy  sources  and 


energy  efficiency  by  2020.  Other  key 
provisions,  excerpted  from  the  energy 
committee  summary,  include: 

-  $190  billion  investment  in  new  clean 
energy  technologies  and  energy 
efficiency,  including  energy  efficiency 
and  renewable  energy  ($90  billion  in  new 
investments  by  2025),  carbon  capture  and 
sequestration  ($60  billion),  electric  and 
other  advanced  technology  vehicles  ($20 
billion),  and  basic  scientific  research  and 
development  ($20  billion). 

-  Mandates  new  energy-saving  standards 
for  buildings,  appliances,  and  industry. 

-  Reduces  carbon  emissions  from  major 
U.S.  sources  by  17%  by  2020  and  over 
80%  by  2050  compared  to  2005  levels. 
Complementary  measures  in  the 
legislation,  such  as  investments  in 
preventing  tropical  deforestation,  will 
achieve  significant  additional  reductions 
in  carbon  emissions. 

-  Protects  consumers  from  energy  price 
increases.  According  to  recent  analyses 
from  the  Congressional  Budget  Office 
and  the  Environmental  Protection 
Agency,  the  legislation  will  cost  each 
household  less  than  50  cents  per  day  in 
2020  (not  including  energy  efficiency 
savings). 

After  completion  of  the  energy  bill,  the 
Energy  and  Commerce  Committee  reported 
a  food  safety  bill  out  of  committee  that 
includes  many  changes  requested  by  the 
agricultural  community.  Again,  we  will  be 
working  in  the  Senate  for  a  more  farmer- 
friendly  version.  The  Committee  will  now 
begin  work  on  a  $1  trillion  healthcare  reform 
measure  that  was  unveiled  in  mid-July,  with 
a  goal  toward  completion  of  the  process 
before  August.  In  the  Senate,  the  Finance 
Committee  and  the  Health,  Education,  Labor 
and  Pensions  Committee  are  working  on 
separate  pieces  of  a  package  that  they  hope 
to  approve  in  September. 


Senate  Appropriators  Complete 
Agricultural  Spending  Measure 

The  Senate  appropriations  package 
approved  in  committee  in  early  July  includes 
$2  million  in  construction  funding  for  the 
ARS  sugarcane  research  laboratory  near 
Houma  (the  House  package  contains  $3.6 
million  for  that  purpose).  Because  the 
energy  and  healthcare  legislation  will  require 
so  much  floor  time  and  legislative  attention 
over  the  coming  weeks,  congressional 
leaders  are  beginning  to  prepare  for  the 
likelihood  that  the  annual  appropriations 
process  will  not  be  completed  by  the 
beginning  of  the  fiscal  year  (October  1).  For 
the  same  reason,  the  prospects  of  completing 
action  on  a  transportation  bill  by  September, 
when  the  current  authorization  expires,  are 
fading  fast. 

USDA  WASDE  July  Report  on  US 
Sugar  Supply  and  Use 

USDA  released  its  July  World  Agricultural 
Supply  and  Demand  Estimates  (WASDE) 
report  for  sugar  supply  and  use.  USD  As 
2008/09  production  was  reduced  to 
7,471,000  tons  (raw  value)  from  7,581,000 
tons,  reflecting  a  110,000  ton  reduction  in 
beet  production  to  4,150,000  tons,  Louisiana 
production  was  unchanged  at  1,400,000  tons. 
Imports  were  increased  by  110,000  tons  to 
3,041,000  tons,  with  Mexican  imports  rising 
by  150,000  tons  to  1,300,000  tons  and  TRQ 
imports  falling  by  40,000  tons  to  1,431,000 
tons.  Total  supply  was  unchanged  at 
12,172,000  tons.  Exports  were  unchanged 
at  130,000  tons,  but  deliveries  were 
increased  to  10,940,000  tons  from 
10,840,000  tons,  resulting  in  total  use  rising 
to  11,070,000  tons  from  10,970,000  tons. 
Ending  stocks  are  down  to  1,102,00  tons 
from  1, 192,000  tons,  which  lowers  the  stocks 
to  use  ratio  to  10  percent  from  1 1 .0  percent 
last  month. 


Domestic  production  for  2009/10  was 
unchanged  at  8,025,000  tons,  with  beet 
production  rising  100,000  tons  to  4,650,000 
tons  and  Florida  cane  production  falling  by 
a  like  amount  to  1,650,000  tons.  Louisiana 
remained  at  1,400,000  tons.  Imports  remain 
at  1,807,000  tons,  including  1,232,000  tons 
under  TRQ,  400,000  tons  under  reexport 
programs,  and  165,000  tons  from  Mexico. 
The  lower  beginning  stocks  caused  total 
supply  to  fall  to  10,934,000  tons.  Exports 
and  deliveries  were  unchanged  at  200,000 
tons  and  10,375,000  tons,  respectively, 
leaving  total  use  unchanged  at  10,575,000 
tons.  Ending  stocks  for  September  2010  fell 
to  359,000  tons  from  459,000  tons  last 
month,  which  reduced  the  stocks-to-use  ratio 
to  3.4  percent  from  4.3  percent  in  June. 

USDA  decreased  2008/09  Mexican 
domestic  production  to  5,260,000  tons  from 
5,300,000  tons  in  June,  then  cut  domestic 


use  to  5,675,000  tons  from  5,815,000  tons 
last  month  and  exports  were  increased  to 
1,180,000  tons  from  1,050,000  tons  last 
month.  Ending  stocks  were  reduced  to 
420,000  tons  from  450,00  tons  last  month. 
09/10  production,  imports,  use  and  exports 
were  unchanged,  resulting  in  a  reduction  of 
ending  stocks  to  1,100,000  tons  from 
1,130,000  tons  last  month. 
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Thibodaux,  LA 
(985)  447-4081 


New  Roads,  LA 
(225)  638-6343 


First  South  Farm  Credit,  ACA 
Agricultural  Lender 


Your  Trust  is  Important  To  Us 

Confidence  and  trust  in  a  financial  institution  is  something  that  is  earned, 
it  starts  with  employees  who  are  knowledgeable,  qualified  and 

dedicated  to  providing  good  service. 
At  First  South  Farm  Credit,  ACA,  your  trust  is  important  to  us. 


Michele  Simoneaux  Dean  Martin 

Give  us  a  call  in  Thibodaux! 


Donna  Booty 

(985)  446-9450 


A  View  From  The  Top 


The  new  2009  Austoft  8800  harvester!  The  heart  of  the 

7700  but  with  class  leading  enhancements  in 

harvesting  capacity  and  operator  comfort. 


Electronic  automatic  cutter  height  and  cruise  control 

Data  Logger  which  measures: 

Area  harvested,  time  harvesting,  time  waiting,  fuel 
Consumption,  engine  parameters,  base  cutter  pressure, 
Hydraulic  oil  temp,  etc.  Measurements  are  downloadable 
To  a  USB  memory  stick  for  transfer  to  your  PC. 

Right  hand  console  with  multi-function  handle. 

Left  hand  steer  and  cruise  control.  £&*& 

Wide  combine  cab  with  standard  training  seat.  ^  fcftP* 

£51 
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On  The  Farm 

By  Windell  Jackson 


Crop  Report 

Anticipating  Planting 

Rust 


At  the  writing  of  this  article  on  July  14, 
2009,  nearly  all  of  the  industry  has 
received  enough  rain  to  jumpstart  the 
crop.  Much  of  the  industry  went  without  rain 
for  six  weeks  or  more,  accumulating  a  deficit 
of  about  12  inches.  Two  weeks  or  so 
following  industry  wide  rains,  growth  rate 
measurements  at  both  the  AgCenter's  Iberia 
Station  and  the  USDA's  Ardoyne  Farm  have 
surged  greatly.  Both  stations  are  reporting, 
for  commercial  varieties,  rates  of  growth  that 
equal  1  inch  per  day.  The  Iberia  station, 
whose  sugarcane  growth  measurements  are 
taken  from  plots  on  heavy  soil,  reported  for 
the  week  ending  July  1 ,  2009  that  the  growth 
measurements  for  plant-cane  HoCP  96-540, 
L  99-226,  and  L  01-283  were  1.53,  2.18,  and 
2.30  inches  per  week  respectively.  The 
following  week,  after  a  couple  of  rains, 
growth  rate  for  the  same  plots  were  8.83, 
10.76,  and  9.93  inches  per  week  respectively. 
Additionally,  the  height  measurements  at 
Houma  would  suggest  that  the  height  of  HoCP 
96-540  plant-cane  are  shorter  this  year  than 
for  the  average  of  the  previous  five  years. 
However,  even  this  late  into  the  growing 
season,  there  is  still  not  a  good  correlation 
between  height  and  the  outcome  (tonnage)  of 
the  crop. 


Anticipating  Planting 

As  the  last  week  of  July  approaches  and  with 
a  somewhat  shorter  than  average  crop,  growers 
who  traditionally  start  planting  in  July  insist 
that  if  field  conditions  allow,  they  will  start 
their  plantings  as  they  have  done  in  previous 
years.  Fresh  in  the  memory  of  many  are  the 
disappointments  in  a  good  segment  of  this 
year's  plant-cane  crop.  Much  of  the  cane  that 
was  planted  after  Hurricane  Ike  and  during  the 
extended  dry  weather  that  followed  will  not 
produce  a  good  yielding  crop  in  2009.  Many 
growers  hope  to  avoid  this  possibility  by 
planting  as  early  as  possible  this  year. 

In    a   discussion    on    suggestions    for 

improving  plant-cane  stands,  Dr.  Ryan  Viator, 

USDA-ARS,  Sugarcane  Research  Lab, 

Houma,  LA  provided  the  following  comments 

regarding  planting  practices: 

•    Following  proper  planting  practices  is  the 

best  way  to  achieve  optimal  yields  over  the 

complete  cane  cycle  because  sugarcane  has 

limited  compensatory  ability  for  gaps 

greater  than  3  ft.  Yield  losses  associated 

with  large  gaps  in  a  plant-cane  crop 

continue  into  the  subsequent  first-  and 

second-ratoon  crops,  but  the  greatest  yield 

reduction  occurs  in  the  plant-cane  crop. 

Research  conducted  over  the  last  ten  years 


with  multiple  varieties  indicated  a  10% 

reduction  in  sugar  yields  for  every  month 

past  August  that  cane  planting  is  delayed. 

This  reduction  in  yield  was  often  caused 

by  gaps  that  sometimes  persisted  into  the 

ratoon    crops    causing    ratoon    yield 

reductions.  Moreover,  the  increased  profits 

with  an  August  planting  will  cover  the 

increased  cost  associated  with  shorter 

seedcane  with  early  planting. 

•    Rainfall  in  the  fall  after  planting  appears 

to  becoming  more  erratic.   Adequate  soil 

moisture  is  essential  for  proper  stand 

establishment,  and  the  use  of  a  tiller,  unless 

absolutely     essential     for     seedbed 

preparation,  often  reduces  soil  moisture 

greatly.  Timely  application  of  glyphosate 

a  month  before  planting  may  help  conserve 

moisture  relative  to  field  cultivation. 

Another  way  to  conserve  moisture  on 

heavy  ground  is  to  increase  the  amount  of 

soil  cover  to  3-4  inches.    Reduced  soil 

cover  of  2-3  inches  is  recommended  on 

light  soils  where  crusting  is  a  problem. 

At  this  date  the  majority  of  plant-cane  fields 

of  L  99-233  are  tall  enough  so  that  if  used  for 

seed  cane,  their  planting  ratios  would  be 

acceptable.  Because  of  the  tendency  of  L  99- 

233  to  lodge,  even  when  not  excessively  tall, 

the  variety  (for  best  planting  results)  should 

be  in  the  ground  as  soon  as  field  conditions 

will  allow  in  early  August. 

Throughout  the  industry,  HoCP  96-540  and 
L  01-283  are  the  next  tallest  commercial 
varieties.  Moreover,  growers  are  reporting 
that  they  will  plant  these  two  varieties  once 
they  have  completed  their  intended  acreage 
of  L  99-233.  Unfortunately,  there  is  not  a  lot 
of  L  01-283  available  for  planting  this  year. 
This  variety  grew  out  of  its  early  rust 
infections  rapidly  as  well  as  recovering  from 
drought  stress  at  a  quick  pace.  It  is  expected 
that  there  will  be  a  limited  amount  available 
from  commercial  seed  sources  for  planting 
next  year.  As  more  seed  cane  of  this  new 
release  becomes  available,  283  will  occupy  a 
large  portion  of  heavy  soil  acreage.  In 
outfield  tests,  it  has  yielded  as  well  in  heavy 
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soil  tests  as  in  tests  that  were  harvested  from 
sandier  soils.  This  is  true  for  plant-cane,  first- 
stubble,  and  second-stubble  crops. 

Both  L  99-226  and  HoCP  00-950  are 
somewhat  shorter  than  the  previously 
mentioned  varieties.  Growers  intend  to  plant 
acreage  of  both  varieties  but  with  some 
reservations  for  large  plantings  of  HoCP  00- 
950.  There  is  uncertainty  because  of  its  lack 
of  height  in  first-stubble  and  second-stubble 
in  grower's  fields  in  all  regions  of  the  cane 
belt.  Hoping  for  better  planting  ratios  with  an 
improvement  in  height,  growers  are  reporting 
that  they  will  make  their  plantings  of  these  two 
varieties  nearer  the  end  of  the  planting  season. 

Rust 

Worldwide  one  of  the  main  defenses  to 
prevent  rust  (brown  or  orange)  from 
decimating  a  sugar  industry  is  the  growing  of 
numerous  varieties  within  the  industry.  It  is 
reported  that  even  moderately  susceptible 
varieties  can  be  grown  successfully  when  and 
industry  does  not  concentrate  its  acreage  in 
only  two  or  three  varieties. 

As  reported  in  last  month's  article  HoCP  96- 
540,  L  99-226  and  L  01-283  have  all  outgrown 
their  early  severe  infections  of  rust  and  are  now 
growing  vigorously.  With  the  increasing 
concern  for  the  amount  of  rust  found 
throughout  the  industry  in  the  newly  released 
varieties,  researchers  in  the  breeding  program 
are  taking  a  more  thorough  look  at  the  breeding 
lines  (both  commercial  and  basic)  to  find  and 
rate  parental  varieties  for  rust  resistance.  The 
good  news  is  that  at  first  glance,  under  natural 
field-spread,  there  appears  to  be  more 
resistance  than  originally  anticipated.  It  is 
postulated  that  rust  has  the  ability  to  change 
itself  (selection  of  the  fittest)  with  the  changing 
variety  landscape;  the  goal  of  total  resistance 
to  rust  may  never  be  completely  realized.  The 
Louisiana  sugarcane  industry  can  be  assured 
that  those  who  are  engaged  in  the  breeding 
program  are  doing  all  that  is  possible  to  ensure 
that  there  will  be  more  rust  resistance  in 
varieties  released  to  this  industry  in  the  future. 


w>  tlfiSt  Mitt  & 
Equipment  Co.,  Inc. 


USED  JOHN  DEERE  4720  SPRAYER 

2006  Model,  641  hours  380/90  R46  Radial  Tires 

800  Gallon  Polyethylene  Tank  90'  Boom  W/  5  Position  Nozzle  Bodies 

Hydraulic  Tread  Width  Adjustment  12V,  50  Gallon,  Foam  Marker 

Green  Star  Ready  Stainless  Steel  Chemical  Educator 

Fenders  Belly  Shield 

Traction  Control  Wheel  Shields 
AM/FM  Stereo  W/  Weatherband  &  CD  Player 

$145,000.00  plus  tax 
0%  Interest 

John.  Deere  3  years  John  Deere 

(*  subject  to  approved  financing) 

Contact  Perry  Falcon  at  225-268-2288 

or 

See  our  website  at  www.sunequip.com  for  other  good  used  equipment! 

Donaldsonville,  La.  70346  Thibodaux,  La.  70301 

2300  Highway  70  East  1 524  Ridgef ield  Road 

800-526-7639  888-527-2273 
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Growing  Your 
Bottom  Line 

By  Michael  Salassi,  PhD 
LSU  AgCenter 
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New  Sugar  Farm  Bill  Provisions  for  2009 


The  2008  Farm  Bill  governs  the 
majority  of  Federal  agricultural  and 
related  programs  for  the  2008-2012 
period.  The  Food,  Conservation  and 
Energy  Act  of  2008  (its  official  title)  was 
not  enacted  into  law  until  June  of  2008. 
As  a  result,  many  of  the  changes  in 
provisions  for  sugar,  as  well  as  other 
program  crops,  will  begin  to  take  effect  in 
2009. 

The  primary  components  of  the  previous 
U.S.  sugar  program,  price  support  and 
supply  control,  remain  in  place  with  the 
new  farm  bill.  Raw  and  refined  sugar  price 
support  is  provided  through  a  nonrecourse 
loan  program.  Supply  control  is 
maintained  through  sugar  marketing 
allotments  on  domestic  sugar  and  tariff  rate 
quotas  on  foreign  sugar  imported  into  the 
United  States. 

However,  there  are  four  changes  to  the 
U.S.  sugar  program  which  will  take  effect 
this  year.    These  changes  include  a  loan 


rate  increase,  a  minimum  level  for  domestic 
marketing  allotments,  a  sugar-to-ethanol 
program  to  help  balance  the  sugar  market, 
and  a  restraint  on  tariff  rate  quota  (TRQ) 
adjustments.  All  of  these  program  changes 
should  be  beneficial  to  the  production  and 
processing  sector  of  the  industry. 

The  raw  sugar  loan  rate  has,  for  many 
years,  been  fixed  at  1 8  cents  per  pound.  The 
cost  of  loan  redemption  (interest  expense, 
transportation  costs,  and  location  discounts) 
is  added  to  the  loan  rate  to  yield  the 
forfeiture  price,  which  serves  as  a  minimum 
price  floor.  Over  the  past  few  years,  this 
forfeiture  price  level  for  Louisiana  has  been 
in  the  19.7  to  19.9  cent  per  pound  range. 

Starting  this  year,  the  raw  sugar  loan  rate 
will  increase  a  quarter  of  cent  per  year  for 
three  years,  the  first  increase  in  the  raw  sugar 
loan  rate  since  1985.  This  will  have  the 
effect  of  increasing  the  forfeiture  level, 
thereby  raising  the  minimum  market  price 
by  approximately  the  same  amount.    The 
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base  raw  sugar  loan  rate  for  2009  will  be 
18.25  cents  per  pound.  This  loan  will  be 
adjusted  by  location,  as  has  been  done  in  the 
past.  The  loan  rate  for  2010  will  be  18.50 
cents  and  for  2011  and  2012  will  be  18.75 
cents. 

Loan  rates  for  refined  beet  sugar  will  also 
increase  starting  in  2009.  Refined  beet  sugar 
loan  rates  under  this  farm  bill  for  2009-2012 
will  be  128.5%  of  the  raw  sugar  loan  rate, 
23.45  cents  per  pound  in  2009  increasing  to 
24.09  cents  per  pound  in  2011. 

The  second  new  program  provision 
starting  this  year  will  be  the  level  of  domestic 
marketing  allotments,  i.e.,  the  quantity  of 
domestically  produced  sugar  which  beet  and 
cane  factories  are  allowed  to  market.  As  in 
the  past,  marketing  allotments  will  be  used 
to  maintain  raw  and  refined  sugar  prices 
above  the  forfeiture  level  and  previous  shares 
of  the  marketing  allotments  (54.35%  for 
beets  and  45.65%  for  cane)  will  be 
maintained.  The  new  program  feature  is  that 
domestic  marketing  allotments  cannot  be  less 
than  85%  of  the  estimated  quantity  of  sugar 
for  domestic  consumption. 

In  the  past,  the  determination  of  domestic 
marketing  allotments  (overall  allotment 
quantity)  has  been  a  residual  calculation  by 
USDA.  To  balance  supply  and  demand, 
projected  sugar  use  would  be  compared  with 
beginning  stocks  and  projected  imports.  The 
difference  was  specified  as  the  domestic 
allotment.  In  some  years,  blocked  stocks 
resulted  as  the  allotment  was  specified  at  a 
level  lower  than  production.  This  new 
program  provision  reduces  the  chances  that 
domestic  sugar  marketings  will  be  adversely 
affected  by  import  level  projections. 

The  energy  title  of  the  new  farm  bill 
includes  a  provision  for  a  Feedstock 
Flexibility  Program  for  Bioenergy 
Producers.  The  purpose  of  this  new  program 
is  to  provide  a  means  of  taking  excess  sugar 


out  of  the  U.S.  market  and  reducing  its 
negative  impact  on  price.  Under  this 
program,  excess  sugar  could  be  purchased 
by  USDA  and  sold  to  ethanol  producers  as 
feedstock.  As  defined  in  the  farm  bill,  the 
eligible  commodity  for  this  program  is  "raw 
or  refined  sugar  or  in-process  sugar  that  is 
eligible  to  be  marketed  in  the  U.S.  for  human 
consumption.  There  are  several  questions 
yet  to  be  decided  on  exactly  how  this 
program  will  work,  including  how  would  a 
surplus  be  determined,  at  what  point  in  time 
would  this  determination  be  made,  and  how 
would  the  purchase  and  sale  of  the  eligible 
commodity  be  arranged. 

The  fourth  new  change  in  the 
administration  of  the  sugar  program  relates 
to  the  timing  of  TRQ  adjustments.  Starting 
with  the  2009  crop,  USDA  must  set  the  initial 
TRQ  level  in  October  at  its  minimum 
required  level,  which  is  1.232  million  tons 
under  existing  trade  agreements.  This  TRQ 
level  cannot  be  changed  before  April  1st  of 
the  following  year  unless  some  major  event 
would  happen  to  affect  the  market,  such  as 
war,  flood,  hurricane,  or  other  natural 
disaster.  After  April  1,  USDA  can  increase 
the  TRQ,  if  necessary,  to  balance  sugar 
supply  with  demand. 

A  couple  of  years  ago,  USDA  perceived 
that  there  was  a  shortage  of  sugar  in  the 
market  and  increased  the  TRQ  in  the  spring. 
Later  that  year,  beet  and  cane  production  was 
higher  than  USDA  had  projected  and,  as  a 
result,  there  was  too  much  sugar  in  the 
market  which  negatively  impacted  price.  If 
USDA  had  not  prematurely  increased  the 
TRQ,  the  resulting  supply  would  have  been 
sufficient  to  meet  demand  and  still  keep  the 
market  price  up.  This  new  farm  bill  provision 
attempts  to  prevent  USDA  from  making 
premature  adjustments  in  the  TRQ  which 
could  adversely  affect  the  market  price  of 
sugar. 
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asiiiiiiisi  Update 


ED&F  Wan  concluded  a  transaction  on  May  28,  2009  that  resulted  In  the  bulk  liquid 
storage  and  animal  feed  mar.  -mg  businesses,  Westway  Group,  Inc.  becoming  a 

■    y.  This  inciudes  i  ■■mal  assets  in  North  America,  Europe 

and  Asia  in  addition  to  th  ai  feed  manuif  3  sites  in  the  United  States, 

Canada  and  a  joint  venture  in  ,-  ia.  The  tc  ■  -r  trie  Westway  Group 

i  -iillion.  In  addition  to  receiving  cash  consideration,  ED&F  Man  will  retain  a 
49%  share  holding  in  Westway  Group,  lnc„  ED&F  Wan  Liquid  Products  Corporation, 
previ'     •..••«'  iy  Trading  Corporation,  has  entered  into  a  long-term 

stora ge  b •  •  .  ■  ,--  >  1 3 1  o u  p ,  1  n c . 

The  bulk  liquid  stora, ,  •      ■  :  •  •    •  ■        . .  \  businesses  were  originally 

."     Tom  our  molasses  trading  and  distribution  businesses  more  than  20 
=    .:■•  on  the  basis  of  the  natural  synergies  that  existed  with  the  respective 
.fiesses.  With  the  support  of  ED&F  Han  after  their  investment  in  Westway  in 
•  <ese  businesses  enjoyed  substantial  growth.  The  new  structure  will  facilitate 
;-;  •  .  .  •  ■       i  of  these  businesses  while  still  maintaining  the  synergies  with  our 

molasses  trading  business  and  our  financial  participation  through  our  large  share 
ling, 


•     '      •      in...  i  are  it 

%            ve\           i  I. 

••'"•'"'    ;    '     '.      'i  ..  ^  '"             ■         <rv  'v>ct  choice 

world          •       .      '   ..    :J  beet  mole  ...     ... 

For  service  in  the  Americas  and  C  il  (504        5-9741-. 

For  service  in  Europe}  A  i  Africa,  caiS  (011-31)20-754-0111. 

MAN 
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Jrom  the  fie  Cd  to  the  factory 


* 


HON  I  RON  Corporation  is  your  authorized 
JOHN  DEERE  SUGAR  dealer  for  all  of  your 
cane  harvesting  equipment,  parts  and  service 
needs. 


Honiron  vertical  crystallizer  installation 


HONIRON  Corporation 

P.O.  Box  620  •  Jeanerette,  LA  70544 

Phone  (337)  276-6314  •  Fax  (337)  276-3614 

sales@honiron.com      www.honiron.com 


Committed  to  Customer  Satisfaction 


Ourfluids 
make  sugar. 


Ouachita 


Fertilizer 


New  Iberia,  LA         (337)  367-8233 


Specializing  in 
Cane  Harvester  Repair 

(337)  276-4746  Hm. 
(337)  523-5785  Cell 
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Dedicated  Research  Funding  Summaries 

Scientists  who  receive  funding  from  the  League  s  Dedicated  Research  Committee  are  re- 
quested to  prepare  a  short  summary  of  their  work  at  the  end  of  the  year.  These  reports  will 
be  published  each  month  until  all  of  them  have  been  printed. 


Brief  Summary  of  Project  To  Determine  Evaporator  Heat  Transfer  Coefficients  by  H. 

Birkett  and  J.  Stein,  LSU  AgC enter  -  Audubon  Sugar  Institute 

The  capacity  and  configuration  of  the  evaporator  station  are  key  considerations  in  sugar 
factory  design.  The  capacity  is  affected  by  vapor  bleeds,  level  of  imbibition,  syrup  Brix,  steam 
pressure  and  frequency  of  cleaning.  The  configuration  of  the  evaporator  station  (number  of 
effects,  number  of  effects  bled  and  quantity  of  vapor  bled)  controls  the  exhaust  steam 
requirements  of  the  factory.  The  objective  of  this  study,  originally  conducted  in  the  late  1990s 
and  early  2000s  was  to  gather  data  from  actual  factory  operations  and  use  the  data  to  calculate 
heat  transfer  coefficients,  evaporation  rates  and  effect  of  scaling  on  the  heat  transfer  coefficients. 
This  past  crop,  data  was  again  collected  alongside  a  project  investigating  heat  transfer 
coefficients  of  plate  heaters.  The  data  required  included  duty  that  the  evaporator  performs, 
operating  conditions  of  the  evaporator  and  evaporator  equipment  installed.  Actual  data  for  the 
grinding  rate  and  boiling  house  operations  was  used  to  calculate  the  steam  requirement  for  the 
heaters  and  pans  operating  on  vapors.  A  rigorous  heat  balance  calculation  for  the  evaporator 
station  was  performed  to  calculate  the  evaporation  rates  and  heat  transfer  coefficients  for  the 
individual  evaporator  effects. 

Results  show  that  the  high  heat  transfer  coefficients  measured  for  the  first,  second  and  third 
(unless  the  last)  effects  indicates  that  increased  vapor  bleeding  from  these  bodies  is  practical. 
The  high  heat  transfer  coefficients  measured  for  all  evaporator  effects  (350-550  Btu/hr/sq.  ft./ 
°F),  with  the  exception  of  the  last  effect  (120-200  Btu/hr/sq. ft./°F),  indicates  that  increasing 
the  number  of  effects  to  achieve  greater  steam  economy  will  require  less  additional  equipment 
that  generally  believed.  The  improved  heat  transfer  coefficient  of  the  first  evaporator  effect 
when  a  clarified  juice  heater  is  installed  indicates  that  the  benefits  of  clarified  juice  heating 
may  be  greater  (6%)  than  generally  assumed. 

We  would  like  to  express  appreciation  to  the  American  Sugar  Cane  League  and  all  Louisiana 
sugar  factories  for  their  support  of  this  project. 


Mill  Performance  Summary  by  H.  Birkett  and  J.  Stein,  LSU  AgCenter  -  Audubon  Sugar 
Institute 

Introduction 

For  many  years,  Audubon  Sugar  Institute  has  tested  the  performance  of  milling  tandems  in 
Louisiana.  Mill  performance  tests  are  an  independent  evaluation  of  how  well  individual  mills 
and  the  tandem  are  extracting  pol  (sucrose)  out  of  sugarcane  being  milled. 
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Method 

Fifty-three  mill  extraction  tests  on  12  tandems  (made  up  of  5-,  6-  and  7-mill  tandems)  and^ 
two  diffusers  were  conducted  during  the  2005-08  crops.  Prepared  cane  and  bagasse  samples 
leaving  each  mill  in  the  tandem  were  collected  over  a  30-60  minute  period  and  analyzed  for 
pol,  moisture,  fiber  and  ash  content  using  standard  methods.  The  data  was  used  to  calculate 
preparation  index  (pol  %  open  cells)  and  pol  extraction. 

Results  and  Discussion 

A  brief  summary  of  milling  data  for  the  past  four  years  is  shown  in  Table  1 .  Although  only 
a  limited  number  of  tests  were  conducted  in  2008,  these  milling  tandems  represent  some  of  the 
best  mill  work  in  the  state.  The  moisture  %  bagasse  leaving  Mill  1  has  decreased,  while  the  pol 
extraction  has  increased.  Tandem  pol  extraction  has  increased  as  well  as  reduced  extraction. 
Currently,  first  mills  average  61%  pol  extraction  and  other  mills  typically  average  29%. 


Table  1.  Summary  of  mill  performance  data  (2005-2008). 


2005 

2006 

2007 

2008 

Prepared  Cane 

Preparation  Index 

78.88 

79.90 

80.66 

80.30 

Pol  %  cane 

12.31 

11.29 

12.15 

13.11 

Fiber  %  cane 

11.55 

12.22 

13.14 

12.71 

Ash  %  cane 

2.41 

3.90 

1.89 

2.71 

Milll 

Moisture  %  bagasse 

60.86 

61.91 

61.15 

56.86 

Pol  Extraction,  % 

62.86 

56.34 

59.55 

69.67 

Last  Mill 

Moisture  %  bagasse 

53.77 

52.39 

52.47 

52.76 

Pol  %  bagasse 

2.93 

2.57 

2.61 

2.38 

Ash  %  bagasse 

4.15 

6.04 

3.80 

5.13 

Tandem 

Pol  Extraction,  % 

92.55 

92.59 

92.82 

94.14 

Reduced  Extraction,  % 

91.82 

92.42 

93.27 

94.22 

No.  of  tests 

18 

17 

13 

5 

Summary 

Although  mill  work  has  been  improving  steadily  over  the  years,  there  is  still  an  incentive  to 
increase  mill  pol  extraction  and  reduce  bagasse  pol  losses  which  averaged  17.6  pounds  96 
sugar/ton  cane  or  $3.9  million  per  factory  in  2008. 


IX 
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Bagasse  Boiler  Performance  Summary  by  H.  Birkett  and  J.  Stein,  LSU  AgCenter-  Audubon 
Sugar  Institute 

Introduction 

An  efficiently  run  boiler  station  is  of  prime  importance  in  the  operation  of  a  well-run  raw 
sugar  mill  operation.  It  can  mean  the  difference  between  profit  and  loss.  Twenty-six  boiler 
tests  were  conducted  during  the  2008  crop,  bringing  the  total  to  74  boilers  tested  and  287  tests 
for  the  past  four  years.  The  objective  was  to  investigate  boiler  operations  in  Louisiana  and 
thereby  provide  suggestions  for  improving  efficiency. 

Method 

The  same  methods  were  used  as  in  previous  years.  Operating  conditions  such  as  steam 
pressure,  steam  flow,  and  boiler  feedwater  temperature  were  noted.  Flue  gases  were  analyzed 
for  temperature  and  oxygen  concentration  using  a  Testo  300  XL  flue  gas  analyzer.  Preheated 
air  temperature  was  determined  using  an  Omega  handheld  digital  thermometer  and  thermocouple 
probe.  Bagasse  samples  were  collected  during  each  test  and  analyzed  for  moisture  and  ash 
content.  Excess  air,  boiler  efficiency  and  pounds  steam  produced  per  pound  of  bagasse  burned 
were  calculated  using  a  program  written  for  a  similar  study  conducted  in  the  early  1990s. 

Results  and  Discussion 

A  brief  summary  of  operating  data  and  results  are  given  for  the  past  four  years  (Table  1). 
Preheated  air  temperature  increased  in  2008.  Flue  gas  temperature  decreased  slightly  from  that 
of  2005.  Moisture  %  bagasse  shows  a  steady  decrease  over  the  past  four  years.  Efficiency  is 
increasing  along  with  pounds  steam  produced  per  pound  bagasse  burned.  Many  of  the  tests 
conducted  in  2008  were  part  of  official  boiler  compliance  testing. 

A  comparison  of  recent  boiler  operating  data  (287  tests)  with  that  of  the  early  1990s  (320 
tests)  is  presented  (Table  2).  Steam  production  has  increased  in  recent  years  due  to  boiler  size 
increasing.  Although  decreasing  over  the  past  four  years,  the  flue  gas  temperature  is  currently 
higher  than  in  the  early  1990s.  Preheated  air  temperature  increased  slightly  for  2005-2008 
period  compared  with  that  of  1990-92.  During  the  same  time,  excess  air  was  reduced  (lower 
oxygen  %  flue  gas),  bagasse  moisture  decreased  one  point  and  bagasse  ash  increased  (probably 
due  to  less  cane  washing).  Boiler  efficiency  increased  from  55%  to  56%  and  the  same  amount 
of  steam  for  a  given  amount  of  bagasse  was  produced  (about  2  pounds  per  pound  bagasse). 
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Table  1.  Summary  of  operating  data  and  results  (2005-08). 


2005 

2006 

2007 

2008 

No.  of  Runs 

108 

84 

69 

26 

Steam,  lbs/hr 

111,466 

102,244 

108,855 

109,048 

Preheated  air  temp,  °F 

468 

462 

456 

504 

Flue  gas  temp,  °F 

457 

442 

438 

424 

Oxygen,  % 

7.52 

8.68 

8.56 

8.17 

Bagasse  moisture,  % 

54.47 

53.30 

52.50 

51.77 

Bagasse  ash,  % 

4.53 

5.27 

3.94 

3.96 

Excess  air,  % 

64.73 

83.87 

81.25 

72.88 

Efficiency,  % 

55.15 

55.90 

57.58 

59.31 

Lbs  steam/lb  bagasse 

1.86 

1.92 

!            2.06 

2.20 

Table  2.  Comparison  of  recent  boiler  performance  tests  (2005-08)  with  that  of  earlier 
tests  (1990-92). 


1990-92 

2005-08 

No.  of  Runs 

320 

287 

Steam,  lbs/hr 

69,318 

107,920 

Preheated  air  temp,  F 

433 

445 

Flue  gas  temp,  F 

418 

467 

Oxygen,  % 

9.8 

8.2 

Bagasse  moisture,  % 

54.48 

53.41 

Bagasse  ash,  % 

2.91 

4.55 

Excess  air,  % 

107.67 

75.04 

Efficiency,  % 

55.14 

56.33 

Lbs  steam/lb  bagasse 

1.98 

1.96 

Summary 

The  overall  boiler  efficiency  of  56%  is  low  while  the  average  flue  gas  temperature  of  445°F 
is  high.  A  large  increase  in  boiler  efficiency  can  be  achieved  by  lowering  the  flue  gas  temperature 
to  300°F.  The  only  practical  way  to  achieve  this  is  with  an  economizer  (boiler  feed  water 
heater  using  flue  gas).  This  would  increase  boiler  efficiency  to  about  63%  and  produce  12% 
more  steam  from  the  same  quantity  of  bagasse. 
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The  average  bagasse  moisture  of  53.41%  and  ash  of  4.55%  indicates  low  quality  bagasse.  If 
the  bagasse  moisture  were  50%  and  ash  3%  with  the  existing  flue  gas  temperature,  boiler 
efficiency  would  increase  to  60%  providing  7%  more  steam  from  the  same  quantity  of  bagasse. 

Use  of  a  gas  analyzer  to  measure  oxygen  and  carbon  monoxide  levels,  along  with  a 
temperature  probe,  would  be  useful  in  determining  not  only  optimum  excess  air  levels  but  also 
boiler  efficiency.  Adjustments  to  boiler  control  settings  and  operations  could  then  be  optimized. 

A  proper  and  steady  bagasse  feed  is  also  necessary  for  good  boiler  operations. 
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Performance  Of  Plate  Heaters  In  The  Louisiana  Sugar  Industry  by  H.  Birkett  and  J. 
Stein,  LSU  AgCenter  -  Audubon  Sugar  Institute 

Introduction 

Plate  heaters  have  been  installed  in  several  Louisiana  raw  sugar  factories  with  the  promise 
of  high  heat  transfer  coefficients.  The  objective  of  this  project  was  to  collect  data  on  both  plate 
and  conventional  shell-and-tube  juice  heaters  in  order  to  determine  actual  heat  transfer 
coefficients. 

Method 

Data  was  collected  at  ten  Louisiana  factories  and  one  factory  in  Texas.  Heat  transfer 
coefficients  were  calculated  from  the  data  collected,  which  included  juice  Brix  and  flow  rate 
to  the  heater,  inlet  and  outlet  juice  temperature,  pressure  (temperature)  of  the  heating  steam 
and  the  heat  transfer  area  of  the  heater. 

Results  and  Discussion 

Forty-nine  sets  of  data  were  collected  on  shell-and-tube  (S&T)  heaters  while  fifteen  data 
sets  were  collected  on  the  less  numerous  plate  heaters.  Heat  transfer  coefficients  (HTC)  for 
both  types  of  heaters  are  shown  (Fig.  1).  The  HTC  for  S&T  heaters  ranged  from  52.5  to  477 
BTU/hr/sq.ft./°F  with  an  average  of  218.  Plate  heaters  had  an  average  HTC  of  331  BTU/hr/ 
sq.ft./°F  while  ranging  from  131  to  731  BTU/hr/sq.ft./°F.  The  average  HTC  of  the  plate  heaters 
was  52%  higher  than  that  of  the  S&T  heaters  although  less  than  the  predicted  higher  coefficients. 


HTC,  BTU/HR/SQ.FT./°F 

_ 

i           331 

218 

^_                       r 

. . , .  j-f 
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Figure  1.  HTC  of  shell-and-tube  and  plate  juice  heaters. 


Results  for  the  S&T  heaters  are  broken  down  by  categories:  first  stage  heating,  second  stage 
heating  and  heating  of  clarified  juice  (Fig.  2).  The  heat  transfer  coefficients  for  first  stage 
heaters  averaged  210  BTU/hr/sq.ft./°F  with  coefficients  ranging  from  52.5  to  348.  The  HTC 
for  second  stage  heaters  ranged  from  116  to  358  BTU/hr/sq.ft./°F  and  averaged  222.  There 
were  only  five  data  sets  for  the  clarified  juice  heating  stage,  which  averaged  255  BTU/hr/ 
sq.ft./°F  and  varied  from  133  to  477. 

(Continued  on  page  24) 
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Figure  2.  HTC  for  first  stage,  second  stage  and  clarified  juice  heating  of  shell-and-tube 
heaters. 

Results  for  plate  juice  heaters  were  broken  down  into  two  categories,  mixed  and  clarified 
juice  heaters  (Fig.  3).  Mixed  juice  plate  heaters  had  an  average  HTC  of  263  BTU/lb/sq.ft./°F 
and  varied  from  131  to  581.  Clarified  plate  juice  heaters  had  an  average  HTC  of  390  BTU/hr/ 
sq.ft./°F  varying  from  250  to  73 1  BTU/lb/sq.ft./°F. 
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Figure  3.  Plate  heater  HTC  for  mixed  juice  and  clarified  juice  heating. 

The  heat  transfer  coefficients  of  first  evaporator  effects  (or  units,  whether  pre-evaporator  or 
first  body)  with  and  without  clarified  juice  heaters  preceding  the  evaporators  are  shown  (Fig. 
4).  First  effects  preceded  by  clarified  juice  heaters  had  an  average  HTC  of  320  BTU/hr/ft2/°F 
or  about  6%  higher  compared  to  those  without  clarified  juice  heaters  (302  BTU/hr/ft:/°F). 

Summary 

Heat  transfer  coefficients  measured  for  shell-and-tube  and  for  plate  heaters  varied  widely 
(cleaning  frequency,  juice  velocity,  etc.).  Plate  heaters  typically  achieved  54%  higher  heat 
transfer  coefficients  than  shell-and-tube  heaters.  Plate  heaters  are  more  compact  than  equivalent 
shell-and-tube  heaters. 
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Figure  4.  HTC  of  first  evaporator  effects  with  and  without  clarified  juice  heaters. 
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Up  Front 
With  The  League 

by  Jim  Simon 


American  Sugar  Alliance 
International  Sweetener  Symposium 


Louisiana  sugarcane  producers  and 
processors  joined  fellow  cane  and 
fbeet  industry  officials  at  the  26th 
International  Sweetener  Symposium  held 
during  early  August  in  Park  City,  Utah. 

The  theme  of  this  year's  Symposium  was, 
"The  New  U.S.  Farm  Bill:  Market,  Energy 
and  Trade  Implications."  It  provided 
timely  analysis  of  issues  in  the  U.S.  and 
world  markets.  Symposium  speakers,  many 
closely  involved  in  formulating  sugar  policy, 
included  U.S.  legislators,  economists  and 
high  profile  international  sweetener  industry 
leaders.  The  primary  focus  of  the 
Symposium  was  the  implementation  of  new 
sugar  policy  and  how  the  new  policy  is 
affecting  the  U.S.  market. 

Speakers  also  discussed  the  effects  on 
sugar  policy  from  Federal  budget  pressures, 
trade  deficits,  aggressive  trade  agendas, 
fluctuating  energy  prices  and  food  security. 
Of  special  interest  during  the  meeting  were 
developments  in  the  U.S. -Mexico  open 
market  for  sweetener  trade,  as  well  as  the 
potential  for  WTO  trade  talks.    Other 


important  issues  included  regional  and 
bilateral  trade  agreements,  alternative 
energy  sources  worldwide,  the  impact  of 
new  political  leaders,  and  the  volatile  world 
sugar  market.  For  complete  coverage  of  the 
symposium's  presentations  and  press 
releases  visit  the  American  Sugar  Alliance 
website  at  (www.sugaralliance.org) 

The  meeting's  atmosphere  was  quite 
positive  as  much  of  the  discussion  centered 
on  strong  sugar  prices  in  both  the  domestic 
and  world  markets.  International  Sugar 
Organization  executive  director  Peter  Baron 
told  attendees  of  the  symposium  "After  two 
years  of  large  statistical  surpluses,  the  world 
sugar  market  has  entered  a  distinct  deficit 
phase."  Worldwide  sugar  supplies  are  at 
their  tightest  level  since  2005/06,  Dr.  Baron 
said,  because  of  "significant  shortfalls  in 
India  and  China,  as  well  as  a  further 
contraction  of  production  in  Europe." 

The  result  is  a  28-year  high  in  dump 
market  sugar  prices,  according  to  sugar 
market  analyst  Frank  Jenkins.  The  market 
rollercoaster  is  not  a  surprise  to  American 


Sugar  Alliance  (ASA)  economist,  Jack  Roney, 
who  also  spoke  on  the  conference's  market 
outlook  panel. 

"Sugar  is  the  most  distorted  commodity 
market  in  the  world  because  of  subsidies  and, 
although  generally  at  depressed  dump  price 
levels,  it  is  prone  to  wild  supply  and  price 
swings,"  he  explained,  noting  that  80  percent 
of  the  sugar  grown  around  the  globe — 
including  U.S.  sugar — is  consumed  in  the 
country  where  it's  grown,  rather  than  dumped 
on  the  volatile  world  market. 

But  American  consumers  have  nothing  to 
fear,  Roney  added,  because  U.S.  sugar  policy 
helps  stabilize  domestic  supplies  and  prices 
and  is  designed  to  operate  with  little  to  no  cost 
to  the  taxpayer. 

Roney  pointed  to  a  July  market  update  ASA 
provided  the  U.S.  Department  of  Agriculture, 
which  noted  that  supplies  remain  strong  in  the 
U.S.  despite  large  food  manufacturers 
clamoring  for  increased  imports. 

"U.S.  cane  refiners  continue  to  have  more 
than  adequate  supplies  of  raw  sugar.  Most  are 
operating  at  less  than  full  capacity  because  the 
demand  for  refined  sugar  is  not  great.  Beet 
processors  still  have  refined  sugar  to  sell.  No 
food  manufacturers  are  having  any  trouble 
locating  refined  sugar  supplies.  Raw  and 
refined  sugar  prices  remain  relatively  stable," 
the  sugar  producers  wrote  in  the  letter  to  the 
Secretary  of  Agriculture. 

Roney  said  that  industrial  sugar  users 
looking  to  depress  domestic  prices  and  open 


the  U.S.  up  to  the  perils  of  the  world  dump 
market  should  be  careful  what  they  ask1 
for. 

He's  not  alone.  McKeany-Flavellj 
Company,  a  commodities  research  firm 
from  Calif.,  issued  a  report  earlier  this  year 
that  found  volatile  prices,  inconsistent 
quality,  and  delivery  issues  would  result 
if  the  domestic  food  industry  had  to 
depend  on  foreign  sugar. 

Plus,  Roney  said  if  the  USDA  gives  in 
to  food  manufacturers'  requests,  it  would 
"needlessly  harm  U.S.  sugar  farmers 
during  an  economic  recession  and  incur 
taxpayer  cost." 

Next  year's  International  Sweetener 
Symposium  will  be  held  in  Vail 
Colorado  at  the  Vail  Marriott 
Mountain  Resort  &  Spa  from  July  31- 
August  4,  2010. 
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Washington  Update 

By  Jack  Pettus 


Big  Ticket  Items  Hit  Congressional  Calendar 

The  Best  Cure  For  High  Prices? 

El  Nino  &  Your  Risk  Management  Options 

USDA  WASDE  August  Report  on  US  Sugar  Supply  and  Use 


When  Congress  returns  to  Washington 
after  the  Labor  Day  recess,  the 
leadership  will  begin  a  final  push  for 
action  on  a  number  of  major  legislative 
proposals  that  will  affect  every  American  - 
though  probably  not  as  much  as  the  heated 
rhetoric  of  August  would  suggest.  Health-care 
reform  is  the  biggest  and  most  divisive  issue  at 
this  juncture,  though  President  Obama  went  on 
the  offensive  in  August  in  hopes  of  bringing  the 
debate  to  a  successful  conclusion.  As  I 
described  earlier  this  year  in  some  detail,  the 
Federal  government  has  assumed  a  massive 
share  of  the  nation's  healthcare  costs  already 
and  that  share  will  become  even  larger  over  the 
next  5-10  years  if  Congress  does  not  act.  The 
difficult  job  of  political  leaders  from  around  the 
country  will  be  finding  the  courage  and  wisdom 
to  address  this  looming  crisis  in  a  way  that 
loosens  the  healthcare  and  fiscal  shackles  on  the 
economy  over  the  next  decade. 

The  energy/climate  change  legislation  is  also 
awaiting  Senate  action,  which  could  lead  to  a 
conference  to  resolve  differences  with  the 
House-passed  measure  we  have  reported  on 
previously.  The  Senate  has  remained  focused 
on  healthcare  legislation  and  judicial 
confirmation  hearings  for  the  past  few  weeks, 


but  an  energy  bill  is  likely  to  gain  attention  if 
and  when  a  healthcare  consensus  emerges  in  the 
Senate. 

As  pointed  out  by  numerous  participants  in 
this  year's  International  Sweetener  Symposium, 
regulatory  matters  such  as  food  safety  and  Clean 
Water  Act  are  certain  to  dominate  the  attention 
of  agricultural  interests  in  Washington  over  the 
coming  months.  Any  delays  on  healthcare  and 
energy  legislation  could  open  up  time  on  the 
Senate  calendar  to  consider  a  food  safety  bill. 
Senator  Durbin's  version  seems  to  be  the 
preferred  vehicle,  rather  than  the  House-passed 
version,  though  annual  appropriations  measures 
will  eventually  have  to  be  approved.  Any  way 
you  look  at  it,  Congress  will  have  a  busy  and 
acrimonious  autumn  session.  Somewhere  on 
the  backburner,  comprehensive  immigration 
reform  simmers.  High  unemployment  in  the 
aftermath  of  the  financial  meltdown  of  2008 
may  have  contributed  to  the  political  decision 
to  push  immigration  issues  into  the  next  year, 
just  as  mid-term  elections  would  seem  certain 
to  stop  the  process  again  in  2010.  In  the  interim, 
we  continue  to  work  with  other  H2a  and  H2b 
participants  to  maintain  access  to  essential  farm 
workers  and  uniquely  skilled  processing 
workers. 


The  Best  Cure  For  High  Prices? 

World  and  domestic  sugar  prices  continued 
to  rise  in  early  August  amid  'sky-is-falling"  calls 
from  users  to  increase  supplies  to  avert  a 
shortage  that  doesn't  exist.  At  roughly  the  same 
time,  Mexico  acted  to  increase  imports  into  the 
hemispheric  market,  effectively  adding  350- 
400,000  tons  in  the  coming  weeks  as  beet  and 
cane  harvesting  begins  in  the  U.S.  In  addition, 
the  most  recent  U.S.  supply  and  demand 
estimates  (below)  found  additional  old-crop  and 
higher  anticipated  production  than  in  July, 
further  buttressing  producer  arguments  that 
supplies  are  adequate.  The  new  Administration 
has  thus  far  acted  conservatively,  rather  than 
responding  to  Chicken  Little's  fear-mongering, 
and  we  can  hope  that  USDA  will  continue  to 
operate  the  program  as  Congress  intended  in  the 
coming  year.  Establishing  the  initial  2009/10 
TRQ  at  the  minimum  would  be  a  good  first  step. 

Commodity  market  participants  have  long 
followed  the  adage  that  "the  best  cure  for  high 
prices  is  high  prices,"  acknowledging  that 
market  signals  will  draw  more  acreage  into  a 
given  commodity  as  farmers  chase  the  higher 
price.  We  can  be  certain  that  beet  producing 
regions  will  be  sensitive  to  the  price  signals  in 
today's  market.  While  Louisiana's  ability  to 
respond  to  such  signals  is  limited  by  geography 
and  multi-year  growing  cycles,  today's  price 
scenario  may  lead  cane  farmers  to  reassess  the 
wisdom  of  leaving  a  poorly  producing  root 
system  in  the  field  during  the  current  planting 
season. 

El  Nino  &  Your  Risk  Management  Options 

The  National  Oceanic  and  Atmospheric 
Administration  in  August  acknowledged  that  the 
El  Nino  patterns  in  the  Pacific  are  likely  to  offset 
multi-decadal  storm  trends,  reducing  the 
frequency  of  Atlantic  storm  maturation  for  this 
year.  While  this  analysis  does  not  mean  that 
hurricanes  will  stay  clear  of  North  America  this 
year,  the  presence  of  the  El  Nino  pattern 
dramatically  reduces  the  chances  of  multiple 
hurricane  impacts  this  year.  According  to 
NOAA,  El  Nino  produces  increased  wind 
shear  ("scissors  effect")  over  the  tropical  North 
Atlantic  in  the  region  where  storms  born  off 


northwest  Africa  try  to  mature  into  hurricanes. 
This  shear,  or  wind  difference  between  the  high 
and  low  levels  of  the  atmosphere,  tears  many  of 
the  developing  storms  apart  before  they  can 
become  serious  threats. 

I  offer  this  hopeful  tidbit  along  with  my  best 
wishes  for  the  coming  harvest.  But,  El  Nino 
also  tends  to  bring  a  lot  of  rain  to  South  Louisiana 
in  November  and  December,  so  make  sure  to 
review  your  risk  management  plan  before  the 
September  30  crop  insurance  closing  date.  Last 
year's  hurricanes  prevented  growers  and  agents 
from  taking  the  time  for  a  thorough  review  of 
an  improved  basic  multi-peril  policy  and  a  new 
Gross  Revenue  Program  (GRP)  unveiled  late  last 
summer,  so  this  will  be  the  first  opportunity  for 
many  farmers  to  consider  these  new  options. 
With  higher  anticipated  raw  prices  for  the 
coming  year,  now  is  the  time  to  utilize  these  new 
tools  to  cover  your  risks. 

USDA  WASDE  August  Report  on  US  Sugar 
Supply  and  Use 

USDA  released  its  August  World  Agricultural 
Supply  and  Demand  Estimates  (WASDE)  report 
for  sugar  supply  and  use.  USDA's  2008/09 
production  was  increased  to  7,571,000  tons  (raw 
value)  from  7,471,000  tons  (raw  value), 
reflecting  a  100,000  ton  reduction  in  beet 
production  to  4,250,000  tons.  Louisiana 
production  was  unchanged  at  1,400,000  tons. 
Imports  were  increased  to  3,191,000  tons  from 
3,041,000  tons,  reflecting  another  150,000  ton 
increase  in  Mexican  imports  to  1,450,000  tons. 
TRQ  imports  remained  at  1 ,43 1 ,000  tons.  Total 
supply  was  increased  to  12,422,000  tons  from 
12,172,000  tons  last  month.  Exports  were 
unchanged  at  130,000  tons,  but  deliveries  were 
increased  to  11,040,000  tons  from  10,940,000 
tons,  resulting  in  total  use  rising  to  11,170,000 
tons  from  11,070,000  tons.  Ending  stocks  are 
increased  to  1,252,000  tons  from  1,102,00  tons, 
raising  the  stocks  to  use  ratio  to  11.2  percent 
from  10  percent  last  month. 

Domestic  production  for  2009/10  was 
increased  to  8,275,000  tons  from  8,025,000  tons, 
with  beet  production  rising  200,000  tons  to 
4,850,000  tons  and  Florida  cane  production 
rising  to  1,800,000  tons  from  650,000  tons. 


Louisiana  production  was  reduced  by  100,000 
tons  to  1,300,000  tons.  Imports  were  lowered 
to  1,757,000  tons  from  1,807,000  tons,  with  TRQ 
imports  falling  to  1,182,000  tons  from  1,232,000 
tons.  Projections  for  reexports  and  imports  from 
Mexico  remained  at  400,000  tons  and  165,000 
tons,  respectively.  The  higher  beginning  stocks 
and  larger  production  pushed  total  supply  to 
11,284,000  tons  from  10,934,000  tons.  Exports 
and  deliveries  were  unchanged  at  200,000  tons 
and  10,375,000  tons,  respectively,  leaving  total 
use  unchanged  at  10,575,000  tons.    Ending 


stocks  for  September  2010  are  now  projected  at 
708,000  tons,  rising  from  359,000  tons  last 
month,  which  increases  the  stocks-to-use  ratio 
to  6.7  percent  from  3.4  percent  in  July. 

USDA  left  2008/09  Mexican  domestic 
production  at  5,260,000  tons,  then  cut  domestic 
use  to  5,540,000  tons  from  5,675,000  tons  last 
month  and  increased  exports  to  1,315,000  tons 
from  1,180,000  tons  last  month.  Ending  stocks 
remained  at  420,000  tons.  09/10  production, 
imports,  use  and  exports  were  unchanged, 
resulting  in  ending  stocks  at  1,100,000  tons. 
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On  The  Farm 

By  Windell  Jackson 
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Crop  Report 

L  01 -283  Off  Types 

Variety  Advancement  Committee  Meeting 

Burn  Certification  Program 


At  the  writing  of  this  article  on  August 
16,  2009,  most  growers  who  expected 
to  start  planting  at  a  relatively  slow  rate 
are  advancing  quite  well.  For  much  of  the 
industry,  there  has  been  little  or  no  rain  to 
interrupt  planting  over  the  last  two  weeks  or  so. 
Depending  on  which  field  is  used  for  seedcane, 
as  with  too  much  of  this  year's  plant-cane  crop, 
planting  ratios  are  highly  variable.  Because  of 
this  variability  in  the  stands  of  plant-cane  fields 
used  for  seedcane  and  the  rush  to  complete 
planting,  many  growers  do  not  have  a  good 
handle  on  their  planting  ratios. 

Even  this  late  in  the  year,  many  growers  are 
still  unsure  of  what  to  do  with  HoCP  00-950 
because  it  is  still  somewhat  short.  However, 
some  growers,  those  who  got  sufficient  rain 
during  the  growing  season,  have  been  very  much 
surprised  by  the  height  of  hard  joints  that  they 
are  finding  in  this  variety  after  it  is  topped  for 
planting.  Most  are  reporting  much  shorter  flags 
(tops)  than  expected,  unlike  what  they  have 
experienced  with  other  varieties  such  as  HoCP 
96-540.  Because  of  its  exceptional  population, 
planting  ratios  with  HoCP  00-950  have  been 
higher  than  expected. 

L  01-283  Off  Types 

As  the  number  of  growers  who  have  fields  of 
L  01-283  has  increased,  and  with  additional  eyes 
looking  more  closely  at  the  variety  under  varying 


conditions,  there  have  been  many  reports 
circulating  concerning  irregularities  in  its  growth 
pattern.  These  phenotype  irregularities  have 
included  such  things  as  stunted  shoots,  split  leaf 
sheaths,  and  twisted  stalks.  There  has  been  some 
suggestion  that  these  irregularities  are  genetic 
off  types,  but  at  this  time  no  one  is  sure  of  the 
causal  agent.  Researchers  are  looking  into  the 
potential  cause  (genetics,  environmental,  or 
herbicide)  of  L01-283's  phenotype  irregularity. 
In  an  effort  to  ascertain  the  potential  effects  of 
this  varietal  irregularity  on  yields  in  Outfield 
Tests,  locations  of  plant-cane  and  first-stubble 
were  counted,  percentages  of  nonconforming 
stalks  were  calculated,  and  with  this  information 
it  can  be  determined  what,  if  any,  threat  this  stalk 
irregularity  has  on  yield  potential.  L  01-283's 
yields,  while  in  the  testing  program,  have  been 
obtained  with  varying  degrees  of  varietal 
irregularity.  It  has  been  suggested  that  even  with 
this  problem  that  growers  take  advantage  of  the 
potential  yielding  ability  of  this  newly  released 
variety.  Most  growers,  if  they  use  all  of  their 
available  seed,  would  only  be  able  to  plant  about 
3  or  4%  of  this  year's  planting  with  L  01-283. 

Variety  Advancement  Committee  Meeting 

On  August  7,  Chairman  Chris  Mattingly  called 
to  order  the  2009  Variety  Advancement 
Committee.  The  Committee  is  made  up  of 
industry    representatives,    the    League's 


agronomists,  and  other  researchers  from  the  LSU 
AgCenter  and  the  USDA.  All  of  the  research 
personnel  are  involved  in  the  various  stages  of 
the  variety  development  program.  During  the 
Committee  meeting,  recommendations  on  the 
fate  of  more  than  85  varieties  were  discussed. 
Most  of  the  discussions  at  this  meeting  centered 
on  efforts  and  steps  needed  to  ensure  adequate 
rust  resistance  throughout  the  various  stages  of 
the  breeding  program.  A  repeated  topic  was  that 
there  are  a  tremendous  number  of  factors  other 
than  rust  resistance  to  consider  during  the 
selection  of  new  varieties.  One  of  which, 
perhaps  the  most  important,  is  potential 
production  of  sugar  per  acre/profitability. 

It  was  the  recommendation  of  the  Committee 
to  have  L  03-371  further  tested  in  the  Outfield 
and  replanted  both  in  Outfield  Tests  and 
increased  to  a  maximum  on  the  Secondary 
Stations.  Second-stubble  data  for  L  03-37 1  will 
be  collected  in  Outfield  Tests  this  year,  which 
means  that  L  03-371  will  be  eligible  for  release 
in  2010.  In  plant-cane  and  first-stubble  Outfield 
Tests  harvested  in  2008,  L  03-37  l's  sugar  per 
acre  and  tons  of  cane  per  acre  were  equal  to  that 
of  HoCP  96-540.  Also  in  the  plant-cane  Outfield 
Tests  harvested  in  2008,  L  03-371  yielded 
significantly  more  sugar  per  ton  than  HoCP  96- 
540,  but  they  were  equal  in  the  first-stubble  tests. 
The  population  of  L  03-371  in  the  same  series 
of  tests  was  not  significantly  different  from  that 
of  HoCP  96-540  in  plant-cane  and  in  first- 
stubble  tests.  In  plant-cane,  the  stalk  weight  for 
L  03-371  was  significantly  less  than  that  of 
HoCP  96-540,  but  they  were  equal  in  first- 
stubble. 

The  Variety  Advancement  Committee  selected 
one  variety  (HoCP  04-838)  for  introduction  to 
the  Secondary  Stations  this  fall.  Additionally, 
this  new  variety  will  be  replanted  and  harvested 
in  Outfield  Test  this  year.  In  2008  only  plant- 
cane  data  was  collected  from  Outfield  Test  plots, 
leaving  first-  and  second-stubble  data  yet  to  be 
collected  before  HoCP04-838's  possible  release 
to  the  industry  in  the  fall  of  201 1.  In  the  plant- 
cane  data  HoCP  04-838's  sugar  per  acre,  tons  of 
cane  per  acre  and  sugar  per  ton  of  cane  were  all 
equal  to  that  of  HoCP  96-540.  In  the  same  series 
of  tests,  its  stalk  weight  was  somewhat  less  with 
a  higher  population. 
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Neither  of  these  two  varieties  (L  03-371  or 
HoCP  04-838)  appear  to  have  the  potential  to 
set  new  and  higher  levels  of  yields  for  the 
Louisiana  industry,  but  they  both  appear  to  show 
some  resistance  to  the  disease  complex  (rust, 
smut,  and  leaf-scald)  that  now  has  the  breeding 
program  and  the  industry  in  its  grasp. 

Burn  Certification  Program 

During  all  of  the  sugarcane  field  days,  growers 
were  shown  a  film  that  re-familiarize  them  with 
the  criteria  needed  to  carry  out  a  successful 
prescribed  burn.  Highlighted  in  a  presentation 
were  burning  techniques,  weather  factors,  and 
the  need  for  communication  prior  to  burning. 
After  watching  the  film  and  participating  in  the 
discussion  that  followed,  growers  were  then 
recertified  as  prescribed  burn  managers.  The 
previous  certification  in  2005  was  for  five  years 
and  is  about  to  expire. 

If  the  Louisiana  sugar  industry  is  to  remain 
profitable,  we  must  hold  on  to  the  privilege  of 
pre-burning  trash  or  post-burning  of  cane 
residue.  Trash  brought  to  the  mill  can  increase 
the  price  tag  of  production  and  reduce  profits 
for  both  producer  and  processor  in  many  ways. 
Some  of  which  include: 

Decreased  harvester  throughput 

Decreased  TRS 

Decreased  sugar  per  acre 

Decreased  sugar  recovery  rate 

Increased  transportation  costs 

Increased  length  of  harvest 

Increased  risk  of  freeze  losses 

Increased  wear  on  mills 
Repeated  studies  on  the  various  varieties  have 
shown  that  unless  the  harvest  residue  is  removed 
in  a  timely  manner  (by  mid-February)  stubble 
yield  of  the  following  crop  can  be  impacted  by 
a  3  to  5  ton  reduction.  Additional  consequences 
to  not  following  the  prescribed  management 
practices  are  potential  for  lawsuits  with  no 
protection  under  the  law  and  the  potential  loss 
of  liability  insurance  coverage  related  to  the 
burning  of  cane  both  pre-and  post-harvest.  For 
these  reasons,  growers  are  reminded  to  refresh 
their  memories  of  the  prescribed  burning 
practices,  implement  them  during  the  upcoming 
harvest  season,  and  keep  good  accurate  records 
of  the  burning  of  all  fields. 


Sweet  crop. 


lifc 


Sweet  financing. 

Growing  and  milling  sugarcane  is  a  specialized  business.  That's  why  you  need  a  financial 
partner  who  understands  the  sugar  industry.  One  who  offers  wise  lending  built  on  years 
of  experience  in  the  field. 

For  more  than  80  years,  we've  been  helping  sugarcane  growers  just  like  you,  whether  it's 
to  purchase  or  refinance  cane  property,  finance  capital  equipment  or  build  or  improve 
facilities. 

For  a  financial  partner  who  works  as  hard  as  you  do,  call  the  folks  at  the  Louisiana  Land 
Bank.  We'll  help  you  finance  a  sweet  deal. 


LAND  BANK 

1™0  /  /■Ot-0~.L</YIN  -LI  Call  now  for  information,  or  to  apply 

for  a  loan  to  buy,  build,  improve  or  refinance.  You  can  also  visit  us  at       y*s^ 

www.  louisianalandbank.  com .  rw» 
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Sunshine 

Equipment  Co.,  Inc. 


USED  JOHN  DEERE  4720  SPRAYER 


2006  Model,  641  hours 
800  Gallon  Polyethylene  Tank 
Hydraulic  Tread  Width  Adjustment 
Green  Star  Ready 

Fenders 
Traction  Control 


380/90  R46  Radial  Tires 

90'  Boom  W/  5  Position  Nozzle  Bodies 

12V,  50  Gallon,  Foam  Marker 

Stainless  Steel  Chemical  Educator 

Belly  Shield 

Wheel  Shields 


John  Deere 


AM/FM  Stereo  W/  Weatherband  &  CD  Player 

$145,000.00  plus  tax 

0%  Interest 

3  years  * 

(*  subject  to  approved  financing) 

Contact  Perry  Falcon  at  225-268-2288 


John  Deere 


or 


See  our  website  at  www.sunequip.com  for  other  good  used  equipment! 


Donaldsonville,  La.  70346 

2300  Highway  70  East 

800-526-7639 


Thibodaux,  La.  70301 

1 524  Ridgefield  Road 

888-527-2273 
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Growing  Your 
Bottom  Line 

By  Michael  Salassi,  PhD. 
LSU  AgCenter 


,=  .' 


High  World  Sugar  Prices  Should  Limit  Imports  into  U.S. 


The  recent  rise  in  U.S.  raw  sugar  prices 
has  been  quite  dramatic.  On  August 
12th,  the  nearby  No.  16  raw  sugar 
futures  contract  (November  2009)  closed  at 
26.95  cents  per  pound.  In  addition,  all  of  the 
other  raw  sugar  futures  contracts  out  through 
September  2010  closed  above  26  cents.  Most 
analysts  expect  domestic  raw  sugar  prices  to 
hold  at  above  average  levels  through  the  2009 
harvest  season  and  well  into  2010. 

Based  on  past  experience,  we  would  have 
expected  to  see  a  TRQ  increase  by  USDA 
back  as  early  as  this  past  spring  in  an  effort 
to  increase  sugar  supply  and  hold  down 
prices.  However,  as  of  mid- August,  no  TRQ 
adjustment  announcement  had  been  made.  In 
the  August  WASDE  report,  USDA  increased 
their  estimate  of  2008/09  domestic  beet  sugar 
production  by  100,000  tons  and  increased 
2008/09  imports  quantities  by  150,000  tons 
from  their  July  estimate.  These  changes 
increased  the  stocks-to-use  ratio  (i.e.,  sugar 
in  excess  of  domestic  needs)  to  an  adequate 
11%  level  for  the  2008/09  fiscal  year. 

With  the  2009  cane  and  beet  harvest  season 
about  to  begin,  a  TRQ  increase  before 


September  30th  seems  unlikely.  Under  a  new 
sugar  provision  of  the  farm  bill  starting  this 
year,  USDA  cannot  increase  the  TRQ  between 
Oct.  1,  2009  and  April  1,  2010  unless  a  major, 
market  disrupting  event,  such  as  a  natural 
disaster,  would  occur.  Given  current  world 
sugar  market  conditions,  however,  and  the 
expectation  that  these  market  conditions  will 
continue  into  2010,  increasing  the  TRQ  would 
have  limited  impacts  on  the  U.S.  domestic 
sugar  market  over  the  next  several  months. 

The  reason  for  this  limited  impact  of  higher 
levels  of  imports  actually  coming  into  the  U.S. 
is  the  high  level  of  world  raw  sugar  prices. 
As  can  be  seen  on  the  chart  below,  world  raw 
sugar  market  prices  (No.  11  contract)  have 
increased  steadily  from  14.3 1  cents  per  pound 
on  April  15th  to  22.97  cents  per  pound  on 
August  12th.  One  of  the  main  reasons  for  these 
high  world  sugar  prices  is  the  current 
production  shortfall  in  India. 

The  major  sugar  exporters  in  the  world 
market  have,  in  the  past  years,  been  Brazil, 
India,  Thailand  and  China.  These  four 
countries  together  account  for  about  50%  of 
world  sugar  production  and  59%  of  world 
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sugar  exports.  The  International  Sugar 
Organization  has  projected  that  world  sugar 
production  will  decline  by  about  9  million 
metric  tons  this  year,  driven  primarily  by  a 
poor  crop  in  India  which  also  happens  to  be 
the  world's  largest  consumer  of  sugar. 

In  2007/08,  India  produced  about  28 
million  metric  tons  of  sugar,  representing  17% 
of  world  sugar  production.  Approximately 
5.8  million  tons  of  this  production  was 
exported  onto  the  world  market,  accounting 
for  11%  of  world  sugar  exports.  Sugar 
production  in  India  declined  45%  in  2008/09 
due  primarily  to  acreage  decline  from  shifts 
by  growers  into  other  crops.  Production 
estimates  for  this  year's  Indian  crop  have 
sugar  production  down  another  6  to  7  million 
tons  due  to  poor  monsoon  rains.  Normally  a 
major  sugar  exporter,  India  imported  2.5 
million  metric  tons  of  sugar  in  2008/09  and 
is  expected  to  import  as  much  as  7  million 
metric  tons  in  2009/10.  This  switch  by  India, 
from  being  a  major  sugar  exporter  to  being  a 
major,  although  temporary,  sugar  importer,  is 


the  primary  reason  that  world  sugar  prices  are 
so  high  right  now. 

These  high  world  sugar  prices  should  limit 
any  sizeable  quantities  of  imports  of  sugar 
coming  into  the  U.S.,  above  minimum 
required  levels,  over  the  next  several  months 
even  if  a  TRQ  adjustment  is  announced. 
Adding  a  2  to  3  cent  freight  charge  on  top  of 
a  23  cent  world  price  in  order  to  bring  world 
sugar  into  the  U.S.  market  to  compete  with  a 
24  to  25  cent  domestic  price  makes  little 
economic  sense.  Hence,  for  the  time  being, 
imports  are  not  a  cost  effective  option  in 
controlling  domestic  raw  sugar  prices. 

As  we  get  into  the  2009  cane  and  beet 
harvest  season,  actual  production  levels  will 
have  an  impact  on  U.S.  raw  and  refined  sugar 
market  prices.  However,  given  the  production 
shortfalls  in  the  world  market  this  year,  supply 
and  demand  fundamentals  seem  to  point 
toward  above  average  prices  for  U.S.  raw 
sugar  in  the  2009/10  crop  marketing  year. 
Let's  hope  so! 


World  Raw  Sugar  Prices,  No.  11  (Oct  09  Contract)  April  15  -August  12,  2009 


May  15,  2009 


June  15,  2009 


July  15,  2009  Aug  12,  2009 
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A  View  From  The  Top 


The  new  2009  Austoft  8800  harvester!  The  heart  of  the 

7700  but  with  class  leading  enhancements  in 

harvesting  capacity  and  operator  comfort. 


Electronic  automatic  cutter  height  and  cruise  control 

Data  Logger  which  measures: 

Area  harvested,  time  harvesting,  time  waiting,  fuel 
Consumption,  engine  parameters,  base  cutter  pressure, 
Hydraulic  oil  temp,  etc.  Measurements  are  downloadable 
To  a  USB  memory  stick  for  transfer  to  your  PC. 

Right  hand  console  with  multi-function  handle. 

Left  hand  steer  and  cruise  control.  £&*& 

Wide  combine  cab  with  standard  training  seat^^  JfcflP 


case  tit 


3$v 


AGRICULTURE 


CANE  EQUIPMENT 
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Olhoimiroim 


® 

CORPORATION 


yroTn  tdefieCcCto  t  fie  factory 


HONIRON  Corporation  is  your  authorized 
JOHN  DEERE  SUG.4R  dealer  for  all  of  your 
cane  harvesting,  equipment,  parts  and  service 
needs. 


Honiron  vertical  crvstallizer  installation 


HONIRON  Corporation 

P.O.  Box  620  •  Jeanerette,  LA  70544 

Phone  (337)  276-6314  ■  Fax  (337)  276-3614 

sales@honiron.com      www.honiron.com 


Committed  to  Customer  Satisfaction 


/-^yJpboai; 

PRODUCERS  Ag  FINANCE,  Inc. 

2595  Hwy  1  Thibodaux,  LA  70301 
985-526-0500         985-526-0505  Fax 
cd.proag@charterinternet.com 


(Stf7®^  tare 

Committed  to  Customer  Success 


Lines  of  Credit  Agribusiness  Loans 

Real  Estate  Loans        Equipment  Loans 
Refinance  /  Restructure 

Apply  by  phone,  fax  or  email 
Contact  Craig  DeGravelle 
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Dedicated  Research  Funding  Summaries 


Scientists  who  receive  funding  from  the  League's  Dedicated  Research  Committee  are  re- 
quested to  prepare  a  short  summary  of  their  work  at  the  end  of  the  year.  These  reports  will 
be  published  each  month  until  all  of  them  have  been  printed. 


BMA  MASSECUITE  CONDITIONER  (MINGLER)  by  H.  Birkett  and  J.  Stein,  LSU 
AgC enter  -  Audubon  Sugar  Institute 

Introduction 

St.  Mary  Sugar  Co-op  installed  two  BMA  massecuite  conditioners  (minglers)  as  a  lower- 
cost,  more  compact  alternative  to  traditional  and  nontraditional  reheaters.  Instead  of  reheating 
the  massecuite  to  prepare  for  purging,  the  mingler  "conditions"  the  massecuite  by  dilution 
with  heated  final  molasses  leaving  the  centrifugal.  The  molasses  is  quickly  mixed  into  the 
massecuite.  The  objective  was  to  determine  if  the  mingler  could  reduce  the  viscosity  of  the 
massecuite  without  a  significant  rise  in  the  apparent  purity  of  the  mother  liquor.  This  was 
not  an  investigation  into  centrifugal  operation  and  resulting  final  molasses  purity. 

Method    . 

Samples  of  C  massecuite  and  associated  cyclones  (mother  liquor  obtained  from  Nutsch) 
were  collected  entering  and  leaving  the  mingler.  Samples  of  final  molasses  used  for  dilution 
were  also  collected.  Temperatures  of  the  massecuite  and  molasses  were  noted.  Refractometer 
Brix,  pol  and  apparent  purity  were  determined  on  all  samples.  Massecuite  viscosities  were 
determined  using  a  Brookfield  DV-II+  viscometer  with  connecting  waterbath  set  for 
massecuite  operating  temperatures. 

Results  and  Discussion 

Mingler  test  results  are  summarized  in  the  table  below.  The  Brix  of  the  massecuite  is 
slightly  reduced  by  the  massecuite  conditioner.  The  mingler  can  handle  high  Brix  and  high 
viscosity  material.  Dilution  of  the  massecuite  with  final  molasses  ranged  from  5%  to  25.6%, 
averaging  13.2%.  The  cyclone  purity  rise  across  the  mingler  ranged  from  -2.77  to  3.3  points, 
averaging  0. 16  purity  point.  There  is  a  correlation  between  purity  rise  and  increasing  molasses 
dilution  (limited  data).  Viscosity  (centipoises)  of  material  leaving  the  mingler  was  reduced 
to  approximately  one-third  that  of  massecuite  entering  the  mingler. 

Comparable  data  from  other  reheater  types  is  also  given  showing  significant  reduction  in 
viscosity  was  also  achieved  and  the  purity  rise  ranged  from  0.3  to  1.3  purity  points. 
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BMA  Massecuite  Conditioner  (Mingler)  Test  Results 

Massecuite 

Dilution  Molasses 

Massecuite  Viscosity,cP 

Mingler 

Brix 
In 

Brix 
Out 

% 
Mass 

Brix 

Temp., 
F 

To 

Mingler 

Out 

Mingler 

Purity 
Rise 

95.0 

94.4 

5.0 

82.4 

135.5 

552,111 

227,111 

-2.77 

94.0 

93.2 

10.0 

85.2 

126.0 

576,750 

487,000 

-0.36 

94.4 

93.2 

12.2 

83,4 

141.0 

749,610 

473,427 

0.44 

94.8 

92.8 

25.6 

85.0 

144.0 

2,324,957 

349,011 

3.33 

Average: 

94.5 

93.4 

13.2 

84.0 

136.6 

1,050,857 

384,137 

0.16 

Reheater  Types: 

To 
Reheater 

Out 
Reheater 

(2001-04  Data) 

Honiron-Bosch 

88.2 

88.4 

647,111 

72,399 

1.0 

Fletcher-Smith 

90.1 

90.1 

1,539,833 

663,761 

0.3 

Stevens 

87.8 

87.8 

— 

— 

0.5 

Other  types 

88.7 

88.8 

1,306,641 

415,156 

1.3 

Summary 

The  mingler  was  able  to  reduce  massecuite  viscosity  comparable  to  other  reheater  types 
without  a  significant  increase  in  purity. 

The  advantages  and  disadvantages  of  installing  a  massecuite  conditioner  or  mingler  are 
as  follows: 

Advantages:        Compact  installation 

Low  cost 
Disadvantages:  Mechanical  system  -  higher  maintenance, 

Decreases  low  grade  

centrifugal  capacity  as 

massecuite        purged 

increases  by  about  10% 
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Services 


Thibodaux,  LA 
(985)  447-4081 
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(225)  638-6343 
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Louisiana 

Smoke  Management  Guidelines 

for  Sugarcane  Harvesting 


All  growers  should  have  attended  the  Certified  Burn  Manager 
Program.  The  list  below  are  the  steps  you  must  take  when 
burning. 

Step  1 .  Identify  Smoke  Sensitive  Areas 

Step  2.  Obtain  Fire  Weather  Forecast 

Step  3.  Develop  a  Prescribed  Burn  Plan 

Step  4.  Determine  Smoke  Category  Day 

Step  5.  Determine  Smoke  and  Ash  Screening  Distance 

Step  6.  Determine  Direction  of  Smoke  and  Ash  Plume 

Step  7.  Evaluate  the  Prescribed  Burn  Results 

Step  8.  Keep  good  harvest  records 

If  you  have  misplaced  your  copy  or  would  like  additional  copies, 
contact  the  League  office  or  your  county  agent. 

The  League  staff  wishes  to  remind  all  growers  that  although  these 
guidelines  are  voluntary,  it  is  vitally  important  that  burning 
operations  be  conducted  in  as  efficient  a  manner  as  possible  in 
order  to  manage  smoke  and  ash  and  reduce  their  impact  on  the 
public. 

The  future  of  cane  burning  depends  upon  the  successful 
incorporation  of  these  guidelines  into  your  farming  operation. 
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HI  SUGAR! 

Join  the 

Louisiana  Sugar  Cane  Festival 

A  Fair  Association 

September  24-27,  2009 

New  Iberia,  LA 


A  $50.00  membership  covers  two  people 
and  includes  the  following  events: 

Royal  Reception  in  honor  of  King  Sucrose 
Harvest  Reception  in  honor  of  Festival  Honoree 

Coffee  honoring  Parish  Queens 

Two  tickets  to  the  Coronation  of  Queen  Sugar 

Mass  for  Blessing  of  the  Crop  and  Continental  Breakfast 

Liturgical  Celebration  honoring  the  Sugar  Industry  and  Royalty 

Press  Conference  introducing  King  Sucrose 


M/ 


Please  make  your  contribution  payable  to 
Louisiana  Sugar  Cane  Festival  and  mail  to: 

Louisiana  Sugar  Cane  Festival  -  Membership 

P.  O.  Box  9768 
New  Iberia,  LA  70562-9768 
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Mitchell  Brothers'  Shows  (corner  of  Hwy.  14  &  Sucrose  Drive) 
Community  Invited  -  Free  Admission 

Wednesday,  September  23,  2009 
5:00  p.m.  - 11:00  p.m.  -  Family  Night  $1.00  per  ride  with  14  acres  of 
rides  and  excitement  for  the  whole  family. 

Thursday,  September  24,  2009 
3:00  p.m.  -  11:00  p.m.  -  "Pay  Once"  price  available  as  well  as  indi- 
vidual ticket  purchases. 

Friday,  September  25,  2009 
12:00  nooon  - 11:00  p.m.  -  Kids  Day  -  Between  the  hours  of  noon  and 
5:00  p.m.  rides  will  be  $1.00.  Regular  fare  after  5:00  p.m. 

Saturday,  September  26,  2009 
12:00  noon  -  11:00  p.m. 

Sunday,  September  27,  2009 
1:00  p.m. 

Fais- Do -Do/Music  Concerts  (Bouligny  Plaza) 

Community  Invited  -  Free  Admission 

Thursday,  September  24,  2009  - 

7:00  p.m.  -  9:30  p.m.  -  Side  Show 

9:30  p.m.  - 12:00  a.m.  -  Geno  Delafose  (Zydeco) 
Friday,  September  25,  2009 

7:00  p.m.  -  9:30  p.m.  -  Andy  Smith  Band 

9:30  p.m.  - 12:00  a.m.-  Bag  of  Donuts 
Saturday,  September  26,  2009 

7:00  p.m.  -  9:30  p.m.  -  Seasoned  Soul 

9:30  p.m.  - 12:00  a.m.  -  Broken  Mojo 

Parades 


Friday,  September  25,  2009  -  6:30  p.m.  -  Annual  Boat  Parade 
Saturday,  September  26,  2009  - 10:00  a.m.  -  Children's  Parade 
Sunday,  September  27,  2009  -  2:00  p.m.  -  Louisiana  Sugar  Parade 
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Broussard  Harvester,  single-row, 
sunstran  unit.  Call  985-859-4756. 

'99  Komatsu  200-Track  Hoe  with  2 
buckets;  '93  Austoft  Cane  Combine, 
new  -  com.  eng.;  3  Side  Dump 
(billet)  Road  Trailers.  Call  Tommy 
at  318-452-7945  or  Byrns  at  318- 
452-5373. 

2-  Cameco  Hi-Dump  Wagons; 
Covering  Tool;  15  Billet  Highway 
Trailers;  2-row  Broussard  Whole 
Stalk  Cutter;  Transloader  wagon; 
Transloader;  3  3-row  Subsoilers;  2 
JD  14  ft.  3  pt.  Shredders;  3  Huval 
Drain  Openers;  Northwestern  Tiller; 
Other  equipment  is  also  available. 
Call  Kenneth  Taylor  at  337-945- 
7474. 

1987  Broussard  2-row  Cane  Cutter 
-  $18,000;  3  Billet  Carts  -  $3,500 
each;  8  planter  wagons  $500  each; 
billet  grabs  $2,500;  Barco  Whole 
Stalk  Grabs  -  2,000;  Austoft  7700 
Cane  Combine  parts  -  engine, 
elevators,  tracks,  etc,  Call  318-240- 
0957  or  318-240-0958. 


2  Prime  3-row  Cultivators  w/offbars  -  $6,000  each;  LaCane  3-row  Cultivator  > 
offbars  -  $2,000;  Brammer  Drain  Cleaner  -  $3,000;  Shop  made  3-row  Sweeper 
$2,000;  ImOOO  gal.  fuel  tank  on  trailer  w/  oil  tank  -  $1,000;  3-row  Subsoiler.  Conta 
Jack  Chelette  at  337-515-1202. 
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1 996  Cameco  CH2500,  field  ready.  Call  Acosta  Bros,  at  985-859-5598  or  28 1  -70: 
6054. 

2-Broussard  Hi-Dump  wagons  with  spare  wheel  -  $28,000;  JD  12'Chisel  Plow 
$1,200;  Coshoton  Double  Wheel  Ditcher  -  $1,500.  Call  Himel  Farms  at  225-54; 
2405  home  or  225-716-9015  cell. 

WANTED:  Hand  Planter  Wagons.  Call  Wallace  Ellender  at  985-688-1435. 


WANTED:    Sugarcane  Farmland.    Thinking  about  retiring  -  call  me  about  yoi 
farm  or  property.  All  or  Part.  337-380-3977  ask  for  Chris. 


5/17/2012 
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